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The Sound of Things Falling by Juan Gabriel Vásquez,
translated from Spanish by Anne McLean, is the Winner of the
2014 Award
Photo: Jason Clarke Photography

(L-R) Margaret Hayes, Dublin City Librarian; Lord Mayor of Dublin and Patron of the Award, Christy Burke; Juan Gabriel Vásquez, winner of the 2014
award; Anne McLean, translator; Owen Keegan, Chief Executive, Dublin City Council.
Photo: Jason Clarke Photography
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Bill Swainson (right), Bloomsbury Publishing, publishers of The Sound of
Things Falling, is presented with a Dublin Crystal bowl by Owen Keegan,
Chief Executive, Dublin City Council.

Jane Alger, Director Dublin UNESCO City of Literature and
the winner, Juan Gabriel Vásquez, pictured here with members of Dublin
Fire Brigade holding the City of Dublin Sword and Mace.

The 2014 Winner Announcement took place in the Round
Room of the Mansion House, Dublin, 12th June 2014
Photo: Jason Clarke Photography

Photo: Jason Clarke Photography

Giles Foden, judge 2014 award, is presented with a scroll by the Lord Mayor,
Christy Burke. The judging panel also included Tash Aw, Catherine Dunne,
Maya Jaggi, Maciej Świerkocki and Judge Eugene Sullivan (non-voting
chair).

Dawn Beaumont (left), Library of Birmingham, UK, is presented with a
scroll by Margaret Hayes, Dublin City Librarian, in recognition of library
participation worldwide.

Photo: Jason Clarke Photography

Congratulations to Biblioteca
Daniel Cosío Villegas, El Colegio
de México, nominators of The
Sound of Things Falling.

Micaela Chávez Villa,
Library Director
Ms Achiraya Umpornpun (2nd from left), Winner of the Thai Young Writers
competition, attended the winner announcement with her family. The Thai
Young Writers competition is organised by the Irish Embassy in Malaysia.

Lourdes Quiroa,
Librarian in charge of selection

‘This novel of Colombia by Juan Gabriel Vásquez is a great story with an unexpected
ending. We were very pleased to hear that The Sound of Things Falling by Juan
Gabriel Vásquez, nominated by Biblioteca Daniel Cosío Villegas was the winner
of the 2014 award. Since there are not many ways of acknowledgment for the
librarians´ work, we really appreciate that the International IMPAC DUBLIN
Literary Award took this work into consideration’

The International IMPAC DUBLIN Literary Award is presented annually for a novel written
in English or translated into English. The award is an initiative of Dublin City Council, the
municipal government of Dublin and is now in its 20th year. The award aims to promote
excellence in world literature. Nominations are submitted by library systems in major cities
throughout the world.

The 2015 Longlist is announced, Dublin City Library & Archive,
November 2014
Photo: Jason Clarke Photography

The Award will celebrate 20 years in 2015. Pictured (L-R) are longlisted Irish authors Mary Morrissy, Donal Ryan and Niamh Boyce.

Photo: Jason Clarke Photography

Members of the 2015 Judging Panel with Owen Keegan, Chief Executive, Dublin City Council; Margaret Hayes, Dublin City Librarian and Lord Mayor of
Dublin, Christy Burke. (L-R) Owen Keegan, Margaret Hayes, Daniel Hahn, Valentine Cunningham, Kate Pullinger, Lord Mayor, Christy Burke; Christine
Dwyer Hickey, Jordi Soler and Judge Eugene Sullivan (non-voting chair).
Photographs: Jason Clarke Photography

Christine Dwyer Hickey, 2015 Judging Panel

Jordi Soler, 2015 Judging Panel

Brendan Teeling, Deputy Dublin City
Librarian, Master of Ceremonies

Eligible Titles 2015
Americanah

Let the Games Begin

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

Niccolò Ammaniti

Nominated by:
Halifax Public Libraries, Canada
Leipziger Stadtische Bibliotheken, Germany
Münchner Stadtbibliothek, Germany
Cork City Libraries, Ireland
Waterford City & County Libraries, Ireland
Stockholm Public Library, Sweden
Public Library of Cincinnati & Hamilton County,
USA
Detroit Public Library, USA
Milwaukee Public Library, USA
Multnomah County Library, Portland, USA
San Diego Public Library, USA
As teenagers in Lagos, Ifemelu and Obinze fall in
love. Their Nigeria is under military dictatorship,
and people are fleeing the country. The self-assured
Ifemelu departs for America. There she suffers
defeats and triumphs, finds and loses relationships,
all the while feeling the weight of something she
never thought of back home: race. Obinze had hoped
to join her, but post-9/11 America will not let him
in, and he plunges into a dangerous, undocumented
life in London. Thirteen years later, Obinze is a
wealthy man in a newly democratic Nigeria, while
Ifemelu has achieved success as a blogger. But after
so long apart and so many changes, will they find the
courage to meet again, face to face?
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie grew up in Nigeria.
Her work has been translated into thirty languages.
She is the author of award–winning novels Purple
Hibiscus and Half of a Yellow Sun, and the story
collection The Thing Around Your Neck. She divides
her time between the United States and Nigeria.

Free City
João Almino

Translated from the Portuguese by Rhett McNeil
Nominated by:
Lisbon Central Library, Portugal
Free City is master storyteller João Almino’s third
novel to focus on the city of Brasília in the social
swirl of its early years, when contractors, corporate
profiteers, idealists, politicians, mystical sects, and
even celebrities mingled—Aldous Huxley, Fidel
Castro, Andre Malraux, John Dos Passos, Elizabeth
Bishop, and many others. Putting past and present
into direct conflict, the story takes the form of a blog,
even incorporating comments from other bloggers,
each with their vested interests, each with new
reasons for spinning fictions of their own.
Brazilian novelist and diplomat João Almino
has written three volumes of essays and five of
philosophy in addition to the five novels of his
Brasilia Quintet. Among other awards, Almino won
the 2003 Casa de las Américas Award for The Five
Seasons of Love and the 2011 Prêmio Passo Fundo
Zaffari & Bourbon de Literatura for Free City.

Kind of Kin

Translated from the Italian by Kylee Doust
Nominated by:
Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di Roma, Italy
A rags-to-riches real estate magnate has planned
an over-the-top weekend safari for a who’s-who of
celebrities at his sprawling residence in Villa Ada.
Starlets, politicians, soccer stars, and intellectuals all
turn up to rub elbows. Among them is a neurotically
charming author, struggling to write his next literary
tome and pining for renewed recognition. In an
unexpected turn of events, he crosses paths with the
Wilde Beasts of Abaddon, a satanic sect scheming to
ruin the evening’s festivities in order to go down in
history as a world-famous cult. What was intended
as the most spectacular fête of the year quickly
descends into apocalyptic chaos.
In this satirical tragicomedy, Ammaniti reveals a
side of modern culture riddled with superficiality
and vulgarity that nourishes our deepest dreams and
insecurities.
Niccolò Ammaniti was born in Rome. He has
written six novels and two collections of short stories.
He won the prestigious Italian Viareggio Literary
Prize for Fiction for his best-selling novel I’m Not
Scared, which has been translated into thirty-five
languages.

As Flies to Whatless Boys
Robert Antoni

Nominated by:
The National Library Service, Bridgetown,
Barbados
In 1845 London, an engineer, philosopher,
philanthropist, and bold-faced charlatan, John
Adolphus Etzler, has invented machines “powered by
the immense forces of Mother Nature” that he thinks
will transform the division of labor and free all men.
He recruits a variety of British citizens to found an
experimental community in their colony of Trinidad.
Among the enlisted is the Tucker family, including
a teenage boy (and the book’s narrator), Willy. As
they begin their overseas voyage Etzler quickly
recedes into the backdrop, and Willy’s tale takes
precedence—in particular his head-over-heels fall for
the enthralling and wise Marguerite Whitechurch.
When they arrive at Port of Spain, Willy must part
from Marguerite and travel with the men of Tropical
Emigration Society to build the society’s future
home. But within weeks the majority of them are
stricken with the Black Vomit, including Willy’s
father. And now they’re trapped, without a boat to
return to civilization.
Robert Antoni is the author of the novels Divina
Trace, Blessed Is the Fruit, My Grandmother’s Erotic
Folktales, and Carnival. He lives in Manhattan and
teaches in the graduate writing program at the New
School University.
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Rilla Askew

Nominated by:
Oklahoma Department of Libraries, USA
When a church-going, community-loved, family
man is caught hiding a barn-full of illegal immigrant
workers, he is arrested and sent to prison. This
shocking development sends ripples through the
town — dividing neighbors, causing rifts amongst
his family, and spurring controversy across the state.
Using new laws in Oklahoma and Alabama as
inspiration, Kind of Kin is a story of self-serving
lawmakers and complicated lawbreakers, Christian
principle and political scapegoating. Rilla Askew’s
funny and poignant novel explores what happens
when upstanding people are pushed too far—and
how an ad-hoc family, and ultimately, an entire town,
will unite to protect its own.
Rilla Askew received a 2009 Arts and Letters
Award from the American Academy of Arts and
Letters. She is the author of four novels, and has
been nominated for the PEN/Faulkner Award, the
Dublin IMPAC Prize, and is a three-time recipient
of the Oklahoma Book Award.

The Blind Man’s Garden
Nadeem Aslam

Nominated by:
Dunedin Public Libraries, New Zealand
Pikes Peak Library District, Colorado Springs,
USA
Jeo and Mikal, foster-brothers from a small Pakistani
town, secretly enter Afghanistan: not to fight with
the Taliban, but to help care for wounded civilians.
But it soon becomes apparent that good intentions
can’t keep them out of harm’s way ...
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From the wilds of Afghanistan to the heart of the
family left behind - their blind father, haunted by
the death of his wife and by the mistakes he may
have made in the name of Islam and nationhood;
Jeo’s wife, whose increasing resolve helps keep the
household running, and her superstitious mother Aslam takes us on an extraordinary journey.

MaddAddam

The Blind Man’s Garden unflinchingly describes a
topical yet timeless world, powerfully evoking a place
where the line between friend and enemy can be
lost and where the desire to return home can burn
brightest of all.

Months after the Waterless Flood pandemic has
wiped out most of humanity, Toby and Ren have
rescued their friend Amanda from the vicious
Painballers. They return to the MaddAddamite cob
house, which is being fortified against man and giant
Pigoon alike. Accompanying them are the Crakers,
the gentle, quasi-human species engineered by the
brilliant but deceased Crake. While their reluctant
prophet, Jimmy – Crake’s one-time friend – recovers
from a debilitating fever, it’s left to Toby to narrate
the Craker theology, with Crake as Creator. She
must also deal with cultural misunderstandings,
terrible coffee, and her jealousy over her lover, Zeb.

Nadeem Aslam is the author of three previous
novels, Season of the Rainbirds, Maps for Lost Lovers
and most recently, The Wasted Vigil. Born in Pakistan,
he lives in England.

Life After Life
Kate Atkinson
Nominated by:
The State Library of South Australia, Adelaide
Toronto Public Library, Canada
Cape Breton Regional Library, Sydney, Canada
The Capital Library of China, Beijing
Limerick City Libraries, Ireland
Christchurch City Libraries, New Zealand
Dunedin Public Libraries, New Zealand
Timaru District Libraries, New Zealand
Margarita Rudomino All-Russia State Library for
Foreign Literature, Moscow
Library of Birmingham, UK
Redbridge Libraries, London, UK
Boston Public Library, USA
Denver Public Library, USA
Milwaukee Public Library, USA

Margaret Atwood
Nominated by:
Calgary Public Library, Canada
Ottawa Public Library, Canada
Toronto Public Library, Canada

Combining adventure, humour, romance, superb
storytelling, and an imagination that is at once
dazzlingly inventive and grounded in a recognizable
world, MaddAddam is a moving and dramatic
conclusion to Margaret Atwood’s celebrated
dystopian trilogy.
Margaret Atwood, whose work has been published
in thirty-five countries, is the author of more than
forty books of fiction, poetry, and critical essays. She
is the recipient of the Los Angeles Times Innovator’s
Award, and lives in Toronto with the writer Graeme
Gibson.

This Place
Amitabha Bagchi

What if you had the chance to live your life again
and again, until you finally got it right?

Nominated by:
India International Centre Library, New Delhi

What if there were second chances? And third
chances? In fact an infinite number of chances to live
your life? Would you eventually be able to save the
world from its own inevitable destiny? And would
you even want to?

Jeevan Sharma, an Indian immigrant in the US,
manages his Pakistani landlord’s accounts in return
for rent-free accommodation. The quiet rhythm
of his days in Baltimore is punctuated only by
interactions with his neighbours. Miss Lucy, an old
black lady who makes him pancakes; a World War
II veteran, Henry, and his dog Oscar; and Matthew
and Kay, a married couple in their late twenties. Then
two things happen to throw his life into disarray:
the sudden arrival of Sunita, a young woman who
has walked away from a cheating husband, and the
decision by the City of Baltimore to demolish the
block that they live in. Will Jeevan be able to protect
his old and infirm friends from the power of the City
and the landlord’s greed? Can his settled solitude
withstand the possibility of happiness with someone
else?

Life After Life follows Ursula Todd as she lives
through the turbulent events of the last century again
and again. With wit and compassion, Kate Atkinson
finds warmth even in life’s bleakest moments, and
shows an extraordinary ability to evoke the past.
Here she is at her most profound and inventive, in a
novel that celebrates the best and worst of ourselves.
Kate Atkinson won the Whitbread (now Costa)
Book of the Year prize with her first novel, Behind
the Scenes at the Museum. Her four bestselling novels
featuring former detective Jackson Brodie became
the BBC television series Case Histories. Life After
Life was the winner of the Costa Novel Award.

Amitabha Bagchi was born in Delhi. He got his
PhD in Computer Science in 2002 and is currently
employed as an assistant professor at IIT Delhi.
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The Paris Architect
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Charles Belfoure
Nominated by:
Waterford City & County Libraries, Ireland
In 1942 Paris, gifted architect Lucien Bernard accepts
a commission that will bring him a great deal of money
– and maybe get him killed. All he has to do is design a
secret hiding place for a wealthy Jewish man, a space so
invisible that even the most determined German officer
won’t find it. He sorely needs the money, and outwitting
the Nazis who have occupied his beloved city is a
challenge he can’t resist.
But when one of his hiding spaces fails horribly, and
the problem of where to hide a Jew becomes terribly
personal, Lucien can no longer ignore what’s at stake.
The Paris Architect asks us to consider what we owe each
other, and just how far we’ll go to make things right.
An architect by profession, Charles Belfoure has
published several architectural histories. He writes
a blog on historic preservation and architecture. He
has been a freelance writer for the Baltimore Sun
and the New York Times. The Paris Architect is his
first novel.
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A Blind Goddess

Reply to a Letter from Helga

James R. Benn
Nominated by:
Laramie County Library System, Cheyenne, USA
March, 1944: US Army Lieutenant Billy Boyle, back
in England after a dangerous mission in Italy, is due
for a little R&R, and also a promotion. But the nowCaptain Boyle doesn’t get to kick back and enjoy his
leisure time because two upsetting cases fall into his
lap at once.

Through their conversations and storytelling they
begin to explore their own selves and what they feel
about their respective lives, and what awaits them as
morning comes.
Dilshan Boange has authored three previous books:
Consciousness: the Writer’s Primary pen, Textual
Tapestry and Hola El Che! He has worked as a
television broadcaster, and is currently reading Law
at the Sri Lanka Law College. Omunkashyu is his
first published novel.

The first is a personal request from an estranged
friend: Sergeant Eugene “Tree” Jackson. One of his
men has been arrested for a crime he almost certainly
didn’t commit, and faces the gallows if the real killer
isn’t found.
Then British intelligence puts him on a bizarre and
delicate case. An accountant has been murdered
in an English village, and he may or may not have
had some connection with the US Army. The good
news is the mysterious murder gives Billy an excuse
to spend time in the village where Tree and his unit
are stationed. Can he get to the bottom of both
mysteries—and save more than one innocent life?
James R. Benn is the author of the Billy Boyle
World War II mystery series. He has been a librarian
for many years. He lives in Hadlyme, Connecticut.

Horses of God
Mahi Binebine

Translated from the French by Lulu Norman
Nominated by:
Chicago Public Library, USA
On May 16, 2003, fourteen suicide bombers
launched a series of attacks throughout Casablanca.
It was the deadliest attack in Morocco’s history.
The bombers came from the shantytowns of Sidi
Moumen, a poor suburb on the edge of a dump
whose impoverished residents rarely if ever set foot
in the cosmopolitan city at their doorstep. Horses
of God follows four childhood friends growing up
in Sidi Moumen as they make the life-changing
decisions that will lead them to become Islamist
martyrs.
Narrated by Yachine from the afterlife, Horses of
God portrays the sweet innocence of childhood and
friendship as well as the challenges facing those with
few opportunities for a better life. Binebine navigates
the controversial situation with compassion, creating
empathy for the boys, who believe they have no
choice but to follow the path offered them.
Mahi Binebine was born in Marrakech. He
studied in Paris and taught mathematics, until
he became recognized first as a painter then as a
novelist. Binebine lived in the USA in the late 1990s
when his paintings started to be acquired by the
Guggenheim Museum.

But as the bus enters a stretch of outland, they get
wrapped in the blackness of a night that leaves them
to relate to the other only by the sound of the voice,
the feel of the tone and the breaths and sighs that
slip between them.

The Parrots

Bergsveinn Birgisson

Translated from the Icelandic by Philip Roughton
Nominated by:
Borgarbókasafn Reykjavíkur, Iceland
Stavanger Bibliotek, Norway
Bjarni has long held on to a letter from former lover
Helga, with whom he shared an illicit, impassioned
love. Her letter invited him to leave his wife and his
farm and pursue prosperity in the city, where World
War 2 had brought an influx of American marines
and opportunities for work. But he chose not to
reply.
Years later, as he reflects on a long and simple life
among the sheep in the Icelandic hillsides, he finally
finds himself ready to explain why.
Bergsveinn Birgisson holds a doctorate in Norse
philology and has an expansive background in
folklore, oral histories, and lyrical poetry. He
currently resides in Bergen, Norway, where he
continues to write classical tales of love and masters
new languages. Reply to a Letter from Helga is
Birgisson’s third novel, and his first to be translated
into English.

Omunkashyu
Dilshan Boange

Nominated by:
Colombo Public Library, Sri Lanka
Jaliya is a soloing backpacker from Sri Lanka.
Rachana is soon to marry a parentally arranged
suitor and migrate to Germany. On a night - long
journey from Nandyal in Andra Pradesh to Chennai
in Tamil Nadu, Jaliya and Rachana develop a bond
neither can fully comprehend, knowing well they are
meant to part ways upon reaching their destination.
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Filippo Bologna

Translated from the Italian by Howard Curtis
Nominated by:
Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di Roma, Italy
Three men are preparing to do battle. Their goal is
a prestigious literary prize and each man will do
anything to win it. For the young Beginner, loved
by critics more than readers, it means fame. For The
Master, old, exhausted, preoccupied with his prostate,
it means money. And for The Writer - successful,
vain and in his prime - it is a matter of life and
death. As the rivals lie, cheat and plot their way to
victory, their paths crossing with ex-wives, angry
girlfriends, preening publishers and a strange black
parrot, the day of the Prize Ceremony takes on a far
darker significance than they could have imagined.
Filippo Bologna was born in Tuscany in 1978.
He lives in Rome where he works as a writer and
screenwriter. His debut novel How I Lost the War
won the Strega Prize in 2009.
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The Stranger’s Gallery
Paul Bowdring

Nominated by:
C. Hunter Provincial Resource Library, St. Johns,
Newfoundland, Canada
St. John’s archivist Michael Lowe’s life is turned on
its head when a Dutch acquaintance, Anton Aalders,
arrives on his doorstep in 1995. Anton is searching
for a father he never met, ostensibly a Newfoundland
soldier who was part of the Allied forces that
liberated the Netherlands at the end of the Second
World War. Anton’s visit stretches from a few days
to a few months, reluctant as he is to go in search of
his father, and keen to learn as much as he can about
Newfoundland.
Rabble-rouser and ardent Newfoundland patriot
Brendan “Miles” Harnett, Michael’s friend and
sometime bugbear, is obsessed with his own search
for the lost “fatherland” of Newfoundland, which
relinquished its political independence in 1934.
The Strangers’ Gallery is a finely crafted, at times
humorous, novel about the painful search for
identity—both political and personal.
Paul Bowdring is the author of two previous novels,
The Roncesvalles Pass and The Night Season. He has
worked for many years as an English teacher and
editor. He is currently an associate editor with The
Fiddlehead. He lives in St. John’s.

