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Welcome to the magazine of the International Dublin
Literary Award 2020, where you can read about this year’s
longlisted titles. Here you can browse the virtual shelves
of the world’s libraries and choose what you would like
to read, then pick your own favourites from among these
156 fantastic works of fiction.

Mairead Owens
Dublin City Librarian

All of our 21 branch libraries in
Dublin will have these books
available and you may borrow them
for free from your nearest library
and return them to the library most
convenient to your home or work.
It’s also easy to renew loans online,
without having to worry about
library fines.
In this magazine you’ll be introduced
to our six judges, including new nonvoting Chair of the judging panel,
Professor Chris Morash of Trinity
College Dublin. Every year we work
hard to assemble an expert group of
writers and translators to complete
the onerous task of reading our
nominated titles in full, which they
spend months doing, and we are
extremely happy with this year’s
judges, who will eventually choose a
shortlist of up to ten titles and then
a winner in June 2020.
I would like to express my very
sincere thanks to our previous
non-voting Chair, The Hon. Eugene
R Sullivan, who oversaw the award
for the last sixteen years and who
always gave so generously of his
time and expertise. I know it was a
great pleasure for the staff of Dublin
City Council, and indeed the judging
panels, to work with him every
year and I wish him well in all his
future plans.

CITY LIBRARIAN’S FOREWORD

CITY LIBRARIAN’S
FOREWORD

In June 2019 we welcomed Emily
Ruskovich, author of Idaho, to the
city of Dublin as our winner. You
can read an extract of her winner’s
speech on page 4–5 and what
inspiring words she spoke in front
of a delighted audience that night
in the Round Room of the Mansion
House! Thanks must go to our Lord
Mayor Paul McAuliffe for hosting
the Award presentation in such
beautiful surroundings.
In June 2020 Dublin City Council
will present the International Dublin
Literary Award to our 25th winner. In
the same year, Dublin will celebrate
ten years as a UNESCO City of
Literature, a designation applied
for by Dublin City Council in 2010
and which is run by the council’s
library service and is something for
the city to be incredibly proud of.
We go from strength to strength as
a literary city and this award is at
the very heart of that growth. Enjoy
reading and follow us on the journey
to the next winner!
Mairead Owens
Dublin City Librarian
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THE 2019 WINNER

“ ONE OF THE
GREATEST HONOURS
OF MY CAREER”
American author Emily Ruskovich,
winner of the 2019 International
Dublin Literary Award
for her debut novel, Idaho.
It is very special to me that this is
an award in which libraries across
the world determine the longlist
through their nominations. Libraries
are places of kindness, existing for
the sole purpose of connecting us
to each other and to ourselves. It
is through a small library, in fact, a
library in a prison in Idaho, that the
two main women of my novel first
find each other through indirect
means. It is through a library that
their lifelong silence is broken and
they take their first tentative step
into sisterhood.

Publisher of nominated edition:
Chatto & Windus, UK
ISBN: 9780701189082
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I was five years old and could
just barely write my name when I
received my first library card from a
librarian named Sue in a very small
town in the American west, a town
called Athol. That day left a strong
impression on me, because I think
I understood even then that that

little green plastic card was a key to
the greater world. It was a key that
would take me not only far away
from Idaho, but also, as it turns out,
much, much deeper inside of it.
Though Idaho the novel holds at
its centre the most horrific tragedy
that I can imagine, its premise, to
me, is not tragedy but kindness –
kindness given even when it’s not
deserved, kindness as the humblest
form of salvation. Idaho is, to me,
more than anything, a love story.
A woman marries herself to every
aspect of another person’s life – his
suffering, his passions, his disease;
she marries herself to the tragedy
of his former family, but also to
the love that he once felt for them.
And when he begins to lose his
memories, she must imagine those
memories into herself, even as
painful as they are, to keep as a part

My novel is a love story in a broader
sense, too. I wrote it for my family
and for my husband; I wrote it to tell
them how much I love them. This
may seem strange, considering that
the novel’s plot is about a family
who is completely destroyed by
an act of horrific violence. But by
starting with a premise so painful,
with an action so unforgivable, I was
forced to really search for what I
believed kindness was capable of
surviving, and what we are capable
of surviving because of it.
To the woman who commits the
horrific act at the centre of this novel,
I have given my own mother’s painful
grace and humility. I wanted to love
Jenny, and did love her, even though
she has done the unthinkable, the
unforgivable – she murdered her own
child. To Ann, the woman who later

marries Jenny’s husband, I gave my
mother’s intense imagination, and my
mother’s gentle face. And to Wade,
who suffers loss on so many levels,
I gave my father’s strength, and his
eternally poetic heart. That is why I
love fiction – fiction allows us to give
the best pieces of the people we love
most to characters who are most
desperately in need of those pieces.

THE 2019 WINNER

of her own heart what can no longer
be a part of his. And so she loves
him by remembering; she loves him
by imagining.

I cannot express how grateful
I am to be the recipient of
this award… I am especially
honoured because of the
admiration that I feel for the
other finalists. Seeing my
name beside theirs when the
shortlist was announced – that
alone was one of the greatest
honours of my career.
Emily Ruskovich
Winner of the 2019
International Dublin
Literary Award

‘Libraries are places of
kindness, existing for the
sole purpose of connecting
us to each other and to
ourselves’
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Zoë Strachan
Zoë Strachan was born in Scotland and is the
award-winning author of three novels: Ever
Fallen in Love, Spin Cycle and Negative Space.
As an editor, she has collected six new writing
anthologies, and she also publishes short
stories, essays and criticism. She teaches
Creative Writing at University of Glasgow and
has a PhD in Scottish Literature. Fellowships
include the International Writing Program of

University of Iowa, the University of Otago,
UNESCO City of Literature writer-in-residence
at the National Museum of Scotland and a
Robert Louis Stevenson Award. Two of her
works for stage are Panic Patterns (with
Louise Welsh) and an opera adaptation
of The Lady from the Sea (music by Craig
Armstrong) for the Edinburgh International
Festival, where it won a Herald Angel Award.

Niall MacMonagle
Niall MacMonagle was born in Killarney
and studied at UCC where he wrote an MA
thesis on Virginia Woolf. He taught English
for thirty-five years, first at Bandon Grammar
School and then at Wesley College, Dublin. He
has edited several anthologies and textbooks
including the Lifelines series, Poetry Now
and Windharp Poems of Ireland since 1916.
He writes a weekly art column in the Sunday

Independent and broadcasts frequently on
RTE Radio 1. He founded Poetry Aloud, has
done many public author interviews and has
served on the boards of the National Library
and the Seamus Heaney Foundation. In 2017,
he was awarded an honorary Doctorate of
Letters by UCD for services to literature.

Cathy Rentzenbrink
Cathy Rentzenbrink was born in Cornwall,
grew up in Yorkshire, lived in London for
twenty years, and has now moved back to
Cornwall. She is the author of The Last Act
of Love, which was a Sunday Times top ten
bestseller of the year and was shortlisted for
the Wellcome Prize and the Portico Prize. She
followed this with A Manual for Heartache
and her next book is called Dear Reader:
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The Comfort and Joy of Books and will be
published in September 2020. Cathy presents
The Bookseller podcast, writes a column for
Prospect, reviews books for The Times, and
speaks and writes regularly on life, death, love
and literature. She is often to be found doing
events in bookshops and libraries, at festivals,
and in prisons.

THE 2020 JUDGING PANEL

Yannick Garcia
Yannick Garcia is a Catalan writer and
translator based in Barcelona. He has
published poetry, for which he won the
Gabriel Ferrater Prize, as well as short
story collections, such as Barbamecs and
La nostra vida vertical which was awarded
the Documenta Prize. Many of his stories
have appeared in literary magazines and
anthologies and have been translated into

Spanish, Italian or Galician. He has also
translated dozens of books from English and
French into Catalan and Spanish by authors
such as George Saunders, Lydia Davis,
Sherman Alexie, David Vann, Sebastian Barry,
Joseph O’Connor, Carson McCullers and
Joseph Conrad. He has taught translation,
interpretation and creative writing at Pompeu
Fabra University in Barcelona.

Shreela Ghosh
Shreela Ghosh was born in Shillong, India
and lives in London. She has worked in the
Arts for more than 30 years and in 2009, she
became the founding director of the Freeword
Centre in London which brings together
people working in literature, literacy and free
expression. For several years the International
Translation Day conference was held at
Freeword. Shreela continues to champion

translators and promotes translating as a
creative act. Between, 2011 – 2018, she was
part of the British Council’s Global Arts senior
management team. During this period, she
felt privileged to live and work both in Dhaka,
Bangladesh and in New Delhi, India. Shreela
believes that novels are the best place to start
if you want to understand another culture.
Photo by: George Torode

Chris Morash
Chris Morash, non-voting chair of the judging
panel is the Seamus Heaney Professor of Irish
Writing in Trinity College Dublin, where he
served as Vice-Provost of the university from
2016-19. He has published extensively on
Irish culture, including studies of Irish Famine
literature, A History of the Irish Theatre 16012000, A History of the Media in Ireland, and he
is co-editor of the Oxford Handbook of Modern

Irish Theatre (2016). From 2009 to 2014,
he served as the first chair of the Compliance
Committee of the Broadcasting Authority
of Ireland. He was elected to Membership
of the Royal Irish Academy in 2007, and to
Fellowship of Trinity in 2016. He is originally
from Nova Scotia.

www.dublinliteraryaward.ie
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Burning Cities
Kai Aareleid
Translated from the Estonian
by Adam Cullen
Nominated by:
Tallinn Central Library, Estonia
Tartu Public Library, Estonia
A poetic historical
saga in which the
fortunes of a small
family parallel those
of a small nation
under communism.
Tiina is a young girl
growing up in soviet
Estonia and witness
to tragic events both
grand and domestic.
Opening up about her family history, Tiina
revisits the first two decades of her life
following the Second World War. Tartu,
destroyed by Nazi invasion then rebuilt and
re-mapped by the Soviets, is home to many
secrets, and Tiina knows them all, even if
she does not know their import. The adult
world that makes up communist society, is
one of cryptic conversations, undiagnosed
dread and heavy drinking. From the death
of Stalin to the separation of her parents,
Tiina experiences from the periphery, and is,
therefore, powerless to prevent the defining
tragedy in her life.
Kai Aareleid was born in Tartu, Estonia, in
1972. Her début novel Russian Blood was
published to wide acclaim. After her second
novel Burning Cities was published, Kai
was awarded Estonian Writer of the Year. A
prolific translator, Kai has translated works
by Bruce Chatwin, Javier Marías, Paulo
Coelho and Roberto Bolaño.

The Farm
Héctor Abad
Translated from the Spanish
by Anne McLean
Nominated by:
Centro Cultural Biblioteca Luis Echavarría
Villegas, Colombia
Pilar, Eva, and
Antonio Ángel are
the last heirs of La
Oculta, a farm
hidden in the
mountains of
Colombia. The land
provides the setting
for the siblings’
happiest memories,
but it also reminds
them of their
struggle against the siege of violence and
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terror, restlessness and flight. In The Farm,
Héctor Abad illuminates the vicissitudes of a
family and a people, as well as the voices of
these three siblings, recounting their loves,
fears, desires, and hopes, all against a
dazzling backdrop. We enter their lives at the
moment they are about to lose the paradise
on which they built their dreams and reality.
The Farm won the 2015 Cálamo Prize in
Spain and was shortlisted for the Mario
Vargas Llosa Prize.
Héctor Abad is one of Colombia’s leading
writers. Born in 1958, he grew up in Medellín,
where he studied medicine, philosophy and
journalism. Abad has worked as a lecturer in
Spanish at the University of Verona and as a
translator of Italian literature.

Insurrecto
Gina Apostol
Nominated by:
Free Library of Philadelphia, USA
Two women, a
Filipina translator
and an American
filmmaker, go on a
road trip in Duterte’s
Philippines,
collaborating and
clashing in the
writing of a film
script about a
massacre during the
Philippine-American
War. Chiara is working on a film about an
incident in Balangiga, Samar, in 1901, when
Filipino revolutionaries attacked an
American garrison, and in retaliation
American soldiers created “a howling
wilderness” of the surrounding countryside.
Magsalin reads Chiara’s film script and
writes her own version. Insurrecto contains
within its dramatic action two rival scripts
from the filmmaker and the translator—one
about a white photographer, the other about
a Filipino schoolteacher.
Within the spiralling voices and narrative
layers of Insurrecto are stories of women artists, lovers, revolutionaries, daughters
- finding their way to their own truths and
histories.
Gina Apostol won the 2013 PEN Open Book
Award for Gun Dealers’ Daughter, as well as
winning the Philippine National Book Award
for her novels Bibliolepsy and The Revolution
According to Raymundo Mata. Her essays
and stories have appeared in The New York
Times, Los Angeles Review of Books, Foreign
Policy, and others.

Waiting for Tomorrow
Nathacha Appanah
Translated from the French
by Geoffrey Strachan
Nominated by:
Bibliothèque publique d’informatio, France
Anita is waiting for
Adam to be released
from prison. They
met twenty years
ago at a New Year’s
Eve party in Paris, a
city where they both
felt out of place—he
as a recent arrival
from the provinces,
and she as an
immigrant from the
island of Mauritius. They quickly fell in love,
married, and moved to a village in south
western France, to live on the shores of the
Atlantic with their little girl, Laura.
The arrival of Adèle, an undocumented
immigrant from Mauritius whom they hire to
care for Laura, sparks artistic inspiration for
both Adam and Anita, as well as a renewed
energy in their relationship. But this harmony
will prove to be short-lived, brought down
by their separate transgressions of Adèle’s
privacy and a subsequently tragic turn of
events.
Nathacha Appanah was born in Mahébourg,
Mauritius. She is the author of the awardwinning novel The Last Brother, which has
been translated into sixteen languages. She
works as a journalist and translator and lives
in France.

Flames
Robbie Arnott
Nominated by:
Libraries Tasmania, Australia
State Library of New South Wales, Australia
A young man named
Levi McAllister
decides to build a
coffin for his
twenty-three-yearold sister, Charlotte—
who promptly runs
for her life. A water
rat swims upriver in
quest of the cloud
god. A fisherman
named Karl hunts for
tuna in partnership with a seal. And a father
takes form from fire.
The answers to these riddles are to be found
in this tale of grief and love and the bonds of
family, tracing a journey across the southern
island that takes us full circle.

The Boat People
Sharon Bala

Robbie Arnott was born in Launceston,
Tasmania in 1989. He won the 2015
Tasmanian Young Writers’ Fellowship and
the 2014 Scribe Nonfiction Prize for Young
Writers. Arnott was also chosen as Sydney
Morning Herald Best Young Australian
Novelist. He lives in Hobart and is an
advertising copywriter.

When a cargo ship
carrying Mahindan
and five hundred
refugees from Sri
Lanka’s bloody civil
war reaches
Vancouver’s shores,
the young father
thinks he and his
six-year-old son can
finally start a new
life. Instead, the
group is thrown into a detention processing
center, with government officials and news
headlines speculating that among the “boat
people” are members of a separatist militant
organization responsible for countless
suicide attacks—and that these terrorists
now pose a threat to Canada’s national
security. As the refugees become subject to
heavy interrogation, Mahindan begins to fear
that a desperate act taken in Sri Lanka to
fund their escape may now jeopardize his
and his son’s chance for asylum.

Transcription
Kate Atkinson
Nominated by:
Tampere City Library, Finland
In 1940, eighteenyear old Juliet
Armstrong is
reluctantly recruited
into the world of
espionage. Sent to
an obscure
department of MI5
tasked with
monitoring the
comings and goings
of British Fascist
sympathizers, she discovers the work to be
by turns both tedious and terrifying. But
after the war has ended, she presumes the
events of those years have been relegated to
the past for ever.
Ten years later, now a producer at the BBC,
Juliet is unexpectedly confronted by figures
from her past. A different war is being fought
now, on a different battleground, but Juliet
finds herself once more under threat. A bill
of reckoning is due, and she finally begins
to realize that there is no action without
consequence.
Kate Atkinson won the Costa Book of the
Year prize for her novels Behind the Scenes
at the Museum, Life After Life and A God in
Ruins. Her four bestselling novels featuring
former detective Jackson Brodie became the
BBC television series Case Histories, starring
Jason Isaacs.

Nominated by:
Newfoundland & Labrador Public Libraries,
Canada

Sharon Bala was born in Dubai and lives in
St. John’s, Newfoundland. The Boat People
is her first novel and has won the 2019
Harper Lee Prize for Legal Fiction, the 2018
Amazon Canada First Novel Award, the 2019
Margaret and John Savage First Book Award,
and the 2019 Thomas Raddall Atlantic
Fiction Award.

The Luminous Sea
Melissa Barbeau
Nominated by:
Newfoundland & Labrador Public Libraries,
Canada
The Luminous Sea
blends magic and
reality in a
spellbinding debut
novel about our
relationship with the
unknown and our
responsibility to
defend the
powerless.
A team of
researchers from a nearby university have
set up a research station in a fictional
outport in Newfoundland, studying the
strange emergence of phosphorescent tides.
And Vivienne, a young assistant, accidentally
captures a creature unknown to science:
a kind of fish, both sentient and distinctly
female. As the project supervisor and lead

researcher attempts to exploit the discovery,
the creature begins to waste away, and
Vivienne must endanger herself to save
them both.
Melissa Barbeau is a founding member
of the Port Authority Writing Group. She
has been anthologized in Racket: New
Writing Made in Newfoundland, The Cuffer
Anthology, and Paragon. She lives with her
husband and gaggle of children in Torbay,
Newfoundland.
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Flames sings out with joy and sadness.
Utterly original in conception, spellbinding in
its descriptions of nature and its celebration
of the power of language, it announces
the arrival of a thrilling new voice in
contemporary fiction.

The Silence of the Girls
Pat Barker
Nominated by:
Christchurch City Libraries, New Zealand
Nottingham City Libraries, England
When the Greek
Queen Helen is
kidnapped by
Trojans, the Greeks
sail in pursuit,
besieging the city of
Troy. Trapped in the
Greek soldiers’
camp is another
captured queen,
Briseis. Condemned
to be bed-slave to
Achilles, the man who butchered her family,
she becomes a pawn in a menacing game
between bored and frustrated warriors. In
the centuries after this most famous war,
history will write her off, a footnote in a
bloody story scripted by vengeful men - but
Briseis has a very different tale to tell . . .
Pat Barker was born in Yorkshire and
has published fifteen novels, including her
masterful Regeneration Trilogy, she has
been made a CBE for services to literature.
She has won awards including the Guardian
Fiction Prize and the UK’s highest literary
honour, the Booker Prize. She lives in
Durham.

The Only Story
Julian Barnes
Nominated by:
M. Rudomino All-Russia State Library for
Foreign Literature, Russia
One summer in the
sixties, in a staid
suburb south of
London, nineteenyear-old Paul comes
home from
university and is
urged by his mother
to join the tennis
club. There he’s

www.dublinliteraryaward.ie
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partnered with Susan Macleod, a fine player
who’s forty-eight, confident, witty, and
married, with two nearly adult daughters.
She is a warm companion, her bond with
Paul immediate. And soon, inevitably, they
are lovers.
Basking in the glow of one another, they set
up house together in London. Decades later,
Paul looks back at how they fell in love and
how—gradually, relentlessly—everything fell
apart. As he turns over his only story in his
mind, examining it from different vantage
points, he finds himself confronted with the
contradictions and slips of his own memory—
and the ways in which our narratives and our
lives shape one another.
Julian Barnes is the author of twenty-two
previous books. He received the Man Booker
Prize for The Sense of an Ending, and has
also received the Somerset Maugham
Award, the Geoffrey Faber Memorial Prize,
the David Cohen Prize for Literature, and
many more awards. His work has been
translated into more than forty languages.
He lives in London.

Damnation
Peter Beck
Translated from the German
by Jamie Bulloch
Nominated by:
Universitätsbibliothek Bern, Switzerland
Dead clients are bad
for business,
something that Tom
Winter, head of
security at a private
Swiss bank, knows
only too well. When
a helicopter
explosion kills a
valuable client and a
close colleague,
Winter teams up
with the mysterious Egyptian
businesswoman Fatima Hakim to expose the
truth behind their deaths.
Together they follow the money trail around
the world and back into the Swiss mountains,
the NSA watching their every move. As they
start closing in on the truth, Winter and
Fatima turn from being the hunters to the
hunted, finding themselves in a deadly, highstakes race against the clock.
Peter Beck studied Psychology, Philosophy
and Economics in Bern, Switzerland, where
he also gained a doctorate in Psychology. He
divides his time between writing the Tom
Winter thrillers and helping businesses to
shape their corporate culture. Damnation is
his debut novel . He lives in Bern.
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Jasmine Days
Benyamin
Translated from the Malayalam
by Shahnaz Habib
Nominated by:
India International Centre Library, India
Young radio jockey
Sameera Parvin
from Pakistan
immigrates to an
unnamed city in the
Middle East to live
with her father and
her relatives.
Sameera thrives in
her job as a radio
jockey and at home
is the darling of her
family, but her happy world starts to fall
apart when revolution occurs in the country.
As the people’s agitation gathers strength,
Sameera finds herself and her family
embroiled in the politics of their adopted
land. She is forced to choose between family
and friends, loyalty and love, life and death.
Jasmine Days is the heart-rending story of a
young woman in a city where the promise of
revolution turns into destruction and division.
Benyamin is a novelist and short story
writer. Goat Days won him the Kerala
Sahitya Academy Award in 2009 and was
shortlisted for the Man Asian Literary Prize
and the DSC Prize for South Asian Literature.
Jasmine Days is his second novel that is set
in the Middle East.

The Perfect Family
Shalini Boland
Nominated by:
National Library Service of Barbados,
Barbados
Gemma Ballantine
is getting ready for
work one morning
when her eldest
child comes running
down the stairs
saying the words
every mother
dreads. The front
door is open. And
her six-year-old
daughter has
disappeared. Frantic with fear, Gemma
starts a nail-biting search for her little girl.
After what feels like forever, her motherin-law, Diane, finds Katie wandering lost
a few streets away. Relieved to have her
youngest child back in her arms, breathing
in the sweet scent of her hair, Gemma thinks

the nightmare is over. But then her perfect
family starts to fall apart and she realizes
it’s only just beginning…
Shalini Boland is the author of eight books
including The Girl from the Sea, The Best
Friend, The Millionaires Wife and The Secret
Mother. Shalini lives in Dorset, England.

