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Even the Dogs by Jon McGregor, Winner of the 2012 Award

Helon Garnons – Williams, Bloomsbury Publishing, publishers of Even the
Dogs, is presented with a Dublin Crystal bowl. She is pictured here with the
Lord Mayor, Andrew Montague, and Dublin City Manager, John Tierney.
They are flanked by members of Dublin Fire Brigade, holding the Dublin City
Sword and Mace.
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Jon McGregor, winner of the 2012 award, is presented with the trophy by the Lord Mayor and Patron of the Award, Andrew Montague.

Julio Cervera Cruz, representing Consorci de Bibliothèques de Barcelona,
Spain, is presented with a scroll by Margaret Hayes, Dublin City Librarian
and Chair of the Award Committee, in recognition of library participation
worldwide.
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Even the Dogs by Jon McGregor, Winner of the 2012 Award

The Judges of the 2012 award with the winner and the Lord Mayor. (L-R) Tim Parks; Evelyn Schlag; Dubravka Ugresic; Lord Mayor,
Andrew Montague; Jon McGregor; Elizabeth Nunez; Mike McCormack; Judge Eugene Sullivan, non-voting chair.
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Congratulations to The State Library for Foreign
Literature, Moscow, nominators of Even the Dogs

Jane Alger, Director Dublin UNESCO City of
Literature, Master of Ceremonies.

"Even the Dogs is a heartfelt and
artistically impressive exploration of
human existence on the fringes of life –
where hope sparkles beyond hope and
humanity survives in spite of inhuman
conditions."

Dr. Ekaterina Genieva, Director General, State
Library for Foreign Literature, Moscow, Russia.

The International IMPAC Dublin Literary Award is presented
annually for a novel written in English or translated into English.
Nominations are submitted by library systems in major cities throughout the world. The award is an initiative
of Dublin City Council, the municipal government of Dublin, in partnership with IMPAC, a leading management
productivity enhancement company, with the objective of promoting excellence in world literature.
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The 2013 Longlist announcement – Dublin City Library & Archive, November 2012
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The Lord Mayor and Dublin City Manager meet the new Judging Panel. (L-R) Brendan Kenny, Assistant Dublin City Manager;
Salim Bachi; John Tierney, Dublin City Manager; the Lord Mayor of Dublin and Patron of the Award, Naoise Ó Muirí; Kamila
Shamsie; Margaret Hayes, Dublin City Librarian; Clive Sinclair; Krista Kaer; Pat McCabe; Judge Eugene Sullivan, non-voting chair.

The Lord Mayor of Dublin, Naoise Ó Muirí with longlisted author
Dermot Healy (Long Time, No See) and Margaret Hayes, Dublin City
Librarian.

Christine Dwyer Hickey (left), longlisted author (Cold Eye of Heaven)
is pictured with John Tierney, Dublin City Manager and
Margaret Hayes, Dublin City Librarian.

Have you seen our new look website?

www.impacdublinaward.ie was relaunched on 12th November and contains all of the information about the 2013 award.
We like it and we hope you do too. Highlights from the archives are being added on an ongoing basis. If you have any
comments, we would love to hear from you: literaryaward@dublincity.ie. Don't forget we're on Twitter and Facebook!
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Last Man in Tower
Aravind Adiga

Nominated by:
Zentralbibliothek Zürich, Switzerland
Universitäts-und Landesbibliothek
Bonn, Germany
21st Century Mumbai is a city of new
money and soaring real estate, and property
kingpin Dharmen Shah has grand plans for
its future. His offer to buy and tear down a
weathered tower block, making way for luxury
apartments, will make each of its residents rich
– if all agree to sell. But not everyone wants
to leave. As tensions rise among the once civil
neighbours, one by one those who oppose the
offer give way until only one man stands in
Shah's way: Masterji, a retired schoolteacher,
once the most respected man in the building.
As the demolition deadline looms, Masterji's
neighbours – friends who have become
enemies, acquaintances turned co-conspirators
– stop at nothing to score their payday...
Aravind Adiga was born in Madras in
1974. He studied at Columbia and Oxford
universities. A former India correspondent for
Time magazine, his articles have also appeared
in publications like the Financial Times, the
Independent, and the Sunday Times.

earlier. The world assumes she's dead. His
colleagues snicker but Carl may have the last
laugh. Because she isn't dead... yet.
Jussi Adler-Olsen was born in Copenhagen
and studied medicine, sociology, politics and
film. He worked as a magazine editor and
publisher before starting to write fiction. He
has written three Department Q thrillers,
which all hit the Danish bestseller lists on
publication and stayed there ever since.