The Herbalist

When Emily discovers the dark side of the man her
world turns upside down. She may be naive but she
has a fierce sense of right and wrong. And with the
herbalist’s fate lying in her hands she must make
the biggest decision of her life. To make him pay for
his sins against the women of the town? Or let him
escape to cast his spell on another town?
Niamh Boyce was the 2012 Hennessy XO New
Irish Writer of the Year and was shortlisted for the
Francis McManus Short Story competition 2011,
the Hennessy Literary Awards 2010, the Molly
Keane Award 2010 and the WOW Award 2010.
Originally from Athy, Co Kildare, Niamh lives with
her family in Ballylinan, Co Laois.

The Orenda
Joseph Boyden

Nominated by:
Calgary Public Library, Canada
Edmonton Public Library, Canada
Halifax Public Library, Canada
Ottowa Public Library, Canada
Saint John Free Public Library, New Brunswick,
Canada
Vancouver Public Library, Canada
Winnipeg Public Library, Canada
The Orenda opens with the kidnapping of Snow Falls,
a spirited Iroquois girl with a special gift. Her captor,
Bird, is an elder and one of the Huron Nation’s
great warriors and statesmen. In Snow Falls, Bird
recognizes the ghost of his lost daughter; he sees that
the girl possesses powerful magic, something useful
to him and his people on the troubled road ahead.
The Huron Nation has battled the Iroquois for as
long as Bird can remember, but both tribes now face
a new, more dangerous peril from afar.
Christophe - a charismatic Jesuit missionary - has
found his calling amongst the Huron, devoting
himself to learning and understanding their customs
and language in order to lead them to Christ.
As these three souls dance one another through
intricately woven acts of duplicity, small battles erupt
into bigger wars, and a nation emerges from worlds
in flux.
Joseph Boyden is the author of the award winning
novels Three Day Road and Through Black Spruce.
The Orenda, won Canada Reads and was nominated
for the Scotiabank Giller Prize and the Governor
General’s Award for Fiction. Boyden divides his time
between Northern Ontario and Louisiana.

Niamh Boyce

Nominated by:
Galway County Library, Ireland
Out of nowhere the herbalist appears and sets out
his stall in the market square. Teenager Emily is
enchanted. In the herbalist she sees a man to make
her forget her lowly status in this place where
respectability is everything.
But Emily has competition for the herbalist’s
attentions. The women of the town all seem
mesmerised by this visitor who, they say, can perform
miracles.
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We Need New Names
NoViolet Bulawayo

Nominated by:
Edmonton Public Library, Canada
Boston Public Library, USA
Darling is only ten years old, and yet she must
navigate a fragile and violent world. In Zimbabwe,
Darling and her friends steal guavas, try to get
the baby out of young Chipo’s belly, and grasp
at memories of Before. Before their homes were
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destroyed by soldiers, before the fathers left for
dangerous jobs abroad.
But Darling has a chance to escape: she has an aunt
in America. She travels to this new land in search
of America’s famous abundance only to find that
her options as an immigrant are perilously few.
NoViolet Bulawayo’s debut calls to mind the great
storytellers of displacement and arrival who have
come before her—from Junot Diaz to Zadie Smith
to J.M. Coetzee—while she tells a vivid, raw story
all her own.
NoViolet Bulawayo earned her MFA at Cornell
University, where she received a Truman Capote
Fellowship. She was born and raised in Zimbabwe
and came to the US when she was 18. She is now a
Stegner Fellow at Stanford University.

Mr Darwin’s Gardner
Kristina Carlson

Translated from the Finnish by Emily & Fleur Jeremiah
Nominated by:
Helsinki Public Library, Finland
A postmodern Victorian novel about faith,
knowledge and our inner needs.
The late 1870s, the Kentish village of Downe. The
villagers gather in church one rainy Sunday. Only
Thomas Davies stays away. The eccentric loner,
father of two and a grief-stricken widower, works
as a gardener for the notorious naturalist, Charles
Darwin. He shuns religion. But now Thomas needs
answers. What should he believe in? And why
should he continue to live?
Kristina Carlson has published 16 books in her
native Finland. She is a highly popular children’s
author and her three novels have assured her a wide
adult readership and huge critical acclaim. She has
won The Finlandia Prize and Finland’s State Prize
for Literature.

The Silence of the Wave
Gianrico Carofiglio

Translated from Italian by Howard Curtis
Nominated by:
Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale Firenze, Italy
Every Monday and Thursday, Roberto Marías
crosses Rome on foot for his appointment with
his psychiatrist. There he sits in silence, flooded by
memories. He remembers surfing with his father
as a child. He remembers the treacherous years he
spent working as an undercover agent, years that
taught him how cynicism and corruption are not
merely external influences but exist within us as
well. His past has left him devastated, but now his
psychiatrist’s words, his hypnotic strolls through
Rome, and a chance meeting with a woman named
Emma—who, like Roberto, is ravaged by a profound
guilt—begin to painfully revive him. And when
eleven-year-old Giacomo asks Roberto to help him
conquer his nightmares, Roberto at last achieves a
true rebirth.
Gianrico Carofiglio was born in 1961 in Bari,

Eligible Titles 2015
where for many years he worked as an anti-Mafia
prosecutor. From 2008 to 2013, he served as senator
of Italy’s Democratic Party. He is best known as the
author of four award-winning, best-selling Guido
Guerrieri crime novels.

The Luminaries
Eleanor Catton

Nominated by:
Muntpunt, Brussels, Belgium
Calgary Public Library, Canada
Saint John Free Public Library, New Brunswick,
Canada
Gradska knjiŽnica Rijeka, Croatia
Auckland Libraries, New Zealand
Christchurch City Library, New Zealand
Dunedin Public Libraries, New Zealand
Timaru District Libraries, New Zealand
Wellington City Libraries, New Zealand
Library of Birmingham, UK
It is 1866, and Walter Moody has come to make
his fortune upon the New Zealand goldfields. On
arrival, he stumbles across a tense gathering of twelve
local men, who have met in secret to discuss a series
of unsolved crimes. A wealthy man has vanished,
a whore has tried to end her life, and an enormous
fortune has been discovered in the home of a luckless
drunk. Moody is soon drawn into the mystery: a
network of fates and fortunes that is as complex and
exquisitely patterned as the night sky.
Written in pitch-perfect historical register, richly
evoking a mid-19th century world of shipping
and banking and goldrush boom and bust, The
Luminaries is also a ghost story, and a gripping
mystery.
Eleanor Catton was born in 1985 in Canada
and raised in New Zealand. Her debut novel The
Rehearsal garnered prizes and acclaim around the
world. The Luminaries won the 2013 Man Booker
Prize and the Governer General’s Literary Award.
She lives in Auckland.

survival. It is an extraordinary and affecting read.
Sorj Chalandon, journalist and novelist, spent
formative years on assignment to Northern Ireland
as a reporter for Libération during the Troubles.
My Traitor, a prequel to this book, was published to
acclaim in France in 2007, winning the Prix Joseph
Kessel and the Prix Jean Freustié.

Three Souls

Janie Chang

Nominated by:
Vancouver Public Library, Canada
Leiyin has to make a choice: Should she save her
only child or forever relinquish her own afterlife?
Civil war China is fractured by social and political
change. Behind the magnificent gates of the Song
family estate, however, none of this upheaval has
touched Leiyin, a spoiled and idealistic teenager. But
when Leiyin meets the captivating left-wing poet
Hanchin, she defies her father and learns a harsh
reality: that her father has the power to dictate her
fate. Leiyin’s punishment for disobedience leads
to exile from her family, an unwanted marriage
and ultimately a lover’s betrayal—followed by her
untimely death. Now a ghost, Leiyin must make
amends to earn entry to the afterlife. But when her
young daughter faces a dangerous future, Leiyin has
to make a heart-wrenching choice.
Born in Taiwan, Janie Chang spent parts of her
childhood in the Philippines, Iran and Thailand
before ultimately settling in Canada. She has a
degree in computer science from Simon Fraser
University. Recently, she attended The Writer’s
Studio at SFU. Three Souls is her first novel.

Expo 58

Jonathan Coe has written ten novels including:
What a Carve Up!, The House of Sleep and The Rotters’
Club. His biography of the novelist B.S. Johnson,
Like a Fiery Elephant, won the 2005 Samuel Johnson
Prize for best non-fiction book of the year.

The Childhood of Jesus
J.M. Coetzee

Nominated by:
Biblioteca Vila de Gràcia, Biblioteques de
Barcelona, Spain
After crossing oceans, a man and a boy – both
strangers to each other – arrive in a new land. David,
the boy, has lost his mother and Simón vows to look
after him. In this strange new country they are each
assigned a new name, a new birthday, a new life.
Knowing nothing of their surroundings, nor the
language or customs, they are determined to find
David’s mother. Though the boy has no memory of
her, Simón is certain he will recognize her at first
sight. ‘But after we find her, ‘David asks, ‘what are we
here for?’

J.M. Coetzee’s work includes Waiting for the
Barbarians, Life & Times of Michael K, Boyhood,
Youth, Disgrace and Diary of a Bad Year. He was the
first author to win the Booker Prize twice and was
awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 2003.

Sorj Chalandon

Translated from the French by Ursula Meaney Scott
Nominated by:
Gradska knjiŽnica Rijeka, Croatia

The Tuner of Silences

Tyrone Meehan, damned as an informer, ekes out his
days in Donegal, awaiting his killers.

Return to Killybegs is the story of a traitor to Belfast’s
Catholic community, emerging from the white heat
of a prolonged war during the 1970s and 1980s in
Northern Ireland. This powerful work deals with a
subject that touches a nerve for most Irish people:
the all-too-human circumstances of betrayal and

As soon as he arrives, Thomas feels that he has
escaped a repressed, backward-looking country. But
his new-found sense of freedom comes at a price: the
Cold War is at its height, the mischievous Belgians
have placed the American and Soviet pavilions right
next to each other - and why is he being followed
everywhere by two mysterious emissaries of the
British Secret Service? Expo 58 may represent a
glittering future but he will soon be forced to decide
where his public and private loyaties really lie.

The Childhood of Jesus is a profound, beautiful and
continually surprising novel from a very great writer.

Return to Killybegs

‘Now that everything is out in the open, they will all
speak in my place – the IRA, the British, my family,
my close friends, journalists I’ve never even met.
Some of them will go so far as to explain how and
why I ended up a traitor ... Do not trust my enemies,
and even less my friends. Ignore those who will say
they knew me.’

London, 1958: unassuming civil servant Thomas
Foley is plucked from his desk and sent on a sixmonth trip to Brussels. His task is to keep an eye on
The Brittania, a new pub which will form the heart
of the British presence at Expo 58 - the biggest
World’s Fair of the century, and the first to be held
since the Second World War.

Mia Couto

Translated from the Portuguese by David Brookshaw
Nominated by:
Biblioteca Municipal de Oeiras, Portugal
Biblioteca Pública Municipal do Porto, Portugal

Jonathan Coe
Nominated by:
Muntpunt, Brussels, Belgium
Stedelijke Openbare Bibliotheek Gent, Belgium
Rede de Bibliotecas Municipais de Lisboa,
Portugal
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Mwanito Vitalício was eleven when he saw a woman
for the first time, and the sight so surprised him he
burst into tears.
Mwanito’s been living in a big-game park for eight
years. The only people he knows are his father, his
brother, an uncle, and a servant. He’s been told that
the rest of the world is dead, that all roads are sad,
that they wait for an apology from God. In the place

9

Eligible Titles 2015
his father calls Jezoosalem, Mwanito has been told
that crying and praying are the same thing. Both, it
seems, are forbidden.

Jim Crace is the prize-winning author of numerous
books, including Continent, Quarantine and Being
Dead. He lives in Birmingham.

The Tuner of Silences is the story of Mwanito’s
struggle to reconstruct a family history that his
father is unable to discuss. With the young woman’s
arrival in Jezoosalem, however, the silence of the past
quickly breaks down, and both his father’s story and
the world are heard once more.

The Only Happy Ending for a Love Story is
an Accident

Mia Couto was born in Beira, Mozambique. He is
the author of more than 25 books of fiction, essays
and poems. His novels and short story collections
have been published in 20 languages. Two of his
novels have been made into feature films and his
books have been bestsellers in Africa, Europe and
South America.

Harvest

J.P. Cuenca

Translated from the Portuguese by Elizabeth Lowe
Nominated by:
Biblioteca Municipal de Oeiras, Portugal
Biblioteca Pública Municipal do Porto, Portugal
Set in Tokyo, in a not too distant future, this novel
tells the story of Shunsuke, a salary-man, and his
complicated relationship with his mad poet father,
Mr. Okuda, whose hobby is spying on his son. When
Shunsuke falls in love with Iulana, a maelstrom of
jealousy is set in motion that culminates in abduction
and death. In poetic and imaginative language,
Cuenca subtly interweaves reality and fiction.
Written like a crime novel, full of odd events and
reminiscent of Haruki Murakami, this disturbing,
kaleidoscopic story of voyeurism and perversion
draws the reader in from the very first page.
J.P. Cuenca is the author of Body Present and The
Mastroianni Day. He was selected by Granta for
The Best of Young Brazilian Novelists and was
named one of the thirty-nine highest-profile Latin
American writers under the age of thirty-nine.

For Sure
France Daigle

Jim Crace
Nominated by:
Universitätsbibliothek Bern, Switzerland
LeRoy Collins Leon County Public Library
System, Tallahassee, USA
As late summer steals in and the final pearls of barley
are gleaned, a village comes under threat. A trio of
outsiders – two men and a dangerously magnetic
woman – arrives on the woodland borders and puts
up a make-shift camp. That same night, the local
manor house is set on fire.
Over the course of seven days, Walter Thirsk sees
his hamlet unmade: the harvest blackened by smoke
and fear, the new arrivals cruelly punished, and his
neighbours held captive on suspicion of witchcraft.
But something even darker is at the heart of his
story, and he will be the only man left to tell it . . .
Timeless yet singular, mythical yet deeply personal,
this beautiful novel of one man and his unnamed
village speaks for a way of life lost for ever.
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Nothing Holds Back the Night
Delphine de Vigan

Translated from the French by George Miller
Nominated by:
Katona József Library of Bács-Kiskun county,
Kecskemét, Hungary
Bibliothèques Municipales, Genéve, Switzerland
Only a teenager when Delphine was born, Lucile
raised two daughters largely alone. She was a former
child model from a Bohemian family, younger and
more glamorous than the other mothers. But as
Delphine grew up, Lucile’s occasional sadness gave
way to overwhelming despair and delusion. She
became convinced she was telepathic, in control of
the Paris metro system; she gave away all her money;
she was hospitalized, medicated, and released in a
kind of trance.
In this brilliant investigation into her own family
history, Delphine de Vigan attempts to “write her
mother,” seeking out something essential as she
interviews aging relatives, listens to recordings, and
reads Lucile’s own writings. De Vigan writes her
most expansive novel yet with acute self-awareness
and marvelous sympathy.
Delphine de Vigan is French and lives in Paris.
She has published several novels for adults. No and
Me was awarded the Prix des Libraires 2008 (The
Booksellers’ Prize) in France.

S.

Translated from the French by Robert Majzels

Doug Dorst and J.J. Abrams

Nominated by:
Saint John Free Public Library, New Brunswick,
Canada

Nominated by:
Kansas City Public Library, USA

For Sure is among other things a labyrinth, a maze,
an exploration of the folly of numbers, a repository,
a defense and an illustration of the Chiac language.
Written in dazzling prose — which is occasionally
interrupted by surprising bits of information,
biography, and definitions that appear on the page —
Daigle perfectly captures the essence of a place and
offers us a reflection on minority cultures and their
obsession with language.
It is also the continuing story of Terry and Carmen,
familiar to us from previous works, their children
Etienne and Marianne, and all those who gravitate
around the Babar, the local bar in Moncton — the
Zablonskis, Zed, Pomme — artists and ordinary
people who question their place in the world from
a distinct point of view that is informed by their
geography, and by their history, politics, and culture.
France Daigle is a prize-winning Acadian writer of
novels and plays in French. She lives in Moncton,
New Brunswick.
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One book. Two readers. A world of mystery, menace,
and desire….
A young woman picks up a book left behind by a
stranger. Inside it are his margin notes, which reveal
a reader entranced by the story and by its mysterious
author. She responds with notes of ther own, leaving
the book for the stranger, and so begins an unlikely
conversation that plunges them both into the
unknown.
The book: Ship of Theseus, the final novel by a prolific
but enigmatic writer named V. M. Straka, in which
a man with no past is shanghaied onto a strange
ship with a monstrous crew and launched on a
disorienting and perilous journey.
S., is the chronicle of two readers finding each other
in the margins of a book and enmeshing themselves
in a deadly struggle between forces they don’t
understand.
Emmy Award-winning filmmaker J.J. Abrams has
produced, directed, or written films and television
shows including Fringe, Lost, Alias, Felicity, Star Trek,
Cloverfield, Super 8, Mission:Impossible, and more.
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Doug Dorst teaches writing at Texas State
University – San Marcos. He is author of the PEN/
Hemingway-nominated novel Alive in Necropolis and
the collection The Surf Guru. His work has appeared
in McSweeny’s, Ploughshares, Epoch and elsewhere.

Dave Eggers is the founder and editor of
McSweeney’s, an independent publishing house
based in San Francisco. He is the author of seven
previous books, including A Hologram for the King,
Zeitoun and What is the What.

The Guts

The Things We Never Said

Roddy Doyle
Nominated by:
Liverpool City Libraries, UK
Jimmy Rabbitte is back. The man who invented The
Commitments back in the eighties is now fortyseven, with a loving wife, four kids ... and bowel
cancer. He isn’t dying, he thinks, but he might be.

aging father in a nursing home. Each man tells
overlapping tales: A painter meets a long-lost
daughter. A man named Murphy can’t distinguish
between the brothers who employ him. And in
Murphy’s troubled dreams, Nat Turner imagines the
life of William Styron. Anecdotes from the nursing
home intertwine and crest in a wild excursion of
the inmates. All the while a running commentary
from father and son anchors the shifting plotlines
and sheds doubt on their truthfulness. A powerful
meditation on the humiliations of old age, Percival
Everett by Virgil Russell is an ingenious culmination
of Everett’s recurring preoccupations.
Percival Everett is Distinguished Professor of
English at the University of Southern California and
the author of more than twenty books, including
Assumption, I Am Not Sidney Poitier, The Water Cure,
Wounded and Erasure.