A Ladder to the Sky
John Boyne
Nominated by:
Dunedin Public Libraries, New Zealand
If you look hard
enough, you will find
stories pretty much
anywhere. They
don’t even have to
be your own. Or so
would-be-novelist
Maurice Swift
decides early on in
his career. A chance
encounter in a Berlin
hotel with
celebrated author Erich Ackerman gives
Maurice an opportunity. For Erich is lonely,
and he has a story to tell; whether or not he
should is another matter. Once Maurice has
made his name, he finds himself in need of a
fresh idea. He doesn’t care where he finds it,
as long as it helps him rise to the top. Stories
will make him famous, but they will also
make him beg, borrow and steal. They may
even make him do worse. This is a novel
about ambition.
John Boyne was born in Ireland. He is the
author of eleven novels for adults including
A History of Loneliness, The Heart’s Invisible
Furies, and A Ladder to the Sky. He has
also written five books for young readers
including his 2006 multi-award-winning
and bestselling book The Boy In The Striped
Pyjamas. He lives in Dublin.

My Sister the Serial Killer
Oyinkan Braithwaite
Nominated by:
Lincoln Library, USA
Korede’s sister
Ayoola is many
things: the favourite
child, the beautiful
one, possibly
sociopathic. And
now Ayoola’s third
boyfriend in a row is
dead, stabbed
through the heart
with Ayoola’s knife.
Korede’s practicality

Prêmio Jabuti and the Prêmio Portugal
Telecom. He lives in Rio de Janeiro.

Luigi tells the police of the extortion letter
he received, but the police don’t know what to
do: no one in the village has ever dared
denounce the Mafia before.

Milkman
Anna Burns

Korede has long been in love with a kind,
handsome doctor at the hospital where she
works. She dreams of the day when he will
realize that she’s exactly what he needs. But
when he asks Korede for Ayoola’s phone
number, she must reckon with what her
sister has become and how far she’s willing
to go to protect her.

Nominated by:

From that moment on, the Sacco brothers
must defend themselves: from the Mafia and
the forces of order, from their collaborators,
traitors, and from the village’s leaders, as
they are assailed by murder attempts, false
accusations, and false testimony.

Oyinkan Braithwaite is a graduate of
Kingston University in Creative Writing
and Law. In 2014, she was shortlisted as a
top-ten spoken-word artist in the Eko Poetry
Slam, and in 2016 she was a finalist for the
Commonwealth Short Story Prize. She lives
in Lagos, Nigeria.

My German Brother
Chico Buarque
Translated from the Portuguese
by Alison Entrekin
Nominated by:
Biblioteca Demonstrativa Maria da
Conceição Moreira Salles, Brazil
Ciccio already has
many problems:
romantic failure, an
older brother who
seems intent on
breaking the heart
of every beautiful
woman in São Paulo,
a distant and
larger-than-life
father. When Ciccio
finds, among the
many of his father’s books that line the walls
of their house, a troubling letter dated
‘December 21, 1931. Berlin’, his existential
crisis only intensifies.
It seems that his father once had a child
with another woman – a German son whose
fate remains unclear. Ciccio sets out on a
mission to locate his lost half-brother, and to
win the respect of his father. But as Brazil’s
military government cracks down on dissent,
and rumours of arrests and disappearances
spread, while Ciccio has been out looking
for his German brother, he finds that he has
taken his eye off his immediate family…
Chico Buarque was born in 1944 in Rio de
Janeiro. He is a singer, guitarist, composer,
dramatist, writer and poet. He is the author
of numerous novels; in 2010 Spilt Milk won
both of Brazil’s leading literary prizes, the

Stadtbücherei Frankfurt am Main, Germany
Limerick City & County Library, Ireland
Redbridge Libraries, England
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, USA
In an unnamed city,
where to be
interesting is
dangerous, an
eighteen-year-old
woman has
attracted the
unwanted and
unavoidable
attention of a
powerful and
frightening older
man, ‘Milkman’. In this community, where
suggestions quickly become fact, where
gossip and hearsay can lead to terrible
consequences, what can she do to stop a
rumour once it has started? Milkman is
persistent, the word is spreading, and she is
no longer in control…
Milkman was published to critical acclaim
in 2018 and went on to win the Man Booker
Prize in that year.
Anna Burns was born in Belfast, Northern
Ireland. She is the author of three novels, No
Bones, Little Constructions and Milkman, and
of the novella, Mostly Hero. No Bones won
the Winifred Holtby Memorial Prize and was
short-listed for the Orange Prize for Fiction.
She lives in East Sussex, England.

The Sacco Gang
Andrea Camilleri
Translated from the Italian
by Stephen Sartarelli
Nominated by:
Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di Roma, Italy
Raffadali, province of
Agrigento, 1920s:
The Sacco brothers
are free men with
strong ideas about
socialism and the
State. Their lives
change radically one
morning when their
father, Luigi Sacco,
receives an
anonymous letter
from the local Mafia demanding protection
money and is the victim of a robbery attempt.
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is the sisters’ saving grace. She knows the
best solutions for cleaning blood (bleach,
bleach, and more bleach), the best way to
move a body (wrap it in sheets like a
mummy), and she keeps Ayoola from
posting pictures to Instagram when she
should be mourning her “missing” boyfriend.

Andrea Camilleri was born in Sicily and
widely considered to be one of the greatest
living Italian writers. His Montalbano
crime series, each instalment of which is a
bestseller in Italy, is published in America by
Penguin Random House. Several books in the
series have been New York Times bestsellers.
His literary honors include the Nino Martoglio
International Book Award.
Sadly Andrea Camilleri passed away in
July 2019, shortly after his book The Sacco
Gang was nominated for the International
Dublin Literary Award.

Little
Edward Carey
Nominated by:
Bergen Offentlige Bibliotek, Norway
Richland Library, USA
In 1761, a tiny,
odd-looking girl
named Marie is born
in a village in
Switzerland. After
the death of her
parents, she is
apprenticed to an
eccentric wax
sculptor and
whisked off to the
seamy streets of
Paris, where they meet a domineering widow
and her quiet, pale son. Together, they
convert an abandoned monkey house into an
exhibition hall for wax heads, and the
spectacle becomes a sensation. As word of
her artistic talent spreads, Marie is called to
Versailles, where she tutors a princess and
saves Marie Antoinette in childbirth. But
outside the palace walls, Paris is roiling: The
revolutionary mob is demanding heads, and…
at the wax museum, heads are what they do.
Edward Carey has written several
adaptations for the stage, including Patrick
Suskind’s The Pigeon and Robert Coover’s
Pinocchio in Venice, and has recently finished
a free adaptation of The Pickwick Papers.
His own plays include Sulking Thomas
and Captain of the Birds. Carey is also a
freelance illustrator (some of his artwork
appears in Observatory Mansions). He lives
in London, England.
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The Making of Martin Sparrow
Peter Cochrane
Nominated by:
State Library of South Australia, Australia
Martin Sparrow is
already struggling
when the
Hawkesbury’s great
flood of March 1806
lays waste to him
and his farm.
Luckless, lovelorn
and deep in debt, the
ex-convict is
confronted with a
choice. He can
buckle down and set about his agricultural
recovery, or he can heed the whispers of an
earthly paradise on the far side of the
mountains – a place where men are truly
free – and strike out for a new life. But what
chance of renewal is there for a man like
Sparrow in either the brutal colony or the
forbidding wilderness?
The decision he makes triggers a harrowing
chain of events and draws in a cast of
extraordinary characters, including Alister
Mackie, the chief constable on the river; his
deputy, Thaddeus Cuff; the vicious hunter,
Griffin Pinney; the Romany girl, Bea Faa;
and the young Aboriginal men, Caleb and
Moowut’tin, caught between war and peace.
Peter Cochrane is a widely published
historian and writer based in Sydney. He is
best known for his book Colonial Ambition:
Foundations of Australian Democracy, which
won the inaugural Prime Minister’s Prize for
Australian History and the Age Book of the
Year in 2007. His first venture into fiction
was the novella Governor Bligh and the
Short Man. He is a Fellow of the Australian
Academy of the Humanities.

Middle England
Jonathan Coe
Nominated by:
Universitäts-und Landesbibliothek Bon,
Germany
Tampere City Library, Finland
The country is
changing, up and
down the land,
cracks are appearing
- within families and
between
generations. In the
Midlands Benjamin
Trotter is trying to
help his aged father
navigate a Britain
that seems to have
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forgotten he exists, whilst in London his
friend Doug doesn’t understand why his
teenage daughter is eternally enraged.
Meanwhile, newlyweds Sophie and Ian can
find nothing to agree on except the fact that
their marriage is on the rocks . . .
Jonathan Coe is the author of twelve novels,
all published by Penguin, which include the
highly acclaimed bestsellers What a Carve
Up!, The House of Sleep, The Rotters’ Club
and Number 11. He is also the author of
a biography of B.S Johnson, Like a Fiery
Elephant, and The Broken Mirror, a children’s
book.

The Eight Mountains
Paolo Cognetti
Translated from the Italian by Simon Camell
Nominated by:
Biblioteca Vila De Gràcia - Biblioteques de
Barcelona, Spain
Openbare Bibliotheek Brugge, Belgium
Bibliothèque Municipale de Reims, France
Gradska knjižnice Rijeka, Croatia
Wojewódzka Biblioteka Publiczna im.
Marszałka Józefa Piłsudskiego w Łodzi, Poland
Pietro is a lonely boy
living in Milan. With
his parents
becoming more
distant each day, the
only thing the family
shares is their love
for the mountains
that surround Italy.
While on vacation
at the foot of the
Aosta Valley, Pietro
meets Bruno, an adventurous, spirited local
boy. Together they spend many summers
exploring the mountains’ meadows and
peaks and discover the similarities and
differences in their lives, their backgrounds,
and their futures. The two boys come to
find the true meaning of friendship and
camaraderie, even as their divergent paths
in life—Bruno’s in the mountains, Pietro’s
across the world—test the strength and
meaning of their connection.
Paolo Cognetti is an Italian writer, novelist,
and editor from Milan. He divides his time
between the city and his cabin in the Italian
Alps. He is the author of The Wild Boy
and The Eight Mountains, an international
sensation that won Italy’s Strega Prize and
the French Prix Médicis étranger.

The Woman in the Woods
John Connolly
Nominated by:
Dublin City Libraries, Ireland
In the beautiful
Maine woods, a
partly preserved
body is discovered.
Investigators realise
that the young
woman gave birth
shortly before her
death. But there is
no sign of a baby.
Private detective
Charlie Parker is hired by a lawyer to
shadow the police investigation and find
the infant but Parker is not the only one
searching. Someone else is following the
trail left by the woman, someone with an
interest in much more than a missing child…
someone prepared to leave bodies in his
wake.
And in a house by the woods, a toy telephone
begins to ring and a young boy is about to
receive a call from a dead woman.
John Connolly is the author of the Charlie
Parker series of thrillers, the supernatural
collection Nocturnes, the Samuel Johnson
Trilogy for younger readers, and with
Jennifer Ridyard, The Chronicles of the
Invaders series. He lives in Dublin, Ireland.

Woman of the Ashes
Mia Couto
Translated from the Portuguese
by David Brookshaw
Nominated by:
Biblioteca Demonstrativa Maria da
Conceição Moreira Salles, Brazil
Biblioteca Pública Municipal do Porto,
Portugal
Southern
Mozambique, 1894.
Sergeant Germano
de Melo is posted to
the village of
Nkokolani to
oversee the
Portuguese
conquest of territory
claimed by
Ngungunyane, the
last of the leaders of
the state of Gaza, the second-largest empire
led by an African. Ngungunyane has raised
an army to resist colonial rule and with his
warriors is slowly approaching the border
village. Desperate for help, Germano enlists
Imani, a fifteen-year-old girl, to act as his

Mia Couto was born in Beira, Mozambique
and is one of the most prominent writers
in Portuguese-speaking Africa. The author
of Confession of the Lioness, The Tuner of
Silences, and Sleepwalking Land, among
other books, Couto has been awarded
several important literary prizes. He lives
in Maputo.

Begotten Not Made
Cónal Creedon
Nominated by:
Cork City Libraries, Ireland
Begotten Not Made
is a fairy tale for the
21st century, –
where the mystery
of blind faith is
explored and the
magic of belief is
restored.
Brother Scully met
Sister Claire only
once. It was back in
1970 – the night Dana won the Eurovision
Song Contest. Every single morning since
their first and only encounter, with a flicker
of a light bulb, Sister Claire has sent a coded
message of love to Brother Scully.
This Christmas Eve morn, for the first time in
almost fifty years, no light shines out from
Sister Claire’s bedroom window. And so
begins this tale of a very real, yet unrealised
love…
Cónal Creedon is a novelist, playwright and
documentary film maker from Cork City.
His published books include Pancho and
Lefty Ride Out, Passion Play, Second City
Trilogy and The Immortal Deed of Michael
O’Leary. Creedon has written over 60
hours of original radio drama and produced,
written and directed a number of film
documentaries.

Kudos
Rachel Cusk
Nominated by:
Stockholm Public Library, Sweden
Vancouver Public Library, Canada
A woman writer
visits a Europe in
flux, where
questions of
personal and
political identity are
rising to the surface
and the trauma of
change is opening
up new possibilities
of loss and renewal.
Within the rituals of
literary culture, Faye finds the human story
in disarray amid differing attitudes toward
the public performance of the creative
persona. She begins to identify among the
people she meets a tension between truth
and representation, a fissure that accrues
great dramatic force as Kudos reaches a
profound and beautiful climax.
In this conclusion to her ground-breaking
trilogy, Cusk unflinchingly explores the
nature of family and art, justice and love,
and the ultimate value of suffering.
Rachel Cusk, the award-winning and
critically acclaimed author of Outline and
Transit, completes the transcendent literary
trilogy with Kudos, a novel of unsettling
power.

Vox
Christina Dalcher
Nominated by:
Redbridge Libraries, England
Jean McClellan
spends her time in
almost complete
silence, limited to
just one hundred
words a day. Any
more, and a
thousand volts of
electricity will
course through her
veins.

Christina Dalcher earned her doctorate
in theoretical linguistics from Georgetown
University, specialising in the phonetics of
sound change in Italian and British dialects.
Dalcher splits her time between the
American South and Naples , Italy.
Vox is her debut novel.

Boy Swallows Universe
Trent Dalton
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interpreter. She belongs to the VaChopi tribe,
one of the few who dared side with the
Portuguese. But while one of her brothers
fights for the Crown of Portugal, the other
has chosen the African emperor. Standing
astride two kingdoms, Imani is drawn to
Germano, just as he is drawn to her. But she
knows that in a country haunted by violence,
the only way out for a woman is to go
unnoticed, as if made of shadows or ashes.

Nominated by:
State Library of South Australia, Australia
State Library of Queensland, Australia
Libraries Tasmania, Australia
State Library of New South Wales, Australia
Brisbane, 1983: A
lost father, a mute
brother, a mum in
jail, a heroin dealer
for a stepfather and
a notorious crim for
a babysitter. It’s not
as if Eli’s life isn’t
complicated enough
already. He’s just
trying to follow his
heart, learning what
it takes to be a good man, but life just keeps
throwing obstacles in the way - not least of
which is Tytus Broz, legendary Brisbane
drug dealer.
But Eli’s life is about to get a whole lot more
serious. He’s about to fall in love. And, oh
yeah, he has to break into Boggo Road Gaol
on Christmas Day, to save his mum.
A story of brotherhood, true love and the
most unlikely of friendships, Boy Swallows
Universe will be the most heart-breaking,
joyous and exhilarating novel you will read
all year.
Trent Dalton is an award-winning journalist
at The Weekend Australian Magazine. His
writing includes several short and featurelength film screenplays. Dalton’s debut
feature film screenplay, In the Silence, is
currently in production.

Now the new government is in power,
everything has changed. But only if you’re a
woman.
Almost overnight, bank accounts are frozen,
passports are taken away and seventy
million women lose their jobs. Even more
terrifyingly, young girls are no longer taught
to read or write.
For herself, her daughter, and for every
woman silenced, Jean will reclaim her voice.
This is only the beginning…
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The Saturday Night Ghost Club
Craig Davidson

uncover the truth of his past, or run the risk
of losing her.

The Trick to Time
Kit de Waal

Nominated by:
Saint John Free Public Library, Canada

Spanning 1945 Dresden, the Bavarian Alps
and uncovering Operation Paperclip, this
is a riveting novel of family and love that
seamlessly blends fact with fiction.

Nominated by:
Dublin City Libraries, Ireland

Growing up in 1980s
Niagara Falls – a
seedy but magical,
slightly haunted
place – Jake Baker
spends most of his
time with his uncle
Calvin, a kind but
eccentric enthusiast
of occult artefacts
and conspiracy
theories. The
summer Jake turns twelve, he befriends a
pair of siblings new to town, and so Calvin
decides to initiate them all into the
“Saturday Night Ghost Club.” But as the
summer goes on, what begins as a
seemingly light-hearted project may
ultimately uncover more than any of its
members had imagined. With the alternating
warmth and sadness of the best coming-ofage stories, The Saturday Night Ghost Club
is a note-perfect novel that poignantly
examines the haunting mutability of memory
and storytelling, as well as the experiences
that form the people we become, and
establishes Craig Davidson as a remarkable
literary talent.
Craig Davidson was born in St.Catharines,
Ontario. He has published three previous
books of literary fiction: Rust and Bone,
The Fighter, and Sarah Court. Davidson is
a graduate of the Iowa Writers’ Workshop,
and his articles and journalism have been
published in the National Post, Esquire and
The Washington Post, among other places.
He lives in Toronto.

The Last of Our Kind
Adélaïde de Clermont-Tonnerre
Translated from the French
by Adriana Hunter
Nominated by:
Katona József Library of Bács-Kiskun
Count, Hungary
Werner Zilch was
adopted as an infant,
and knows nothing
of his biological
family. But when, in
1970s New York, he
meets the family of
Rebecca, the
woman he has
fallen in love with, a
mysterious link
means he must
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‘There’s a trick to
time. You can make
it expand or you can
make it contract.
Make it shorter or
make it longer . . .’

Adélaïde de Clermont-Tonnerre was born
in Neuilly-sur-Seine, France. Her first novel,
Fourrure, won five literary prizes in France.
Her second novel Le Dernier des Nôtres was
the winner of both the Académie Francaise
Grand Prix du Roman and the 2016 inaugural
Filigranes prize.

Nameless Serenade
Maurizio de Giovanni
Translated from the Italian
by Antony Shugaar
Nominated by:
Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di Roma, Italy
Years ago, Vinnie
Sannino left Naples
on a ship bound for
America, where he
found fame and
wealth as a boxer.
But his gilded life in
the new world came
to an abrupt end
when, during a fight,
with a heavy punch
to the head of his
opponent, Vinnie killed a man in the ring.
Now, Vinnie’s back in Italy, pining for the
woman he left behind. Cettina, however, is
now a married woman. She was, at least
until recently when her husband was found
dead, killed by a single blow to the head.
For Commissario Ricciardi, one of the most
faceted cops in fiction, and his partner
Maione, it is a going to be a long, rainy, week
in Naples.
Maurizio de Giovanni lives and works
in Naples. In 2005, he won a writing
competition for unpublished authors with
a short story set in the thirties about
Commissario Ricciardi, which was then
turned into the first novel of the series. His
books have been translated into French,
Spanish and German, and are now available
in English.

Some moments you
want to last forever.
Some moments
shape a life.
For Mona, it’s the
joy of playing on a Wexford beach as a young
girl, next to her family’s cottage overlooking
the Irish Sea. The thrill of moving to
Birmingham with a new job and a room of
her own in a busy boarding-house. Meeting
the love of her life; a whirlwind marriage; a
sudden, tragic loss.
But now, decades later, Mona is determined
to find happiness before it’s too late. She
knows that every moment is precious. But
can we ever let go of the past that shaped
us?
Kit de Waal, born to an Irish mother and
Caribbean father, was brought up among the
Irish community of Birmingham. Her debut
novel My Name Is Leon was an international
bestseller, shortlisted for the Costa First
Novel Award, longlisted for the Desmond
Elliott Prize and won the Kerry Group Irish
Novel of the Year Award for 2017.

French Exit
Patrick deWitt
Nominated by:
Saint John Free Public Library, Canada
Frances Price — tart
widow, possessive
mother, and Upper
East Side force of
nature — is in dire
straits, beset by
scandal and
impending
bankruptcy. Her
adult son Malcolm is
no help, mired in a
permanent state of
arrested development. And then there’s the
Price’s aging cat, Small Frank, who Frances
believes houses the spirit of her late
husband, an infamously immoral litigator
and world-class cad whose gruesome
tabloid death rendered Frances and Malcolm
social outcasts.

Patrick deWitt was born on Vancouver
Island in 1975. He is the author of
three critically acclaimed novels:
Undermajordomo Minor, Ablutions and The
Sisters Brothers. The Sisters Brothers was
shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize and is
being adapted for film by Jacques Audiard.
He lives in Portland, Oregon.

The Toymakers
Robert Dinsdale
Nominated by:
Tampere City Library, Finland
It is 1917, and while
war wages across
Europe, in the heart
of London, there is a
place of hope and
enchantment.
The Emporium sells
toys that capture
the imagination of
children and adults
alike: patchwork
dogs that seem alive, toy boxes that are
bigger on the inside, soldiers that can fight
battles of their own. Into this family business
comes young Cathy Wray, running away
from a shameful past. The Emporium takes
her in, makes her one of its own.
But Cathy is about to discover that the
Emporium has secrets of its own...
Robert Dinsdale was born in North
Yorkshire and currently lives in Leigh-On-Sea.
He is the author of three previous critically
acclaimed novels: The Harrowing, Little
Exiles and Gingerbread. The Toymakers is his
first venture into magic.

Disoriental
Négar Djavadi
Translated from the French by Tina Kover
Nominated by:
Bibliothèque publique d’information, France
San José Public Library, USA
Kimiâ Sadr fled Iran
at the age of ten in
the company of her
mother and sisters
to join her father in
France. Now twentyfive and facing the
future she has built
for herself as well
as the prospect of a
new generation,
Kimiâ is inundated
by her own memories and the stories of her
ancestors, which come to her in unstoppable,
uncontainable waves. In the waiting room of
a Parisian fertility clinic, generations of
flamboyant Sadrs return to her, including her
formidable great-grandfather
Montazemolmolk, with his harem of
fifty-two wives, and her parents, Darius and
Sara, stalwart opponents of each regime
that befalls them.
It is Kimiâ herself––punk-rock aficionado,
storyteller extraordinaire, a Scheherazade
of our time, and above all a modern woman
divided between family traditions and her
own “disorientalization”––who forms the
heart of this bestselling and beloved novel.
Négar Djavadi was born in Iran in 1969
to a family of intellectuals opposed to the
regimes both of the Shah, then of Khomeini.
She arrived in France at the age of eleven,
having crossed the mountains of Kurdistan
on horseback with her mother and sister.
She is a screenwriter and lives in Paris.
Disoriental is her first novel.