Jimmy still loves his music, and he still loves to hustle
– his new thing is finding old bands and then finding
the people who loved them enough to pay money
for their resurrected singles and albums. On his path
through Dublin he meets two of The Commitments
– Outspan, whose own illness is probably terminal,
and Imelda Quirk, still as gorgeous as ever. He is
reunited with his long-lost brother and learns to play
the trumpet…

The Universe Versus Alex Woods

This warm, funny novel is about friendship and
family, about facing death and opting for life.
Roddy Doyle was born in Dublin. He is the author
of ten acclaimed novels including The Commitments,
The Snapper, and The Van, two collections of short
stories, Rory & Ita, a memoir about his parents, and
most recently, Two Pints, a collection of dialogues.
He won the Booker Prize in 1993 for Paddy Clarke
Ha Ha Ha.

The Circle
Dave Eggers
Nominated by:
Stedelijke Openbare Bibliotheek Gent, Belgium
San Jose Public Library, USA
When Mae Holland is hired to work for the Circle,
the world’s most powerful internet company, she
feels she’s been given the opportunity of a lifetime.
The Circle, run out of a sprawling California campus,
links users’ personal emails, social media, banking,
and purchasing with their universal operating system,
resulting in one online identity and a new age of
civility and transparency.
Mae can’t believe her luck, her great fortune to work
for the most influential company in the world, even
as life beyond the campus grows distant, even as a
strange encounter with a colleague leaves her shaken,
even as her role at the Circle becomes increasingly
public.
What begins as the captivating story of one woman’s
ambition and idealism soon becomes a heart-racing
novel of suspense, raising questions about memory,
history, privacy, democracy, and the limits of human
knowledge.

Susan Elliot Wright

Nominated by:
Newcastle City Library, UK
In 1964, Maggie wakes to find herself in a mental
asylum, with no idea who she is or how she got
there. Remnants of memories swirl in her mind - a
familiar song, a storm, a moment of violence. Slowly,
she begins to piece together the past and the events
which brought her to this point.
In the present day, Jonathan is grieving after the
loss of his father. A cold, distant man, he was not
easy to love, but at least while he lived there was
hope for reconciliation. Then a detective turns up on
Jonathan’s doorstep to question him about crimes he
believes Jonathan’s father may have committed long
ago...
As the two stories interweave both Maggie and
Jonathan are forced to come to terms with the
consequences of the shocking and tragic events of
over forty years ago.
Susan Elliot Wright grew up in Lewisham in
south-east London. She has an MA in Writing from
Sheffield Hallam University, where she is now an
Associate Lecturer. The Things We Never Said is her
first novel.

Percival Everett by Virgil Russell
Percival Everett
Nominated by:
Hartford Public Library, USA
The story unfolds inside a story as a man visits his
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Gavin Extence
Nominated by:
Wojewódzka Biblioteka Publiczna im. Marszalka
Józefa Pilsudskiego, Lódz, Poland
Alex Woods knows that he hasn’t had the most
conventional start in life.
He knows that growing up with a clairvoyant single
mother won’t endear him to the local bullies.
He also knows that even the most improbable events
can happen - he’s got the scars to prove it.
What he doesn’t know yet is that when he meets illtempered, reclusive widower Mr Peterson, he’ll make
an unlikely friend. Someone who tells him that you
only get one shot at life, that you have to make the
best possible choices.
So when, aged seventeen, Alex is stopped at Dover
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customs with 113 grams of marijuana, an urn full of
ashes on the passenger seat, and an entire nation in
uproar, he’s fairly sure he’s done the right thing . . .
Gavin Extence was born in 1982 and grew up
in the interestingly named village of Swineshead,
Lincolnshire. From the ages of 5-11, he enjoyed a
brief but illustrious career as a chess player, winning
numerous national championships and travelling to
Moscow and St Petersburg to pit his wits against
the finest young minds in Russia. He won only one
game.

Nathan Filer is a registered mental health nurse. He
is also a performance poet, contributing regularly
to literary events across the UK. His work has been
broadcast on television and radio. The Shock of the Fall
is his first novel.

The Narrow Road to the Deep North

The Story of a New Name
Elena Ferrante

Translated from the Italian by Ann Goldstein
Nominated by:
Los Angeles Public Library, USA
Seattle Public Library, USA
The second book, following 2012’s acclaimed My
Brilliant Friend, featuring the two friends Lila

and Elena. The two protagonists are now in their

twenties. Marriage appears to have imprisoned Lila.
Meanwhile, Elena continues her journey of self-

discovery. The two young women share a complex

and evolving bond that brings them close at times,
and drives them apart at others. Each vacillates

between hurtful disregard and profound love for

the other. With this complicated and meticulously

portrayed friendship at the center of their emotional

Richard Flanagan

novels, My Brilliant Friend and The Story of a New

Nominated by:
The State Library of South Australia, Adelaide
The State Library of Queensland, Brisbane,
Australia
The National Library of Australia, Canberra
The State Library of New South Wales, Sydney,
Australia

Those Who Stay, was published in September 2014.

A novel of the cruelty of war, the tenuousness of life
and the impossibility of love.

lives, the two girls mature into women, paying the
sometimes cruel price that this passage exacts.

Elena Ferrante was born in Naples. She is the

author of The Days of Abandonment, Troubling Love,
The Lost Daughter, and, in her series of Neapolitan

Name. Book three in the series, Those Who Leave and

The Shock of the Fall
Nathan Filer
Nominated by:
The National Library Service, Bridgetown,
Barbados
‘I’ll tell you what happened because it will be a
good way to introduce my brother. His name’s
Simon. I think you’re going to like him. I really do.
But in a couple of pages he’ll be dead. And he was
never the same after that.’
There are books you can’t stop reading, which keep
you up all night. There are books which let us into
the hidden parts of life and make them vividly real.
There are books which, because of the sheer skill
with which every word is chosen, linger in your
mind for days.
The Shock of the Fall is all of these books. An
extraordinary portrait of one man’s descent into
mental illness, a brave and groundbreaking novel
from one of the most exciting new voices in fiction.
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On The Gold Coast
Evald Flisar

Translated from the Slovenian by Timothy Pogacar
Nominated by:
Mestna knjižnica Ljubljana, Slovenia
On the Gold Coast is a complex and multilayered
novel set in West Africa in 1980. Six Europeans – a
young man in search of his missing father, two
couples in search of a solution to their marital
problems, and a mysterious young woman who keeps
changing her identity – follow the trail described
in the famous travel memoir White Rider, Black
Horse. Its author, Igor Hladnik has mysteriously
disappeared, leaving behind only the unfinished
manuscript of his last African journey (also
undertaken along the trail of his previous jorney).
Mysteries pile up as the travellers’ paths cross and
re-cross, leading them to the Gold Coast. Through
Cameroon, Nigeria, Niger, Upper Volta and Ghana,
they follow in each other’s footsteps, unaware that
the mysterious Adriana is playing with their lives
and weaving the threads of their experiences into a
fateful tapestry to escape her inner emptiness.
Evald Flisar is a Slovenian novelist, playwright,
essayist, editor and globe-trotter. He is author of
eleven novels, two collections of short stories, three
travelogues, two books for children, and fifteen
stage plays. His works have been translated into 33
languages. He lives in Ljubljana, Slovenia.

The Hired Man

August, 1943. In the despair of a Japanese POW
camp on the Thai-Burma death railway, Australian
surgeon Dorrigo Evans is haunted by his love
affair with his uncle’s young wife two years earlier.
Struggling to save the men under his command from
starvation, from cholera, from beatings, he receives a
letter that will change his life forever.
This savagely beautiful novel is a story about the
many forms of love and death, of war and truth, as
one man comes of age, prospers, only to discover all
that he has lost.
Richard Flanagan was born in Tasmania. His
novels, Death Of A River Guide, The Sound Of One
Hand Clapping, Gould’s Book Of Fish, The Unknown
Terrorist, and Wanting have received numerous
honours and are published in twenty-six countries.

Aminatta Forna
Nominated by:
Central Library, Cape Town, South Africa
Chicago Public Library, USA
Gost is surrounded by mountains and fields of wild
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flowers. The summer sun burns. The Croatian winter
brings freezing winds. Beyond the boundaries of the
town an old house which has lain empty for years
is showing signs of life. One of the windows, glass
darkened with dirt, today stands open, and the lively
chatter of English voices carries across the fallow
fields. Laura and her teenage children have arrived.
A short distance away lies the hut of Duro Kolak
who lives alone with his two hunting dogs. As he
helps Laura with repairs to the old house, they
uncover a mosaic beneath the ruined plaster and, in
the rising heat of summer, painstakingly restore it.
But Gost is not all it seems; conflicts long past still
suppurate beneath the scars.
Aminatta Forna was born in Glasgow and raised in
Sierra Leone and Britain. She is the award-winning
author of two novels, The Memory of Love and
Ancestor Stones, and a memoir The Devil that Danced
on the Water. She is Professor of Creative Writing at
Bath Spa University.

hard-nosed brutality forces her children to build an
imaginary world as a shelter from the coldness that
surrounds them. But the siblings find themselves
enclosed by the Berlin Wall, and unable to pursue
their dreams.
Heartbreaking and shocking, Back to Back is a dark
fairytale of East Germany – a moving personal story
of love, betrayal and disillusionment within a single
family that reflects the greater tragedy of the world
around them.
Julia Franck was born in Berlin. Her novel The Blind
Side of the Heart won the German Book Prize and
sold over a million copies in Germany alone. It was
shortlisted for the Independent Foreign Fiction
Prize and the Jewish Quarterly-Wingate Literary
Prize, and was named one of the best books of
the year by the Guardian and US magazine Kirkus
Reviews.

On Sal Mal Lane

We Are All Completely Beside Ourselves
Karen Joy Fowler
Nominated by:
Richmond Public Library, USA
Seattle Public Library, USA

Karen Joy Fowler, A PEN/Faulkner and Dublin
IMPAC nominee is the author of Sarah Canary,
The Sweetheart Season, Black Glass: Short Fictions and
Sister Noon.

Back to Back
Julia Franck

Translated from the German by Anthea Bell
Nominated by:
Stadtbibliothek Bremen, Germany
Käthe is a Jewish sculptor living in East Berlin. A
survivor of the Nazi era, she is a fervent socialist who
has been using her political connections to secure
more significant commissions. Devoted entirely to
success, she is a cruel and abrasive mother to her
children. Käthe barely acknowledges Ella’s vulnerable
loneliness and Thomas’s quiet aspirations, and her

Ru Freeman is the author of A Disobedient Girl.
She is an activist and journalist whose work appears
internationally. She calls both Sri Lanka and
America home.

The Ocean at the End of the Lane
Neil Gaiman
Nominated by:
Denver Public Library, USA
Hawaii State Public Library System, Honolulu,
USA
Sussex, England. A middle-aged man returns to
his childhood home to attend a funeral. Although
the house he lived in is long gone, he is drawn to
the farm at the end of the road, where, when he
was seven, he encountered a most remarkable girl,
Lettie Hempstock. He hasn’t thought of Lettie in
decades, and yet as he sits by the pond (a pond that
she’d claimed was an ocean) the unremembered past
comes flooding back. And it is a past too strange,
too frightening, too dangerous to have happened to
anyone, let alone a small boy.
A groundbreaking work from a master, The Ocean at
the End of the Lane is told with a rare understanding
of all that makes us human, and shows the power
of stories to reveal and shelter us from the darkness
inside and out.

Meet the Cooke family: Mother and Dad, brother
Lowell, sister Fern, and Rosemary, who begins her
story in the middle. She has her reasons. “I was
raised with a chimpanzee,” she explains. “I tell you
Fern was a chimp and already you aren’t thinking of
her as my sister. But until Fern’s expulsion … she was
my twin, my funhouse mirror, my whirlwind other
half and I loved her as a sister.” As a child, Rosemary
never stopped talking. Then, something happened,
and Rosemary wrapped herself in silence.
In We Are All Completely beside Ourselves, Karen
Joy Fowler weaves her most accomplished work
to date—a tale of loving but fallible people whose
well-intentioned actions lead to heartbreaking
consequences.

story of what was lost to a country and her people,
becomes a resounding cry for reconciliation.

Neil Gaiman is the New York Times bestselling
author of more than twenty books for readers of all
ages, and the recipient of numerous literary awards.
Originally from England, he now lives in America.

The Cuckoo’s Calling
Robert Galbraith
Nominated by:
Bibliothèque Municipale Á Vocation Regionale de
Nice, France

Ru Freeman
Nominated by:
Wojewódzka Biblioteka Publiczna im. Marszalka
Józefa Pilsudskiego, Lódz, Poland
On the day the Herath family moves in, Sal Mal
Lane is still a quiet street. As the neighbors adapt
to the newcomers in different ways, the children fill
their days with cricket matches, romantic crushes,
and small rivalries. But the tremors of civil war
are mounting, and the conflict threatens to engulf
them all. In a heart-rending novel poised between
the past and the future, the innocence of the
children—a beloved sister and her over-protective
siblings, a rejected son and his twin sisters, two very
different brothers—contrasts sharply with the petty
prejudices of the adults charged with their care. In
Ru Freeman’s masterful hands, On Sal Mal Lane, a
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After losing his leg to a land mine in Afghanistan,
Cormoran Strike is barely scraping by as a private
investigator. Strike is down to one client, and
creditors are calling. He has also just broken up with
his longtime girlfriend and is living in his office.
Then John Bristow walks through his door with an
amazing story: His sister, the legendary supermodel
Lula Landry, known to her friends as the Cuckoo,
famously fell to her death a few months earlier.
The police ruled it a suicide, but John refuses to
believe that. The case plunges Strike into the world
of multimillionaire beauties, rock-star boyfriends,
and desperate designers, and it introduces him to
every variety of pleasure, enticement, seduction, and
delusion known to man.
Robert Galbraith is a pseudonym for J.K. Rowling,
author of the Harry Potter series and The Casual
Vacancy.
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All Over Again

The Dark Heart of Florence

A-dZiko Simba Gegele
Nominated by:
Jamaica Library Service, Bridgetown
Growing up is hard. You know this. And when your
mother has X-ray eyes and dances like a wobbling
bag of water? When your father’s idea of fun is to
put all your money in a savings account and make
you get up a 5am every Sunday morning? When
Kenny, Percival Thorton High’s big show-off, is
after Christina Parker – your Christina Parker?
And when you have a shrimp of a little sister who is
the bawlingst little six year old girl in the whole of
Riverland? Then growing up is something you’re not
sure you can manage at all. Who in their right mind
could? Who? You?

containing not only an autobiographical account
of Ines’s strange experiences while working as a
chambermaid in Rome in the summer of 1978 but
also the life story of her former employer, the hotelier
Emma Manente.
In a sweeping tale of remembrance and
reconciliation, of lives unfulfilled and loves
unrequited, Roman Elegy interweaves the personal
stories of three resilient women with a fascinating
historical narrative of the Eternal City, in all its
contrasting squalor and beauty, compassion and
savagery.
Sabine Gruber was born in 1963 in Merano, Italy.
She has received several awards for her writing
including the City of Vienna Support Award, the
Austrian State Support Award and the Elias Caneti
Scholarship of the City of Vienna.

All Over Again is an enchanting slice of boyhood. It
is a charming story with a bold narrative style that
pulls you in.

The Humans

A-dZiko Simba Gegele is a prize-winning writer

whose work has been published in the Caribbean,
England and the United States. Her work has
spanned multiple genres: poetry, short stories,
television sketches and plays for theatre, radio and
video. All Over Again is her debut novel.

The Signature of All Things
Elizabeth Gilbert
Nominated by:
Laramie County Library System, Cheyenne, USA
Spanning much of the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries, The Signature of All Things follows the
fortunes of the extraordinary Whittaker family
as led by the enterprising Henry Whittaker—a
poor-born Englishman who makes a great fortune
in the South American quinine trade, eventually
becoming the richest man in Philadelphia. Born in
1800, Henry’s brilliant daughter Alma ultimately
becomes a botanist of considerable gifts herself. As
Alma’s research takes her deeper into the mysteries
of evolution, she falls in love with a man named
Ambrose Pike who draws her in the exact opposite
direction—into the realm of the spiritual, the divine,
and the magical. Alma is a clear-minded scientist;
Ambrose a utopian artist—but what unites this
unlikely couple is a desperate need to understand the
workings of this world and the mechanisms behind
all life.
Elizabeth Gilbert began her writing journey with

two acclaimed works of fiction—the short story
collection Pilgrims and the novel Stern Men. Her
nonfiction work, The Last American Man, was a
finalist for the National Book Award. Her two
memoirs (Eat, Pray, Love and Committed) were both
number one New York Times bestsellers.
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Michele Giuttari

Translated from the Italian by Howard
Curtis & Isabelle Kaufeler
Nominated by:
Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale Firenze, Italy
After enduring years at the mercy of an infamous
serial killer, the people of Florence are relieved at the
news of his death - until a senator and his butler are
found brutally murdered.
Chief Superintendent Michele Ferrara suspects
that the case isn’t closed and as he becomes trapped
in a spiral of vendettas and corruption, a powerful
adversary is conspiring against him from the
shadows. When he’s confronted with dead ends and
unreliable theories, discovering the truth is only the
beginning for Ferrara as he finds himself face-to-face
with something rotten at the heart of the city . . .
Evocative, gripping and atmospheric, The Dark Heart
of Florence has been a major bestseller in Italy and
across Europe.

Matt Haig

Michele Giuttari is former head of the Florence
Police Force (1995-2003), where he was responsible
for re-opening the Monster of Florence case and
jailing several key Mafia figures.

There’s no place like home. Or is there?

Roman Elegy
Sabine Gruber

Translated from the German by Peter Lewis
Nominated by:
Stadtbibliothek Bremen, Germany
It is 2009: writer Clara Burger arrives in Rome to
sort out the affairs and clear the flat of her school
friend Ines, prematurely dead from cancer. Sorting
through Ines’ belongings, Clara finds a manuscript
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Nominated by:
Redbridge Libraries, London, UK

After an ‘incident’ one wet Friday night where
Professor Andrew Martin is found walking naked
through the streets of Cambridge, he is not feeling
quite himself. Food sickens him. Clothes confound
him. Even his loving wife and teenage son are
repulsive to him. He feels lost amongst a crazy alien
species and hates everyone on the planet. Everyone,
that is, except Newton, and he’s a dog.

What could possibly make someone change their
mind about the human race. . . ?
Matt Haig’s debut novel, The Last Family in England,
was a UK bestseller. The Dead Fathers Club and The
Possession of Mr Cave are being made into films and
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have been translated into numerous languages. He is
also the author of the award winning children’s novel
Shadow Forest, and its sequel, The Runaway Troll.
Matt now lives in York.

How to Get Filthy Rich in Rising Asia
Mohsin Hamid
Nominated by:
Hawaii State Public Library System, Honolulu,
USA
How to Get Filthy Rich in Rising Asia steals its shape
from the business self-help books devoured by
ambitious youths all over “rising Asia.” It follows its
nameless hero to the sprawling metropolis where he
begins to amass an empire built on that most fluid,
and increasingly scarce, of goods: water. Yet his heart
remains set on something else, on the pretty girl
whose star rises along with his, their paths crossing
and recrossing.
A striking slice of contemporary life at a time
of crushing upheaval, romantic without being
sentimental, political without being didactic,
and spiritual without being religious, it brings an
unflinching gaze to the violence and hope it depicts.
Mohsin Hamid’s first novel, Moth Smoke, won
the Betty Trask Award and was a finalist for the
PEN/Hemingway Prize. His second, The Reluctant
Fundamentalist was a bestseller in the United States
and abroad. Hamid contributes to Time, The New
York Times, and The Washington Post, among others.
He lives in Lahore, Pakistan.

Benediction
Kent Haruf
Nominated by:
Margarita Rudomino All-Russia State Library for
Foreign Literature, Moscow
Cleveland Public Library, USA
When Dad Lewis is diagnosed with terminal
cancer, he and his wife, Mary, must work together
to make his final days as comfortable as possible.
Their daughter, Lorraine, hastens back from Denver
to help look after him; her devotion softens the
bitter absence of their estranged son, Frank. Next
door, a young girl named Alice moves in with
her grandmother and contends with the painful
memories that Dad’s condition stirs up of her own
mother’s death. Meanwhile, the town’s newly arrived
preacher attempts to mend his strained relationships
with his wife and teenaged son.
Despite the travails that each of these families faces,
together they form bonds strong enough to carry
them through the most difficult of times. Kent
Haruf gives us his most indelible portrait yet of
this small town and reveals, with grace and insight,
the compassion, the suffering and, above all, the
humanity of its inhabitants.
Kent Haruf’s honors include a Whiting Foundation

Award, a Stegner Award, a Frank Waters Award,
and a special citation from the PEN/Hemingway
Foundation. His novel Plainsong won the Mountains
& Plains Booksellers Award and was a finalist for
the National Book Award, the Los Angeles Times
Book Prize, and the New Yorker Book Award.

his debut novel, became one of the most acclaimed
first novels in Finnish literature winning three
literary prizes including the Clue Award for Best
Detective Novel of the Year.

And the Mountains Echoed

Before I Burn
Gaute Heivoll

Translated from the Norwegian by Don Bartlett
Nominated by:
Stavanger Bibliotek, Norway
In the late 1970s, a pyromaniac runs amok in a closeknit community in rural Norway. Homes are burnt
to a cinder, and panic spreads, as neighbours wonder
who amongst them could be wreaking such fear and
anguish. And slowly, ineluctably, a mother comes to
realize that her son is lighting the fires.
Born into this time of chaos, Gaute Heivoll is
indelibly linked to the arsonist who caused such
destruction. By juxtaposing the pyromaniac’s story
with his own, Heivoll explores memory, loss and the
agonizing separation of child from parent that is a
rite of passage for us all. Written in fluid, luminous
prose, Before I Burn is a literary sensation, by the
foremost Norwegian writer of his generation.
Gaute Heivoll made his debut in 2002 with the
prose collection Liten dansende gutt (Small Dancing
Boy), and since then has written poetry, children’s
books, short stories and novels. In 2006 he was the
Norwegian representative to the Literary Festival
Project Scritture Giovanni and his short-story ‘Dr
Gordeau’ was translated into English, German and
Italian.

Cold Courage
Pekka Hiltunen

Translated from the Finnish by Owen F. Witesman
Nominated by:
Helsinki City Library, Finland
When Lia witnesses a disturbing scene on her way to
work she is horrified. A Latvian prostitute has been
killed, her body run over by a steamroller and then
placed in the boot of a car.
As the weeks pass and no leads are found, the news
story dies but Lia is unable to forget. When she
meets Mari, another Finn living in London, she
thinks it fortuitous, but Mari has engineered the
meeting for her own advantage. Mari heads up a unit
she calls the ‘Studio’ – a group she employs made
up of four disparate people: a hacker, a set designer,
a private detective and an actress. When Lia shares
the thoughts plaguing her about the murder, Mari
thinks she and the members of the Studio can help,
but Mari and Lia are about to set foot into extremely
dangerous territory.
Pekka Hiltunen is a Finnish author. Cold Courage,

www.impacdublinaward.ie

Khaled Hosseini
Nominated by:
The Capital Library of China, Beijing
The National Library of Estonia, Tallin
Stadtbücherei Frankfurt am Main, Germany
Veria Central Public Library, Greece
Katona József Library of Bács-Kiskun County,
Kecskemét, Hungary
Margarita Rudomino All-Russia State Library for
Foreign Literature, Mosocw
Liverpool City Libraries, UK
Pikes Peak Library District, Colorado Springs,
USA
San Jose Public Library, USA
Ten-year-old Abdullah would do anything for his
younger sister. In a life of poverty and struggle, with
no mother to care for them, Pari is the only person
who brings Abdullah happiness. For her, he will
trade his only pair of shoes to give her a feather for
her treasured collection. When their father sets off
with Pari across the desert to Kabul in search of
work, Abdullah is determined not to be separated
from her. Neither brother nor sister know what this
fateful journey will bring them.
And the Mountains Echoed is a deeply moving epic
of heartache, hope and, above all, the unbreakable
bonds of love.
Khaled Hosseini is one of the most widely read and
beloved novelists in the world, with over thirty eight
million copies of his books sold in more than seventy
countries. The Kite Runner was a major film and was
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a Book of the Decade, chosen by The Times, Daily
Telegraph and Guardian He was born in Kabul,
Afghanistan, and lives in northern California.

The Abyssinian Cache
Kurt J. Jaeger

at Cheonnam National University. She made her
literary debut with her receipt of the Joongang Daily
New Writers Award, and has since published four
novels and a collection of short stories.

Saving Mozart

Translated from the German by the author
Nominated by:
National Library of Liechtenstein, Vaduz
It’s 1941 and the last days of war in Italian-occupied
Ethiopia. A small Italian arms convoy is destroyed
in an air attack and its sole survivor, Major Umberto
Mancino, stumbles across a load of gold bullion
hidden in one of the lorries. He seizes this once-ina-lifetime windfall and hides the fortune in hopes
of cashing in once war is over. Fates collide and
he gets orders for a covert operation: hiding two
beautiful Bugatti automobiles brought to Africa on
Mussolini’s orders. The task is achieved with the help
of Captain Silvio Falone, but ends in bloody horror
and the two officers in British prison camps. Some
30 years later, their hidden fortune beckons them
back to Ethiopia. The ensuing recovery is daring and
full of suspense.
Kurt J. Jaeger grew up in Switzerland as a
Liechtenstein citizen and after High School decided
for an apprenticeship in aircraft engineering.
Working his way up he finally ended as an airline
captain. In his native country he later became
director of a large aircraft maintenance center.
Having spent a large part of his life in Africa, his
novels deal mainly with the newer history of Africa.

No One Writes Back
Jang Eun-jin

Translated from the Korean by Jung Yewon
Nominated by:
Literature Translation Institute of Korea Library,
Soeul, South Korea
Communication–or the lack thereof–is the subject
of this sly update of the picaresque. No One Writes
Back is the story of a young man who leaves home
with only his blind dog, an MP3 player, and a book,
traveling aimlessly for three years, from motel to
motel, meeting people on the road. Rather than
learn the names of his fellow travelers–or invent
nicknames for them–he assigns them numbers.
There’s 239, for example, who once dreamed of being
a poet; there’s 109, who rides trains endlessly because
of a broken heart; and 32, who’s already decided to
commit suicide. The narrator writes letters to these
men and women in the hope that he can console
them in their various miseries, as well as keep a
record of his own experiences: No one writes back,
of course, but that doesn’t mean that there isn’t some
hope that one of them will, someday.
Jang Eun-jin was born in Gwangju, Korea, and
graduated from the Department of Geography
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to school in the English countryside. On the way
an accident occurs. Or does it? Byron is sure it
happened, but his mother, sitting right next to him
in the car, has no reaction to it. Over the course of
the days and weeks that follow, Byron embarks on a
journey to discover what really happened–or didn’t–
that fateful morning when everything changed. It is
a journey that will take him–a loveable and cloistered
twelve-year-old boy with a loveable and cloistered
twelve-year-old boy’s perspective on life–into the
murkier, more difficult realities of the adult world,
where people lie, fathers and mothers fight without
words, and even unwilling boys must become men.
Rachel Joyce is the author of the international
bestseller The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry.
She is also the award-winning writer of more than
twenty plays for BBC Radio 4. She lives with her
family on a Gloucestershire farm.

Under Budapest
Ailsa Kay
Nominated by:
Winnipeg Public Library, Canada

Raphaël Jerusalmy

Translated from the French by Howard Curtis
Nominated by:
Bibliothèque de la Part-Dieu, Lyon, France
Raphaël Jerusalmy’s debut novel takes the form
of the journal of Otto J. Steiner, a former music
critic of Jewish descent suffering from tuberculosis
in a Salzburg sanatorium in 1939. Drained by
his illness and isolated in the gloomy sanatorium,
Steiner finds solace only in music. He is horrified
to learn that the Nazis’ are transforming a Mozart
festival into a fascist event. Steiner feels helpless
at first, but an invitation from a friend presents
him with an opportunity to fight back. Under the
guise of organizing a concert for Nazi officials,
Steiner formulates a plan to save Mozart that could
dramatically change the course of the war.
Raphaël Jerusalmy was born in Montmartre, France
in 1954. After receiving diplomas from the Ecole
Normale Supérieure and the Sorbonne, he worked
with Israeli Military Intelligence. He currently sells
antique books in Tel-Aviv.

Perfect
Rachel Joyce
Nominated by:
Cape Breton Regional Library, Sydney, Canada
Tulsa City-County Library, USA
On a foggy spring morning in 1972, twelve-yearold Byron Hemming and his mother are driving
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Ailsa Kay lays out the literary equivalent of a jigsaw
puzzle in Under Budapest, bringing into stark relief
the triumphs, calamities, and desperation of two
North American Hungarian families and those
whose lives they’ve touched.
There’s Agnes and Tibor, mother and son, travelling
to Hungary for reasons they keep to themselves,
he to recover from a disastrous love affair, she to
search for a sister gone missing during the 1956
Hungarian Revolution. There’s Janos, a self-styled
player and petty thug, who schemes to make it rich
in post-communist Hungary. And there’s Gyula and
Zsofi, caught up in a revolution that will change the
face of Hungary forever. Their lives are all connected
by a conflagration of events: the legacy of wartime
violence, past allegiances, long-buried rivalries, and
secrets from the past.
Ailsa Kay fell in love with Budapest on a 2004
visit and has since lived there off and on for short
intervals. Kay’s short fiction has appeared in literary
journals such as Exile and The New Quarterly. After
twenty years in Toronto, she recently returned to her
hometown of Fergus, Ontario. Under Budapest is her
first novel.

Fever
Mary Beth Keane
Nominated by:
Jacksonville Public Library, USA
On the eve of the twentieth century, Mary Mallon
emigrated from Ireland to make her way in New
York City. Canny and enterprising, she worked
her way to the kitchen, and discovered in herself
the true talent of a chef. Sought after by New York
aristocracy, and with independence rare for a woman

Eligible Titles 2015
of the time, she seemed to have achieved the life
she’d aimed for. Then one determined “medical
engineer” noticed that she left a trail of disease
wherever she cooked, and identified her as an
“asymptomatic carrier” of Typhoid Fever. With this
seemingly preposterous theory, he made Mallon a
hunted woman.
Fever is an ambitious retelling of a forgotten life. In
the imagination of Mary Beth Keane, Mary Mallon
becomes a fiercely compelling, dramatic, vexing,
sympathetic, uncompromising, and unforgettable
heroine.
Mary Beth Keane was born in New York City
to Irish parents. She attended the University of
Virginia, where she received an MFA in Fiction. In
2011, she was named by Julia Glass to the National
Book Foundation’s “5 under 35.”

The Last Days of the National Costume
Anne Kennedy
Nominated by:
Auckland Libraries, New Zealand
Wellington City Libraries, New Zealand
You’d think that mending clothes would be an
uneventful, uncomplicated occupation. But people
love to talk, and as they make their excuses to GoGo
Sligo, of Megan Sligo Mending and Alterations,
they reveal the holes in their stories as well. As
GoGo listens and sews, she realises she is also
helping her clients cheat and lie to their husbands
and wives. She’s covering their tracks so they won’t
be found out.
A five-week blackout brings the city to its knees,
and a drama to her doorstep. A lover, a wife, and
finally the cheating husband all come to claim a
vintage Irish costume that GoGo’s been mending.
She doesn’t want to like the guilty husband, but
can’t resist being drawn into the enticing web of his
deceit..
Anne Kennedy is the author of the novels 100
Traditional Smiles, Musica Ficta and A Boy and His
Uncle. She is also a well known and award winning
poet. She lives between Auckland and Honolulu.

Burial Rites
Hannah Kent
Nominated by:
The National Library of Australia, Canberra
The State Library of New South Wales, Sydney,
Australia
Richland Library, Columbia, USA
The Free Library of Philadelphia, USA
Set against Iceland’s stark landscape, Hannah Kent
brings to vivid life the story of Agnes, who, charged
with the brutal murder of her former master, is sent
to an isolated farm to await execution.
Horrified at the prospect of housing a convicted

murderer, the family at first avoids Agnes. Only
Tóti, a priest Agnes has mysteriously chosen to
be her spiritual guardian, seeks to understand her.
But as Agnes’s death looms, the farmer’s wife and
their daughters learn there is another side to the
sensational story they’ve heard.
Riveting and rich with lyricism, Burial Rites evokes
a dramatic existence in a distant time and place,
and asks the question, how can one woman hope to
endure when her life depends upon the stories told
by others?

Fiona Kidman has published over 25 books,
including novels, poetry, non-fiction and a play. She
has worked as a librarian, creative writing teacher,
radio producer and critic, and as a scriptwriter for
radio, television and film, but primarily as a writer.
She was created a Dame (DNZM) in 1998 in
recognition of her contribution to literature.

The Bones of Paris

Hannah Kent is a 26-year-old Australian writer.
Burial Rites is her first novel.

Wedding Speech
Khaliza Khalid
Nominated by:
The National Library of Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur
I finally find a piece of paper but I frown. No pen.
Khaira who’s been watching me figures I’m in
distress. She fishes out a pink stick from one of her
pockets and offers it to me.
My left palm as surface, I use my daughter’s My
Little Pony to scribble a few words on the paper.
Now I really look like a gay wedding planner. Once
done, I hand back the pen to Khaira and scan what I
wrote. Six words. That will get me lynched.
Two days to go and those are all I can come up
with. I must be an idiot. Inhaling deeply, I mentally
psyche myself, I can do it. Do I have a choice? If I
don’t deliver the wedding speech, my fiancée Kelly’s
going to ice me. If I do, the guests will probably do
it for her.
Khaliza Khalid speaks funnily. It’s because she’s been
hanging out with cats since she was small giving
them names such as Jules Verne and Guggenheim
Tenzing. After years of living in exile from Johor
Bahru, she has settled down in Kuala Lumpur.

The Infinite Air
Fiona Kidman
Nominated by:
Auckland Libraries, New Zealand
A superbly written novel offering an intriguing
interpretation of one of the world’s greatest aviators,
the glamorous and mysterious Jean Batten.
Jean Batten became an international icon in the
1930s. A brave, beautiful woman, she made a
number of heroic solo flights across the world. The
newspapers couldn’t get enough of her; and yet she
suddenly slipped out of view, disappearing to the
Caribbean with her mother and dying in obscurity in
Majorca, buried in a pauper’s grave.
Fiona Kidman’s enthralling novel delves into the life
of this enigmatic woman, exploring mysteries and
crafting a fascinating exploration of early flying, of
mothers and daughters, and of fame and secrecy.
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Laurie R. King
Nominated by:
Laramie County Library System, Cheyenne, USA
Paris, France: September 1929. For Harris
Stuyvesant, the assignment is a private investigator’s
dream—he’s getting paid to prowl the cafés and
bars of Montparnasse, looking for a pretty young
woman. The missing person in question is Philippa
Crosby, a twenty-two year old from Boston. Her
family became alarmed when she stopped all
communications. He wholly expects to find her in
the arms of some up-and-coming artist, perhaps
experimenting with the decadent lifestyle that is
suddenly available on every rue and boulevard.
Soon it becomes clear that one missing girl is a drop
in the bucket. Here, amid the glittering lights of the
cabarets, hides a monster whose artistic coup de grâce
is to be rendered in blood. And Stuyvesant will have
to descend into the darkest depths of perversion to
find a killer . . .
Laurie R. King is the New York Times bestselling
author of ten Mary Russell mysteries, five
contemporary novels featuring Kate Martinelli,
and the acclaimed novels A Darker Place, Folly,
Keeping Watch, and Touchstone. She lives in Northern
California.

17

Eligible Titles 2015
Doctor Sleep

Someday We’ll Tell Each Other Everything

Stephen King
Nominated by:
Stadt Bibliothek Salzburg, Austria
On highways across America, a tribe of people called
the True Knot travel in search of sustenance. They
look harmless—mostly old, lots of polyester, and
married to their RVs. But as Dan Torrance knows,
and spunky twelve-year-old Abra Stone learns, the
True Knot are quasi-immortal, living off the steam
that children with the shining produce when they are
slowly tortured to death.

dictatorship in Brazil. The father is himself a refugee
from Poland in the 1930s. He is racked by feelings of
guilt—that because he was immersed in his Yiddish
writing and scholarship, he did not really know his
daughter or the danger that threatened her.
The novel is based on a true story – the
disappearance of Kucinski’s younger sister in 1973.
As the author says, ‘Everything in this book is
invented but almost everything happened’. The first
Brazilian edition sold out in a few weeks, and the
novel has been shortlisted for literary awards in
Brazil and Portugal.
Bernardo Kucinski, a Brazilian journalist and
university teacher, is the author of several books
published in Brazil and abroad, including The Debt
Squads – the US, the Banks and Latin America and
Politics Transformed: Lula and the Workers’ Party in Brazil.

Dan has been drifting for decades, desperate to
shed his father’s legacy of despair, alcoholism, and
violence. Finally, he settles in a New Hampshire
town, an AA community that sustains him, and a job
at a nursing home where his remnant shining power
provides the crucial final comfort to the dying. Aided
by a prescient cat, he becomes “Doctor Sleep.”

The Flamethrowers

Then Dan meets the evanescent Abra Stone, and it is
her spectacular gift, the brightest shining ever seen,
that reignites Dan’s own demons and summons him
to a battle for Abra’s soul and survival.

Stephen King is the author of more than fifty books,
all of them worldwide bestsellers. His recent work
includes Doctor Sleep and Under the Dome, now a
major TV miniseries on CBS. He lives in Bangor,
Maine, with his wife, novelist Tabitha King.

A Man in Love
Karl Ove Knausgaard

Translated from the Norwegian by Don Bartlett
Nominated by:
Stavanger Bibliotek, Norway
Book 2 of the six-volume literary masterwork My
Struggle flows with the same raw energy and candor
that ignited the series’ unprecedented bestselling
run in Scandinavia, a virulent controversy, and an
avalanche of literary awards. Knausgaard breaks
down lived experience into its elementary particles,
revealing the wounds and epiphanies of a truly
examined life. Walking away from everything
he knows in Bergen, Karl Ove finds himself in
Stockholm, where he waits for the next stretch of the
road to reveal itself. He strikes up a deep friendship
with another exiled Norwegian, a boxing fanatic and
intellectual named Geir. He reconnects with Linda,
a vibrant poet who had captivated him at writers’
workshop years earlier, and the shape of his world
changes.
Karl Ove Knausgaard was born in Norway. His
debut novel Out of This World won the Norwegian

Critics Prize in 2004 and his A Time for Everything
was a finalist for the Nordic Council Prize. My
Struggle has been translated into more than fifteen
languages. Knausgaard lives in Sweden with his wife
and four children.