Washington Black
Esi Edugyan
Nominated by:
New Hampshire State Library, USA
Kansas City Public Library, USA
Jamaica Library Service, Jamaica
Liverpool Library Service, England
Los Angeles Public Library, USA
Milwaukee Public Library, USA
Ottawa Public Library, Canada
Multnomah County Library, USA
Richmond Public Library, USA
Toronto Public Library, Canada
Vancouver Public Library, Canada

Eleven-year-old
George Washington
Black—or Wash—a
field slave on a
Barbados sugar
plantation, is initially
terrified when he is
chosen as the
manservant of his
master’s brother. To
his surprise,
however, the
eccentric Christopher Wilde turns out to be a
naturalist, explorer, inventor, and abolitionist.
Soon Wash is initiated into a world where a
flying machine can carry a man across the
sky, where even a boy born in chains may
embrace a life of dignity and meaning, and
where two people, separated by an
impossible divide, can begin to see each
other as human.
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Putting penury and pariahdom behind them,
the family decides to cut their losses and
head for the exit. One ocean voyage later,
the curious trio land in their beloved Paris,
the City of Light serving as a backdrop not
for love or romance, but self-destruction and
economic ruin — to riotous effect

But when a man is killed and a bounty is
placed on Wash’s head, they must abandon
everything and flee together. Over the
course of their travels, what brings Wash
and Christopher together will tear them
apart, propelling Wash ever farther across
the globe in search of his true self.
Esi Edugyan is author of the novels The
Second Life of Samuel Tyne and Half-Blood
Blues, which won the Scotiabank Giller Prize
and was a finalist for the Man Booker Prize,
the Governor General’s Literary Award, the
Rogers Writers’ Trust Fiction Prize and the
Orange Prize. She lives in Victoria, British
Columbia.

Freshwater
Akwaeke Emezi
Nominated by:
Chicago Public Library, USA
Cleveland Public Library, USA
One of the most
highly praised
novels of the year,
the debut from an
astonishing young
writer, Freshwater
tells the story of
Ada, an unusual
child who is a
source of deep
concern to her
southern Nigerian
family. Young Ada is troubled and prone to
violent fits. Born “with one foot on the other
side,” she begins to develop separate selves
within her as she grows into adulthood. And
when she travels to America for college, a
traumatic event on campus crystallises the
selves into something powerful and
potentially dangerous, making Ada fade into
the background of her own mind as these
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alters—now protective, now hedonistic—
move into control. Written with stylistic
brilliance and based in the author’s realities,
Freshwater dazzles with ferocious energy
and serpentine grace.
Akwaeke Emezi is an Igbo and Tamil writer
and artist based in liminal spaces. Born and
raised in Nigeria, they received their MPA
from New York University and was awarded
a 2015 Miles Morland Writing Scholarship.
She won the 2017 Commonwealth Short
Story Prize for Africa. Her work has been
published in various literary magazines,
including Granta. Freshwater is their debut
novel.

Virgil Wander
Leif Enger
Nominated by:
New Hampshire State Library, USA
Hartford Public Library, USA
Midwestern movie
house owner Virgil
Wander is “cruising
along at medium
altitude” when his
car flies off the road
into icy Lake
Superior. Virgil
survives but his
language and
memory are altered
and he emerges into
a world no longer familiar to him. Awakening
in this new life, Virgil begins to piece
together his personal history and the lore of
his broken town, with the help of a cast of
affable and curious locals—from Rune, a
twinkling, pipe-smoking, kite-flying stranger
investigating the mystery of his disappeared
son; to Nadine, the reserved, enchanting wife
of the vanished man, to Tom, a journalist and
Virgil’s oldest friend; and various members
of the Pea family who must confront
tragedies of their own. Into this community
returns a shimmering prodigal son who may
hold the key to reviving their town.
Leif Enger was raised in Osakis, Minnesota,
and worked as a reporter and producer for
Minnesota Public Radio for nearly twenty
years. He lives on a farm in Minnesota with
his wife and two sons.
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The Waiter
Matias Faldbakken
Translated from the Norwegian
by Alice Menzies
Nominated by:
Los Angeles Public Library, USA
Deichman - Oslo Public Library, Norway
The Hills dates from
a time when pigs
were pigs and swine
were swine, the
Maître D’ likes to
say—in other words
from the mid-1800s.
Every day begins
with the head waiter
putting on his jacket.
In with one arm,
then the other.
Shrugged onto his shoulders. Horn buttons
done up. Always the same.
There is clinking. Cutlery is moved around
porcelain and up to mouths. But in this
universe unto itself, there is scarcely any
contact between the tables of regulars.
And that is precisely how the waiter likes
it. Sheer routine…until a beautiful young
woman walks through the door and upsets
the delicate balance of the restaurant and
all it has come to represent.
Matias Faldbakken is a world-renowned
contemporary artist and writer who shows
with the Paula Cooper Gallery in New
York, and has been hailed as one of the
freshest new voices to emerge in Norwegian
literature during the past decade. The Waiter
is his first novel in nine years and the very
first he has written under his own name.

Small Country
Gaël Faye
Translated from the French
by Sarah Ardizzone
Nominated by:
Bibliothèque municipale de Colmar, France
Bibliothèques Municipales Genève, Switzerland
Wojewódzka Biblioteka Publiczna im.
Marszałka Józefa Piłsudskiego w Łodzi, Poland
Bibliothèque publique d’information, France
Los Angeles Public Library, USA
Burundi, 1992. For
ten-year-old Gabriel,
life in his
comfortable
expatriate
neighborhood of
Bujumbura with his
French father,
Rwandan mother
and little sister Ana,
is something close
to paradise.

These are carefree days of laughter and
adventure – sneaking Supermatch cigarettes
and gorging on stolen mangoes – as he and
his mischievous gang of friends transform
their tiny cul-de-sac into their kingdom.
But dark clouds are gathering over this
small country, and soon their peaceful
existence will shatter when Burundi, and
neighbouring Rwanda, are brutally hit by civil
war and genocide.
Gaël Faye was born in 1982 in Burundi to a
French father and Rwandan mother. In 1995,
after the outbreak of the civil war in Rwanda,
the family moved to France. Small Country
is his first novel and has been awarded
numerous literary prizes, among them the
Prix Goncourt des Lycéens. He lives in Paris.

In/Half
Jasmin B. Frelih
Translated from the Slovene by Jason Blake
Nominated by:
Mestna knjižnica Ljubljana, Slovenia
Maribor Public Library, Slovenia
It’s 2036, twentyfive years after the
‘Great Shutdown’
destroyed the global
communications
network. In this
post-Internet world,
three childhood
friends come
together to
celebrate their
fiftieth birthdays.
But with Zoja, a radical poet; Evan, an addict
theatre director; and Kras, a former minister
for war in attendance, this was never going
to be a subdued occasion...
This hilariously anarchic debut plunges
the reader into a world that is at once
unthinkable and disturbingly familiar.
Alarming, exhilarating and keenly focused
on the contradictions of modernity, this is an
astounding novel from a powerful new voice.
Jasmin B. Frelih’s debut novel In/Half was
published in 2013 to great critical acclaim,
receiving the best literary debut award at
the annual Slovenian Book Fair as well as
the EU Prize for Literature. In/Half was
also shortlisted for the Kresnik Award, and
translation rights have been sold to more
than ten territories. He lives in Slovenia.

Translated from the Portuguese
by Daniel Hahn
Nominated by:
Biblioteca Demonstrativa Maria da
Conceição Moreira Salles, Brazil
A young couple,
involved in the
struggle against the
military dictatorship
in 1970s Argentina,
must flee the
country. The
brutality and terror
of the regime is
closing in around
them. When they
leave, they take with
them their infant son, adopted after years of
trying for a child without success. They build
a new life in Brazil and things change
radically. The family grows as the couple
have two more children: a son and a
daughter.
Resistance unfolds as an intimate
portrayal of the formation of a family under
extraordinary circumstances, told from the
point of view of the youngest child. It’s an
examination of identity, of family bonds, of
the different forms that exile can take, of
what it means to belong to a place, to a
family, to your own past.
Julián Fuks was born in São Paulo in 1981
and is the son of Argentinian parents. As an
author whose work has garnered several top
international literary prizes, Julián Fuks has
gained recognition as one of Brazil’s most
outstanding young writers. He is the author
of Histórias de literatura e cegueira (2007)
and Procura do romance (2011).

Bitter Orange
Claire Fuller
Nominated by:
Cape Breton Regional Library, Canada
It is 1969 and Cara
and Peter are
spending the summer
in the rooms below
Frances. To Frances’
surprise, Cara and
Peter are keen to
spend time with her.
It is the first occasion
that she has had
anybody to call a
friend, and before
long they are spending every day together:
eating lavish dinners, drinking bottle after
bottle of wine, and smoking cigarettes.

It becomes clear that not everything is
right between Cara and Peter. The stories
that Cara tells don’t quite add up — and as
Frances becomes increasingly entangled
in the lives of the glamorous, hedonistic
couple, the boundaries between truth and
lies, right and wrong, begin to blur. Amid the
decadence of that summer, a small crime
brings on a bigger one: a crime so terrible
that it will brand all their lives forever.
Claire Fuller was born in England. Her first
novel, Our Endless Numbered Days, won
the Desmond Elliot Prize and was a finalist
for the ABA Adult Debut Book of the Year
Award and the Edinburgh International Book
Festival First Book Award. She has an MA
in Creative and Critical Writing from the
University of Winchester.

Second Chinese Daughter
Shirley Fung
Nominated by:
National Library of Malaysia, Malaysia
Feng, the second
daughter in a family
of seven siblings,
grapples with her
lowly hierarchical
position in her family
and society. Set
between the 1930s
and ’60s, against a
backdrop of
significant historical
events and everyday
life in Malaya during that period, this novel
follows young Feng’s struggle to gain her
mother’s love and an equitable position
among her older siblings and in her
community. The narrative traces some of
the Chinese customs and practices at the
time that reflect society’s base view of
women, and the lack of acceptance of their
identities. Through the eyes of her
grandmother and her mother, Feng sees the
all-too-slow change in women’s place in
society, and endeavours to break away from
the constricting world of her female
ancestors to find a better place for herself.
Shirley Fung, born Ong Aing Hon, is a
Penang-born Australian Chinese. She was
awarded a Colombo Plan Scholarship to
study at Monash University, Melbourne, in
1967, and graduated with a Bachelor of
Science (Hons) and a Diploma of Education.
She later graduated with a Bachelor of Arts
at Deakin University. This is her first novel.

The Ensemble
Aja Gabel
Nominated by:
Cape Breton Regional Library, Canada
They would never
have been friends if
they hadn’t needed
each other. They
would never have
found each other
except for the art
which drew them
together. They
would never have
become family
without their love for
the music, for each other.
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Resistance
Julián Fuks

Brit is the second violinist, a beautiful and
quiet orphan; on the viola is Henry, a prodigy
who’s always had it easy; the cellist is Daniel,
the oldest and an angry skeptic who sleeps
around; and on first violin is Jana, their flinty,
resilient leader. Together, they are the Van
Ness Quartet. After the group’s youthful,
rocky start, they experience devastating
failure and wild success, heartbreak and
marriage, triumph and loss, betrayal and
enduring loyalty. They are always tied to
each other – by career, by the intensity
of their art, by the secrets they carry, by
choosing each other over and over again.
Aja Gabel currently lives in Los Angeles.
A former cellist, Aja studied writing at
Wesleyan University and the University of
Virginia, and has a PhD in Literature and
Creative Writing from the University of
Houston. Her short fiction can be found
in the Kenyon Review, Glimmer Train and
BOMB.

Take Nothing With You
Patrick Gale
Nominated by:
Nottingham City Libraries, England
Waterford City & County Libraries, Ireland
1970s WestonSuper-Mare,
England and
ten-year-old oddball
Eustace, an only
child, has life
transformed by his
mother’s quixotic
decision to sign him
up for cello lessons.
Music-making
brings release for a
boy who is discovering he is an emotional
volcano. He laps up lessons from his young
teacher, not noticing how her brand of
glamour is casting a damaging spell over his
frustrated and controlling mother.
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When he is enrolled in holiday courses in the
Scottish borders, lessons in love, rejection
and humility are added to daily practice.
Drawing in part on his own boyhood,
Patrick Gale’s new novel explores a
collision between childish hero worship
and extremely messy adult love lives. A
compassionate, compelling novel of boyhood,
coming of age, and the confusions of desire
and reality.
Patrick Gale was born on the Isle of Wight.
His most recent works are A Perfectly
Good Man, the Richard and Judy bestseller
Notes From An Exhibition, and the Costashortlisted A Place Called Winter. His
original BBC television drama, Man In An
Orange Shirt, premiered in 2017.

The Taiga Syndrome
Cristina Rivera Garza
Translated from the Spanish
by Suzanne Jill Levine & Aviva Kana
Nominated by:
Biblioteca Daniel Cosío Villegas, Mexicao
The Taiga Syndrome
follows an unnamed
Ex-Detective as she
searches for a
couple who has fled
to the far reaches of
the earth. A
betrayed husband is
convinced by a brief
telegram that his
second ex-wife
wants him to track
her down—that she wants to be found. He
hires the Ex-Detective, who sets out with a
translator into a snowy, hostile forest where
strange things happen and translation
betrays both sense and one’s senses. Tales
of Hansel and Gretel and Little Red Riding
Hood haunt the Ex-Detective’s quest into a
territory overrun with the primitive excesses
of Capitalism—accumulation and expulsion,
corruption and cruelty—though the lessons
of her journey are more experiential than
moral: that just as love can fly away,
sometimes unloving flies away as well.
Cristina Rivera Garza is the award-winning
author of six novels, three collections of
stories, five collections of poetry, and three
non-fiction books. Originally written in
Spanish, these works have been translated
into English, French, Italian, Portuguese,
Korean, and more. She is a distinguished
Professor in Hispanic Studies and Director of
Creative Writing at the University of Houston.
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Peach
Emma Glass
Nominated by:
City Library of Rotterdam, Netherlands
Something has
happened to Peach.
Staggering around
the town streets in
the aftermath of an
assault, Peach feels
a trickle of blood
down her legs, a
lingering smell of
her anonymous
attacker on her skin.
It hurts to walk, but
she manages to make her way to her home,
where she stumbles into another oddly
nightmarish reality: Her parents can’t seem
to comprehend that anything has happened
to their daughter.
Peach tries to return to the routines of her
ordinary life, going to classes, spending
time with her boyfriend, Green, trying
to find comfort in the thought of her
upcoming departure for college. And yet,
as Peach struggles through the next few
days, she is stalked by the memories of her
unacknowledged trauma. Though she tries
to close her eyes to what has happened,
Peach at last begins to understand the
drastic, gruesome action she must take.
Emma Glass was born in Wales and is
now based in London, where she writes
and works as a children’s nurse. Her debut
novel Peach has been translated into
seven languages and was long-listed for
the International Dylan Thomas Prize. Her
second novel Rest and Be Thankful will be
published in 2020.

The Mermaid and Mrs. Hancock
Imogen Hermes Gowar
Nominated by:
Muntpunt, Belgium
Openbare Bibliotheek Gent, Belgium
One September
evening in 1785, the
merchant Jonah
Hancock finds one
of his captains
waiting eagerly on
his doorstep. He has
sold Jonah’s ship for
what appears to be
a mermaid.
As gossip spreads
through the docks, coffee shops, parlours

and brothels, everyone wants to see Mr
Hancock’s marvel. Its arrival spins him
out of his ordinary existence and through
the doors of high society, where he meets
Angelica Neal, the most desirable woman
he has ever laid eyes on... and a courtesan
of great accomplishment. This meeting will
steer both their lives onto a dangerous new
course.
What will be the cost of their ambitions?
And will they be able to escape the
legendary destructive power a mermaid is
said to possess?
Imogen Hermes Gowar won the Malcolm
Bradbury Memorial Scholarship to study
for an MA in Creative Writing at UEA. The
Mermaid and Mrs Hancock was a finalist
in the MsLexia First Novel Competition,
shortlisted for the inaugural Deborah Rogers
Foundation Writers’ Award and shortlisted
for the Women’s Prize for Fiction 2018.

An Orphan’s War
Molly Green
Nominated by:
National Library Service of Barbados,
Barbados
When her childhood
sweetheart Johnny
is killed in action,
Maxine Grey loses
more than her
husband – she loses
her best friend.
Desperate to make
a difference in this
awful war, Maxine
takes a nursing job
at London’s St
Thomas’s hospital
She takes comfort in the attentions of a
handsome surgeon, but Edwin Blake isn’t
all he seems. And as the Blitz descends on
the capital, Maxine faces more heartache.
When she returns to Liverpool, she harbours
a secret.
When Maxine is offered a job at a Dr
Barnardo’s orphanage, she hopes this is the
second chance she has been looking for. Do
the orphans know that she needs them as
much as they need her?
A gripping story of love, friendship and hope
in the darkest of places.
Molly Green is a seasoned author of
fiction including An Orphan in the Snow, An
Orphan’s Wish and A Sisters’s Courage. She
now lives and writes in Tunbridge Wells,
Kent.

Nominated by:
Stadtbücherei Frankfurt am Main, Germany
In Jessie Greengrass’
debut novel, our
unnamed narrator
recounts her
progress to
motherhood, while
remembering the
death of her own
mother ten years
before, and the
childhood summers
she spent with her
psychoanalyst grandmother.
Woven among these personal recollections
are significant events in medical history:
Wilhelm Röntgen’s discovery of the
X-ray; Sigmund Freud’s development of
psychoanalysis and the work that he did
with his daughter, Anna; and the origins
of modern surgery and the anatomy of
pregnant bodies.

How can one truly know another person?
How much of what we think is love, is just
a construct? Is it possible to find – and
maintain – the great love we long for?
Gulliksen explores these questions, turning
them over again and again till they crack,
revealing hollowness – or possible new
meanings.
Geir Gulliksen is a publisher and highly
acclaimed writer of fiction and non-fiction. In
2014 he received the Aschehoug Award for
his work, and this novel was nominated for
the Nordic Prize. He lives in Norway.

A Stolen Season
Rodney Hall
Nominated by:
State Library of Victoria, Australia
Two-times winner of
the Miles Franklin
Literary Award,
Rodney Hall
presents the story
of three people
experiencing a
period of life they
never thought
possible, and,
perhaps, should
never have been

Sight is a novel about being a parent and a
child: what it is like to bring a person in to
the world, and what it is to let one go. An
incisive exploration of how we see others,
and how we might know ourselves.
Jessie Greengrass is a British author. An
Account of the Decline of the Great Auk,
According to One Who Saw It won the Edge
Hill Short Story Prize and a Somerset
Maugham Award. Sight was shortlisted
for the 2018 Women’s Prize for Fiction and
longlisted for the 2019 Wellcome Book Prize.

Story of a Marriage
Geir Gulliksen
Translated from the Norwegian
by Deborah Dawkin
Nominated by:
Sølvberget Library & Culture Centre,
Norway
In his struggle to
understand what
has happened to his
family, how his wife
could fall in love
with another man
after twenty happy
years, Jon attempts
to tell the story of
the painful collapse
of his marriage, but
from her point of
view. He tries to get inside her head, to see it
all as she did, all the while knowing that he
can never really achieve this, and that his
efforts reveal more projection than insight.

granted at all.
Adam’s life has been ruined by war. A
veteran of the Iraq conflict who has suffered
such extensive bodily trauma that he can
only really survive by means of a
mechanical skeleton.
Marianna’s has been ruined by men. A
woman who has had to flee the country after
her husband lied to the wrong people.
John Philip’s has been ruined by too
much money. Until he receives a surprise
inheritance in the evening of his own life.
Rodney Hall left school at sixteen
determined to become a writer. After
National Service he walked around Europe
and later enrolled at university to study Old
English and the cultural history of India. He
has won two Miles Franklin Awards, two
gold medals from the Australian Literature
Society and his novels have been translated
into many languages.

Asymmetry
Lisa Halliday
Nominated by:
Boston Public Library, USA
Openbare Bibliotheek Gent, Belgium
In New York, Alice, a
young editor, begins
an affair with Ezra
Blazer, a worldfamous, much older
writer. At Heathrow
airport, Amar, an
Iraqi-American
economist en route
to Kurdistan, is
detained by
immigration.
Somehow their lives are connected, in this
unconventional love story that has things to
say about all of contemporary life.
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Sight
Jessie Greengrass

Told in three distinct and uniquely
compelling sections, Asymmetry explores
the imbalances that spark and sustain many
of our most dramatic human relations:
inequities in age, power, talent, wealth, fame,
geography, and justice.
Lisa Halliday’s work has appeared in
The Paris Review and she is the recipient
of a 2017 Whiting Award in Fiction. She
previously worked at The Wylie Agency and
is a freelance editor and translator in Milan.
Her first novel, Asymmetry, was published
by Simon and Schuster in 2018.

Letters to God
Norhafsah Hamid
Nominated by:
National Library of Malaysia, Malaysia
Letters to God is
about a journey of a
young girl named
Sarah trying to find
her footing in a
challenging world.
An introvert by
nature, Sarah
struggles to balance
her work, life and
her spiritual longing
while trying to adapt
to her new surroundings. She found
friendship along the way and also
experienced hostility and heartache. Not
knowing who to turn to, she decided to rant
and rave to her Creator.
Sarah made a decision to write letters to
God, telling Him of all her worries, and pain.
She believes that one can talk to God at
any time, any place, even outside prayers.
Did Sarah find solace? Or did she continue
to be lost?
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Norhafsah Hamid attended school in
Malaysia and then graduated with a law
degree from Reading University. She
completed her Bar in Malaysia and went
back to the UK to work for a year. She then
returned to Malaysia and commenced
her legal practice. She co-founded an
NGO called ‘Nadi Anissa Muslim Women
Organisation.

The Great Fall
Peter Handke
Translated from the German
by Krishna Winston
Nominated by:
Büchereien Wien, Austria
“On the day of the
Great Fall he left
nothing, nothing at
all behind.”
The latest work
by Peter Handke
chronicles a day in
the life of an aging
actor as he makes
his way on foot
from the outskirts
of a great metropolis into its centre. He is
scheduled to receive a prestigious award
that evening from the country’s president,
and the following day he is supposed to start
shooting for a film—perhaps his last—in
which he plays a man who runs amok.
Peter Handke is a novelist and playwright
who was born in Austria in 1942. His
works include the novels Short Letter,
Long Farewell, The Left-Handed Woman,
Repetition, Absence, and many more, Till
Day You Do Part, Or A Question of Light, also
published by Seagull Books.
Peter has received many awards, including
the 1973 Georg Büchner Prize, the 2018
Austrian Nestroy Theatre Prize for Lifetime
Achievement, and the Nobel Prize for
Literature in 2019.