18

Daniela Krien

Translated from the German by Jamie Bulloch
Nominated by:
Leipziger Stadtische Bibliotheken, Germany
It is summer 1990, only months after the border
dividing Germany has dissolved. Maria, nearly
seventeen, moves in with her boyfriend on his family
farm.
A chance encounter with enigmatic loner Henner,
a neighbouring farmer, quickly develops into a
passionate relationship. But Maria soon finds that
Henner can be as brutal as he is tender – his love
reveals itself through both animal violence and
unexpected sensitivity. Maria builds a fantasy of
their future life together, but her expectations differ
dramatically from those of Henner himself, until it
seems their story can only end in tragedy.
Someday We’ll Tell Each Other Everything is a bold
and impressive debut in which love and violence,
conflict and longing, are inextricably entwined.
Daniela Krien was born in 1975 in what was then
East Germany and lives in Leipzig, where she is an
editor and scriptwriter for Amadelio Film. Someday
We’ll Tell Each Other Everything is her first novel.

K.
Bernardo Kucinski

Translated from the Portuguese by Sue Branford
Nominated by:
Biblioteca Demonstrativa Maria da Conceição
Moreira Salles / Fundação Biblioteca Nacional,
Brasilia, Brazil
K. is the story of a father who searches desperately
for his daughter, ‘disappeared’ during the military

www.impacdublinaward.ie

Rachel Kushner
Nominated by:
Stockholm Public Library, Sweden
Chicago Public Library, USA
Reno, so-called because of the place of her birth,
comes to New York intent on turning her fascination
with motorcycles and speed into art. Her arrival
coincides with an explosion of activity—artists
colonize a deserted and industrial SoHo, stage
actions in the East Village, and blur the line between
life and art. Reno is submitted to a sentimental
education of sorts—by dreamers, poseurs, and
raconteurs in New York and by radicals in Italy,
where she goes with her lover to meet his estranged
and formidable family. Ardent, vulnerable, and bold,
Reno is a fiercely memorable observer, superbly
realized by Rachel Kushner.
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The Flamethrowers was a finalist for the National
Book Award and a New York Times bestseller.

At Least We Can Apologize

Rachel Kushner’s debut novel, Telex from Cuba,
was a finalist for the 2008 National Book Award
and a New York Times bestseller and Notable Book.
The Flamethrowers received rave reviews across
the country. Kushner was awarded a Guggenheim
Fellowship in 2013. She lives in Los Angeles.

Translated from the Korean by Christopher J. Dykas

The Lowland
Jhumpa Lahiri
Nominated by:
Veria Central Public Library, Greece
India International Centre Library, New Delhi
Richland Library, Columbia, USA
Houston Public Library, USA
Milwaukee Public Library, USA
The Lowland is an engrossing family saga steeped
in history: the story of two very different brothers
bound by tragedy, a fiercely brilliant woman haunted
by her past, a country torn apart by revolution, and
a love that endures long past death. Moving from
the 1960s to the present, and from India to America
and across generations, this dazzling novel is Jhumpa
Lahiri at the height of her considerable powers.

Lee Ki-ho

Nominated by:
Literature Translation Institute of Korea Library,
Seoul, South Korea
This story focuses on an agency whose only purpose
is to offer apologies—for a fee—on behalf of its
clients. This seemingly insignificant service leads
us into an examination of sin, guilt, and the often
irrational demands of society. A kaleidoscope of
minor nuisances and major grievances, this novel
heralds a new comic voice in Korean letters.
Lee Ki-ho debuted when his short story Birney
won the monthly Modern Literature New Writer’s
Contest in 1999, and was awarded the Lee Hyo-seok
Literary Award in 2010. He is currently a professor
in the department of creative writing at Gwangju
University.

Tula - The Revolt

Jhumpa Lahiri is the author of three previous works
of fiction: Interpreter of Maladies, The Namesake and,
most recently, Unaccustomed Earth. A recipient of the
Pulitzer Prize, a PEN/Hemingway Award, the Frank
O’Connor International Short Story Award and a
Guggenheim Fellowship, she was inducted into the
American Academy of Arts and Letters in 2012.

Nominated by:
Richland Library, Columbia, USA

Ann Leary is the author of the memoir An Innocent,
A Broad and the novel Outtakes from a Marriage. She
has written fiction and nonfiction for various
magazines and literary publications and is a cohost of
the NPR weekly radio show Hash Hags.

Naw Much of a Talker
Pedro Lenz

Translated from the (Swiss) German
by Donal McLaughlin
Nominated by:
Universitätsbibliothek Bern, Switzerland
Known only as ‘the goalie’, the novel’s narrator is
always taking the blame. He’s just been released
from jail, having kept schtum during a drugs bust.
The goalie is a sucker for a good story, he lives and
breathes them, is forever telling stories to himself
and anyone who’ll listen.

Naw Much of a Talker is a charming, hilarious tour
through the goalie’s anecdotes. Storytelling is his
way of avoiding problems and conflict, his crowning
achievement and tragic flaw. Regi concludes that it
isn’t a woman the goalie needs, but an audience.

Ann Leary

Alone and feeling unjustly persecuted, Hildy finds
a friend in Rebecca McAllister, one of the town’s
wealthy newcomers. Rebecca is grateful for the
friendship and Hildy feels like a person of the world
again, as she and Rebecca escape their worries with
some harmless gossip and a bottle of wine by the
fire—just one of their secrets.

Jeroen Leinders spent much of his youth on
Curaçao. After a career in advertising, he turned his
talents to making documentaries and films. His work
as a director includes the film of the same name Tula
- The Revolt.

He returns to his hometown broke, falling in love
with Regi, a barmaid. On a trip together to Spain
Regi realises that this obsession with storytelling has
its downsides, the goalie all too ready to believe the
yarns his so-called friends spin.

The Good House

Hildy Good is a townie. A lifelong resident of a
small community on the rocky coast of Boston’s
North Shore, she knows pretty much everything
about everyone. And she’s good at lots of things,
too. A successful real-estate broker, mother, and
grandmother, her days are full. But her nights have
become lonely ever since her daughters, convinced
their mother was drinking too much, sent her off to
rehab. Now she’s in recovery—more or less.

on neighbouring Haiti, and that the New Dutch
Republic is now under French rule, he sets out to
improve the position of his fellow slaves. Unable
– and unwilling – to comprehend his efforts at
peaceful resistance, the colonial authorities respond
with force. Undeterred, Tula nevertheless succeeds in
uniting and inspiring his people in their struggle for
freedom and equality.

Jeroen Leinders

Pedro Lenz was born in Langenthal, Switzerland.
He has won numerous awards and poetry slams, was
nominated for the Swiss Book Prize and won the
Berne Literature Prize in 2010 for Naw Much of a
Talker.

Translated from the Dutch by Brian Doyle-Du Breuile

Dissident Gardens

Nominated by:
Openbare Bibliotheek Amsterdam, The
Netherlands
De Bibliotheek Eindhoven, The Netherlands
The Libraries of the Hague , The Netherlands
De Bibliotheek Utrecht, The Netherlands

Jonathan Lethem

Based on historical facts Tula -The Revolt is a true
story about the Great Slave Revolt on the Caribbean
island of Curaçao in 1795. Tula, a slave on the
Kenepa plantation, is convinced that God made all
human beings equal: he finds it increasingly difficult
to ignore the inequality and injustice meted out
to his people from their Dutch rulers. Stirred by
news from abroad that France has abolished slavery
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Nominated by:
Miami-Dade Public Library System, USA
Rose Zimmer, the aptly nicknamed Red Queen
of Sunnyside, Queens, is an unreconstructed
Communist who savages neighbors, family,
and political comrades with the ferocity of her
personality and the absolutism of her beliefs. Her
equally passionate and willful daughter, Miriam,
flees Rose’s influence for the dawning counterculture
of Greenwich Village. Despite their differences,
they share a power to enchant the men in their
lives: Rose’s aristocratic German Jewish husband,
Albert; her feckless chess hustler cousin, Lenny;
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Cicero Lookins, the brilliant son of her black cop
lover; Miriam’s (slightly fraudulent) Irish folksinger
husband, Tommy Gogan; and their bewildered
son, Sergius. Through Lethem’s vivid storytelling
we come to understand that the personal may be
political, but the political, even more so, is personal.
Jonathan Lethem is the author of nine novels. A
recipient of the MacArthur Fellowship and finalist
for the National Book Critics Circle Award, Lethem
has published his stories and essays in The New
Yorker, Harper’s, Rolling Stone, Esquire, and The New
York Times, among others. He lives in California.

Crow Blue

Anatomy of a Girl Gang

Mullumbimby

Ashley Little

Melissa Lucashenko

Nominated by:
Vancouver Public Library, Canada
A sharply observed novel told in six voices, Anatomy
of a Girl Gang is the powerful exploration of a young
girl gang in Vancouver called the Black Roses:
Mac, the self-appointed leader and mastermind;
Mercy, the Punjabi princess with a skill for theft;
Kayos, their former classmate who gave birth to
a daughter at age thirteen; Sly Girl, who fled her
First Nations reserve for a better life, only to find
depravity and addiction; and Z, a sixteen-year-old
anti-establishment graffiti artist.
Cast out by mainstream society, the five girls
terrorize Vancouver with a primal, restless urgency.
As they navigate from ATM robberies to cooking
crack on the stove to savagely avenging the beating
of one of their own, they hope and wait for better
days that will turn into a better life, even as the
darkness of fate draws inevitably nearer.

Translated from the Portuguese by Alison Entrekin
Nominated by:
Biblioteca Demonstrativa Maria da Conceição
Moreira Salles / Fundação Biblioteca Nacional,
Brasilia, Brazil
When her mother dies, thirteen-year-old Vanja
is left with no family and no sense of who she
is, where she belongs, and what she should do.
Determined to find her biological father to fill the
void that has so suddenly appeared in her life, Vanja
decides to leave Rio de Janeiro to live in Colorado
with her stepfather, a former guerrilla notorious for
his violent past. From there she goes in search of
her biological father, tracing her mother’s footsteps
and gradually discovering the truth about herself.
Rendered in lyrical and passionate prose, Crow Blue
is a literary road trip through Brazil and America,
and through dark decades of family and political
history.
Brazilian author Adriana Lisboa was born in
Rio de Janeiro. She has published eleven books,
including six novels, a collection of short stories
and prose poetry, and books for children. Her work
has been translated into English, French, Spanish,
German, Italian, Swedish, Romanian and Serbian,
and will shortly appear also in Arabic.
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A darkly funny novel of romantic love and cultural
warfare from one of Australia’s most admired
Indigenous voices.
When Jo Breen uses her divorce settlement to buy
a neglected property in the Byron Bay hinterland,
she is hoping for a tree change, and a blossoming
connection to the land of her Aboriginal ancestors.
What she discovers instead is sharp dissent from her
teenage daughter, trouble brewing from unimpressed
white neighbours and a looming Native Title war
between the local Bundjalung families. When Jo
unexpectedly finds love on one side of the Native
Title divide she quickly learns that living on country
is only part of the recipe for the Good Life.

Ashley Little studied creative writing at the
University of Victoria. Her debut novel, Prick:
Confessions of a Tattoo Artist was shortlisted for
the ReLit Award. She is also the author of the
young-adult novel The New Normal. She lives in the
Okanagan Valley.

Melissa Lucashenko is an Australian writer of
European and Goorie heritage. She received an
honours degree in public policy from Griffith
University in 1990 and is the author of the awardwinning novels Steam Pigs, Killing Darcy, Too Flash
and Mullumbimby. Melissa lives between Brisbane
and the Bundjalung nation.

The Bookman’s Tale

The Dark Road

Charlie Lovett

Adriana Lisboa

Nominated by:
The State Library of Queensland, Brisbane,
Australia
The National Library of Australia, Canberra

Nominated by:
Jacksonville Public Library, USA
Hay-on-Wye, 1995. Peter Byerly isn’t sure what drew
him into this particular bookshop. Nine months
earlier, the death of his beloved wife, Amanda, had
left him shattered. The young antiquarian bookseller
relocated from North Carolina to the English
countryside, hoping to rediscover the joy he once
took in collecting and restoring rare books. But upon
opening an eighteenth-century study of Shakespeare
forgeries, Peter is shocked when a portrait of
Amanda tumbles out of its pages. Of course, it isn’t
really her. The watercolor is clearly Victorian. Yet the
resemblance is uncanny, and Peter becomes obsessed
with learning the picture’s origins.
As he follows the trail back first to the Victorian era
and then to Shakespeare’s time, Peter communes
with Amanda’s spirit, learns the truth about his own
past, and discovers a book that might definitively
prove Shakespeare was, indeed, the author of all his
plays.
Charlie Lovett is a writer, a teacher, and a
playwright. He and his wife split their time between
Winston-Salem, North Carolina, and Kingham,
Oxfordshire, in England.
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Ma Jian

Translated from the Chinese by Flora Drew
Nominated by:
Regional Library of Karviná, Karviná-Mizerov,
Czech Republic
Biblioteca Vila de Gràcia, Biblioteques de
Barcelona, Spain
Meili, a young peasant woman born in the remote
heart of China, is married to Kongzi, a village school
teacher. They have a daughter, but desperate for a son
to carry on his illustrious family line, Kongzi gets
Meili pregnant again without waiting for official
permission. When family planning officers storm the
village to arrest violators of the population control
policy, mother, father and daughter escape to the
Yangtze River and begin a fugitive life.
For years they drift south through the poisoned
waterways and ruined landscapes of China, picking
up work as they go along, scavenging for necessities
and flying from police detection. As Meili’s body
continues to be invaded by her husband and
assaulted by the state, she fights to regain control of
her fate and that of her unborn child.

Ma Jian was born in Qingdao, China. He is the
author of Stick Out Your Tongue, which in 1987 led to
the permanent banning of his books in China, Red
Dust, The Noodlemaker and Beijing Coma.
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Brief Loves that Live Forever

wither and die. And so the order is given - Paradise
will be abandoned. All personnel will be removed
and reassigned. And all human presence on the
planet will be disestablished.
Not all agree with the decision. There are some
who believe that the planet is not finished with
the intruders, and that the risks of staying are
outweighed by the possible rewards. And so
the leader of the research team and one of the
demolition workers set off on a journey across the
planet as they embark on an adventure which will
bring them closer to nature, to each other and,
eventually, to Paradise.
Phillip Mann was born in North Yorkshire
and studied English and Drama at Manchester
University and later in California. He has lived
in New Zealand since 1969, working as a drama
teacher, writing novels and short stories as well
as works for stage and radio. He is a professional
theatre director.

The Infatuations
Andreï Makine

Translated from the French by Geoffrey Strachan
Nominated by:
Bibliothèque de la Part-Dieu, Lyon, France
In Soviet Russia the desire for freedom is also a
desire for the freedom to love. Lovers live as outlaws,
traitors to the collective spirit, and love is more
intense when it feels like an act of resistance.
Now entering middle age, an orphan recalls the
fleeting moments that have never left him – a
scorching day in a blossoming orchard with a woman
who loves another; a furtive, desperate affair in a
Black Sea resort; the bunch of snowdrops a crippled
childhood friend gave him to give to his lover.
As the dreary Brezhnev era gives way to Perestroika
and the fall of Communism, the orphan uncovers the
truth behind the life of Dmitri Ress, whose tragic
fate embodies the unbreakable bond between love
and freedom.

Javier Marías

The Good Lord Bird

Each day before work María Dolz stops at the
same café. There she finds herself drawn to a couple
who are also there every morning. Observing their
seemingly perfect life helps her escape the listlessness
of her own. But when the man is brutally murdered
and María approaches the widow to offer her
condolences, what began as mere observation turns
into an increasingly complicated entanglement.
Invited into the widow’s home, she meets - and
falls in love with -a man who sheds disturbing new
light on the crime. As María recounts this story, we
are given a murder mystery brilliantly encased in
a metaphysical enquiry, a novel that grapples with
questions of love and death, chance and coincidence,
and above all, with the slippery essence of the truth
and how it is told.

The Disestablishment of Paradise

A Constellation of Vital Phenomena

The human settlers - farmers and scientists - are
finding that their crops won’t grow and their lives are
becoming more and more dangerous. The indigenous
plant life - never entirely safe - is changing in
unpredictable ways, and the imported plantings

Anthony Marra received an MFA from the Iowa
Writers’ Workshop and was a Stegner Fellow at
Stanford University, where he now teaches as a Jones
Lecturer in Fiction. He has lived and studied in
Eastern Europe, and now resides in Oakland, CA. A
Constellation of Vital Phenomena is his first novel and
has won numerous awards.

Nominated by:
Openbare Bibliotheek Brugge, Belgium
Boston Public Library, USA

Javier Marías was born in Madrid. The recipient
of numerous prizes, he has written novels, story
collections, and works of collected articles and essays.
His books have been translated into forty-three
languages, and have sold more than seven million
copies throughout the world.

Nominated by:
Wellington City Libraries, New Zealand

For Sonja, the arrival of Akhmed and Havaa is
an unwelcome surprise. Weary and overburdened,
she has no desire to take on additional risk
and responsibility. But over the course of five
extraordinary days, Sonja’s world will shift on its
axis. A story of the transcendent power of love in
wartime, A Constellation of Vital Phenomena is a work
of sweeping breadth, profound compassion, and
lasting significance.

Translated from the Spanish by Margaret Jull Costa

Andreï Makine was born in Siberia, but writes his
novels in French. Le Testament Français was the
winner of the Prix Goncourt and the Prix Medici,
and the first novel to win both of these prestigious
awards.

Phillip Mann

Havaa watches from the woods as Russian soldiers
abduct her father in the middle of the night and then
set fire to her home. When their lifelong neighbor
Akhmed finds Havaa hiding in the forest, he makes
a decision that will forever change their lives. He will
seek refuge at the abandoned hospital where the sole
remaining doctor, Sonja Rabina, treats the wounded.

Anthony Marra
Nominated by:
Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton
County, USA
Cleveland Public Library, USA
Hartford Public Library, USA
Multnomah Public Library, Portland, USA
San Francisco Public Library, USA
In a small rural village in Chechnya, eight-year-old
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James McBride
Nominated by:
Richmond Public Library, USA
Henry Shackleford is a young slave living in the
Kansas Territory in 1857, when the region is a
battleground between anti- and pro-slavery forces.
When John Brown, the legendary abolitionist,
arrives in the area, an argument between Brown and
Henry’s master quickly turns violent. Henry is forced
to leave town—with Brown, who believes he’s a girl.
Over the ensuing months, Henry—whom Brown
nicknames Little Onion—conceals his true identity
as he struggles to stay alive. Eventually Little Onion
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finds himself with Brown at the historic raid on
Harpers Ferry in 1859—one of the great catalysts for
the Civil War.
An absorbing mixture of history and imagination,
The Good Lord Bird is both a rousing adventure and a
moving exploration of identity and survival.
James McBride is an accomplished musician and
author of the New York Times bestseller, The Color of
Water. McBride holds several honorary doctorates
and is a Distinguished Writer in Residence at New
York University. He lives in Pennsylvania and New
York.

the Second World War; her parents’ deaths; the
births and lives of Marie’s children; the changing
world of her Irish-American enclave in Brooklyn—
McDermott sketches all of it with sympathy and
insight.
Alice McDermott is the author of several previous
novels, including After This; Child of My Heart;
Charming Billy, and At Weddings and Wakes. That
Night, At Weddings and Wakes and After This were all
finalists for the Pulitzer Prize. McDermott lives with
her family outside Washington, D.C.