The Great Alone
Kristen Hannah
Nominated by:
Iowa City Public Library, USA
Camara Municipal de Lisboa / Divisão da
Rede de Bibliotecas, Portugal
Alaska, 1974. Ernt
Allbright came
home from the
Vietnam War a
changed and volatile
man. When he loses
yet another job, he
makes the impulsive
decision to move his
wife and daughter
north where they
will live off the grid
in America’s last true frontier.
Cora will do anything for the man she loves,
even if it means following him into the
unknown. Thirteen-year-old Leni, caught in
the riptide of her parents’ passionate, stormy
relationship, has little choice but to go along,
daring to hope this new land promises her
family a better future.
In a wild, remote corner of Alaska, the
Allbrights find a fiercely independent
community of strong men and even
stronger women. The long, sunlit days and
the generosity of the locals make up for
the newcomers’ lack of preparation and
dwindling resources.
Kristin Hannah is the New York Times
bestselling author of many novels
including Night Road, Firefly Lane, True
Colors and Winter Garden. She was born in
Southern California and moved to Western
Washington when she was eight. Kristin is a
former-lawyer-turned writer who lives in the
Pacific Northwest.

The Lost Man
Jane Harper
Nominated by:
Libraries Tasmania, Australia
State Library of Victoria, Australia
The man lay still in
the centre of a dusty
grave under a
monstrous sky.
Two brothers meet
at the border of
their vast cattle
properties under the
unrelenting sun of
outback Queensland.
They are at the
stockman’s grave, a landmark so old no one
can remember who is buried there.
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But today, the scant shadow it casts was
the last chance for their middle brother,
Cameron.
The Bright family’s quiet existence is thrown
into grief and anguish. Something had been
troubling Cameron. Did he lose hope and
walk to his death? Because if he didn’t,
the isolation of the outback leaves few
suspects…
Jane Harper is the author of the
international bestsellers The Dry and Force
of Nature. Jane has won the Australian
Book Industry Awards Book of the Year, the
Australian Indie Awards Book of the Year,
the CWA Gold Dagger Award for Best Crime
Novel, and the British Book Awards Crime
and Thriller Book of the year.

The Western Wind
Samantha Harvey
Nominated by:
Liverpool Library Service, England
15th century
Oakham, in
Somerset; a tiny
village cut off by a
big river with no
bridge. When a man
is swept away by
the river in the early
hours of Shrove
Saturday, an
explanation has to
be found: accident,
suicide or murder? The village priest, John
Reve, is privy to many secrets in his role as
confessor. But will he be able to unravel
what happened to the victim, Thomas
Newman, the wealthiest, most capable and
industrious man in the village? And what
will happen if he can’t?
Moving back in time towards the moment
of Thomas Newman’s death, the story is
related by Reve-an extraordinary creation, a
patient shepherd to his wayward flock, and a
man with secrets of his own to keep.
Samantha Harvey is the author of The
Wilderness, All Is Song, Dear Thief and The
Western Wind. She made the longlists for
the Bailey’s Prize and the Man Booker, and
the shortlists of the James Tait Black Award,
the Orange Prize, the Guardian First Book
Award and the Walter Scott Prize.

Translated from the Icelandic by Brian
Fitzgibbon
Nominated by:
Reykjavík City Library, Iceland
“I live here alone in a
garage, together
with a laptop
computer and an old
hand grenade. It’s
pretty cozy.”

“

Herra Björnsson is
at the beginning of
the end of her life.
She has two weeks
left, maybe three,
and has booked her cremation appointment,
at a crispy 1,000 degrees, so it won’t take
long. But until then she has her cigarettes,
a World War II–era weapon, some Facebook
friends, and her memories to sustain her.
And what a life this remarkable eighty-yearold narrator has led. From Herra’s childhood
in the remote islands of Iceland, where she
was born the granddaughter of Iceland’s first
president, to teen years spent living by her
wits alone in war-torn Europe , to love affairs
on several continents, Herra Björnsson
moved Zelig-like through the major events of
the twentieth century.
Hallgrímur Helgason is an Icelandic painter,
novelist, translator, and columnist. His first
novel was published in 1990 and he came
to international fame with his third novel,
101 Reykjavik, which was translated into
fourteen languages and was made into a
film.

The Red Word
Sarah Henstra
Nominated by:
Vancouver Public Library, Canada
As her sophomore
year begins, Karen
enters into the
back-to-school
revelry —
particularly at
Gamma Beta Chi.
When she wakes up
one morning on the
lawn of Raghurst, a
house of radical
feminists, she gets a
crash course in the state of feminist activism
on campus. The frat known as GBC is
notorious, she learns, nicknamed “Gang
Bang Central” and a prominent contributor
to a list of rapists compiled by female

students. Despite continuing to party there
and dating one of the brothers, Karen is
equally seduced by the intellectual
stimulation and indomitable spirit of the
Raghurst women, who surprise her by
wanting her as a housemate and recruiting
her into the upper-level class of a
charismatic feminist mythology scholar they
all adore…. but the war between the houses
will exact a terrible price.
Sarah Henstra’s latest novel is The Red
Word. Her previous novel Mad Miss Mimic is
an historical tale for young adults. A new YA
novel, We Contain Multitudes, was published
in Spring 2019. Sarah is a professor of
English literature at Ryerson University and
now lives in Toronto, Ontario.

Where The Dead Sit Talking
Brandon Hobson
Nominated by:
Oklahoma Department of Libraries, USA
With his single
mother in jail,
Sequoyah, a
fifteen-year-old
Cherokee boy, is
placed in foster care
with the Troutt
family. Literally and
figuratively scarred
by his mother’s
years of substance
abuse, Sequoyah
keeps mostly to himself, living with his
emotions pressed deep below the surface.
At least until he meets seventeen-year-old
Rosemary, another youth staying with the
Troutts. Sequoyah and Rosemary bond over
their shared Native American background
and tumultuous paths through the foster
care system, but as Sequoyah’s feelings
toward Rosemary deepen, the
precariousness of their lives and the scars of
their pasts threaten to undo them both.
Brandon Hobson is a recipient of the 2016
Pushcart Prize, and his writing has appeared
in such places as Conjunctions, NOON, The
Paris Review Daily, and The Believer. He is
the author of Desolation of Avenues Untold,
Deep Ellum, and The Levitationist. He
teaches writing in Oklahoma.

Eternal Life
Dara Horn
Nominated by:
Hartford Public Library, USA
What would it really
mean to live
forever?
Rachel’s current
troubles are only
the latest in a litany
spanning dozens of
countries, scores of
marriages, hundreds
of children and
2,000 years. Only
one person shares her immortality: an illicit
lover who pursues her through the ages.
But when her children develop technologies
that could change her fate, Rachel must
find a way out. From ancient religion to
the scientific frontier, Dara Horn pits our
efforts to make life last against the deeper
challenge of making life worth living.
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Woman at 1,000 Degrees
Hallgrímur Helgason

Dara Horn was born in New Jersey and
received her Ph.D. in comparative literature
from Harvard University. Her novels include
In the Image, The World to Come, All Other
Nights and A Guide for the Perplexed. She
is a two-time winner of the National Jewish
Book Award for Fiction.

The Beast of Kukuyo
Kevin Jared Hosein
Nominated by:
Jamaica Library Service, Jamaica
For the second time
in her life, 15-yearold Rune Mathura
comes face-to-face
with a brutal murder
when her classmate
Dumpling Heera
goes missing and is
eventually found
dead. Dumpling’s
murder drags the
small, rural village
of Kukuyo into the national spotlight,
revealing a darkness curdling in the town.
But Rune knows that the memories of the
villagers and police are short. Inspired by her
love of detective television shows, she
launches her own investigation.
Yet, Rune soon learns that real life is not the
same as television and neither justice nor
evil appear in black and white. Her journey
takes her along a bloody trail of chicken
feathers, down a muddy ravine and into
a grimy den where she encounters dark
secrets and a terror that is very, very real.
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Kevin Jared Hosein is a winner of a
Commonwealth Short Story prize and has
been twice shortlisted for the Small Axe
Literary Prize for prose. He has previously
published The Repenters and Littletown
Secrets. The Beast of Kukuyo was one of
the winners of the 2017 Burt Award for
Caribbean Literature.

Orchid and the Wasp
Caoilinn Hughes
Nominated by:
Katona József Library of Bács-Kiskun
County, Hungary
A tough, thoughtful,
and savvy
opportunist, Gael
Foess is determined
to live life on her
own terms. Raised
in Dublin by
single-minded,
careerist parents,
Gael learns early
how a person’s
ambitions and ideals
can be compromised— and she refuses to let
her vulnerable, unwell younger brother,
Guthrie, suffer such sacrifices.
When Gael’s financier father walks out
on them during the economic crash of
2008, her family fractures. Her mother, a
once-formidable orchestral conductor,
becomes a shadow. And a fateful incident
prevents Guthrie from finishing high school.
Determined not to let her loved-ones fall
victim to circumstance, Gael leaves Dublin
for the coke-dusted social clubs of London
and Manhattan’s gallery scene, always
working an angle, but beginning to become a
stranger to those who love her.
Caoilinn Hughes is an Irish writer whose
poetry collection Gathering Evidence won
the Irish Times Shine/Strong Award. She is
a fellow of the James Merrill Foundation,
the Bogliasco Foundation, the Tin House
Workshop, and has received a Literature
Bursary Award from the Arts Council
of Ireland.
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Hanuman’s Travels
Andrei Ivanov
Translated from the Russian by Matthew Hyde
Nominated by:
Tartu Public Library, Estonia
Hanuman’s Travels,
is the picaresque
tale of two asylum
seekers, one a
Russian Estonian
man (the narrator)
and the other an
Indian (the
protagonist), and
about their daily
lives in a Danish
refugee camp and
on the road in the late 1990s. While they are
waiting to go to the Danish island of Lolland,
which is said to be a paradise, the two
companions in misfortune survive in any way
they can. Among scams, big and small
disgraces, humiliations and lies, a map is
gradually drawn – a detailed map of
itineraries where the hopes and the fears of
thousands of marginal people flounder and
intertwine. Andrei Ivanov was inspired to
write this novel by his own vicissitudes as a
stateless person living in Denmark.
Andrei Ivanov was born in Estonia in 1971.
His novels include Bizarre, Confession of a
Lunatic and The Harbin Moths. Hanuman’s
Travels was shortlisted for the Russian
Booker Prize and won the Cultural
Endowment of Estonia’s Prize for RussianLanguage Literature.

Speak No Evil
Uzodinma Iweala
Nominated by:
Miami-Dade Public Library System, USA
On the surface, Niru
leads a charmed life.
Raised by two
attentive parents in
Washington, D.C.,
he’s a top student
and a track star at
his prestigious
private high school.
Bound for Harvard in
the fall, his prospects
are bright. But Niru
has a painful secret: he is homosexual—an
abominable sin to his conservative Nigerian
parents. No one knows except Meredith, his
best friend, the daughter of prominent
Washington insiders. When his father
accidentally discovers Niru is gay, the fallout is
brutal and swift. Coping with troubles of her
own, however, Meredith finds that she has
little left emotionally to offer him. As the two

friends struggle to reconcile their desires
against the expectations and institutions that
seek to define them, they find themselves
speeding toward a future more violent and
senseless than they can imagine.
Uzodinma Iweala is an American author
and medical doctor of Nigerian descent. His
debut novel, Beasts of No Nation depicts a
child soldier in an unnamed African country
and was adapted as an award-winning film
in 2015.

The Ones With Purpose
Nozizwe Cynthia Jele
Nominated by:
City of Cape Town Library & Information
Services, South Africa
With her sister, Fikile,
dead from breast
cancer, her father
long gone, her
mother emerging
from years of
slumber, and her
younger brother,
Mbuso, consumed
with rage that
refuses to settle,
Anele Mbuza has no
choice but to collect herself and grow up. Or
does she? Because, if truth be told, she has not
signed up to be her family’s caretaker. Surely
her dreams are valid? The Ones with Purpose
is a remarkable story of family, disappointment,
sacrifice, forgiveness, and love.
Nozizwe Cynthia Jele is a South African
novelist. Her debut novel, Happiness
is a Four-Letter Word won the 2011
Commonwealth Writers’ Prize in the Best
First Book category (Africa region) and
the 2011 M-Net Literary Award in the Film
category. Nozizwe also writes short stories.

An American Marriage
Tayari Jones
Nominated by:
Iowa City Public Library, USA
Limerick City & County Library, Ireland
San José Public Library, USA
Ferguson Library, USA
Lincoln Library, USA
Newlyweds Celestial
and Roy are the
embodiment of both
the American
Dream and the New
South. He is a young
executive, and she is
an artist on the brink
of an exciting career.
But as they settle

Tayari Jones, is the author of four novels,
most recently An American Marriage which
has been awarded the Women’s Prize for
Fiction and the Aspen Words Prize. Jones
is a member of the Fellowship of Southern
Writers, A.D. White Professor at Large at
Cornell University and Professor of Creative
Writing at Emory University.

Sonka
Ignacy Karpowicz
Translated from the Polish
by Maya Zakrzewska-Pim
Nominated by:
Wojewódzka Biblioteka Publiczna im.
Marszałka Józefa Piłsudskiego w Łodzi,
Poland
Sonka is the story of
an old woman,
lonely, forgotten,
and shunned by her
community, until
one day a theater
director’s car breaks
down near her
house, and an
unexpected guest
supplies her with
the chance to tell
her story. And so unfolds her tale of love
between an SS officer and a local girl
against the backdrop of the Second World
War. Everyday chores are threaded with
executions, stolen moments in between
episodes of abuse, lies are thoughtlessly
uttered only to change the worlds and lives
of two families forever.
Ignacy Karpowicz is a Polish writer and
translator. His fifth work, Balladyny i romanse,
won him the Polityka Passport Prize in 2010.
He was previously nominated for this award
for his debut novel, Niehalo (2006), and has
since been nominated for the Nike Literary
Award for Gesty (2009), Balladyny I romanse
(2011), osci (2013), and Sonka (2015).

The Gunners
Rebecca Kauffman
Nominated by:
Münchner Stadtbibliothek, Germany
Mikey Callahan, a
thirty-year-old who
is suffering from the
clouded vision of
macular
degeneration,
struggles to
establish human
connections—even
his emotional life is
a blur. As the novel
begins, he is
reuniting with “The Gunners,” his group of
childhood friends, after one of them has
committed suicide. Sally had distanced
herself before ending her life, and she died
harbouring secrets about herself and her
friends. In this quietly startling, beautiful
book, Mikey, Alice, Lynn, Jimmy, and Sam
search for the core of truth, friendship, and
forgiveness.
Rebecca Kauffman is originally from rural
North-eastern Ohio. She received her BA
in classical violin performance from the
Manhattan School of Music, and several
years later, Kauffman received her MFA in
creative writing from NYU. She currently
lives in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia.
She is the author of Another Place You’ve
Never Been.

The Ice Shelf
Anne Kennedy
Nominated by:
Auckland Libraries, New Zealand
On the eve of flying
to Antarctica to take
up an arts
fellowship, thirtysomething Janice,
recently separated,
has a long night of
remembrance,
regret and
realisation as she
goes about the city
looking for a friend
to take care of her fridge while she’s away.
En route she discards section after section
of her manuscript in the spirit of editing The
Ice Shelf into a stronger, sleeker work of
literature
Anne Kennedy is a poet, novelist and
screenplay editor. She won the New Zealand
Book Award for Poetry, for Sing-Song
in 2004 and The Darling North in 2013.
Her novel The Last Days of the National

Costume was shortlisted for the New
Zealand Post Book Award for Fiction in 2014.

The Hoarder
Jess Kidd
Nominated by:
Liverpool Library Service, England
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into the routine of their life together, they
are ripped apart by circumstances neither
could have imagined. Roy is arrested and
sentenced to twelve years for a crime
Celestial knows he didn’t commit. Though
fiercely independent, Celestial finds herself
bereft and unmoored, taking comfort in
Andre, her childhood friend, and best man at
their wedding. As Roy’s time in prison passes,
she is unable to hold on to the love that has
been her center. After five years, Roy’s
conviction is suddenly overturned, and he
returns to Atlanta ready to resume their life
together.

Unintentional
psychic Maud
Drennan arrives to
look after Cathal
Flood, a belligerent
man hiding in his
filthy, cat-filled
home. Her job is
simple: clear the
rubbish, take care of
the patient. But the
once-grand house
has more to reveal than simply its rooms.
There is a secret here, and whether she likes
it or not, Maud may be the one to finally
uncover what has previously been kept
hidden…
Jess Kidd was brought up in London. Her
first novel, Himself, was shortlisted for the
Irish Book Awards in 2016 and won the
Costa Short Story Award in the same year.
In 2017, Himself was shortlisted for the
Authors’ Club Best First Novel Award. The
Hoarder, was shortlisted for the Kerry Group
Irish Novel of the Year Award .

This Mortal Boy
Fiona Kidman
Nominated by:
Timaru District Libraries, New Zealand
Wellington City Libraries, New Zealand
Albert Black, known
as the ‘jukebox killer’,
was only twenty
when he was
convicted of
murdering another
young man in a fight
at a milk bar in
Auckland on 26 July
1955. His crime
fuelled growing
moral panic about
teenagers, and he was to hang less than five
months later, the second-to-last person to be
executed in New Zealand. But what really
happened? Was this a love crime, was it a sign
of juvenile delinquency? Or was this dark
episode in our recent history more about our
society’s reaction to outsiders? Black’s final
words, as the hangman covered his head, were,
‘I wish you all a merry Christmas, gentlemen,
and a prosperous New Year.’ This is his story.
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Dame Fiona Kidman has won numerous
awards and fellowships for literature
including a Chevalier de l’Ordre des Arts et
des Lettres and a Chevalier of the French
Legion of Honour. Dame Fiona has written
over 30 books, including novels, short stories
and poetry, and more than 60 television, film
and radio scripts.

OK, Mr Field
Katharine Kilalea
Nominated by:
Bergen Offentlige Bibliotek, Norway
Mr Field, a concert
pianist travelling
back from a
performance in
London, suffers a
fractured wrist in a
train crash. On a
whim, he uses his
compensation
money to buy a
house he has seen
in a newspaper – a
replica of Le Corbusier’s Villa Savoye – on
the coast outside Cape Town. But when Mr
Field moves there with his wife, Mim, he
finds that the house has a disturbing and
unexpected effect. Dwelling in the gaps
within conversations, and the distances
between people, OK, Mr Field is a powerful
story of obsession, disintegration and
loneliness.
Katharine Kilalea grew up in South Africa
and studied Creative Writing in the UK. Her
debut poetry collection, One Eye’d Leigh
(2009), was shortlisted for the Costa Poetry
Award and longlisted for the Dylan Thomas
Prize for writers under 30. OK, Mr Field is
Katherine’s debut novel.

The Plotters
Un-su Kim
Translated from the Korean by Sora Kim-Russell
Nominated by:
Bucheon City Library, Republic of Korea
Raised by Old
Raccoon in The
Library of Dogs,
Reseng has always
been surrounded by
plots to kill—and by
books that no one
ever reads. In
Seoul’s corrupt
underworld, he was
destined to be an
assassin. Until he
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breaks the rules. That’s when he meets a
trio of young women—a convenience store
worker, her wheelchair-bound sister, and a
cross-eyed obsessive knitter—with an
extraordinary plot of their own.
Will the women save the day? Or will
Reseng be next on the kill list? Who will
look after his cats, Reading Lamp and Book
Stand? Who planted the bomb in his toilet?
How much beer can he drink before he
forgets it all?
Un-su Kim was born in 1972 in Busan and
is the author of several highly praised novels.
He has won the Munhakdongne Novel Prize,
Korea’s most prestigious literary prize, and
was nominated for the 2016 Grand Prix de
la Littéraire Policière. He lives in Jinhae-gu,
South Korea.

Unsheltered
Barbara Kingsolver
Nominated by:
Miami-Dade Public Library System, USA
Norfolk Library & Information Service,
England
Meet Willa Knox, a
woman who stands
braced against a
world which seems
to hold little mercy
for her and her
family – or their old,
crumbling house,
falling down around
them. Willa’s two
grown-up children, a
new-born grandchild,
and her ailing father-in-law have all moved
in at a time when life seems at its most
precarious. But when Willa discovers that a
pioneering female scientist lived on the
same street in the 1800s, could this
historical connection be enough to save their
home from ruin? And can Willa, despite the
odds, keep her family together?
Barbara Kingsolver is an American
novelist, essayist and poet. She was raised
in rural Kentucky and lived briefly in the
Congo. Kingsolver earned degrees in biology
and worked as a freelance writer before
she began writing novels including The
Poisonwood Bible and Animal, Vegetable,
Miracle, a non-fiction account of her family’s
attempts to eat locally.

River
Esther Kinsky
Translated from the German by Iain Galbraith
Nominated by:
Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin,
Germany
In River, a woman
moves to a London
suburb for reasons
that are unclear.
She takes long,
solitary walks by the
River Lea, observing
and describing her
surroundings and
the unusual
characters she
encounters. Over
the course of these wanderings she amasses
a collection of found objects and
photographs and is drawn into
reminiscences of the different rivers which
haunted the various stages of her life, from
the Rhine, where she grew up, to the Saint
Lawrence, the Hooghly, and the banks of the
Oder. Written in language that is as precise
as it is limpid, River is a remarkable novel,
full of poignant images and poetic
observations, an ode to nature, edge lands,
and the transience of all things human.
Esther Kinsky grew up by the river Rhine
and lived in London for twelve years. She
has written three volumes of poetry, two
novels and has translated many notable
English and Polish authors into German.
River won the Adelbert von Chamisso Prize
2016, the Franz Hessel Prize 2014 and
the Kranichsteiner Literature Prize 2015
amongst others.

Brother in Ice
Alicia Kopf
Translated from the Catalan
by Mara Faye Lethem
Nominated by:
Biblioteca Vila De Gràcia - Biblioteques de
Barcelona, Spain
‘She thought that it
was precisely when
things get
uncomfortable or
can’t be shown that
something
interesting comes to
light. That is the
point of no return,
the point that must
be reached, the
point you reach after
crossing the border of what has already

Comemadre
Roque Larraquy

This hybrid novel—part research notes, part
fictionalised diary, and part travelogue—uses
the stories of polar exploration to make
sense of the protagonist’s own concerns as
she comes of age as an artist, a daughter,
and a sister to an autistic brother.