The Pieces We Keep

TransAtlantic
Colum McCann
Nominated by:
Halifax Public Libraries, Canada
Dublin City Public Libraries, Ireland
Waterford City & County Libraries, Ireland
Liverpool City Libraries, UK
New Hampshire State Library, Concord, USA
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, USA
In 1919 Emily Ehrlich watches as two young
airmen, Alcock and Brown, emerge from the carnage
of World War One to pilot the very first non-stop
transatlantic flight from Newfoundland to the west
of Ireland. In 1845 Frederick Douglass, a black
American slave, lands in Ireland to champion ideas
of democracy and freedom, only to find a famine
unfurling at his feet. And in 1998, Senator George
Mitchell criss-crosses the ocean in search of an
elusive Irish peace. Stitching these stories intricately
together, Colum McCann sets out to explore the
fine line between what is real and what is imagined,
and the tangled skein of connections that make up
our lives.
Colum McCann, originally from Dublin, Ireland, is
the author of six novels and two collections of stories.
His novel Let the Great World Spin won the National
Book Award, the International IMPAC Dublin
Literary Award and several other major international
awards. His fiction has been published in thirty-five
languages. He lives in New York.

Someone
Alice McDermott
Nominated by:
Veria Central Public Library, Greece
An ordinary life—its sharp pains and unexpected
joys, its bursts of clarity and moments of confusion—
lived by an ordinary woman: this is the subject of
Someone.
Our first glimpse of Marie is as a child: a girl in
glasses waiting on a Brooklyn stoop for her beloved
father to come home from work. A seemingly
innocuous encounter with a young woman named
Pegeen sets the bittersweet tone of this remarkable
novel. Marie’s first heartbreak and her eventual
marriage; her brother’s brief stint as a Catholic priest,
subsequent loss of faith, and eventual breakdown;

22

The Woman Upstairs
Claire Messud
Nominated by:
Ottawa Public Library, Canada
Cape Breton Regional Library, Sydney, Canada
Lincoln Library, Springfield, USA
Nora Eldridge is a reliable, but unremarkable, friend
and neighbor, always on the fringe of other people’s
achievements. But the arrival of the Shahid family—
dashing Skandar, a Lebanese scholar, glamorous
Sirena, an Italian artist, and their son, Reza—draws
her into a complex and exciting new world. Nora’s
happiness pushes her beyond her boundaries, until
Sirena’s careless ambition leads to a shattering
betrayal. Told with urgency, intimacy, and piercing
emotion, this New York Times bestselling novel
is the riveting confession of a woman awakened,
transformed, and abandoned by a desire for a world
beyond her own.
Claire Messud’s novels The Emperor’s Children,
When the World Was Steady and The Last Life were
named New York Times Notable Books of the Year.
She has been awarded Guggenheim and Radcliffe
Fellowships and the Strauss Living Award. She lives
in Cambridge, Massachusetts, with her husband and
children.

The Son
Philipp Meyer
Nominated by:
The State Library of South Australia, Adelaide
Miami Dade Public Library, USA

Kristina McMorris
Nominated by:
Houston Public Library, USA
Two years have done little to ease veterinarian Audra
Hughes’s grief over her husband’s untimely death.
Eager for a fresh start, Audra plans to leave Portland
for a new job in Philadelphia. Her seven-year-old
son, Jack, seems apprehensive about flying—but
it’s just the beginning of an anxiety that grows to
consume him.
As Jack’s fears continue to surface in recurring and
violent nightmares, Audra hardly recognizes the
introverted boy he has become. Desperate, she traces
snippets of information unearthed in Jack’s dreams,
leading her to Sean Malloy, a struggling US Army
veteran wounded in Afghanistan. Together they
unravel a mystery dating back to World War II, and
uncover old family secrets that still have the strength
to wound—and perhaps, at last, to heal.
Kristina McMorris is an award-winning author and
graduate of Pepperdine University. She lives in the
Pacific Northwest with her husband and two sons.
The Pieces We Keep is her third novel.

www.impacdublinaward.ie

Part epic of Texas, part classic coming-of-age story,
The Son is an utterly transporting novel that maps
the legacy of violence in the American West through
the lives of the McCulloughs, an ambitious family as
resilient and dangerous as the land they claim.
Eli McCullough is thirteen years old when
a marauding band of Comanches storms his
homestead and murders his mother and sister, taking
him captive. Brave and clever, Eli quickly adapts to
life among the Comanches, learning their ways and
language, answering to a new name, becoming the
chief ’s adopted son, and waging war against their
enemies, including white men. But when disease,
starvation, and overwhelming numbers of armed
Americans decimate the tribe, Eli finds himself
alone. Neither white nor Indian, civilized nor fully
wild, he must carve a place for himself in a world in
which he does not fully belong.
Philipp Meyer is the author of the critically lauded
novel American Rust. He is a graduate of Cornell
University and has an MFA from the University of
Texas at Austin, where he was a James Michener
Fellow. A native of Baltimore, he now lives mostly
in Texas.
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Coal Creek

part epistemological mindgame, and always a
brilliantly insightful investigation of the human soul.
Rod Val Moore has published short stories in a
variety of journals. In 1994 he won the Iowa Fiction
Award for his story collection, Igloo Among Palms. In
2013 his novel A History of Hands won the Juniper
Prize for Fiction, sponsored by the University of
Massachusetts at Amherst. He teaches English,
linguistics, and creative writing at Los Angeles Valley
College, and lives in midcity L.A.

Rebecca Muddiman was born and raised in Redcar,
UK where she still lives. She has a degree in film and
media and an MA in creative writing. She has lived
and worked in Holland and London, and travelled
across America on a Greyhound bus in 2002. She
won a Northern Writers’ Award in 2010.

In the Night of Time

The Rising of Bella Casey
Mary Morrissy
Nominated by:
Cork City Libraries, Ireland
Dublin City Public Libraries, Ireland

Alex Miller
Nominated by:
The State Library of Victoria, Melbourne,
Australia
Bobby Blue is caught between loyalty to his only
friend, Ben Tobin, and his boss, Daniel Collins, the
new constable at Mount Hay. Bobby understands the
people and the ways of Mount Hay; Collins studies
the country as an archaeologist might, bringing his
coastal values to the hinterland. Bobby says, ‘I do not
think Daniel would have understood Ben in a million
years.’ Increasingly bewildered and goaded to action
by his wife, Constable Collins takes up his shotgun
and his Webley pistol to deal with Ben. Bobby’s love
for Collins’ wilful young daughter Irie is exposed,
leading to tragic consequences for them all.
Miller’s exquisite depictions of the country of the
Queensland highlands form the background of
this simply told but deeply significant novel of
friendship, love, loyalty and the tragic consequences
of misunderstanding and mistrust.
Alex Miller is twice winner of Australia’s premier
literary prize, The Miles Franklin Literary Award,
first in 1993 for The Ancestor Game and again
in 2003 for Journey to the Stone Country. He is
published internationally and widely in translation
and is a Fellow of the Australian Academy of the
Humanities.

Brittle Star
Rod Val Moore

Nominated by:
Hartford Public Library, USA
In this sly and hypnotically gripping story of exiles
on a distant planet where nothing is what it seems,
Rod Val Moore shows us our own imagination
as both wonderland and prison cell. This is
Huxley’s Brave New World as it might have been
reinvented by Italo Calvino: part dystopic allegory,

Bella is a clever girl who trains as a school teacher,
determined to escape the limitations of her genteel
impoverishment. But when the manager of her
school, the Rev Archibald Leeper, a married
clergyman, develops a morbid attachment to her,
he places Bella in an untenable position; her only
escape is to seduce a young army corporal, Nicholas
Beaver, to hide the fact that her reputation has been
ruined by the clergyman. She marries Nicholas and
they have five children. When Nicholas dies at the
age of 40 from syphilis, Bella realizes belatedly that
she is not the only one who has been keeping sexual
secrets.
Bella Casey was the sister of the playwright, Sean
O’Casey. Tellingly, though, her brother chose to kill
her off prematurely in his autobiography – at least 10
years before her actual demise.
Mary Morrissy has published two novels, Mother of
Pearl (shortlisted for the Whitbread Prize) and The
Pretender and a collection of short stories, A Lazy
Eye. She is a winner of the prestigious US Lannan
Prize and the Hennessy Award for short fiction.

Stolen
Rebecca Muddiman
Nominated by:
Newcastle City Library, UK
When Abby Henshaw’s car is run off the road
and she is brutally attacked by two strangers, her
first thought is for the safety of her baby daughter,
Beth, who is on the backseat. But what follows is a
mother’s worst nightmare: Beth is gone.
As DI Michael Gardner begins to investigate Abby
and her family, he discovers that their relationships
are built on secrets and betrayals. Under pressure to
find the missing child, he finds himself struggling
to stay emotionally removed from the case and from
Abby herself. Beth is not found and the case turns
cold.
Years later another child goes missing and Gardner is
drawn back into contact with Abby who is convinced
that her daughter is still alive…

www.impacdublinaward.ie

Antonio Muñoz Molina

Translated from the Spanish by Edith Grossman
Nominated by:
Wojewódzka Biblioteka Publiczna im. Marszalka
Józefa Pilsudskiego, Lódz, Poland
Lisbon Central Library, Portugal
Bibliothèques Municipales, Genéve, Switzerland
October 1936. Spanish architect Ignacio Abel
arrives at Penn Station, the final stop on his
journey from war-torn Madrid, where he has left
behind his wife and children, abandoning them to
uncertainty. Crossing the fragile borders of Europe,
he reflects on months of fratricidal conflict in his
embattled country, his own transformation from a
bricklayer’s son to a respected bourgeois husband and
professional, and the all-consuming love affair with
an American woman that forever alters his life.
Winner of the 2012 Prix Méditerranée Étranger
and hailed as a masterpiece, In the Night of Time is
a sweeping, grand novel and an indelible portrait of
a shattered society, written by one of Spain’s most
important contemporary novelists.
Antonio Muñoz Molina is the author of more
than a dozen novels, among them Sepharad, A
Manuscript of Ashes, and In Her Absence. He has also
been awarded the Jerusalem Prize and the Príncipe
de Asturias Prize, among many others. He lives in
Madrid and New York City.
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The Banner of the Passing Clouds
Anthea Nicholson

Nominated by:
Tampere City Library, Finland
The extraordinary narrator of The Banner of the
Passing Clouds is born on the day Stalin dies and is
given his name- Iosif Dzhugashvili -by a hospital
official. He becomes convinced that Stalin has found
a new dwelling place within his chest, a burden he
both welcomes and fears.
In Iosif, Anthea Nicholson has created a unique and
intriguing character: a victim of the Soviet Georgian
regime which infiltrates his inner life, who is also
complicit in its ideology and practices. Only when
Iosif unwittingly destroys his family’s happiness is he
forced to question his convictions and begin on the
path to redemption.
Anthea Nicholson is a writer and visual artist who
lives between England and Tbilisi in Georgia. She
gained an MA with distinction in creative writing at
Bath Spa University. The Banner of the Passing Clouds
is her first novel.

gardens are filled with aphids, water comes from a
standpipe, and Robert Riordan tells his wife Gretta
that he’s going round the corner to buy a newspaper.
He doesn’t come back. The search for Robert brings
Gretta’s children - two estranged sisters and a
brother on the brink of divorce - back home, each
with different ideas as to where their father might
have gone. None of them suspects that their mother
might have an explanation that even now she cannot
share.
Maggie O’Farrell’s sixth book is the work of an
outstanding novelist at the height of her powers.
Maggie O`Farrell is the author of five novels, After
You’d Gone, My Lover’s Lover, The Distance Between
Us, which won a Somerset Maugham Award, The
Vanishing Act of Esme Lennox, and The Hand That
First Held Mine, which won the 2010 Costa Novel
Award. She lives in Edinburgh.

A Tale for the Time Being

Translated from the French by Alison Anderson
Nominated by:
Gradska knjižnica Rijeka, Croatia
One morning, the heroine of this book, a wellknown author named Amélie Nothomb, receives a
letter from one of her readers - an American soldier
stationed in Iraq by the name of Melvin Mapple.
Horrified by the endless violence around him,
Melvin takes comfort in over-eating. He eats and
eats until his fat starts to suffocate him and he can
barely fit into his XXXXL clothes. Disgusted with
himself, but unable to control his eating, he takes
his mind off his ever-growing bulk by naming it
Scheherazade and pretending that his own flesh will
keep an increasingly intolerable loneliness at bay.

Instructions for a Heatwave
Maggie O’Farrell

Nominated by:
Galway County Library, Ireland
It’s July 1976. In London, it hasn’t rained for months,
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Ruth Ozeki is an award-winning novelist and
filmmaker. She is the author of My Year of Meats
and All Over Creation. Ozeki was born and raised in
Connecticut, by an American father and Japanese
mother. She divides her time between British
Columbia and New York.

The Story of My Purity
Francesco Pacifico

Translated from the Italian by Stephen Twilley

Thirty years old, growing flabby in a sexless marriage,
Piero Rosini has decided to dedicate his life to Jesus.
He’s renounced the novels and American music that
were filling his head with bullshit and he’s moved out
of his fancy bourgeois neighbourhood. Now that he
and his wife have settled into an unﬁnished housing
development, he’ll be able to really concentrate on
his job at an ultraconservative Catholic publishing
house, editing books that highlight the decadence
and degradation of modern society, including one
claiming that Pope John Paul II was secretly Jewish.
But Piero is suffocating. He worries that The Jewish
Pope might be taking things too far. He can’t get his
beautiful sister-in-law out of his head. Temptations
are breaking down his religious resolve. He decides
to flee to Paris, which turns out not to be the best
way of guarding his purity.

Amélie Nothomb

Amélie Nothomb was born in Japan of Belgian
parents. Since her debut on the French literary scene
a little more than a decade ago, she has published
a novel a year, every year. Her books have been
translated into over fifteen different languages and
been awarded numerous prizes.

A Tale for the Time Being is an extraordinary novel
about our shared humanity and the search for home.

Nominated by:
Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di Roma, Italy

Life Form

Repulsed but also fascinated, Nothomb begins an
exchange with Mapple. An epistolary friendship
of sorts develops, one that delves into universal
questions about human relationships, one with an
unexpected (to say the least!) final twist.

In a small cafe in Tokyo, sixteen-year-old Nao
Yasutani is navigating the challenges thrown up
by modern life. In the face of cyberbullying, the
mysteries of a 104-year-old Buddhist nun and
great-grandmother, and the joy and heartbreak of
family, Nao is trying to find her own place - and
voice - through a diary she hopes will find a reader
and friend who finally understands her.

Ruth Ozeki
Nominated by:
Winnipeg Public Libraries, Canada
Cork City Libraries, Ireland
Stichting Bibliotheek Rotterdam, The
Netherlands
Pikes Peak Library District, Colorado Springs,
USA
New Hampshire State Library, Concord, USA
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, USA
San Francisco Public Library, USA
Ruth discovers a Hello Kitty lunchbox washed up on
the shore of her beach home. Within it lies a diary
that expresses the hopes and dreams of a young girl.
She suspects it might have arrived on a drift of debris
from the 2011 tsunami. With every turn of the page,
she is sucked deeper into an enchanting mystery.
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Francesco Pacifico has written for a number of
Italian publications, as well as for Rolling Stone and
GQ, and has translated the works of Henry Miller,
Allen Ginsberg, Dave Eggers, Will Eisner, and more.
He lives in Rome.

The Collector of Lost Things
Jeremy Page
Nominated by:
Tampere City Library, Finland
Stichting Bibliotheek Rotterdam, The
Netherlands
The year is 1845 and young researcher Eliot Saxby
is paid to go on an expedition to the Arctic in the
hope of finding remains of the by now extinct Great
Auk. He joins a regular hunting ship, but the crew
and the passengers are not what they seem. Caught
in the web of relationships on board, Eliot struggles
to understand the motivations of the sociopathic,
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embroidery-loving Captain Sykes, the silent First
Mate French, the flamboyant laudanum-addicted
Bletchley and, most importantly of all, Bletchley’s
beautiful but strange ‘cousin’ Clara. As the ship
moves further and further into the wilds of the
Arctic sea, Eliot clings to what he believes in,
desperate to save Clara but drawn irrevocably back
into the past that haunts him.
Jeremy Page grew up in North Norfolk and has
worked as a script editor and writer for FilmFour
and the BBC, in addition to teaching on the
Creative Writing MA at UEA. He lives in London
with his wife and three children. He has published
two previous novels, Salt and The Wake.

The Mussolini Canal

where he was born in 1950. His first novel Il
Fasciocommunista won the Premio Napoli and was
turned into a major feature film. The Mussolini Canal
won The Strega Prize and has been one of the most
successful literary novels published in Italy in recent
years.

A Crack in the Wall

Night Film

Pablo Simó’s life is a mess. His career as an architect
is at a dead-end; reduced to designing soulless office
buildings desecrating the heart of Buenos Aires. His
marriage seems to be one endless argument with
his wife over the theatrics of their rebellious teenage
daughter. To complicate matters, Pablo has long been
attracted to sexy office secretary Marta Horvat, who
is probably having an affair with his boss. Everything
changes with the unexpected appearance of Leonor,
a beautiful young woman who brings to light a crime
that happened years before, a crime that everyone in
the office wants forgotten, at all costs.

Marisha Pessl

Nominated by:
Deichmanske Bibliotek, Oslo, Norway
On a damp October night, beautiful young Ashley
Cordova is found dead in an abandoned warehouse
in lower Manhattan. Though her death is ruled
a suicide, veteran investigative journalist Scott
McGrath suspects otherwise. As he probes the
strange circumstances surrounding Ashley’s life and
death, McGrath comes face-to-face with the legacy
of her father: the legendary, reclusive cult-horrorfilm director Stanislas Cordova—a man who hasn’t
been seen in public for more than thirty years.
For McGrath, another death connected to this
seemingly cursed family dynasty seems more than
just a coincidence. Driven by revenge, curiosity, and
a need for the truth, McGrath, with the aid of two
strangers, is drawn deeper and deeper into Cordova’s
eerie, hypnotic world.
Marisha Pessl grew up in Asheville, North Carolina,
and now lives in New York City. Her debut novel,
Special Topics in Calamity Physics, was selected as one
of the 10 Best Books of the Year by The New York
Times Book Review.

Claudia Piñeiro

Translated from the Spanish by Miranda France
Nominated by:
Biblioteca Daniel Cosío Villegas, El Colegio de
México, A.C., Mexico City

Piñeiro once again demonstrates her capacity to
reveal the things hidden behind the facades of our
existence; human relationships based on habit and
cowardice, rather than love; on excessive ambition
and personal gain, rather than morality.
Claudia Piñeiro was a journalist and playwright but
is now fully dedicated to fiction. She is Argentina’s
bestselling crime writer.

Bleeding Edge

The Storyteller
Jodi Picoult

Nominated by:
The Capital Library of China, Beijing

Antonio Pennacchi

Translated from the Italian by Judith Landry
Nominated by:
Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale Firenze, Italy
The Mussolini Canal spans 100 years of Italian
history as seen through the lives of a peasant family,
the Peruzzi, from the Veneto, who were among
30,000 peasants from Northern Italy sent down to
farm the recently drained Pontine Marshes outside
Rome in the 1930s. The book immediately brings to
mind Verga’s I Malavoglia, one of the great landmarks
of Italian literature, and what Verga achieves for the
19th-century Sicilian fishermen Pennacchi achieves
for the 20th-century northern farm workers.
Mussolini and the fascists were popular, although
the failings of fascism emerge loud and clear.
Contemporary events flash through the book and
the hardship and misery of earlier periods are also
seen against the background of modern prosperity.

Sage Singer is a baker. She works through the night,
preparing the day’s breads and pastries, trying to
escape a reality of loneliness, bad memories, and the
shadow of her mother’s death. When Josef Weber,
an elderly man in Sage’s grief support group, begins
stopping by the bakery, they strike up an unlikely
friendship.
Everything changes on the day that Josef confesses
a long-buried and shameful secret and asks Sage
for an extraordinary favor. If she says yes, she faces
not only moral repercussions, but potentially legal
ones as well. With the integrity of the closest friend
she’s ever had clouded, Sage begins to question the
assumptions and expectations she’s made about her
life and her family.
Jodi Picoult is the author of twenty-one novels,
including the New York Times bestsellers House
Rules, Handle With Care, Change of Heart, and My
Sister’s Keeper. She lives in New Hampshire with her
husband and three children.

Thomas Pynchon

Nominated by:
Bibliothèque Municipale de Mulhouse, France
Biblioteca Vila de Gràcia, Biblioteques de
Barcelona, Spain
2001. New York City. Fraud investigator Maxine
Tarnow is on the case of billionaire geek CEO
Gabriel Ice.
Standing in her way is an array of bloggers, hackers,
code monkeys and entrepreneurs, some of whom

Antonio Pennacchi lives in Latina outside Rome,
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begin to show up mysteriously dead. Not to
mention a drug runner in an art deco motorboat, a
professional nose obsessed with Hitler’s aftershave
and a neoliberal enforcer with footwear issues.
Will perpetrators be revealed, forget about brought
to justice? Will Maxine have to take the handgun
out of her purse? Will accounts secular and karmic
be brought into balance?
Thomas Pynchon is the author of V., The Crying of
Lot 49, Gravity’s Rainbow, Slow Learner, a collection
of short stories, Vineland, Mason and Dixon, Against
the Day, Inherent Vice and, most recently, Bleeding
Edge. He received the National Book Award for
Gravity’s Rainbow in 1974.

Love Letters of the Angels of Death

Howard O’Hagan Award. Her poetry, short fiction
and essays have been published in The Globe and
Mail, National Post, Macleans and Today’s Parent.

In Times of Fading Light

The Victoria System
Éric Reinhardt

Translated from the French by Sam Taylor
Nominated by:
Bibliothèque de la Part-Dieu, Lyon, France
David Kolski never sleeps with the same woman
twice - apart from his wife. Then he meets Victoria.
Head of people at a multinational company, by day
she is a ruthless executive in a lightning-paced, highpressured whirlwind of power and productivity. By
night she likes good wine, luxurious hotel rooms, and
abandoning herself to her sexual fantasies.
David is soon addicted. He takes new vigour and
inspiration from his hard-headed capitalist lover. He
works harder, faster and better, and then escapes to
indulge in the most intense sexual passion he’s ever
experienced.
But when Victoria offers to use her position to help
him in his career, a dark shadow falls over their affair.
Is she really capable of helping anyone other than
herself, or is she hiding something from him? And
who are the two men in the Audi he keeps seeing,
always a few cars behind him?
Born in 1965, Éric Reinhardt is the author of
four previous novels and a freelance publisher of
art books. He lives and works in Paris. The Victoria
System is his first novel to be translated into English.

Sparta
Roxana Robinson

Nominated by:
San Diego Public Library, USA

Jennifer Quist

Nominated by:
Edmonton Public Library, Canada
Love Letters of the Angels of Death begins as a young
couple discover the remains of his mother in his
mobile home. The rest of the family fall back,
leaving them to cope with the messy, unexpected
death. By the time the burial is over, they
understand this will always be their role: to liaise
with death on behalf of people they love. They are
living angels of death. All the major events in their
lives are viewed from this ambivalent angle.
In this shadowy place, their lives unfold: fleeting
moments, ordinary occasions, yet on the brink of
other-worldliness. In spare, heart-stopping prose,
the transient joys, fears, hopes and heartbreaks
of love, marriage and parenthood are revealed
through the lens of the eternal, unfolding within
the course of natural life.
Jennifer Quist is a novelist, poet, columnist and
short fiction writer. Her short fiction Fish Story
was nominated for the Writer’s Guild of Alberta’s
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Conrad has just returned home to Katonah, New
York, after four years in Iraq, and he’s beginning to
learn that something has changed in his landscape.
As he attempts to reconnect with his family and
his girlfriend and to find his footing in the civilian
world, he learns how hard it is to return to the
people and places he used to love. His life becomes
increasingly difficult to negotiate: he can’t imagine
his future, can’t recover his past, and can’t bring
himself to occupy his present. As weeks turn into
months, Conrad feels himself trapped in a life that’s
constrictive and incomprehensible, and he fears that
his growing rage will have irreparable consequences.
Suspenseful, compassionate, and perceptive, Sparta
captures the nuances of the unique estrangement
that modern soldiers face as they attempt to rejoin
the society they’ve fought for.
Roxana Robinson is the author of four
previous novels, three collections of short stories, and
the biography Georgia O’Keeffe: A Life. Her work has
appeared in The Atlantic, The New Yorker, Harper’s
Magazine, The Washington Post, The Wall Street
Journal, More, and Vogue, among other publications.
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Eugen Ruge

Translated from the German by Anthea Bell
Nominated by:
Zentral- u. Landesbibliothek Berlin, Germany
Stadtbibliothek Bremen, Germany
Stadtbüchereien Düsseldorf, Germany
Stadtbücherei Frankfurt am Main, Germany
Katona József Library of Bács-Kiskun County,
Kecskemét, Hungary
Dublin City Public Libraries, Ireland
In Times of Fading Light begins in 2001 as Alexander
Umnitzer, who has just been diagnosed with
terminal cancer, leaves behind his ailing father to fly
to Mexico, where his grandparents lived as exiles in
the 1940s.
The novel then takes us both forward and back
in time, creating a panoramic view of the family’s
history: from Alexander’s grandparents’ return to
the GDR to build the socialist state, to his father’s
decade spent in a Gulag for criticising the Soviet
regime, to his son’s desire to leave the political
struggles of the twentieth century in the past.
With wisdom, humour and great empathy, and
drawing on his own family history, Eugen Ruge
majestically traces the stories of both this particular
family and the GDR, while exploring the tragic
intertwining of politics, love and family under the
East German regime.
Eugen Ruge was born in the Urals and studied
mathematics in Berlin. Since 1989 he has been
writing and translating for theatres and broadcasters,
and periodically teaches at the Berlin University of
the Arts. In Times of Fading Light is his first novel
and won the 2011 German Book Prize.
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Paris

Orkney

Edward Rutherfurd

Amy Sackville

Nominated by:
Biblioteca Nazionale di Napoli, Italy

Nominated by:
Tampere City Library, Finland

In this breathtaking saga of love, war, art, and
intrigue, Rutherfurd has set his sights on the most
magnificent city in the world: Paris.

On a remote island in Orkney, a curiously matched
couple arrive on their honeymoon. He is an eminent
literature professor; she was his pale, enigmatic
star pupil. Alone beneath the shifting skies of this
untethered landscape, the professor realises how
little he knows about his new bride and yet, as the
days go by and his mind turns obsessively upon the
creature who has so beguiled him, she seems to slip
ever further from his yearning grasp. Where does
she come from? Why did she ask him to bring her
north? What is it that constantly draws her to the
sea?

Moving back and forth in time across centuries,
the story unfolds through intimate and vivid tales
of self-discovery, divided loyalties , passion, and
long-kept secrets of characters both fictional and
real, all set against the backdrop of the glorious
city—from the building of Notre Dame to the
dangerous machinations of Cardinal Richlieu; from
the glittering court of Versailles to the violence of the
French Revolution and the Paris Commune; from
the hedonism of the Belle Époque, the heyday of
the impressionists, to the tragedy of the First World
War; from the 1920s when the writers of the Lost
Generation could be found drinking at Les Deux
Magots to the Nazi occupation, the heroic efforts of
the French Resistance, and the 1968 student revolt.
Edward Rutherfurd is the internationally bestselling
author of seven novels, including the New York Times
bestsellers New York, London, The Princes of Ireland,
and The Rebels of Ireland.

The Thing About December
Donal Ryan
Nominated by:
Limerick City Library, Ireland
‘He heard Daddy one time saying he was a grand quiet
boy to Mother when he thought Johnsey couldn’t hear
them talking. Mother must have been giving out about
him being a gom and Daddy was defending him. He
heard the fondness in Daddy’s voice. But you’d have
fondness for an auld eejit of a crossbred pup that should
have been drowned at birth.’
While the Celtic Tiger rages, and greed becomes
the norm, Johnsey Cunliffe desperately tries to hold
on to the familiar, even as he loses those who all his
life have protected him from a harsh world. Village
bullies and scheming land-grabbers stand in his way,
no matter where he turns.
Set over the course of one year of Johnsey’s life,
The Thing About December breathes with his grief,
bewilderment, humour and agonising self-doubt.
This is a heart-twisting tale of a lonely man
struggling to make sense of a world moving faster
than he is.
Donal Ryan’s debut novel, The Spinning Heart, was
published to major acclaim; it won the Guardian
First Book Award in 2013 and the Book of the Year
at the Irish Book Awards in 2012, and was longlisted
for the Man Booker Prize in 2013. Originally from
Tipperary, he lives with his family just outside
Limerick City.

Amy Sackville studied English and Theatre Studies
at Leeds, and went on to an MPhil in English at
Exeter College, Oxford. She completed the MA
in Creative & Life Writing at Goldsmiths. She is
the author of The Still Point which won the John
Llewellyn Rhys award and was longlisted for the
Orange Prize.

Ghana Must Go
Taiye Selasi
Nominated by:
Openbare Bibliotheek Brugge, Belgium
Zentral- u. Landesbibliothek Berlin, Germany
Stadtbüchereien Düsseldorf, Germany
Cape Town Central Library, South Africa
The Library of Birmingham, United Kingdom
This is the story of a family - of the simple,
devastating ways in which families tear themselves
apart, and of the incredible lengths to which a family
will go to put itself back together.
It is the story of the Sais family, whose good life
crumbles in an evening; a Ghanaian father, Kwaku
Sai, who becomes a highly respected surgeon in the
US only to be disillusioned by a grotesque injustice;
his Nigerian wife, Fola, the beautiful homemaker
abandoned in his wake; their eldest son, Olu,
determined to reconstruct the life his father should
have had; their twins, seductive Taiwo and acclaimed
artist Kehinde, both brilliant but scarred and flailing;
their youngest, Sadie, jealously in love with her
celebrity best friend. All of them sent reeling on
their disparate paths into the world. Until, one day,
tragedy spins the Sais in a new direction.

The Light and the Dark

Mikhail Shishkin

Translated from the Russian by Andrew Bromfield
Nominated by:
Leipziger Stadtische Bibliotheken, Germany
Fate sends two star-crossed lovers, Sasha and
Volodenka, on two separate journeys across space
and time.
Sasha finds herself as a young woman in a time not
far from the present day. Volodenka finds himself as
a young soldier in a horrific conflict at the turn of the
twentieth century. Yet, despite their cosmic schism,
their letters still reach one another; as he helps her to
come to terms with life, and she helps him to come
to terms with death.
Half male, half female; half exploration of the
physical and the immediate, half meditation on the
intangible and the infinite, The Light and the Dark
is a literary feat as balanced and beautiful as it is
prodigious and profound.
Born in 1961 in Moscow, Mikhail Shishkin is one
of the most prominent names in contemporary
Russian literature, and is the only author to have won
all three major Russian Literary Prizes: the Russian
Booker Prize, the National Bestseller Prize and the
Bolshaya Kniga (Big Book) prize. He divides his
time between Moscow, Switzerland and Germany.

Taiye Selasi was born in London and raised in
Massachusetts. She holds a B.A. in American
Studies from Yale and an M.Phil. in International
Relations from Oxford. The Sex Lives of African Girls,
Selasi’s fiction debut, appeared in Best American
Short Stories 2012. She lives in Rome.
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The Rosie Project

The Days of the Rainbow

Graeme Simsion

Jón Kalman Stefánsson

Translated from the Icelandic by Philip Roughton

Nominated by:
Stadt Bibliothek Salzburg, Austria
Stadtbücherei Frankfurt am Main, Germany
Limerick City Library, Dublin

Nominated by:
Openbare Bibliotheek Brugge, Belgium
Borgarbókasafn Reykjavíkur, Iceland

The Rosie Project is a story about love, life and lobster
every Tuesday...

It is three weeks since the boy came to town,
carrying a book of poetry to return to the old sea
captain – the poetry that did for his friend Bárður.
Three weeks, but already Bárður’s ghost has faded.
Snow falls so heavily that it binds heaven and earth
together.

Meet Don Tillman.
Don is getting married. He just doesn’t know who to
yet. But he has designed a very detailed questionnaire
to help him find the perfect woman. One thing
he already knows, though, is that it’s not Rosie.
Absolutely, completely, definitely not.

As the villagers gather in the inn to drink schnapps
and coffee while the boy reads to them from
Shakespeare’s Hamlet, Jens the postman stumbles
in half dead, having almost frozen to his horse.
On his next journey to the wide open fjords he is
accompanied by the boy, and both must risk their
lives for each other, and for an unusual item of mail.

Sometimes, though, you don’t find love: love finds
you...
With the charm of Mark Haddon’s The Curious
Incident of the Dog in the Night- Time and the
romance of David Nicholls’ One Day, The Rosie
Project by Graeme Simsion is both funny and
endearing.
Graeme Simsion is a full-time writer. Previously an
IT consultant and educator, he wrote his first book
in 1994 (the standard reference on data modelling,
now entering its fourth edition), and taught at four
Australian universities. He is married to Anne, a
professor of psychiatry who writes erotic fiction. They
have two children.

Like It Happened Yesterday
Ravinder Singh

Nominated by:
India International Centre Library, New Delhi
Has anyone ever asked you—What were the best
days of your life?
When I opened my eyes, it seems Like it Happened
Yesterday! Like it was yesterday that I broke my first
tooth and fell in love for the first time. Like it was
yesterday, when I was about to lose my friend, and
suddenly he became my best friend.
I look back and it becomes a journey full of
adventure. It makes me laugh, it makes me cry and I
know I’m here because I was . . .
Come, hold my hand, and take this trip with me. It
will be yesterday for you, once again!
Ravinder Singh is the bestselling author of I Too
Had a Love Story and Can Love Happen Twice?.
Like It Happened Yesterday is his third book. He is
currently based in New Delhi. He is an MBA from
the renowned Indian School of Business.

28

The Sorrow of Angels

The Sorrow of Angels is a timeless literary masterpiece;

Antonio Skármeta

Translated from the Spanish by Mery Botbol
Nominated by:
Biblioteca Daniel Cosío Villegas, El Colegio de
México, A.C., Mexico City
Nico, the son of a noted Chilean philosophy
professor, witnesses his father’s arrest while he is
teaching a class. Bettini, the father of Nico’s best
friend, is a leftist advertising executive who has been
blacklisted and is out of work after having been
imprisoned and tortured by Pinochet’s police. This
doesn’t stop the ministry of the interior from asking
Bettini, who is the best in the business, to come up
with a plan for the upcoming referendum designed
to say “yes” to Pinochet’s next term. But just hours
after he has been approached by the right, the head
of the opposition makes him the exact same offer.
What is Bettini going to do? Put his life on the line
or sacrifice his political convictions?
A vivacious tale that examines how advertising and
politics came together during the Pinochet regime.
Antonio Skármeta is a Chilean author who
wrote the novel that inspired the 1994 Academy
Award-winning movie, Il Postino: The Postman. His
fiction has received dozens of awards and has been
translated into nearly thirty languages.
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in extraordinarily powerful language it brings the
struggle between man and nature tangibly to life.

Jón Kalman Stefánsson was born in Reykjavik in
1963. His novels have been nominated three times
for the Nordic Council Prize for Literature and
his novel Summer Light and Then Comes the Night
received the Icelandic Prize for Literature in 2005.

Death of the Black-Haired Girl
Robert Stone

Nominated by:
Free Library of Philadelphia, USA
At an elite college in a once-decaying New England
city, Steven Brookman has come to a decision. A
brilliant but careless professor, he has determined
that for the sake of his marriage, and his soul, he
must end his relationship with Maud Stack, his
electrifying student, whose papers are always late yet
always incandescent. But Maud is a young woman
whose passions are not easily curtailed, and their
union will quickly yield tragic and far-reaching
consequences.
Death of the Black-Haired Girl is an irresistible tale
of infidelity, accountability, the allure of youth, the
promise of absolution, and the notion that madness
is everywhere, in plain sight.
Robert Stone is the acclaimed author of seven
novels and two story collections, including Dog
Soldiers, winner of the National Book Award, and
Bear and His Daughter, a finalist for the Pulitzer
Prize. His memoir, Prime Green, was published in
2006.
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Voices from Chernobyl

The Burgess Boys
Elizabeth Strout
Nominated by:
Tulsa City-County Library, USA
Haunted by the freak accident that killed their father
when they were children, Jim and Bob Burgess
escaped from their Maine hometown of Shirley
Falls for New York City as soon as they possibly
could. Jim, a sleek, successful corporate lawyer, has
belittled his bighearted brother their whole lives,
and Bob, a Legal Aid attorney who idolizes Jim, has
always taken it in his stride. But their long-standing
dynamic is upended when their sister, Susan—the
Burgess sibling who stayed behind—urgently calls
them home. Her lonely teenage son, Zach, has
gotten himself into a world of trouble, and Susan
desperately needs their help. And so the Burgess
brothers return to the landscape of their childhood,
where the long-buried tensions that have shaped
and shadowed their relationship begin to surface in
unexpected ways that will change them forever.

Ingrid Storholmen

Translated from the Norwegian by
Marietta Taralrud Maddrell
Nominated by:
Deichmanske Bibliotek, Oslo, Norway
Chernobyl, 26 April 1986. Things were ruined
overnight in that quiet town of Ukraine. An
experiment to produce electricity from the residual
energy in the steam generator of Reactor Four at
the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Station went horribly
wrong, bringing on an explosion that blew away the
reactor’s roof and set afire the graphite in its core.
The blaze lasted several days, casting huge quantities
of radioactivity a thousand metres up into the
atmosphere. And it was a long time before the local
people were evacuated.
This is the story of what came after. What happened
to the people of Chernobyl? How did innocuous
atoms – which make all things, even us – connive
to unleash destruction so vicious that there was
little left to be salvaged? Told in the voices of many
victims, this elegiac novel recounts how their bodies,
lives and loves, realities and memories were distorted
forever, and how the very air around them was
irrevocably changed.
Ingrid Storholmen originally comes from Verdal in
Norway, an area affected by the radioactive rain from
Chernobyl. In 2002 she spent two months in the
forbidden zone and the condemned areas of Ukraine
and Belarus. This is her first novel, following three
critically acclaimed collections of poetry.

Elizabeth Strout is the author of the New York
Times bestseller Olive Kitteridge, for which she was
awarded the Pulitzer Prize; the national bestseller
Abide with Me; and Amy and Isabelle, winner of the
Los Angeles Times Art Seidenbaum Award and the
Chicago Tribune Heartland Prize. She lives in Maine
and New York City.