Translated from the Spanish by Heather Cleary

Alicia Kopf holds degrees in Fine Arts
and Comparative Literature. Brother in Ice
is the culmination of an artistic cycle of
several exhibitions entitled Àrticantàrtic. Her
awards include the GAC-DKV Prize for best
young artist gallery exhibition, the Premi
Documenta literary prize, and the Premi
Llibreter awarded by booksellers.

Immigrant, Montana
Amitava Kumar
Nominated by:
Ferguson Library, USA
Carrying a single
suitcase, Kailash
arrives in postReagan America
from India to attend
graduate school. As
he begins to settle
into American
existence, Kailash
comes under the
indelible influence of
a charismatic
professor, and also finds his life reshaped by
a series of very different women with whom
he recklessly falls in and out of love.
Looking back on the formative period of his
youth, Kailash’s wry, vivid perception of the
world he is in, but never quite of, unfurls in a
brilliant melding of anecdote and annotation,
picture and text. Building a case for himself,
both as a good man in spite of his flaws and
as an American in defiance of his place of
birth, Kailash weaves a story that is at its
core an incandescent investigation of love—
despite, beyond, and across dividing lines.
Amitava Kumar is a writer and journalist.
He was born in Ara, and grew up in Patna.
He has written several books of nonfiction
and a novel. He is Helen D. Lockwood
Professor of English at Vassar College.
In 2016, Amitava Kumar was awarded a
Guggenheim Fellowship (General Nonfiction)
and a Ford Fellowship in Literature.

Nominated by:
Cleveland Public Library, USA
On the outskirts of
Buenos Aires in
1907, Doctor
Quintana pines for
head nurse
Menéndez while he
and his colleagues
embark on a grisly
series of
experiments to
investigate the line
between life and
death. One hundred years later, a celebrated
artist goes to extremes in search of
aesthetic transformation, turning himself
into an art object. How far are we willing to
go, Larraquy asks, in pursuit of
transcendence? The world of Comemadre is
full of vulgarity, excess, and farce: strange
ants that form almost perfect circles,
missing body parts, obsessive love affairs,
and flesh-eating plants. Here the monstrous
is not alien, but the consequence of our
relentless pursuit of collective and personal
progress.
Roque Larraquy is an Argentinian writer,
screenwriter, professor of narrative and
audio-visual design, and the author of two
books, La Comemadre and Informe sobre
ectoplasma animal. Comemadre is his first
book published in English.

The End of Sunset Grove
Minna Lindgren
Translated from the Finnish by Kristian London
Nominated by:
Biblioteca Nazionale di Napoli “Vittorio
Emanuele III”, Italy
Best friends Irma
and Siiri are relieved
when they can
finally return home,
but things have
changed in the
retirement home . . .
Sunset Grove is
under new
management, a
sinister organisation
that promises
spiritual enlightenment in return for
donations from its residents. And the staff
seem to have disappeared, replaced by
technology that remotely takes care of all of
their needs, if only they could work out how

to use it . . . The Lavender Ladies are
increasingly suspicious of the new order and
plan an elaborate act of sabotage. But their
last hurrah has some drastic consequences
– will the Lavender Ladies get more than they
bargained for.
Minna Lindgren is a well-known journalist,
an expert of classical music and the author
of several non-fiction books. Minna was
inspired to write The Lavender Ladies
Detective Agency after researching the
treatment of the elderly in Finland for a
magazine article which won the 2009
Bonnier Journalism Prize. Death in Sunset
Grove is her first novel.
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been said, what has already been seen. It’s
cold out there.’

Oneiron
Laura Lindstedt
Translated from the Finnish by Owen Witesman
Nominated by:
Espoo City Library, Finland
Helsinki City Library, Finland
Biblioteca Nazionale di Napoli “Vittorio
Emanuele III”, Italy
Seven women meet
in a white, undefined
space seconds after
their deaths. Time,
as we understand it,
has ceased to exist,
and all bodily
sensations have
disappeared. None
of the women can
remember what
happened to them,
where they are, or how they got there. They
don’t know each other. In turn they try to
remember, to piece together the fragments
of their lives, their identities, their lost loves,
and to pinpoint the moment they left their
former lives behind.
Deftly playing with genres from essay to
poetry, Oneiron explores the question of
what follows death and delves deep into the
lives and experiences of seven unforgettable
women.
Laura Lindstedt burst onto the Finnish
literary scene in 2007 with her debut novel
Scissors, which earned her a nomination
for the Finlandia Prize, the country’s most
prestigious literary honour. Lindstedt’s
second novel Oneiron has continued
Lindstedt’s critical success, earning her the
2015 Finlandia Prize. She lives in Helsinki.
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History of Violence
Édouard Louis
Translated from the French by Lorin Stein
Nominated by:
Bibliothèque municipale de Colmar, France
I met Reda on
Christmas Eve 2012,
at around four in the
morning. He
approached me in
the street, and
finally I invited him
up to my apartment.
He told me the story
of his childhood and
how his father had
come to France,
having fled Algeria. We spent the rest of the
night together, talking, laughing. At around 6
o’clock, he pulled out a gun and said he was
going to kill me. He insulted me, strangled
and raped me. The next day, the medical and
legal proceedings began.
History of Violence retraces the story of
that night, and looks at immigration, class,
racism, desire and the effects of trauma
in an attempt to understand a history of
violence, its origins, its reasons and its
causes.
Édouard Louis is the author of two novels
and has edited a book on the social scientist
Pierre Bourdieu. His work has appeared
in the New York Times, the Guardian and
Freeman’s. His first two novels, The End
of Eddy and History of Violence, have been
translated into thirty languages.

Too Much Lip
Melissa Lucashenko
Nominated by:
State Library of Queensland, Australia
National Library of Australia, Australia
State Library of New South Wales, Australia
Too much lip, her old
problem from way
back. And the older
she got, the harder it
seemed to get to
swallow her
opinions. Wisecracking Kerry
Salter has spent a
lifetime avoiding
two things – her
hometown and
prison. But now her Pop is dying and she’s an
inch away from the lockup, so she heads
south on a stolen Harley. Kerry plans to
spend twenty-four hours, tops, over the
border. She quickly discovers, though, that
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Bundjalung country has a funny way of
grabbing on to people. Old family wounds
open as the Salters fight to stop the
development of their beloved river. And the
unexpected arrival on the scene of a
good-looking dugai fella intent on loving her
up only adds more trouble – but then trouble
is Kerry’s middle name.
Melissa Lucashenko is an acclaimed
Aboriginal writer of Goorie and European
heritage. Since 1997 Melissa has been
widely published as an award-winning
novelist, essayist and short story writer. Her
recent work has appeared in The Moth: Fifty
True Stories, Meanjin, Griffith Review, and
The Saturday Paper.

Self-Portrait With Boy
Rachel Lyon
Nominated by:
Münchner Stadtbibliothek, Germany
Lu Rile is a
relentlessly focused
young photographer
struggling to make
ends meet. Working
three jobs,
responsible for her
aging father, and
worrying that her
crumbling loft
apartment is being
sold to developers,
she is at a point of desperation. One day, in
the background of a self-portrait, Lu
accidentally captures an image of a boy
falling to his death. The photograph turns
out to be startlingly gorgeous, the best work
of art she’s ever made. It’s an image that
could change her life…if she lets it. But the
decision to show the photograph is not easy.
The boy is her neighbours’ son, and the
tragedy brings all the building’s residents
together. It especially unites Lu with the
boy’s beautiful grieving mother, Kate…( Lu
feels increasingly unsettled and guilty )
Rachel Lyon’s novel Self-Portrait With Boy
was long-listed for the Center for Fiction’s
2018 First Novel Prize and is in feature film
development at Topic Studios. Her short
work has appeared or is forthcoming in
One Story, Longreads, Joyland, Electric
Literature, and elsewhere. She is Editorin-Chief of Epiphany and cofounder of the
reading series Ditmas Lit.

Severance
Ling Ma
Nominated by:
Houston Public Library, USA
Veria Central Public Library, Greece
Candace Chen, a
millennial drone
self-sequestered in
a Manhattan office
tower, is devoted to
routine. With the
recent passing of
her Chinese
immigrant parents,
she’s had her fill of
uncertainty. She’s
content just to carry
on: She goes to work, troubleshoots the
teen-targeted Gemstone Bible, watches
movies in a Greenpoint basement with her
boyfriend. So Candace barely notices when a
plague of biblical proportions sweeps New
York. Then Shen Fever spreads. Families flee.
Companies cease operations. The subways
screech to a halt. Her bosses enlist her as
part of a dwindling skeleton crew with a big
end-date payoff. Soon entirely alone, she
photographs the eerie, abandoned city as the
anonymous blogger NY Ghost. Candace
won’t be able to make it on her own forever,
though. Enter a group of survivors, led by the
power-hungry IT tech Bob.
Ling Ma received her MFA from Cornell
University. Prior to graduate school she
worked as a journalist and editor. Her writing
has appeared in Granta, Vice, Playboy,
Chicago Reader, Ninth Letter and elsewhere.
A chapter of Severance received the 2015
Graywolf SLS Prize. She lives in Chicago.

The Water Cure
Sophie Mackintosh
Nominated by:
Zentralbibliothek Zürich, Switerland
Imagine a world very
close to our own:
where women are
not safe in their
bodies, where
desperate measures
are required to raise
a daughter. This is
the story of Grace,
Lia and Sky who live
in an abandoned
hotel, on a sunbleached island, beside a poisoned sea. Their
parents raised them there to keep them safe,
make them good and teach them the terrible
things that every woman must learn about
love. The world beyond the water is
contaminated and men are the contamination.

Sophie Mackintosh is the author of The
Water Cure, which was longlisted for the
Man Booker Prize 2018. She also won the
2016 White Review Short Story Prize and the
2016 Virago/Stylist Short Story competition.
Sophie has been published in Granta and
TANK magazine among other publications.

The Imaginary Lives of James
Pōneke
Tina Makereti
Nominated by:
Auckland Libraries, New Zealand
Timaru District Libraries, New Zealand
Wellington City Libraries, New Zealand
‘The hour is late.
The candle is low.
Tomorrow I will see
whether it is my
friends or a ship
homewards I meet.
But I must finish my
story for you first.
My future, my
descendant, my
mokopuna. Listen.’
So begins the tale of James Poneke:
orphaned son of a chief; ardent student of
English; wide-eyed survivor. All the world’s a
stage, especially when you’re a living exhibit.
But anything can happen to a young New
Zealander on the savage streets of Victorian
London. When James meets the man with
laughing dark eyes and the woman who
dresses as a man, he begins to discover who
people really are beneath their many guises
.Although London is everything James most
desires, this new world is more dark and
dazzling than he could have imagined.
Tina Makereti is a New Zealand novelist,
essayist,short story writer, editor and
creative writing teacher. Her book Once
Upon a Time in Aotearoa, won the inaugural
fiction prize at the Ngā Kupu Ora Māori Book
Awards in 2011 and Where the Rēkohu Bone
Sings won the Ngā Kupu Ora Aotearoa Māori
Book Award for Fiction in 2014.

The Great Believers
Rebecca Makkai
Nominated by:
The Public Library of Cincinnati & Hamilton
County, USA
Toronto Public Library, Canada
In 1985, Yale
Tishman, the
development
director for an art
gallery in Chicago, is
about to pull off an
amazing coup,
bringing in an
extraordinary
collection of 1920s
paintings as a gift to
the gallery. Yet as
his career begins to flourish, the carnage of
the AIDS epidemic grows around him. One
by one, his friends are dying and after his
friend Nico’s funeral, the virus circles closer
and closer to Yale himself. Soon the only
person he has left is Fiona, Nico’s little sister.
Thirty years later, Fiona is in Paris tracking
down her estranged daughter who
disappeared into a cult. While staying
with an old friend, a famous photographer
who documented the Chicago crisis, she
finds herself finally grappling with the
devastating ways AIDS affected her life and
her relationship with her daughter. The two
intertwining stories take us through the
heartbreak of the eighties and the chaos of
the modern world.
Rebecca Makkai teaches Creative Writing
in Sierra Nevada College and North-western
University. The Great Believers was a finalist
for the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book
Award, and received the ALA Carnegie
Medal and the LA Times Book Prize.

Berta Isla
Javier Marías
Translated from the Spanish
by Margaret Jull Costa
Nominated by: Openbare Bibliotheek
Brugge, Belguim
Berta Isla and
Tomás Nevinson
meet in Madrid.
Young and in love,
they quickly decide
to spend their lives
together - never
suspecting that they
will grow to be total
strangers, both living
under the shadow of
disappearances.

Tomás, half-Spanish and half-English, has
an extraordinary gift for languages and
accents. Leaving Berta to study at Oxford, he
catches the interest of a certain government
agency, and its mysterious agent, Bertram
Tupra. Tomás is determined to evade the
agent’s attentions but his fate is sealed
by an escalating series of events that will
affect the rest of his life - and that of his
beloved Berta. Finishing his time at Oxford,
he returns to Madrid to marry her, already
knowing that the life they planned has been
lost forever.
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And it is the story of the men who come to
find them - three strangers washed up by
the sea, their gazes hungry and insistent,
trailing desire and destruction in their wake.

Javier Marías is a Spanish author, translator,
and columnist. He is one of Spain’s most
celebrated novelists, and his work has been
translated into over 40 languages including
English. He has received numerous literary
prizes including the International Dublin
Literary Award in 1997 for A Heart So
White and the Prix Formentor in 2013.
Javier Marías lives and works in Madrid.

Ohio
Stephen Markley
Nominated by:
Laramie County Library System, USA
One sweltering night
in 2013, four former
high school
classmates
converge on their
hometown in
north-eastern Ohio.
There’s Bill Ashcraft,
a passionate,
drug-abusing young
activist whose
flailing ambitions
have taken him from Cambodia to Zuccotti
Park to post-BP New Orleans, and now back
home with a mysterious package strapped
to the undercarriage of his truck; Stacey
Moore, a doctoral candidate reluctantly
confronting her family and the mother of her
best friend and first love, whose
disappearance spurs the mystery at the
heart of the novel; Dan Eaton, a shy veteran
of three tours in Iraq, home for a dinner date
with the high school sweetheart he’s tried
desperately to forget; and the beautiful,
fragile Tina Ross, whose rendezvous with
the washed-up captain of the football team
triggers the novel’s shocking climax.
Stephen Markley is an author, screenwriter,
and journalist. Markley’s previous books
include the memoir Publish This Book: The
Unbelievable True Story of How I Wrote,
Sold, and Published This Very Book, and the
travelogue Tales of Iceland. He lives in Los
Angeles.
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Prague Spring
Simon Mawer

devote the rest of her days to her one true
passion: birds.

The Hum of the Sun
Kirsten Miller

Nominated by:
Redbridge Libraries, England
Municipal Library of Prague, Czech
Republic

Moving to a small cottage in Sussex, she
wrote two bestselling books, astonishing
the world with her observations on the tits,
robins, sparrows and other birds that lived
nearby, flew freely in and out of her windows,
and would even perch on her shoulder as
she typed.

Nominated by:
Durban Central Library, South Africa

It’s the summer of
1968, the year of
love and hate, of
Prague Spring and
Cold War winter.
Two English
students, Ellie and
James, set off to
hitch-hike across
Europe with no
particular aim in
mind but a continent,
and themselves, to discover. Somewhere in
southern Germany they decide, on a whim,
to visit Czechoslovakia where Alexander
Dubcek’s ‘socialism with a human face’ is
smiling on the world.
Meanwhile Sam Wareham, a first secretary
at the British embassy in Prague, is
observing developments in the country
with a mixture of diplomatic cynicism and
a young man’s passion. In the company of
Czech student Lenka Konecková, he finds a
way into the world of Czechoslovak youth,
its hopes and its ideas. It seems that, for the
first time, nothing is off limits behind the Iron
Curtain.
Simon Mawer grew up in England, Cyprus
and Malta. He then moved to Italy, where he
taught at the British International School in
Rome for many years before returning to
the UK. He is the author of several novels
including the Man Booker shortlisted The
Glass Room, The Girl Who Fell from the Sky
and Tightrope.

Bird Cottage
Eva Meijer
Translated from the Dutch
by Antoinette Fawcett
Nominated by:
Bibliotheek Eindhoven, Netherlands
De Bibliotheek Utrecht, Netherlands
The Libraries of the Hague, The
Netherlands
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This moving novel imagines the story of
this remarkable woman’s decision to defy
society’s expectations, and the joy she drew
from her extraordinary relationship with the
natural world.
Eva Meijer is a Dutch author, artist, singer,
songwriter and philosopher. Bird Cottage is
her first novel to be translated into English,
has been nominated for the BNG and Libris
prizes in the Netherlands and is being
translated into several languages. Eva Meijer
was awarded the Halewijn Prize in 2017 for
all of her published works.

Name of the Dog
Élmer Mendoza
Translated from the Spanish by Mark Fried
Nominated by:
Biblioteca Daniel Cosío Villegas, Mexico
Christmas in
Culiacán and
Detective Edgar
“Lefty” Mendieta can’t
believe his luck. An
old flame has
returned with a
teenage son he knew
nothing about.
Happiness seems to
finally beckon for our
careworn hero but
unfortunately Jason Mendieta wants to follow
in his father’s footsteps-even as Mexico’s drug
war escalates towards chaos.
While Lefty pursues a lunatic who is bumping
off dentists with a heavy-calibre pistol, a
secret agent infiltrates a meeting of the drug
lords and hears Pacific Cartel boss Samantha
Valdés implore her underlings to stay out of
the war. But an audacious murder provokes
Samantha to change her mind and launch a
wave of grisly killings across the country.

I want to find out
how they behave
when they’re free.

Samantha persuades Lefty to help her find
the killer that pushed her over the edge but
revenge is a dish best served cold.

Len Howard was
forty years old
when she decided
to leave her London
life and loves behind,
retire to the English
countryside and

Élmer Mendoza was born in Mexico and is a
professor and author who through his writing
explores drug trafficking and corruption in
Latin America. He won the José Fuentes
Mares National Literary Prize for Janis Joplin’s
Lover, and the Tusquets Prize for
Silver Bullets.
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On the side of the
road two boys are
walking. The smaller
one does not speak.
He sees patterns,
though, all around
him – in the clouds,
stones, arch of the
sun. Some say he is
cursed, others
believe he is
magical; his true
condition has not been diagnosed.
To Ash, Zuko is simply his little brother, all he
has left in the world. After having to bury his
sister and mother, this teenager on the cusp
of manhood is leading his brother to the city
to find their father. Will he take them in?
Kirsten Miller is the author of three novels:
All is Fish which was shortlisted for the
Jacana/EU Literary Awards, Sister Moon and
The Hum of the Sun which won the Wilbur
and Niso Smith Foundation’s Prize for Best
Unpublished Manuscript. Her non-fiction
book, Children on the Bridge was long-listed
for the Alan Paton/Sunday Times Award.

Circe
Madeleine Miller
Nominated by:
Laramie County Library System, USA
The Public Library of Cincinnati & Hamilton
County, USA
Pikes Peak Library District, USA
Richland Library, USA
Denver Public Library, USA
Camara Municipal de Lisboa / Divisão da
Rede de Bibliotecas, Portugal
Nottingham City Libraries, England
San José Public Library, USA
Winnipeg Public Library, Canada
In the house of
Helios, god of the
sun and mightiest of
the Titans, a
daughter is born.
But Circe is a
strange child--not
powerful, like her
father, nor viciously
alluring like her
mother. Turning to
the world of mortals
for companionship, she discovers that she
possesses the power of witchcraft, which
can transform rivals into monsters and
menace the gods themselves.

As a woman who stands alone, Circe
unwittingly draws the wrath of both men
and gods. Finally, to protect what she
loves most, Circe must summon all of her
strength and choose between the gods she
is born from, or the mortals she has come
to love.
Madeline Miller is the author of The Song
of Achilles winner of the Orange Prize for
fiction 2012 and translated into over 25
languages and Circe, which was an instant
number one New York Times bestseller, and
won the Indies Choice Best Adult Fiction of
the Year Award plus an American Library
Association Alex Award.

A Place for Us
Fatima Farheen Mirza
Nominated by:
Veria Central Public Library, Greece
An Indian–Muslim
family is preparing
for their eldest
daughter’s wedding.
But as Hadia’s
marriage – one
chosen of love, not
tradition – gathers
the family back
together, there is
only one thing on
their minds: can
Amar, the estranged younger brother of the
bride, be trusted to behave himself after
three years away?
A Place for Us tells the story of one family
and all family life: of coming to terms with
the choices we make, of reconciling past and
present and of how the smallest decisions
can lead to the deepest betrayals.
Fatima Farheen Mirza was born in
California in 1991 and raised there. Her
parents are of Indian descent; her mother
grew up in Birmingham, her father in
Hyderabad. She is a graduate of the Iowa
Writers’ Workshop, where she was a
Teaching-Writing Fellow. A Place for Us is her
first novel.

The Arid Sky
Emiliano Monge
Translated from the Spanish
by Thomas Bunstead
Nominated by:
Biblioteca Daniel Cosío Villegas, Mexico
Set on a desolate,
unnamed mesa,
Emiliano Monge’s
The Arid Sky distils
the essence of a
Latin America
ruthlessly hollowed
out by
uncontainable
violence. This is an
unsparing yet
magnificent land,
whose only constants are loneliness, hatred,
loyalty, and the struggle to return some
small measure of meaning to life.
The Arid Sky narrates the signature
moments in the life of Germán Alcantara
Carnero: a man who is both exaltedly,
viscerally real and an ageless, nameless
being capable of embodying entire eras,
cultures, and conflicts. Monge’s roadmap—
an escape across borders, the disappearance
of a young girl, the confrontation between
a father and his son, the birth of a sick child,
and murder—takes readers on a journey to
the core of humankind.
Emiliano Monge is a Mexican writer of short
stories and novels. He published his first
short story collection Arrastrar esa sombre
in 2008 followed by the novel Morirse de
memoria, both were finalists for the Antonin
Artaud award. He was the two-time recipient
of the Conaculta award Fondo Nacional para
la Cultura y las Artes.

The Tattooist of Auschwitz.
Heather Morris
Nominated by:
Wojewodzka Biblioteka Publiczna w Krako,
Poland
State Library of Victoria, Australia
Auckland Libraries, New Zealand
Tallinn Central Library, Estonia
Lale Sokolov is
well-dressed, a
charmer, a ladies’
man. He is also a
Jew. On the first
transport from
Slovakia to
Auschwitz in 1942,
Lale immediately
stands out to his
fellow prisoners. In
the camp, he is
looked up to, looked out for, and put to work

in the privileged position of Tätowierer – the
tattooist – to mark his fellow prisoners,
forever. One of them is a young woman, Gita,
who steals his heart at first glance. His life
given new purpose, Lale does his best
through the struggle and suffering to use his
position for good.
This story is based on years of interviews
author Heather Morris conducted with
real-life Holocaust survivor and AuschwitzBirkenau tattooist Ludwig (Lale) Sokolov.
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Threatened, Zeus banishes her to a deserted
island, where she hones her occult craft
and crosses paths with many of the most
famous figures in mythology.