The Goldfinch
Donna Tartt
Nominated by:
Stadt Bibliothek Salzburg, Austria
Muntpunt, Brussels, Belgium
Toronto Public Library, Canada
Bibliothèque Municipale de Mulhouse, France
Stadtbüchereien Düsseldorf, Germany
Bibliotheken der Stadt Mainz, Germany
Münchner Stadtbibliothek, Munich, Germany
Christchurch City Libraries, New Zealand
Timaru District Libraries, New Zealand
Public Library of Cincinnati & Hamilton County,
USA
New Hampshire State Library, USA
Denver Public Library, USA
Jacksonville Public Library, USA
Kansas City Public Library, USA
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, USA
San Diego Public Library, USA
San Francisco Public Library, USA
Lincoln Library, USA
Tulsa City-County Library, USA
Aged thirteen, Theo Decker, son of a devoted mother
and a reckless, largely absent father, survives an
accident that otherwise tears his life apart. Alone
and rudderless in New York, he is taken in by the
family of a wealthy friend. He is tormented by an
unbearable longing for his mother, and down the
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years clings to the thing that most reminds him
of her: a small, strangely captivating painting that
ultimately draws him into the criminal underworld.
As he grows up, Theo learns to glide between the
drawing rooms of the rich and the dusty antiques
store where he works. He is alienated and in love
- and his talisman, the painting, places him at the
centre of a narrowing, ever more dangerous circle.
Donna Tartt was born in Greenwood, Mississippi,
and is a graduate of Bennington College. She is
the author of the novels The Secret History and The
Little Friend, which have been translated into thirty
languages.

The Violent Century
Lavie Tidhar

Nominated by:
Stockholm Public Library, Sweden
They’d never meant to be heroes.
For seventy years they guarded the British Empire.
Oblivion and Fogg, inseparable friends, bound
together by a shared fate. Until one night in Berlin,
in the aftermath of the Second World War, and a
secret that tore them apart.
But there must always be an account... and the past
has a habit of catching up to the present.
Now, recalled to the Retirement Bureau from which
no one can retire, Fogg and Oblivion must face up to
a past of terrible war and unacknowledged heroism,
- a life of dusty corridors and secret rooms, of furtive
meetings and blood-stained fields - to answer one
last, impossible question: What makes a hero?
Lavie Tidhar is the World Fantasy Award winning
author of Osama, The Bookman Histories trilogy and
many other works. He grew up on a kibbutz in Israel
and in South Africa and currently resides in London.

John Solomon and the Fifth Island
Samuill Tiew

Translated from the Malay by Szakif Enterprize
Nominated by:
The National Library of Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur
Orphaned as an infant, John Solomon knew only
tragedy and despair throughout his young life.
However, he was no ordinary boy.
Plagued by recurrent visions and vivid dreams of a
great Phoenix rising from the ashes, an incidental
finding at his part-time job seemed to hold the key.
From his humble beginnings to the mysterious Fifth
Island, his journey through a land of angels, weregradons and mystical creatures of all shapes and sizes
began.
On the Fifth Island, John Solomon would soon
confront his mysterious origins and realise his true
destiny!
Samuill Tiew, is a Malaysian Chinese writer. From
his passion and deep interest in the international
entertainment industry, his first fantasy fictional
novel was born.
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The Devil’s Workshop
Jáchym Topol

Translated from the Czech by Alex Zucker
Nominated by:
Regional Library of Karviná, Karviná Miserov,
Czech Republic
Municipal Library Třinec, Czech Republic
A young boy grows up in Terezín - an infamous
fortress town with a sinister past. Together with his
friends he plays happily in this former Nazi prison,
scouting the tunnels for fragments of history under
the careful eye of one of its survivors, Uncle Lebo,
until one day there is an accident, and he is forced
to leave.
Returning to Terezín many years later, he joins
Lebo’s campaign to preserve the town, but before
long the authorities impose a brutal crack-down,
chaos ensues, and the narrator finds himself fleeing
to Belarus, where fresh horrors drive him ever closer
to the evils he had hoped to escape.
Jáchym Topol is the leading Czech author of his
generation. His novels include Gargling with Tar, The
Devil’s Workshop and most recently Nightworks.

Barracuda

A searing and provocative novel by the acclaimed
author of the international bestseller The Slap,
Barracuda is an unflinching look at modern
Australia, at our hopes and dreams, our friendships,
and our families. It is about class and sport and
politics and migration and education. It contains
everything a person is: family and friendship and
love and work, the identities we inhabit and discard,
the means by which we fill the holes at our centre.
Christos Tsiolkas is the author of four novels:
Loaded, The Jesus Man, Dead Europe and The
Slap which won Overall Best Book in the
Commonwealth Writers’ Prize 2009, was shortlisted
for the 2009 Miles Franklin Literary Award,
longlisted for the 2010 Man Booker Prize and won
the Australian Literary Society Gold Medal. He lives
in Melbourne.

Plan D
Simon Urban

Translated from the German by Katy Derbyshire
Nominated by:
Zentral- u. Landesbibliothek Berlin, Germany

Adriaan van Dis

October 2011. While West Berlin enjoys all the
trappings of capitalism, on the crowded, polluted,
Eastern side of the Wall, the GDR is facing
bankruptcy. The ailing government’s only hope lies
in economic talks with the West, but then an ally of
the GDR’s chairman is found murdered – and all
the clues suggest that his killer came from within
the Stasi.

Nominated by:
Openbare Bibliotheek Amsterdam, The
Netherlands
De Bibliotheek Eindhoven, The Netherlands
Stichting Bibliotheek Rotterdam, The
Netherlands
The Libraries of the Hague, The Netherlands
De Bibliotheek Utrecht, The Netherlands

Detective Martin Wegener is assigned to the case,
but, with the future of East Germany hanging over
him, Wegener must work with the West German
police if he is to find the killer, even if it means
investigating the Stasi themselves. It is a journey that
will take him from Stasi meeting rooms to secret
prisons as he begins to unravel the identity of both
victim and killer, and the meaning of the mysterious
Plan D.
Simon Urban was born in Hagen in 1975. He
studied German literature at the University of
Munster, and creative writing at the Deutsches
Literaturinstitut in Leipzig, and his short stories
have earned him numerous prizes.

Christos Tsiolkas

Translated from the Dutch by Ina Rilke

Mulder, a Dutchman, returns at last to South Africa,
his memories scattered by forty years and two
strokes.
Once he fought to free the country from apartheid;
now he finds its people asking whether years
of democracy have left them any better off. The
village where his friend Donald – a comrade from
his Fraternité days – lives is as segregated as ever:
fishermen struggle to eke out a living and kids wreck
their brains with crystal meth.
Tensions are high: Donald wages a campaign against
the local mayor; every day the whites add inches to
their perimeter fences. So when Mulder and Donald
attempt to help a young tik-head get clean against
his will, their muddled good intentions can only be
misunderstood…
Adriaan van Dis is a Dutch author with roots in
what was the Dutch East Indies (now Indonesia).
As a young man he studied Afrikaans at Amsterdam
University. His novel My Father’s War won a number
of awards in the Netherlands and was translated into
English.

Nominated by:
The State Library of Victoria, Melbourne,
Australia
His whole life, Danny Kelly has only wanted one
thing: to win Olympic gold. Everything he’s ever
done-every thought, every dream, every action-takes
him closer to that moment of glory, of vindication,
when the world will see him for what he is: the
fastest, the strongest and the best. His life has been a
preparation for that moment.
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Quesadillas
Juan Pablo Villalobos

Translated from the Spanish by Rosalind Harvey
Nominated by:
Biblioteca Demonstrativa Maria da Conceição
Moreira Salles / Fundação Biblioteca Nacional,
Brasilia, Brazil
While his father preaches Hellenic virtues and
practises the art of the insult, Orestes’ mother
prepares hundreds of quesadillas for Orestes and
the rest of their brood: Aristotle, Archilocus,
Callimachus, Electra, Castor and Pollux. She insists
they are middle class, but Orestes is not convinced.
And after another fraudulent election and the
disappearance of his younger brothers Castor and
Pollux, he heads off on an adventure.
Orestes meets a procession of pilgrims, a stoner
uncle called Pink Floyd and a beguiling politician
who teaches him how to lie, and he learns some
valuable lessons about families, truth and bovine
artificial insemination.

grandson and married another man. Margaret is
resolved to find and retrieve her beloved grandson
Jimmy, while George, a retired sheriff, is none too
eager to stir up trouble. Unable to sway his wife
from her mission, George takes to the road with
Margaret by his side, traveling through the Badlands
to Gladstone, Montana. But when Margaret tries
to bring little Jimmy home to North Dakota, the
Blackledges find themselves entangled with the
Weboy clan, who are determined not to give up the
boy without a fight.
Larry Watson’s novel Montana 1948 has sold over
400,000 copies since it came out in 1993. Watson
has received two grants and fellowships from the
NEA, in 1987 and 2004. He has firmly established
himself as one of America’s greatest storytellers.

Eyrie

With Quesadillas, Juan Pablo Villalobos serves
up a wild banquet. Anything goes in this madcap
Mexican satire about politics, big families, and what
it means to be middle class.

Chris Womersley

Nominated by:
The State Library of Victoria, Melbourne,
Australia

Juan Pablo Villalobos was born in Guadalajara,
Mexico. He studied marketing and Spanish
literature. He has published travel stories and literary
and film criticism. He lives in Brazil.

Frustrated by country life and eager for adventure
and excitement, seventeen-year-old Tom Button
moves to the city to study. Once there, and living
in a run-down apartment block called Cairo, he is
befriended by the eccentric musician Max Cheever,
his beautiful wife Sally, and their close-knit circle of
painters and poets.

Let Him Go

Tim Winton

Nominated by:
The State Library of Queensland, Brisbane,
Australia
Tom Keely’s reputation is in ruins. And that’s the
upside. Divorced and unemployed, he’s lost faith
in everything precious to him. Holed up in a grim
highrise, cultivating his newfound isolation, Keely
looks down at a society from which he’s retired hurt
and angry. He’s done fighting the good fight, and
well past caring.

Larry Watson

Nominated by:
Free Library of Philadelphia, USA
Multnomah County Library, Portland, USA
Dalton, North Dakota. September, 1951. It has been
years since George and Margaret Blackledge lost
their son James when he was thrown from a horse
and months since his widow left with their only

Cairo

But even in his seedy flat, ducking the neighbours,
he’s not safe from entanglement. All it takes is an
awkward encounter in the lobby. A woman from his
past, a boy the likes of which he’s never met before.
Two strangers leading a life beyond his experience
and into whose orbit he falls despite himself.
Tim Winton has published twenty-five books for
adults and children, and his work has been translated
into twenty-eight languages. He has won the
Miles Franklin Award four times and twice been
shortlisted for the Booker Prize. He lives in Western
Australia.
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As Tom falls under the sway of his charismatic
older friends, he enters a bohemian world of parties
and gallery openings. Soon, however, he is caught
up in more sinister events involving deception and
betrayal, not to mention one of the greatest unsolved
art heists of the twentieth century: the infamous
theft of Picasso’s Weeping Woman. Cairo is a novel
about growing up, the perils of first love, and finding
one’s true place in the world.
Chris Womersley is the author of the award
winning novels The Low Road and Bereft, both
of which have been translated into a number of
languages. His short fiction has appeared in Granta,
The Best Australian Stories, Griffith Review, Wet Ink
and Meanjin. He lives in Melbourne with his wife
and son.

The Maid’s Version
Daniel Woodrell
Nominated by:
Kansas City Public Library, USA
Seattle Public Library, USA
Alma DeGeer Dunahew, the mother of three young
boys, works as the maid for a prominent citizen and

31

Eligible Titles 2015
his family in West Table, Missouri. In 1929, her
scandalous, beloved younger sister is one of the 42
killed in an explosion at the local dance hall. Who is
to blame? Mobsters from St. Louis? The embittered
local gypsies? The preacher who railed against the
loose morals of the waltzing couples? Or could it
have been a colossal accident?

appear to have attained a form of immortality that

Alma thinks she knows the answer-and that its roots
lie in a dangerous love affair. Her dogged pursuit of
justice makes her an outcast and causes a longstanding rift with her own son. By telling her story
to her grandson, she finally gains some solace-and
peace for her sister.

a profound and tragic vision of what happens when

Five of Daniel Woodrell’s eight published novels
were selected as New York Times Notable Books of
the Year. Tomato Red won the PEN West Award for
the Novel in 1999. Woodrell lives in the Ozarks near
the Arkansas line with his wife, Katie Estill.

the Trees a ‘best book of the year’.

preserves the body but not the mind. Perina uncovers
their secret and returns with it to America, where he
soon finds great success. But his discovery has come
at a terrible cost, not only for the islanders, but for

Perina himself. Disquieting yet thrilling, The People in

Kerry Young was born in Kingston, Jamaica, to a

Chinese father and a mother of mixed Chinese-

African heritage. She came to England in 1965 and
lives in Leicestershire.

Ways of Going Home

the Trees is an anthropological adventure story with
cultures collide. It marks the debut of a remarkable
new voice in American fiction.

Hanya Yanagihara lives in New York. This is her

first novel. The Wall Street Journal, Publishers Weekly,

Huffington Post and Cosmopolitan named The People in

Gloria

The Swan Book
Alexis Wright
Nominated by:
The State Library of New South Wales, Sydney,
Australia
The Swan Book is set in the future, with Aboriginals
still living under the Intervention in the north, in

an environment fundamentally altered by climate

Alejandro Zambra

change. It follows the life of a mute young woman

Translated from the Spanish by Megan McDowell

called Oblivia, the victim of gang-rape by petrol-

Nominated by:

sniffing youths, from the displaced community where

Galway County Library, Ireland

she lives in a swamp filled with rusting boats, to

Biblioteca Daniel Cosío Villegas, El Colegio de

her marriage to Warren Finch, the first Aboriginal

México, A.C.

president of Australia, and her elevation to the

position of First Lady, confined to a tower in a

A young boy plays hide and seek in the suburbs of

all the qualities which made Wright’s previous novel,

entangled in the brutality of Pinochet’s regime.

Santiago, unaware that his neighbours are becoming

flooded and lawless southern city. The Swan Book has
Carpentaria, a prize-winning best-seller. It offers an

intimate awareness of the realities facing Aboriginal
people, the energy and humour in her writing
finding hope in the bleakest situations.

Alexis Wright is a member of the Waanyi nation of

Kerry Young
Nominated by:
The National Library Service, Bridgetown,
Barbados

Her books include Grog War and the novels Plains

Gloria Campbell is sixteen years old when a single
violent act forces her to flee her hometown to forge

Franklin Literary Award. She is a Distinguished

awash with change, a black woman is still treated as

Writing and Society Research Centre.

to a house of ill repute on the edge of the city, she is

The People in the Trees

women within. It is here that dreams of social

the southern highlands of the Gulf of Carpentaria.
of Promise and Carpentaria, which won the Miles

a new life in Kingston. But while Forties Jamaica is

Fellow in the University of Western Sydney’s

a second-class citizen. When Gloria finds her way

Hanya Yanagihara
Nominated by:
Richmond Public Library, USA
It is 1950 when Norton Perina, a young doctor,

embarks on an expedition to a remote Micronesian
island in search of a rumored lost tribe. There he

encounters a strange group of forest dwellers who
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enthralled by the glamorous, financially independent
change are instilled in her, and she must choose

between the life she has made for herself and the one
that might be.

Alive with the energy of a country at a crossroads,

this is a story of love in many forms, and of one girl’s
evolution from a frightened teenager on the run to a
woman fully in possession of her own power.

www.impacdublinaward.ie

Then one night a mysterious girl appears in his

neighbourhood and makes a life-changing request.
Alejandro Zambra was born in Santiago, Chile. He
is the author of two books of poems, a collection of

essays, and three novels, Donsái, The Private Lives of
Trees, and Ways of Going Home. He was selected as
one of Granta’s Best of Young Spanish-Language
Novelists and was elected to the Bogotá39 list.

2015 Judging Panel

Valentine Cunningham

Kate Pullinger

critic. He is Professor of English Language and

up in British Columbia, Canada. Her 2009 novel The

Literature at Oxford University and Emeritus Fellow

Mistress of Nothing won Canada’s Governor General’s

in English Literature at Corpus Christi College,

Award for Fiction and was long listed for both the Giller

Oxford. He reviews widely on literary topics and

Prize and the IMPAC Dublin Award. Her new novel,

broadcasts frequently on BBC radio on both literary

Landing Gear was published in 2014. She has been at

and musicology topics. He has lectured around the

the forefront of literary digital innovation for more than

world and has been Visiting Professor of Literature

a decade; her on-going web project Inanimate Alice and

in the USA, Canada, Australia and Germany. He has

her 2014 digital war memorial Letter to an Unknown

judged many literary prizes, including the Man Booker

Soldier have gathered readers and writers around the

Prize twice (1992 and 1998) and the Commonwealth

world. She is Professor of Creative Writing and Digital

Writers’ Prize. He has published many books on

Media at Bath Spa University.

Valentine Cunningham is a literary historian and

Kate Pullinger is a novelist and digital writer who grew

Victorian and twentieth century poetry, prose, culture,
politics and theory. His latest volumes are Victorian
Poetry Now: Poets, Poems, Poetics (2011) and The
Connell Guide to King Lear (2012)

Christine Dwyer Hickey, born in Dublin, is a novelist
and short story writer. She is the author of eight
books including The Lives of Women which will

photo by Pep Avila
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Christine Dwyer Hickey

Jordi Soler

Jordi Soler was born in 1963 in La Portuguesa, a
community of Catalan exiles located in the jungle of
Veracruz, Mexico. He currently lives in Barcelona

be published in May 2015. Her novel The Cold Eye

and is a regular contributor to several newspapers and

of Heaven won the Irish Novel of the Year 2012.

magazines in Spain and Mexico. Soler has published

Last Train from Liguria was shortlisted for the Prix

books of poems, story collections, and ten novels

L’Européen de Littérature and her novel Tatty was chosen

translated into several languages. Los rojos de ultramar

as one of the 50 Irish Books of the Decade as well as

(2004), La última hora del último día (2007) and La

being nominated for the Orange Prize. Her first novel,

fiesta del oso (2009) are a trilogy of novels that the

The Dancer, was shortlisted for the Irish Novel of the

author devoted to his family who were forced to emigrate

Year in 1995. Her first play, Snow Angels, was staged at

to Mexico during the Spanish Civil War. The trilogy was

the Project Theatre in Dublin in March 2014 and played

published in a single volume entitled La guerra perdida,

to full houses and critical acclaim. Christine is a member

and was awarded with the Prix Littéraire des Jeunes

of Aosdána.

Européens (2012).

Daniel Hahn

Eugene R. Sullivan

some forty books to his name. His work has won him

judging panel, is a former Chief Judge of a US Court of

the Independent Foreign Fiction Prize and the Blue Peter

Appeals and brings a wealth of experience from sixteen

Book Award. Forthcoming books include the new Oxford

years on the bench. His first novel, The Majority Rules,

Companion to Children’s Literature and translations

was published in 2005. The second novel of his political

of novels from Angola, Guatemala and Brazil. He is

thriller trilogy, The Report to the Judiciary, was

currently chair of the Society of Authors and on the board

published in 2008. When not recalled to the Federal

of a number of organisations that deal with literature and

Bench, Judge Sullivan is a partner in the Washington,

free speech.

D.C. law firm of Pepper Hamilton, LLP.

Daniel Hahn is a writer, editor and translator with

Hon. Eugene R. Sullivan, non-voting chair of the
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