Heather Morris is a native of New Zealand,
now resident in Australia. She has written
several screenplays. In 2003, Heather
was introduced to Lale Sokolov. That
day changed both their lives and as their
friendship grew, he entrusted her with the
innermost details of his life during the
Holocaust.

My Year of Rest and Relaxation
Ottessa Moshfegh
Nominated by:
Bibliotheken der Stadt Mainz, Germany
Stockholm Public Library, Sweden
LeRoy Collins Leon County Public Library
System, USA
San Diego Public Library, USA
Cork City Libraries, Ireland
Our narrator should
be happy, shouldn’t
she? She’s young,
thin, pretty, a recent
Columbia graduate,
works an easy job at
a hip art gallery, lives
in an apartment on
the Upper East Side
of Manhattan paid
for, like the rest of
her needs, by her
inheritance. But there is a dark and vacuous
hole in her heart, and it isn’t just the loss of
her parents, or the way her Wall Street
boyfriend treats her, or her sadomasochistic
relationship with her best friend, Reva. It’s the
year 2000 in a city aglitter with wealth and
possibility; what could be so terribly wrong?
My Year of Rest and Relaxation is a powerful
answer to that question. Through the story
of a year spent under the influence of a truly
mad combination of drugs designed to heal
our heroine from her alienation from this
world,
Ottessa Moshfegh is a fiction writer from
Boston. Her first book, the novella, McGlue,
won the Fence Modern Prize in Prose and the
Believer Book Award. Her novel Eileen was
awarded the 2016 Pen/Hemingway Award
and was shortlisted for the Man Booker
Prize. Her collection of stories, Homesick for
Another World, was published in 2017.
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Ghost Wall
Sarah Moss
Nominated by:
Zentralbibliothek Zürich, Switzerland
In the north of
England, Silvie and
her family are living
in a forest as if they
are ancient Britons.
They have joined an
anthropology course
for two weeks and
are set to re-enact
life in simpler times
using the tools and
knowledge of the Iron Age. They make stew
from foraged roots and hunted rabbit. The
students are fulfilling their coursework;
Silvie’s father is fulfilling his lifelong
obsession. He has raised her on stories
of early man and their rituals and beliefs.
Mixing with the students, Silvie begins to see,
hear, and imagine another kind of life.
The ancient Britons built ghost walls of
stakes topped with skulls to ward off enemy
invaders. When the group builds one of their
own, they find a spiritual connection to the
past. What comes next but human sacrifice?
Sarah Moss was educated at Oxford
University and is currently Professor of
Creative Writing at the University of Warwick.
Her books include the novels Cold Earth,
Night Waking, Bodies of Light, and Signs for
Lost Children and the memoir Names for the
Sea: Strangers in Iceland.

Killing Commendatore
Haruki Murakami
Translated from the Japanese
by Philip Gabriel and Ted Goossen
Nominated by:
Municipal Library of Prague, Czech
Republic
Biblioteca Nazionale di Napoli “Vittorio
Emanuele III”, Italy
Biblioteca de Andalucía, Spain
When a thirtysomething portrait
painter is abandoned
by his wife, he
secludes himself in
the mountain home
of a world-famous
artist, Tomohiko
Amada. One day, the
young painter hears
a noise from the
attic, and upon
investigation, he discovers a previously
unseen painting. By unearthing this hidden
work of art, he unintentionally opens a circle
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of mysterious circumstances; and to close it,
he must undertake a perilous journey into a
netherworld that only Haruki Murakami
could conjure.
A tour de force of love and loneliness, war
and art—as well as a loving homage to The
Great Gatsby.
Haruki Murakami was born in Kyoto in
1949 and now lives near Tokyo. His work
has been translated into more than fifty
languages, and the most recent of his many
international honours is the Hans Christian
Andersen Literature Award, whose previous
recipients include J. K. Rowling, Isabel
Allende, and Salman Rushdie.

Convenience Store Woman
Sayaka Murata
Translated from the Japanese
by Ginny Tapley Takemori
Nominated by:
Cape Breton Regional Library, Canada
The Seattle Public Library, USA
Dunedin Public Libraries, New Zealand
Keiko Furukura had
always been
considered a
strange child, and
her parents worried
how she would get
on in the real world,
so when she obtains
a job in a
convenience store
while at university,
they are delighted.
In the store she finds a predictable world
mandated by the store manual, which
dictates how the workers should present
themselves. She copies her co-workers and
plays the part of a normal person.
Eighteen years later, at age 36, she is still
in the same job, has never had a boyfriend,
and has only a few friends. She feels
comfortable in her life, but is aware that
she is not living up to society’s expectations.
When a similarly alienated but cynical and
bitter young man comes to work in the store,
he will upset Keiko’s contented stasis.
Sayaka Murata is one of the most
celebrated of the new generation of
Japanese writers. She has won not only the
prestigious Akutagawa Prize, but the Gunzo,
Noma, and Mishima Yukio Prizes as well.
Her story, A Clean Marriage, was featured in
Granta 127 Japan. She is 36-years-old and
works part-time in a convenience store.

Skin Deep
Liz Nugent
Nominated by:
Waterford City & County Libraries, Ireland
Once I had cleared
the bottles away
and washed the
blood off the floor, I
needed to get out of
the flat.’
Cordelia Russell
has been living on
the Côte d’Azur for
ten years, posing
as a posh English
woman fallen on hard times. But her luck is
running out. Desperate to escape her grotty
flat and grim reality, Cordelia spends a night
at a glittering party. Surrounded by the
young, beautiful and privileged she feels her
age and her poverty. As dawn breaks, she
stumbles home through the back streets.
Even before she opens her door, she can
hear the flies buzzing. It hasn’t taken long
for the corpse in her bedroom to commence
decomposing...
Liz Nugent worked in Irish film, theatre
and television prior to becoming a full-time
author. Her three novels Unravelling Oliver,
Lying in Wait and Skin Deep have each been
the number one bestseller in Ireland and she
has won four Irish Book Awards. She lives in
Dublin with her husband.

The Friend
Sigrid Nunez
Nominated by:
Free Library of Philadelphia, USA
When a woman
unexpectedly loses
her lifelong best
friend and mentor,
she finds herself
burdened with the
unwanted dog he
has left behind. Her
own battle against
grief is intensified by
the mute suffering
of the dog, a huge
Great Dane traumatized by the inexplicable
disappearance of its master, and by the
threat of eviction: dogs are prohibited in her
apartment building.
While others worry that grief has made her
a victim of magical thinking, the woman
refuses to be separated from the dog except
for brief periods of time. Isolated from the
rest of the world, increasingly obsessed
with the dog’s care, determined to read
its mind and fathom its heart, she comes
dangerously close to unravelling. But while

An Image in a Mirror
Ijangolet S Ogwang

Sigrid Nunez has published seven novels
the most recent being The Friend. She is also
the author of Sempre Susan: A Memoir of
Susan Sontag. She contributes to numerous
journals including The New York Times Book
Review and The Paris Review. One of her
short stories has been selected for The Best
American Short Stories 2019.

Nominated by:
City of Cape Town Library & Information
Services, South Africa

The Gold Diggers
Sue Nyathi
Nominated by:
City of Cape Town Library & Information
Services, South Africa
It’s 2008 and the
height of Zimbabwe’s
economic demise. A
group of passengers
are huddled in a
Toyota Quantum
about to embark on
a treacherous
expedition to the City
of Gold.
Amongst them is
Gugulethu, who is hoping to be reconciled
with her mother; Dumisani, an ambitious
young man who believes he will strike it rich;
Chamunorwa and Chenai, twins running from
their troubled past; and Portia and Nkosi, a
mother and son desperate to be reunited with
a husband and father they see once a year.
They have paid a high price for the
dangerous passage to what they believe
is a better life; an escape from the vicious
vagaries of their present life in Bulawayo.
In their minds, the streets of Johannesburg
are paved with gold but they will have to dig
deep to get close to it.
Sue Nyathi was born and raised in
Bulawayo and resides in Johannesburg. Her
debut novel, The Polygamist, was published
in 2012. An investment analyst by day and a
storyteller to her son at night, she writes to
escape the reality of financial markets and
economic shop talk.

Achen and Nyakale:
twin sisters,
separated from
childhood to inherit
different destinies.
In the hope of
inheriting a better
life, a mother makes
the heart-wrenching
decision to send one
child, Nyakale, to
South Africa to be
raised by her well-off sister, the child’s aunt,
who has no children of her own. The other
child, Achen, stays in Uganda to be raised by
their mother in a village.
An Image in a Mirror is a deeply intimate
African story about the coming of age of two
young women, who are the same as much
as they are different. When the sisters, at
the age of twenty-two, finally cross their
respective worlds to meet, how mirrored will
each feel about the other?
Ijangolet S Ogwang was born in Kenya
to Ugandan parents and raised in South
Africa. She is passionate about women’s
empowerment and the development of
Africa. She co-founded Good-Hair and works
as an analyst for Edge Growth, a company
focused on growing small businesses in
South Africa. She also finds time to make
up stories.

Hotel Silence
Auður Ava Ólafsdóttir
Translated from the Icelandic
by Brian FitzGibbon
Nominated by:
Reykjavík City Library, Iceland
On the cusp of
turning fifty and
divorced, Jónas
Ebeneser who has
recently discovered
he is not the
biological father of
his daughter,
Gudrun Waterlily,
has sunk into an
existential crisis,
losing all will to live.
As he visits his senile mother in a nursing
home, he secretly muses on how, when, and
where to put himself out of his misery.

best to die abroad. He flies to an unnamed
country where the fumes of war still
hover in the air. He books a room at the
sparsely occupied Hotel Silence, in a small
town riddled with landmines and the
aftershocks of violence, and there he comes
to understand the depths of other people’s
scars while beginning to see his wounds in a
new light.
Auður Ava Ólafsdóttir is an Icelandic
award-winning novelist, playwright and
a poet. She also writes the lyrics for the
Icelandic pop band Milkywhale. Auður Ava’s
novels have been translated into over 25
languages. Her new novel, Hotel Silence,
won the Icelandic Literary Prize 2016 and
was chosen Best Icelandic Novel in 2016 by
booksellers in Iceland.
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troubles abound, rich and surprising rewards
lie in store for both of them.

Shell
Kristina Olsson
Nominated by:
State Library of Queensland, Australia
In 1965 as Danish
architect Jørn
Utzon’s striking
vision for the Sydney
Opera House
transforms the
skyline and
unleashes a storm
of controversy, the
shadow of the
Vietnam War and a
deadly lottery
threaten to tear the country apart.
Journalist Pearl Keogh, exiled to the
women’s pages after being photographed at
an anti-war protest, is desperate to find her
two missing brothers and save them from
the draft. Axel Lindquist, a visionary young
glass artist from Sweden, is obsessed with
creating a unique work that will do justice to
Utzon’s towering masterpiece.
In this big, bold and hauntingly beautiful
portrait of art and life, Shell captures
a world on the brink of seismic change
through the eyes of two unforgettable
characters caught in the eye of the storm.
And reminds us why taking a side matters.
Kristina Olsson is a biographer, journalist
and award-winning author. Her second
novel, The China Garden, received the 2010
Barbara Jefferis Award for its empowering
depiction of women in society. She has
worked extensively as a teacher of creative
writing and journalism. She lives in Brisbane,
Australia.

To prevent his only daughter from
discovering his body, Jónas decides it’s
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Warlight
Michael Ondaatje
Nominated by:
Saint John Free Public Library, Canada
San Diego Public Library, USA
Ottawa Public Library, Canada
M. Rudomino All-Russia State Library for
Foreign Literature, Russia
In 1945, just after
World War II,
fourteen-year-old
Nathaniel and his
older sister, Rachel
stay behind in
London when their
parents move to
Singapore, leaving
them in the care of a
mysterious figure
named The Moth.
They suspect he might be a criminal, and they
grow more convinced and less concerned as
they come to know his eccentric crew of
friends: men and women, all of whom seem,
in some way, determined now to protect, and
educate Rachel and Nathaniel. But are they
really what they claim to be? And what does
it mean when the siblings’ mother returns
after months of silence without their father,
explaining nothing, excusing nothing?
Twelve years later, Nathaniel begins
to uncover all that he didn’t know and
understand in that time, and it is this journey–
through facts, recollection, and imagination–
that he narrates.
Michael Ondaatje is the author of six pre
vious novels, a memoir, a nonfiction book on
film, and several books of poetry. The English
Patient won the Booker Prize in 1992 and the
Golden Man Booker in 2018; Anil’s Ghost won
the Irish Times International Fiction Prize, the
Giller Prize, and the Prix Médicis. Born in Sri
Lanka, Michael Ondaatje now lives in Toronto.

Transparent City
Ondjaki
Translated from the Portuguese
by Stephen Henighan
Nominated by:
Biblioteca Pública Municipal do Porto,
Portugal
In a crumbling
apartment block in
the Angolan city of
Luanda, families
work, laugh, scheme,
and get by. In the
middle of it all is the
melancholic
Odonato, nostalgic
for the country of
his youth and
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searching for his lost son. As his hope drains
away and as the city outside his doors
changes beyond all recognition, Odonato’s
flesh becomes transparent and his body
increasingly weightless.
A captivating blend of magical realism,
scathing political satire, tender comedy, and
literary experimentation, Transparent City
offers a gripping and joyful portrait of urban
Africa quite unlike any before yet published
in English.
Ondjaki is the pen name for writer Ndalu de
Almeida. He was born in Luanda, Angola and
is the award-winning author of five novels,
four short-story collections, numerous
books of poems and stories for children. His
books have been translated into more than a
dozen languages. The Guardian named him
one of its “Top Five African Writers.”

There There
Tommy Orange
Nominated by:
Veria Central Public Library, Greece
Toronto Public Library, Canada
Limerick City & County Library, Ireland
Milwaukee Public Library, USA
Kansas City Public Library, USA
Multnomah County Library, USA
Richmond Public Library, USA
The Seattle Public Library, USA
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, USA
Denver Public Library, USA
The Public Library of Cincinnati & Hamilton
County, USA
Boston Public Library, USA
New Hampshire State Library, USA
Tommy Orange’s
wondrous and
shattering novel
follows twelve
characters from
Native communities:
all traveling to the
Big Oakland
Powwow, all
connected to one
another in ways they
may not yet realize.
Among them is Jacquie Red Feather, newly
sober and trying to make it back to the
family she left behind. Dene Oxendene,
pulling his life together after his uncle’s
death and working at the powwow to honour
his memory. Fourteen-year-old Orvil, coming
to perform traditional dance for the very first
time. Together, this chorus of voices tells of
the plight of the urban Native American—
grappling with a complex and painful history,
with an inheritance of beauty and spirituality,
with communion and sacrifice and heroism.
Hailed as an instant classic, There There is
at once poignant and unflinching, utterly
contemporary and truly unforgettable.

Tommy Orange is a graduate of the MFA
program at the Institute of American Indian
Arts. An enrolled member of the Cheyenne
and Arapaho Tribes of Oklahoma, he was
born and raised in Oakland, California. There
There is his first novel

All This by Chance
Vincent O’Sullivan
Nominated by:
Wellington City Libraries, New Zealand
If we don’t have the
past in mind, it is
merely history. If we
do, it is still part of
the present.
Esther’s
grandparents first
meet at a church
dance in London
in 1947. Stephen,
a shy young Kiwi,
has left to practise pharmacy on the other
side of the world. Eva has grown up English,
with no memory of the Jewish family who
sent their little girl to safety. When the
couple emigrate, the peace they seek in New
Zealand cannot overcome the past they have
left behind.
Following the lives of Eva, her daughter Lisa
and her granddaughter Esther, All This by
Chance is a multigenerational family saga
about the legacy of the Holocaust and the
burden of secrets never shared.
Vincent O’Sullivan is a novelist, playwright
and poet. Let the River Stand, won the 1994
Montana NZ Book Award for fiction. His
most recent collection of short fiction is The
Families. He is a Distinguished Companion of
the New Zealand Order of Merit and was the
New Zealand poet laureate 2013–2015.

Where the Crawdads Sing
Delia Owens
Nominated by:
City Library of Rotterdam, Netherlands
Iowa City Public Library, USA
Laramie County Library System, USA
For years, rumours
of the “Marsh Girl”
have haunted
Barkley Cove, a
quiet town on the
North Carolina
coast. In late 1969,
when handsome
Chase Andrews is
found dead, the
locals immediately
suspect Kya Clark,

A heart-breaking coming-of-age story, and
a surprising tale of possible murder, Where
the Crawdads Sing reminds us that we are
forever shaped by the children we once were.
Delia Owens is the co-author of three
internationally bestselling nonfiction books
about her life as a wildlife scientist in Africa.
She has won the John Burroughs Award for
Nature Writing and has been published in
Nature, The African Journal of Ecology, and
International Wildlife, among many others.
Where the Crawdads Sing is her first novel.

Travelling in a Strange Land
David Park
Nominated by:
Dublin City Libraries, Ireland
The world is
shrouded in snow.
Transport has
ground to a halt.
Tom must venture
out into a
transformed and
treacherous
landscape to collect
his son, sick and
stranded in student
lodgings.
But on this solitary drive from Belfast to
Sunderland, Tom will be drawn into another
journey, one without a map or guide, and is
forced to chart pathways of family history
haunted by memory and clouded in regret.
Written in spare, crystalline prose by one of
the most important voices in contemporary
Irish writing, Travelling in a Strange Land is
a work of exquisite loss and transformative
grace. It is a novel about fathers and sons,
grief, memory, family and love; about the
gulfs that lie between us and those we love,
and the wrong turns that we take on our way
to find them.
David Park lives in County Down, Northern
Ireland. He has written nine previous books
including The Big Snow, Swallowing the
Sun, The Truth Commissioner, The Light of
Amsterdam, which was shortlisted for the
2014 International DUBLIN Literary Award.

Woman at Sea
Catherine Poulain
Translated from the French by Adriana Hunter
Nominated by:
Bibliothèque municipale de Colmar, France
Bibliothèques Municipales Genève,
Switzerland
Lili is a runaway.
She’s left behind her
native France to go
in search of freedom,
of adventure, of life.
Her search takes her
to Kodiak, Alaska,
home to a ragtag
community of
fishermen, army
vets and drifters
who man the
island’s fishing fleet. Despite her tiny frame,
faltering English and lack of experience, Lili
lands a job on board the Rebel, the only
woman on the boat.
Out on the open sea, everything is
heightened: colours are more vivid, sounds
are louder and the work is harder than
anything she’s ever known. The terrifying
intensity of the ocean is addictive to the
point of danger. But Lili is not alone: in her
fellow crewmembers she finds kindred
spirits – men living on the edge, drawn to
extremes.
Catherine Poulain has lived on the road and
on the sea for most of her life working in fish
farms in Iceland, on farms in Canada, in bars
in Hong Kong, in naval shipyards in the US.
She spent ten years fishing in Alaska before
returning to her native France. Woman at
Sea is her first novel.

The Overstory
Richard Powers
Nominated by:
Muntpunt, Belgium
Boston Public Library, USA
Regional Library of Karviná, Czech Republic
San Diego Public Library, USA
An artist inherits a
hundred years of
photographic
portraits, all of the
same doomed
American chestnut.
A hard-partying
undergraduate in
the late 1980s
electrocutes herself,
dies, and is sent
back into life by

creatures of air and light. A hearing- and
speech-impaired scientist discovers that
trees are communicating with one another.
An Air Force crewmember in the Vietnam
War is shot out of the sky, then saved by
falling into a banyan.
This is the story of these and five other
strangers, each summoned in different
ways by the natural world, who are brought
together in a last stand to save it from
catastrophe.

THE 2020 LONGLIST

the so-called Marsh Girl. But Kya is not what
they say. Sensitive and intelligent, she has
survived for years alone in the marsh that
she calls home, finding friends in the gulls
and lessons in the sand. Then the time
comes when she yearns to be touched and
loved. When two young men from town
become intrigued by her wild beauty, Kya
opens herself to a new life–until the
unthinkable happens.

Richard Powers is the author of twelve
novels, including Orfeo (which was
longlisted for the Man Booker Prize), The
Echo Maker, The Time of Our Singing,
Galatea 2.2 and Plowing the Dark. He is
the recipient of a MacArthur grant and
the National Book Award, and has been a
Pulitzer Prize and four-time NBCC finalist.
He lives in the foothills of the Great Smoky
Mountains.

The Art of White Roses
Viviana Prado-Núñez
Nominated by:
Jamaica Library Service, Jamaica
It is 1957 in
Marianao, a suburb
on the outskirts of
Havana. Adela
Santiago is thirteen
years old and lives
with her mother,
father, brother, and
grandfather. And yet
something is amiss.
Her neighbours are
disappearing. One by
one they are being abducted in the night and
no one knows who is responsible. Not only
that, but her parents’ marriage seems to be
disintegrating before her, and her sixteenyear-old cousin is involved with a bombing at
the Hotel Nacional.
Welcome to a world where the sight of
police officers shooting citizens in broad
daylight is a normalcy, where every day
there is a higher body count than the day
before, where in the cramped pews of
churches, in the creaking wood of people’s
front porches, in the floating smoke of
backwards Havana alleys, a revolution is
brewing. Welcome to Cuba.
Viviana Prado-Núñez was born in San
Juan, Puerto Rico. She is currently an
undergraduate student at Columbia
University in the City of New York. She won
the 2017 Burt Award for Caribbean Young
Adult Literature. The Art of White Roses is
her first novel.
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Resin
Ane Riel
Translated from the Danish
by Charlotte Barslund
Nominated by:
Aarhus Public Library, Denmark
Liv died when she
was just six years
old. Her father knew
he was the only one
who could keep her
safe in this world.
So, one evening he
left the isolated
house his little
family called home,
he pushed their boat
out to sea and
watched it ruin on the rocks. Then he walked
the long way into town to report his only
child missing.

But behind the boxes and the baskets
crowding her Dad’s workshop, Liv was hiding.
This way her Dad had said, she’d never have
to go to school; this way, she’d never have
to leave her parents. This way, Liv would be
safe.
Suspenseful and heart-breaking, Resin is
the story of what can happen when you
love someone too much – when your desire
to keep them safe becomes the thing that
could irrevocably harm them.
Ane Riel has won Scandinavia’s four most
prestigious literary awards including Best
Crime Novel from the Swedish Crime
Writer’s Academy and The Harald Mogensen
Award for her novel Resin which has been a
bestseller around the world.

The Lost Flowers of Alice Hart
Holly Ringland
Nominated by:
Katona József Library of Bács-Kiskun
County, Hungary
After her family
suffers a tragedy,
nine-year-old Alice
Hart is forced to
leave her idyllic
seaside home. She is
taken in by her
grandmother, June,
a flower farmer who
raises Alice on the
language of
Australian native
flowers, a way to say the things that are too
hard to speak.

34

www.dublinliteraryaward.ie

Under the watchful eye of June and the
women who run the farm, Alice settles,
but grows up increasingly frustrated by
how little she knows of her family’s story.
In her early twenties, Alice’s life is thrown
into upheaval again when she suffers
devastating betrayal and loss. Desperate to
outrun grief, Alice flees to the dramatically
beautiful central Australian desert. In this
otherworldly landscape Alice thinks she has
found solace, until she meets a charismatic
and ultimately dangerous man.
Holly Ringland grew up in Northern
Australia. Her essays and short fiction
have been published in various anthologies
and literary journals. Her debut novel, The
Lost Flowers of Alice Hart has sold in 24
territories around the world, winning the
2019 ABIA General Fiction Book Award.

Fruit of the Drunken Tree
Ingrid Rojas Contreras
Nominated by:
Chicago Public Library, USA
Seven-year-old
Chula lives a
carefree life in her
gated community in
Bogotá, but the
threat of
kidnappings, car
bombs, and
assassinations hover
just outside her
walls, where the
godlike drug lord
Pablo Escobar reigns, capturing the
attention of the nation.
When her mother hires Petrona, a live-inmaid from the city’s guerrilla-occupied slum,
Chula makes it her mission to understand
Petrona’s mysterious ways. Petrona is a
young woman crumbling under the burden
of providing for her family as the rip tide of
first love pulls her in the opposite direction.
As both girls’ families scramble to maintain
stability amidst the rapidly escalating
conflict, Petrona and Chula find themselves
entangled in a web of secrecy.
Fruit of the Drunken Tree is a powerful
testament to the impossible choices women
are often forced to make in the face of
violence.
Ingrid Rojas Contreras was born and
raised in Bogotá, Colombia. Her essays and
short stories have appeared in, amongst
others, The Los Angeles Review of Books
and Electric Literature. She has received
fellowships and awards from The Missouri
Review, Bread Loaf Writer’s Conference,
VONA and Hedgebrook to name but a few.

Normal People
Sally Rooney
Nominated by:
Dunedin Public Libraries, New Zealand
Stadtbücherei Frankfurt am Main, Germany
Waterford City & County Libraries, Ireland
Christchurch City Libraries, New Zealand
At school Connell
and Marianne
pretend not to know
each other. He’s
popular and
well-adjusted, while
she is lonely, proud,
and intensely private.
But when Connell
comes to pick his
mother up from her
job at Marianne’s
house, a strange and indelible connection
grows between the two teenagers—one they
are determined to conceal.
A year later, they’re both studying at Trinity
College in Dublin. Marianne has found her
feet in a new social world while Connell
hangs at the side-lines, shy and uncertain.
Throughout their years at university, Marianne
and Connell circle one another, straying
toward other people and possibilities but
always magnetically, irresistibly drawn
back together. And as she veers into selfdestruction and he begins to search for
meaning elsewhere, each must confront how
far they are willing to go to save the other.
Sally Rooney was born in the west of Ireland
in 1991. Her work has appeared in Granta,
The White Review, The Dublin Review, The
Stinging Fly, Kevin Barry’s Stonecutter and
The Winter Pages anthology. She is the author
of Conversations with Friends.

Confessions of the Fox
Jody Rosenberg
Nominated by:
Pikes Peak Library District, USA
Jack Sheppard and
Edgeworth Bess
were the most
notorious thieves,
jailbreakers, and
lovers of eighteenthcentury London. Yet
no one knows the
true story; their
confessions have
never been found.
Until now. Reeling from heartbreak, a
scholar named Dr. Voth discovers a long-lost
manuscript—a gender-defying exposé of
Jack and Bess’s adventures. Is Confessions
of the Fox an authentic autobiography or a
hoax? As Dr. Voth is drawn deeper into Jack

Jordy Rosenberg is a transgender writer
and scholar. He is the author of a scholarly
monograph, Critical Enthusiasm: Capital
Accumulation and the Transformation of
Religious Passion. He lives in New York
City and Northampton, Massachusetts.
Confessions of the Fox is his first novel.

All the Lives We Never Lived
Anuradha Roy
Nominated by:
Free Library of Philadelphia, USA
This is the story of
Myshkin and his
mother, Gayatri, a
rebellious, alluring
artist who abandons
parenthood and
marriage to follow
her primal desire for
freedom.
Though freedom
may be stirring in
the air of India, across the world the Nazis
have risen to power in Germany. At this point
of crisis, a German artist from Gayatri’s past
seeks her out. His arrival ignites passions
she has long been forced to suppress.
What follows is her life as pieced together
by her son, a journey that takes him through
India and Dutch‑held Bali. Excavating
the roots of the world in which he was
abandoned, he comes to understand his
long‑lost mother, and the connections
between strife at home and a war‑torn
universe overtaken by patriotism.
Anuradha Roy is the author of An Atlas of
Impossible Longing and The Folded Earth, as
well as Sleeping on Jupiter, which won the
DSC Prize for Fiction 2016 and was longlisted for the Man Booker Prize 2015. She
lives in Ranikhet, India.

Frankenstein in Baghdad
Ahmed Saadawi
Translated from the Arabic by
Jonathan Wright
Nominated by:
Zentral-und Landesbibliothek Berlin,
Germany
From the rubblestrewn streets of
U.S.-occupied
Baghdad, Hadi—a
scavenger and an
oddball fixture at a
local café—collects
human body parts
and stitches them
together to create a
corpse. His goal, he
claims, is for the
government to recognize the parts as people
and to give them proper burial. But when the
corpse goes missing, a wave of eerie murders
sweeps the city, and reports stream in of a
horrendous-looking criminal who, though shot,
cannot be killed. Hadi soon realises he’s
created a monster, one that needs human
flesh to survive—first from the guilty, and then
from anyone in its path.
Frankenstein in Baghdad captures with whiteknuckle horror and black humour the surreal
reality of contemporary Iraq.
Ahmed Saadawi is an Iraqi novelist, poet,
screenwriter, and documentary filmmaker. He
is the first Iraqi to win the International Prize
for Arabic Fiction. In 2010 he was selected for
Beirut39, as one of the 39 best Arab authors
under the age of 39. He was born in Baghdad,
where he still lives.

Painter to the King
Amy Sackville
Nominated by:
Cork City Libraries, Ireland
This is a portrait of
Diego Velazquez,
from his arrival at the
court of King Philip IV
of Spain, to his death
38 years and scores
of paintings later. It is
a portrait of a
relationship that is
not quite a friendship,
between an artist
and his subject. It is a
portrait of a ruler, always on duty, and
increasingly burdened by a life of public
expectation and repeated private grief. And it is
a portrait of a court collapsing under the
weight of its own excess. Unfolding through a
series of masterly set-pieces and glancing

sketches, this is a novel of brilliance,
imagination and sheer style about what is
shown and what is seen, about art and life.
Amy Sackville is the author of The Still
Point which won the John Llewellyn Rhys
award and was longlisted for the Orange
Prize and Orkney which won a Somerset
Maugham Award. She studied English and
Theatre Studies at Leeds and last year
completed the MA in Creative & Life Writing
at Goldsmiths.
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and Bess’s tale of underworld resistance
and gender transformation, it becomes clear
that their fates are intertwined—and only a
miracle will save them all.

Piranhas
Roberto Saviano
Translated from the Italian
by Antony Shugaar
Nominated by:
Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di Roma, Italy
Nicolas Fiorillo is a
brilliant and
ambitious fifteenyear-old from the
slums of Naples,
eager to make his
mark and to acquire
power and the
money that comes
with it. With nine
friends, he sets out
to create a new
paranza, or gang. Together they roam the
streets on their motorscooters, learning how
to break into the network of small-time
hoodlums that controls drug-dealing and
petty crime in the city. They learn to cheat
and to steal, to shoot semiautomatic pistols
and AK-47s.
Slowly they begin to wrest control of the
neighbourhoods from enemy gangs while
making alliances with failing old bosses.
Nicolas’s strategic brilliance is prodigious,
and his cohorts’ rapid rise and envelopment
in the ensuing maelstrom of violence and
death is riveting and impossible to turn away
from.
Roberto Saviano was born in 1979 and
studied philosophy at the University of
Naples. Gomorrah, his first book, has won
many awards, including the prestigious 2006
Viareggio Literary Award, and was adapted
into a play, a film, and a television series.
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Sophia, or The Beginning
of all Tales
Rafik Schami

18th-century ancestor, a traveller and
ornithologist who developed a theory of the
language of birds.

Translated from the German
by Monique Arav & John Hannon

Embroiled in the war and his own memories,
Paul preoccupies himself with bird watching
and keeping a diary of his sightings. The
Language of Birds is punctuated by lyrical
musings, deftly weaving passages on the
travels of Ambrosius in the late 18thcentury and the stories of those Paul has
left behind at home. The result is a sad,
meditative novel that poignantly reflects the
constant and inescapable presence of the
past.

Nominated by:
Leipziger Städtische Bibliotheken, Germany
Stadtbibliothek Bremen, Germany
As a young girl,
Sophia falls deeply
in love with Karim,
but weds a rich
goldsmith instead. A
few years later,
Karim is accused of
an assassination he
did not commit and
Sophia saves his life.
He promises that
she will forever have
his loyalty, no matter the risk to himself.
Long after the incident is buried in memory,
Sophia’s only son, Salman, returns to
Damascus after forty years of exile in Italy;
when his photo appears in the newspaper, he
is forced into hiding and fears for his life.
Remembering Karim’s promise, Sophia
decides to call on him for help in spite of the
many years that have passed, and the lost
opportunity of their once-consuming passion.
Rafik Schami was born in Damascus and
studied in Germany where he became a
leading German novelist and a pivotal
figure in the European migrant literature
movement. He has received the Hermann
Hesse Prize and he was the 2010 Winner of
the Independent Publisher Book Award Gold
Medal for The Dark Side of Love.

The Language of Birds
Norbert Scheuer
Translated from the German
by Stephen Brown
Nominated by:
Leipziger Städtische Bibliotheken, Germany
Paul Arimond is an
army paramedic
based in
Afghanistan; it is
2003 and war rages
around him. Yet Paul
is more troubled by
what he has left
behind — a
permanently
damaged friend
injured in a car
crash in which Paul was driving. His
enlistment is in part an attempt to escape
his feelings of guilt, but also motivated by a
fascination with Ambrosius Arimond, his
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Norbert Scheuer has written novels, short
fiction and poetry. His 2009 novel Überm
Rauschen was shortlisted for the German
Book Prize and he is the recipient of the
George K. Glaser Prize and the Rhineland
Prize for Literature.

Theory of Bastards
Audrey Schulman
Nominated by:
Multnomah County Library, USA
Life is finally worth
living for Francine.
After the years
stolen by
unbearable,
undiagnosed pain, a
recent surgery has
provided a cure. And
her subversive
scientific discovery,
the “Theory of
Bastards,” which has
unseated public figures and past presidents,
has rewarded her with a generous grant and
a prestigious placement at The Foundation.
Now she is beginning further research on a
group of remarkable animals, bonobos.
She makes steady progress until storms
of dry winds sweep out of the abandoned
places, and the scientists retreat to safety.
Only a select few stay behind, with Francine
and the man she has come to love, to
weather the storm and protect their simian
research subjects. Through the dusty
aftermath, the possibility of a new and better
world becomes clear.
Audrey Schulman is the author of four
previous novels: Three Weeks in December
(Europa, 2012), Swimming With Jonah,
The Cage, and A House Named Brazil. Her
work has been translated into eleven
languages. Born in Montreal, she now lives
in Cambridge, Massachusetts, where she
runs HEET.

The Book of M
Peng Shepherd
Nominated by:
Stockholm Public Library, Sweden
One afternoon at an
outdoor market in
India, a man’s
shadow disappears,
inexplicably. He is
only the first. The
phenomenon
spreads like a plague,
and while those
afflicted gain a
strange new power, it
comes at a horrible
price: the loss of all their memories. Ory and
his wife Max have escaped the Forgetting so
far by hiding in an abandoned hotel deep in the
woods. But one day Max’s shadow disappears
too. Knowing that the more she forgets, the
more dangerous she will become to Ory, Max
runs away. But Ory refuses to give up the time
they have left together. Desperate to find Max
before her memory disappears completely, he
tracks her across a perilous, unrecognizable
world in which the sinister cult of the shadow
less worshippers is on the rise.
Peng Shepherd was born and raised in
Phoenix, Arizona, where she rode horses and
trained in classical ballet, and has lived in
many different countries. Her debut novel, The
Book of M, has been featured in The Guardian,
Gizmodo, Book Riot, and Elle Canada. She is a
winner of the Elizabeth George Foundation’s
emerging writers grant

Lake Success
Gary Shteyngart
Nominated by:
Universitäts-und Landesbibliothek Bonn,
Germany
Universitätsbibliothek Bern, Switzerland
Barry Cohen, master
of the universe, has
just had a very public
meltdown involving a
dinner party, an
insider trading
investigation and a
$30,000 bottle of
Japanese whisky. So
he flees New York
City, leaving behind
his beautiful young
wife and son, but remembering to bring his six
favourite designer watches. Zig-zagging south
through Trump’s America on a Greyhound Bus
pilgrimage he is singularly unprepared for,
Barry heads to Texas - to find his old college
girlfriend and, with her, a shot at a second
chance.

Catching the Light
Susan Sinnott
Nominated by :
Newfoundland & Labrador Public Libraries,
Canada
This was the line
between here and
there. No landwash,
no vague intertidal
zone, no undecided.
She stood at the
edge, a mass of
instincts and
yearnings and
despair…

Öraefi: The Wasteland
Ófeigur Sigurðsson
Translated from the Icelandic
by Lytton Smith
Nominated by :
Reykjavík City Library, Iceland
After a grueling solo
expedition on
Vatnajökull Glacier,
Austrian toponymist
Bernhardt
Fingerberg returns
to civilization, barely
alive, and into the
care of Dr. Lassi.
The doctor,
suspicious of his
story, attempts to
discover his real motives for venturing into
the treacherous wastelands of Iceland—but
the secrets she unravels may be more
dangerous than they’re worth. Was he really
researching place names out there, or
retracing the footsteps of a 20-year-old
crime involving someone very close to him?
Ófeigur Sigurðsson is a poet, novelist and
translator. Ófeigur has worked in many
jobs from uniformed night-watchman to
dock worker. He studied Philosophy at the
University of Iceland. His second novel, Jón
became the first Icelandic novel to receive
the European Union Prize for Literature.
Ófeigur’s latest book, the bestseller Öræfi,
received the Icelandic Literary Prize.

The kids call her
Lighthouse: no lights on up there. In a small
town, everyone knows when you can’t read.
But Cathy is just distracted by the light, lines,
and artistry of everyday life. She is a talented
artist growing up in tiny Mariners Cove
and yearns for acceptance. She dreams of
enrolling in art school, but getting there will
be a struggle. Hutch Parsons is everything
Cathy is not: charismatic, popular, smart.
Overflowing with energy, he is confident in his
plans for the future. But one icy evening his
world is upended and those plans are swept
away.
Susan Sinnott was awarded the Percy Janes
First Novel Award for her then-unpublished
manuscript, “Just Like Always,” (Catching
the Light) and an excerpt was adapted
for inclusion in Racket, an anthology of
short fiction by the Port Authority writing
group, edited by Lisa Moore. Susan has also
contributed to the Newfoundland Quarterly
Online.

Lullaby
Leïla Slimani
Translated from the French by Sam Taylor
Nominated by:
Bibliothèque Municipale de Reims, France
Galway Public Libraries, Ireland
Universitäts-und Landesbibliothek Bonn,
Germany
Stadtbüchereien Düsseldorf, Germany
Ferguson Library, USA

would find Louise: a quiet, polite and devoted
woman who sings to their children, cleans
the family’s chic Paris apartment, stays
late without complaint and hosts enviable
birthday parties. But as the couple and their
nanny become more and more dependent
on each other, jealousy, resentment and
suspicions increase, until Myriam and Paul’s
idyllic domesticity is shattered . . .
Leïla Slimani is the first Moroccan woman
to win France’s most prestigious literary
prize, the Prix Goncourt, which she won for
Lullaby. A journalist and commentator on
women’s and human rights, she is French
president Emmanuel Macron’s personal
representative for the promotion of the
French language and culture. Born in
Morocco, she now lives in Paris.
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Gary Shteyngart is the bestselling author
of the memoir Little Failure and the novels
Super Sad True Love Story (winner of the
Bollinger Everyman Wodehouse Prize),
Absurdistan, The Russian Debutante’s
Handbook (winner of the Stephen Crane
Award for First Fiction and Lake Success.
His books have been published in thirty
countries.

The Lucky Galah
Tracy Sorensen
Nominated by:
National Library of Australia, Australia
It’s 1969, and a
remote coastal
town in Western
Australia is poised
to play a pivotal part
in the moon landing.
Radar technician
Evan Johnson and
his colleagues stare
at a grainy screen,
transfixed, as
Armstrong takes
that first small step.
I was in my cage, of course, unheard,
underestimated, biscuit crumbs on my beak.
But fate is a curious thing. For just as Evan’s
story is about to end, my story prepares to
take flight.
Tracy Sorensen is a novelist, journalist,
and video maker based in Australia. Her
novel, The Lucky Galah, has been longlisted
for the 2019 Miles Franklin and the Indie
Booksellers awards. It was shortlisted
for three awards including the Readings
Prize for new Australian fiction. Tracy is
working on a PhD in craft & climate change
communication.

The baby is dead. It
took only a few
seconds.
When Myriam, a
brilliant lawyer,
decides to return to
work, she and her
husband look for a
nanny for their two
young children. They
never dreamed they
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The Invisible Library
Thorvald Steen
Translated from the Norwegian by James
Anderson
Nominated by:
Deichman - Oslo Public Library, Norway
The year is 323 BCE.
King Alexander of
Macedonia—
Alexander the
Great—lies
paralysed by poison
in his palace in
Babylon. He is
thirty-two years old,
had Aristotle as a
mentor, and is the
greatest military
commander the world has ever seen. At the
other end of the palace, Phyllis, a cook for
Alexander’s army, sits locked in a room,
arrested on suspicion of being the poisoner.
All of her adult life she has lived in the field
and for a long period of time was
Alexander’s lover.
Who has poisoned the king? Phyllis is
allowed to live as long as she writes down
everything she knows about Alexander. She
tells a brutal story of the violent daily life in
the war, about the planning of the expansion
into the Arabian Peninsula, about an invisible
library containing marvellous manuscripts
and discoveries, and about the passion
between a cook and a king.
Thorvald Steen has published a wide
range of novels, plays, collections of
poems and short stories, children’s
books and essays. His Norwegian
breakthrough came in 1992 with a cycle
of poems, Ilden, and shortly afterwards
he achieved international recognition
with his creative historical novels Don
Carlos, Giovanni, Constantinople and Camel
Clouds. In 2006, he wrote the coming-ofage-novel The Weight of Snow Crystals,
followed in 2008 with the freestanding
sequel The Longest Leap.
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My Father Was a Man on Land
and a Whale in the Water
Michelle Steinbeck
Translated from the German by Jen Calleja
Nominated by:
Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin,
Germany
A young woman
goes on a perilous
journey in search of
her absent father.
What ensues is a
Freudian adult fairy
tale.
This Swiss novella
opens as a child
bursts into the
home of the narrator,
Loribeth and attacks her with an iron. A fight
breaks out and within pages, the story has
spiralled into a hallucinatory, savage world
in which Loribeth throws the iron onto the
child from an upstairs window, stuffs the
damaged body inside a suitcase and takes
off on a journey to find her estranged father,
encountering a host of bizarre characters
along the way.
Michelle Steinbeck is a Swiss author,
curator and editor. Her first novel, My Father
was a Man on Land and a Whale in the
Water was published in 2016 (Lenos) and
nominated for the Swiss and German Book
Prizes.

Elefant
Martin Suter
Translated from the German by
Jamie Bulloch
Nominated by:
Stadtbücherei Heidelberg, Germany
Schoch, down-andout, alcoholic and
living on the streets
of Zurich, wakes one
morning to see a
small pink elephant
hiding out at the
back of his shelter.
Understandably, he
thinks he is
hallucinating and
resolves to consider
it no further but when he returns later, the
little creature is still there and is clearly in
need of his help. Schoch subsequently
discovers that the small elephant is a
product of genetic engineering and that the
evil scientists who created her are hell-bent
on recapturing her and using her to make
themselves rich. Schoch, with the help of his

friend, Valerie, nurture Sabu and do
everything they can to protect her from
exploitation.
Martin Suter is a novelist, screenwriter
and newspaper columnist. He has written a
dozen novels, including “Small World” and
A perfect friend, many of them best-sellers
in Europe and translated into 32 languages.
He is well known for his weekly column
“Business Class” in the weekly newspaper
“Weltwoche” (1992-2004) and in the daily
“Tagesanzeiger”.

Children of God
Lars Petter Sveen
Translated from the Norwegian by Guy Puzey
Nominated by:
Deichman - Oslo Public Library, Norway
Sølvberget Library & Culture Centre,
Norway
Lars Petter Sveen’s
Children of God
recounts the lives of
people on the
margins of the New
Testament; thieves,
Roman soldiers,
prostitutes, lepers,
healers, and the
occasional disciple
all get a chance to
speak. In the
opening story, a group of soldiers are tasked
with carrying out King Herod’s edict to
slaughter the young male children in
Bethlehem but waver in their resolve. These
interwoven stories harbour surprises at
every turn, as the characters reappear. A
group of thieves on the road to Jericho
encounters no good Samaritan but
themselves. A boy healed of his stutter will
later regress. A woman searching for her
lover from beyond the grave cannot find
solace. At crucial moments an old blind man
appears, urging the characters to give in to
their darker impulses.
Lars Petter Sveen was named one of
Norway’s ten best authors under thirty-five
by Morgenbladet, and has received Tarjei
Vesaas’s Debutant Prize and the Per Olov
Enquist Literary Prize. Children of God is his
first book to be translated into English.

Nominated by:
India International Centre Library, India
The novel begins in
the depths of the
Andaman Sea, and
follows geological
and emotional
faultlines through
the Irrawaddy delta
and the tourist-trap
of Thamel, to end
amidst the highest
glaciers and passes
of the Karakorams.
The story sweeps through worlds and times
that are inhabited by: a scientist who studies
trees and a clairvoyant who talks to them;
Lord Goodenough who travels around the
furthest reaches of the Raj, giving names to
nameless places; a geologist working
towards ending futile wars over a glacier;
octogenarian lovers; a superstitious dictator
and a mother struggling to get her
revolutionary son released; a yeti who seeks
human companionship; a turtle who turns
first into a boat and then a woman; and the
ghost of an evaporated ocean as restless as
the continents.
Shubhangi Swarup is a journalist and
educationist. She was awarded the Charles
Pick Fellowship for Creative Writing at the
University of East Anglia, and has also won
awards for gender sensitivity in feature
writing. She lives in Mumbai.

Pobeda 1946:A Car Called
Victory
Ilmar Taska
Translated from the Estonian
by Christopher Moseley
Nominated by:
Tallinn Central Library, Estonia
Tartu Public Library, Estonia
In Tallinn in 1946 a
young boy is
transfixed by the
beauty of a
luxurious creamcoloured car gliding
down the street. It is
a Russian Pobeda, a
car called Victory.
The sympathetic
driver invites the boy
for a ride and
enquires about his family. Soon the boy’s
father disappears. Ilmar Taska’s debut novel
captures the distrust and fear among
Estonians living under Soviet occupation

after World War II. The reader is transported
to a world seen through the eyes of a young
boy, where it is difficult to know who is right
and who is wrong, be they occupiers or
occupied. Resistance fighters, exiles,
informants and torturers all find themselves
living in Stalin’s long shadow.
Ilmar Taska is best known in his native
Estonia as a film director and producer.
Pobeda 1946: A Car Called Victory is his first
full novel, and is based on a prize-winning
short story from 2014.

Matei Brunul
Lucian Dan Teodorovici
Translated from the Romanian
by Alistair Ian Blyth
Nominated by:
“Octavian Goga” Cluj County Library,
Romania
The year is 1959,
one of the darkest
periods of Romania’s
communist regime.
Political prisoner
Bruno Matei, a
puppeteer of Italian
ancestry, has been
released from jail a
broken man,
suffering from
amnesia. An uneasy
relationship forms between ‘Matei Brunul’
and Bojin, the secret policeman who keeps
him under constant surveillance. Gradually,
the secret police try to remold Matei’s mind
by rewriting his past. In parallel, a harrowing
second narrative reveals Matei’s prison
experiences.
Lucian Dan Teodorovici is a novelist,
author of short fiction, and screenwriter. His
novel Our Circus Presents was published in
English translation by Dalkey Archive Press
in 2009. Matei Brunul (2011) has earned
widespread critical acclaim in Romania and
won a number of major international awards
including the Augustin Fratila literary prize.

Women Talking
Miriam Toews
Nominated by:
Ottawa Public Library, Canada
Winnipeg Public Library, Canada
One evening, eight
Mennonite women
climb into a hay loft
to conduct a secret
meeting. For the
past two years, each
of these women,
and more than a
hundred other girls
in their colony, has
been repeatedly
violated in the night
by demons coming to punish them for their
sins. Now that the women have learned they
were in fact drugged and attacked by a
group of men from their own community,
they are determined to protect themselves
and their daughters from future harm.
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Latitudes of Longing
Shubhangi Swarup

While the men of the colony are off in the
city, attempting to raise enough money
to bail out the rapists and bring them
home, these women-all illiterate, without
any knowledge of the world outside their
community and unable even to speak the
language of the country they live in-have
very little time to make a choice: Should
they stay in the only world they’ve ever
known or should they dare to escape?
Miriam Toews is a Canadian writer, best
known for her novels A Complicated
Kindness and All My Puny Sorrows. She has
won a number of literary prizes including the
Governor General’s Award for Fiction and
the Writers’ Trust Engel/Findley Award for
body of work.

Drive Your Plow Over the Bones
of the Dead
Olga Tokarczuk
Translated from the Polish
by Antonia Lloyd-Jones
Nominated by:
Miejska Biblioteka Publiczna we Wrocławiu,
Poland
In a remote Polish
village, Janina
devotes the dark
winter days to
studying astrology,
translating the
poetry of William
Blake, and taking
care of the summer
homes of wealthy
Warsaw residents.
Her reputation as a
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crank and a recluse is amplified by her
not-so-secret preference for the company of
animals over humans. Then a neighbor, Big
Foot, turns up dead. Soon other bodies are
discovered, in increasingly strange
circumstances. As suspicions mount, Janina
inserts herself into the investigation, certain
that she knows whodunnit.
Drive Your Plow over the Bones of the Dead
is a provocative exploration of the murky
borderland between sanity and madness,
justice and tradition, autonomy and fate.
Whom do we deem sane? Who is worthy
of a voice?
Olga Tokarczuk is one of Poland’s most
celebrated writers, translated into more
than thirty languages. She is the author of
ten works of fiction, including Flights, which
won the 2018 Man Booker International
Prize and was a finalist for the 2019 National
Book Award in Translation.
In October 2019, Olga was awarded the
Nobel Prize in Literature for 2018.

The Seven Deaths of Evelyn
Hardcastle
Stuart Turton
Nominated by:
Openbare Bibliotheek Brugge, Belgium
Tonight, Evelyn
Hardcastle will be
killed ... Again
It is meant to be a
celebration but it
ends in tragedy. As
fireworks explode
overhead, Evelyn
Hardcastle, the
young and beautiful
daughter of the
house, is killed.
But Evelyn will not die just once. Until Aiden
– one of the guests summoned to Blackheath
for the party – can solve her murder, the day
will repeat itself, over and over again. Every
time ending with the fateful pistol shot. The
only way to break this cycle is to identify the
killer. But each time the day begins again,
Aiden wakes in the body of a different guest.
And someone is determined to prevent him
ever escaping Blackheath...
Stuart Turton is an internationally
bestselling author and journalist from
England. His debut novel, The Seven Deaths
of Evelyn Hardcastle won the First Novel
Award at the 2018 Costa Book Awards and
has sold in 28 languages. Turton lives in
London.
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Fox
Dubravka Ugresic
Translated from the Croatian
by Ellen Elias-Bursać and David Williams
Nominated by:
Gradska knjižnice Rijeka, Croatia
With characteristic
wit and narrative
force, Fox takes us
from Russia to
Japan, through
Balkan minefields
and American road
trips, and from the
1920s to the present,
as it explores the
power of
storytelling and
literary invention, notions of betrayal, and
the randomness of human lives and
biographies.
Using the duplicitous and shape-shifting
fox of Eastern folklore as a motif, Ugresic
constructs a novel that reinvents itself over
and over, blending nuggets of literary trivia
(like how Nabokov named the Neonympha
dorothea dorothea butterfly after the
woman who drove him cross-country),
with the timeless story of a woman trying
to escape her hometown and find love to
magical effect.
Dubravka Ugresic is the winner of several
major literary prizes including the Austrian
State Prize for European Literature 1998 and
Neustadt International Prize for Literature
2016 and finalist of Man Booker International
Prize 2009. He lives in Amsterdam.

Don’t Skip Out on Me
Willy Vlautin
Nominated by:
Openbare Bibliotheek Gent, Belgium
Meet Horace Hopper,
a twenty-one-yearold farm hand in
Tonopah, Nevada,
who works for Mr
Reese and his wife,
the nearest thing
he’s had to family in
years.
But Horace, halfwhite half-Paiute
Indian, dreams of bigger things. Leaving
behind the farm and its fragile stability, he
heads south to re-invent himself as the
Mexican boxer Hector Hidalgo. Slowly,
painfully, the possibility emerges that his
dreams might not just be the delusions of
a lost soul. But at what cost, and what of
those he’s left behind?

Exploring the fringes of contemporary
America, Don’t Skip Out on Me is a
compassionate novel about the need for
human connection and understanding - and
essential reading, now more than ever.
Willy Vlautin was born and raised in Reno,
Nevada. Vlautin has published four other
novels: The Free, Lean on Pete, Northline
and The Motel Life. He is the singer and
songwriter of the band Richmond Fontaine
and a member of the band The Delines. He
lives outside Portland, Oregon.

The End of Loneliness
Benedict Wells
Translated from the German
by Charlotte Collins
Nominated by:
Stadtbibliothek Bremen, Germany
Stadtbüchereien Düsseldorf, Germany
Leipziger Städtische Bibliotheken, Germany
Jules Moreau’s
childhood is
shattered after the
sudden death of his
parents. Enrolled in
boarding school
where he and his
siblings, Marty and
Liz, are forced to live
apart, the once
vivacious and
fearless Jules
retreats inward, preferring to live within his
memories – until he meets Alva, a kindred
soul caught in her own grief. Fifteen years
pass and the siblings remain strangers to
one another, bound by tragedy and
struggling to recover the family they once
were. Jules, still adrift, is anchored only by
his desires to be a writer and to reunite with
Alva, who turned her back on their friendship
on the precipice of it becoming more. But,
just as it seems they can make amends for
time wasted, invisible forces – whether fate
or chance – intervene.
Benedict Wells was born in 1984 in Munich.
In 2016 he won the European Prize for
Literature for his third novel, The End of
Loneliness, which remained on the German
bestseller list for over a year. After years
of living in Barcelona, Wells has recently
returned to Berlin.

Nominated by:
Houston Public Library, USA
From the New York
Times bestselling
authors of The
Forgotten Room
comes a captivating
historical mystery,
infused with
romance, that links
the lives of three
women across a
century—two deep
in the past, one in
the present—to the doomed passenger liner,
RMS Lusitania. As the Lusitania steams
toward its fate, three women work against
time to unravel a plot that will change the
course of their lives… and history itself.
Beatriz Williams is a graduate of Stanford
University with an MBA from Columbia and
lives near the Connecticut shore.
Lauren Willig is a New York Times and USA
Today bestselling author of several novels.
She lives in New York City with her family.
Karen White is a New York Times and
USA Today bestselling author and currently
writes Southern women’s fiction. She lives
in Georgia.

Tell the Machine Goodnight
Katie Williams
Nominated by:
Pikes Peak Library District, USA
Pearl’s job is to
make people happy.
Every day she
provides customers
with personalized
recommendations
for greater
contentment. She’s
good at her job, her
office manager tells
her, successful. But
how does one

most surprise and define us. With warmth,
humour, and a clever touch, Williams taps into
our collective unease about the modern world
and allows us see it a little more clearly.
Katie Williams is the author of the young
adult novels Absent and The Space Between
Trees. Her writing has appeared in The
Atlantic, Best American Fantasy, American
Short Fiction, Prairie Schooner, Subtropics, and
elsewhere. She teaches writing at Academy of
Art University in San Francisco.

Blue Jewellery
Katharina Winkler
Translated from the German by Laura Wagner
Nominated by:
Büchereien Wien, Austria
When Filiz meets
Yunus, he is young
and beautiful, and
Filiz is proud that he
wants her. Against
her father’s wishes,
they marry when she
is thirteen. Yunus is
her entire universe,
all encompassing, all
powerful. Soon after
the wedding, Filiz’s
dream of living in the West with her husband,
of escaping their small village in Anatolia for
freedom and autonomy, comes crashing down
around her. Yunus, only a few years older than
his bride, turns their marriage into a prison of
dependency and violence. Trapped in her
mother-in-law’s house, Filiz is subjected to
physical and mental abuse, forced to veil
herself and treated as a house slave. When
she becomes pregnant, Filiz seems to have
reached her breaking point. But she endures.
When Yunus moves his young family first to
Istanbul and then to Austria, the life he had
once promised her seems to be within reach.
But there is no escaping the spiral of violence
and love, which, to Filiz, have become
inseparable.

The Shepherd’s Hut
Tim Winton
Nominated by:
Bergen Offentlige Bibliotek, Norway
Jaxie dreads going
home. His mum’s
dead. The old man
bashes him without
mercy, and he wishes
he was an orphan.
But no one’s ever
told Jaxie Clackton
to be careful what he
wishes for.
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The Glass Ocean
Beatriz Williams, Lauren Willig &
Karen White

In one terrible
moment his life is stripped to little more
than what he can carry and how he can keep
himself alive. There’s just one person left in
the world who can understand him and what
he dares to hope for. But to reach her he’ll
have to cross the vast saltlands on a trek that
only a dreamer or a fugitive would attempt.
The Shepherd’s Hut is about solitude and
unlikely friendship, about the raw business of
survival, but most of all about what it takes
to keep love and hope alive in a parched and
brutal world.
Tim Winton lives in Western Australia. His
first novel, An Open Swimmer, won the
Australian Vogel Award in 1981. He has
won the Miles Franklin Award four times for
Shallows, Cloudstreet, Dirt Music and Breath
and twice been shortlisted for the Booker
Prize for The Riders and Dirt Music.

Katharina Winkler was born in Vienna and
studied German and Theater Studies. She
lives and works in Berlin and Blue Jewelery
is her debut novel.

measure an emotion?
Meanwhile, there’s Pearl’s teenage son,
Rhett. A sensitive kid who has forged an
unconventional path through adolescence,
Rhett seems to find greater contentment in
being unhappy.
Told from an alternating cast of endearing
characters from within Pearl and Rhett’s
world, Tell the Machine Goodnight delivers a
smartly moving and entertaining story about
relationships and the ways that they can
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A Station on the Path to
Somewhere Better
Benjamin Wood
Nominated by:
M. Rudomino All-Russia State Library for
Foreign Literature, Russia

Bridge of Clay
Markus Zusak

Nominated by:
Norfolk Library & Information Service,
England

Nominated by:
State Library of South Australia, Australia
National Library of Australia, Australia

In Denmark,
Professor Anders
Larsen, an urbane
man of facts, has
lost his wife and his
hopes for the future.
On an isolated
English farm, Tina
Hopgood is trapped
in a life she doesn’t
remember choosing.
Both believe their

For twenty years,
Daniel Hardesty has
borne the emotional
scars of a childhood
trauma which he is
powerless to undo,
which leaves him no
peace.
One August morning
in 1995, the young
Daniel and his
estranged father Francis – a character of ‘two
weathers’, of irresistible charm and roiling
self-pity – set out on a road trip to the North
that seems to represent a chance to salvage
their relationship. They have one shared
interest, The Artifex, a children’s TV drama
for which Fran works on set, and Daniel has
been promised special access to the studio.
But with every passing mile, the layers of
Fran’s mendacity and desperation are exposed,
pushing him to acts of violence that will define
the rest of his son’s life.
Benjamin Wood was born in 1981 and grew
up in northwest England. His award-winning
novels include The Bellwether Revival and The
Ecliptic. A Station on the Path to Somewhere
Better was shortlisted for the European Union
Prize for Literature.
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Meet me at the Museum
Anne Youngson

love stories are over.
Brought together by a shared fascination with
the Tollund Man, subject of Seamus Heaney’s
famous poem, they begin writing letters to
one another. And from their vastly different
worlds, they find they have more in common
than they could have imagined. As they
open up to one another about their lives, an
unexpected friendship blooms. But then Tina’s
letters stop coming, and Anders is thrown into
despair. How far are they willing to go to write
a new story for themselves?
Anne Youngson is retired and lives in
Oxfordshire. She has two children and
three grandchildren to date. Meet Me at the
Museum is her first novel and was shortlisted
for the Costa First Novel Award.

The breathtaking
story of five brothers
who bring each other
up in a world run by
their own rules. As
the Dunbar boys love
and fight and learn to
reckon with the adult
world, they discover
the moving secret
behind their father’s
disappearance.
At the center of the Dunbar family is Clay, a
boy who will build a bridge—for his family,
for his past, for greatness, for his sins, for a
miracle.
The question is, how far is Clay willing to go?
And how much can he overcome?
Written in powerfully inventive language and
bursting with heart, Bridge of Clay is signature
Zusak.
Markus Zusak is an Australian writer of
German origin. He is the award-winning,
number one bestselling author of The Book
Thief, I Am the Messenger, Fighting Ruben
Wolf, and Getting the Girl. He lives in Sydney,
Australia, with his wife and children.

Nomination Process

The Judges

The Prize

Books are nominated for the Award by
invited public libraries in cities throughout
the world - making the Award unique
in its coverage of international fiction.
Titles are nominated on the basis of ‘high
literary merit’ as determined by the
nominating library.

Each year a panel of distinguished
international judges is put in place under
a non-voting chair. They have the epic
task of considering each book from
the longlist and narrowing it down to a
shortlist of up to 10 titles. They must
then enter deliberations to come up with
the final winner by June of each year.

The Award is given annually. The prize
of €100,000 is awarded to the author of
the winning book. However, if the winning
book is in English translation, €75,000
is awarded to the author and €25,000 to
the translator.
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City

Library

Country

City

Library

Australia

Adelaide

State Library of South Australia

Malaysia

Kuala Lumpur

National Library of Malaysia

Brisbane

State Library of Queensland

Sarawak

Sarawak State Library

Canberra

National Library of Australia

Mexico

Mexico City

Biblioteca Daniel Cosío Villegas

Hobart

State Library of Tasmania

Netherlands

Eindhoven

Bibliotheek Eindhoven

Melbourne

State Library of Victoria

Rotterdam

City Library of Rotterdam

Sydney

State Library of New South Wales

The Hague

The Libraries of The Hague

Büchereien Wien

Utrecht

De Bibliotheek Utrecht

Auckland

Auckland Libraries

Openbare Bibliotheek Brugge

Christchurch

Christchurch City Libraries

Muntpunt

Dunedin

Dunedin Public Libraries

Bibliotheek Gent

Timaru

Timaru District Libraries

Wellington

Wellington City Libraries

Bergen

Bergen Offentlige Bibliotek

Oslo

Deichman - Oslo Public Library

Stavanger

Sølvberget Library & Culture Centre

Kraków

Wojewodzka Biblioteka Publiczna w Krakowie

Lódz

Wojewódzka Biblioteka Publiczna im. Marszałka Józefa
Piłsudskiego w Łodzi

Wrocław

Miejska Biblioteka Publiczna we Wrocławiu

Lisbon

Camara Municipal de Lisboa / Divisão da Rede de
Bibliotecas

Austria
Barbados
Belgium

Vienna
Bridgetown
Bruges
Brussels
Ghent

Bosnia &
Herzegovina

Sarajevo

Brazil

Brasília

Canada

Colombia
Croatia
Czech Republic

National Library Service of Barbados

The National & University Library of Bosina &
Herzegovina

Ottawa Public Library

Saint John

Saint John Free Public Library

St. John's

Newfoundland & Labrador Public Libraries

Sydney

Cape Breton Regional Library

Toronto

Toronto Public Library

Vancouver

Vancouver Public Library

Winnipeg

Winnipeg Public Library

Rijeka
Karviná-Mizerov
Prague

Biblioteca Pública Municipal do Porto

Centro Cultural Biblioteca Luis Echavarría Villegas

Cluj

“Octavian Goga” Cluj County Library

Gradska knjižnice Rijeka

Russia

Moscow

M. Rudomino State Library for Foreign Literature

Regional Library of Karviná

Slovenia

Ljubljana

Mestna knjižnica Ljubljana

Maribor

Maribor Public Library

Cape Town

City of Cape Town Library & Information Services

Durban

Durban Central Library

Barcelona

Biblioteca Vila De Gràcia - Biblioteques de Barcelona

Granada

Biblioteca de Andalucía

Sri Lanka

Colombo

Colombo Public Library

Sweden

Stockholm

Stockholm Public Library

Switzerland

Bern

Universitätsbibliothek Bern

Geneva

Bibliothèques Municipales De Genève

Zurich

Zentralbibliothek Zürich

Boston

Boston Public Library

Cheyenne

Laramie County Library System

Chicago

Chicago Public Library

Cincinnati

The Public Library of Cincinnati & Hamilton County

Cleveland

Cleveland Public Library

Colorado Springs

Pikes Peak Library District

Columbia

Richland Library

Concord

New Hampshire State Library

Denver

Denver Public Library

Hartford

Hartford Public Library

Houston

Houston Public Library

Iowa City

Iowa City Public Library

Kansas City

Kansas City Public Library

Los Angeles

Los Angeles Public Library

Miami

Miami-Dade Public Library System

Milwaukee

Milwaukee Public Library

Oklahoma

Oklahoma Department of Libraries

Philadelphia

Free Library of Philadelphia

Pittsburgh

Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh

Portland

Multnomah County Library

Richmond

Richmond Public Library

San Diego

San Diego Public Library

San José

San José Public Library

Seattle

Seattle Public Library

Springfield

Lincoln Library

Stamford

Ferguson Library

Tallahassee

LeRoy Collins Leon County Public Library System

Municipal Library of Prague

Aarhus

Aarhus Kommunes Biblioteker

Liverpool

Liverpool City Libraries

London

Redbridge Libraries

Estonia

Tallinn
Tartu

Nottingham City Libraries
Tallinn Central Library
Tartu Public Library
Espoo City Library

Helsinki

Helsinki City Library

Tampere

Tampere City Library

Colmar

Bibliothèque municipale de Colmar

Paris

Bibliothèque publique d'information

Reims

Bibliothèque Municipale de Reims

Berlin

Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin

Bonn

Universitäts-und Landesbibliothek Bonn

Bremen

Stadtbibliothek Bremen

Dusseldorf

Stadtbüchereien Düsseldorf

Frankfurt

Stadtbücherei Frankfurt am Main

Heidelberg

Stadtbücherei Heidelberg

Leipzig

Leipziger Städtische Bibliotheken

Mainz

Bibliotheken der Stadt Mainz

Munich

Münchner Stadtbibliothek

Greece

Veria

Veria Central Public Library

Hungary

Kecskemét

Katona József Library of Bács-Kiskun County

Iceland

Reykjavík

Reykjavík City Library

India

New Delhi

India International Centre Library

Ireland

Cork

Cork City Libraries

Dublin

Dublin City Libraries

Galway

Galway Public Libraries

Limerick

Limerick City & County Library

Waterford

Waterford City & County Libraries

Naples

Biblioteca Nazionale di Napoli "Vittorio Emanuele III"

Rome

Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di Roma

Kingston

Jamaica Library Service

France

Germany

Italy

Jamaica

Republic of Korea Bucheon

South Africa

Spain

Norfolk Library & Information Service

Espoo

Finland

Portugal

Porto

England

Nottingham

Poland

Romania

Denmark

Norwich

Norway

Biblioteca Demonstrativa Maria da Conceição Moreira
Salles

Ottawa

Medellin

New Zealand

Bucheon City Library

USA
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