What the Family Needed
Steven Amsterdam

Nominated by:
The State Library of Victoria,
Melbourne, Australia
“Okay, tell me which you want: To be able to
fly or to be invisible.” Alek, 7. And so begins
the tale of a family finding itself, told by each of
its members as they discover powers they never
thought possible.
What The Family Needed, follows a model of
a series of interlinked narratives, separated over
various time intervals. In this case, the common
link is a strange man, Alek, and we see his
family over a course of forty years or so.
Alek appears to be able to give his family
members superpowers. For example, he asked
his cousin Giordana whether she would rather
be able to fly or be invisible. Giordana chose
invisibility and, to her surprise, discovered that
she could become invisible at will. In similar
fashion, family members are surprised to
discover they have superpowers that they may,
at some point, have inadvertently wished for.
Stephen Amsterdam is a palliative care nurse
and a writer. His first book, Things We Didn’t
See Coming, won the Age Book of the Year,
and was longlisted for the Guardian First Book
Award.

Bountiful Famine
Sheg Aranmolate

The Keeper of Lost Causes
Jussi Adler-Olsen

Translated from the original Danish
by Lisa Hartford

Nominated by:
Copenhagen Central Library, Denmark
The Keeper of Lost Causes, the first
installment of Adler – Olsen's Department Q
series, features the deeply flawed chief detective
Carl Mørck, who used to be a good homicide
detective – until a bullet almost took his life.
Two of his colleagues weren't so lucky, and Carl
blames himself. So a promotion is the last thing
Carl expects.
It all becomes clear when he sees his new office.
With a stack of Copenhagen's coldest cases
to keep him company, Carl's been put out to
pasture. So he's as surprised as anyone when a
case actually captures his interest. A missing
politician vanished without a trace five years
w w w.impacdublinaward.ie

Nominated by:
Regional Library of Karviná, Czech Republic
Bountiful Famine begins by introducing
the reader to a young boy who is injured
and appears to be buried alive in a wooden
container. Memories of his pastoral African
childhood as part of a subsistence farming
family are woven into an ostensibly ordinary
day in the life of Nadus. Life on the African
savannah is a source of many stories that are
intriguing because of the unique situations
within, and familiar because of the universality
of human interactions in a part of the world
exotic to most Western readers.
The reader learns about Nadus and his family,
the exotic animals in their care, and the
mischief that Nadus and his friends stumble
into. But then something unexpected happens
during the young boy’s day, something terrible
that ultimately ties everything together and
forever changes his life.

Sheg Aranmolate traveled alone to the
U.S. from West Africa in 2001 at the age of
eighteen. Five years later, he earned a Masters
degree in Applied Molecular Biology from
the University of Maryland. In 2008, Sheg
was featured on Oprah’s Big Give Show. He is
currently studying Medicine at the University
of Tennessee. Bountiful Famine is his first
novel and his second book.

Dirty Feet
Edem Awumey

Translated from the original French
by Lazer Lederhendler
Nominated by:
Réseau des Bibliothèques Publiques
de Montréal, Canada

As a small child, Askia was forced, along with
his family, to wander the African desert as if
under a curse, first driven from their home
by drought and hunger, then kept out of the
villages by those who did not want to see their
“dirty feet” stay for too long.
Years later, it seems Askia is destined to
relive his family’s curse night after night as
he roams the streets of Paris in his taxi. One
evening, he picks up Olia, a young woman who
claims to recognize his face, telling him that
his features are similar to those of a man she
photographed years ago. Had it been his father,
the mysterious Sidi Ben Sylla Mohammed? The
father who migrated North without them, the
father he has so often dreamt about; the father
whom he aches to meet? With Olia’s help,
Askia sets out to retrace Sidi’s steps. But before
he can embark on this new journey, he must
first confront his violent past.
Edem Awumey was born in Togo in 1975.
His first novel, Port-Mélo, won the Grand
prix littéraire d’Afrique noire, and his second
novel, the French edition of Dirty Feet, was a
finalist for the Prix Goncourt. Awumey lives in
Canada, where he is a teacher.

Tell It To The Trees
Anita Rau Badami

Nominated by:
Cape Town Central Library, South Africa
One freezing winter morning a dead body is
found in the backyard of the Dharma family’s
house. It’s the body of Anu Krishnan.
For Anu, a writer seeking a secluded retreat
from the city, the Dharmas’ “back-house” in
the sleepy mountain town of Merrit’s Point was
the ideal spot to take a year off. Anu vaguely
remembered Vikram Dharma, but had a strong
recollection of Helen, a beautiful, vivacious,
social and charming woman.
But now Vikram had a new wife. Suman, a
stark contrast to Helen, is quiet and timid. Her
husband’s suspicious, controlling and angry
tirades have resigned Suman to a desolate
future entangled in a marriage of fear and
despair.
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Young Varsha, deeply affected by her mother’s
death becomes increasingly suspicious of Anu’s
growing relationship with her stepmother. Her
attention to keeping her family together, and
the secrets that emerge as Anu and Suman
become friends, create cracks in the Dharma
family that can only spell certain disaster.

moment she was forced to flee Ireland at the
end of the First World War. She continues her
tale in America, where—far from her family—
she first tastes the sweetness of love and the
bitterness of betrayal.
Spanning nearly seven decades, Sebastian
Barry’s extraordinary fifth novel explores
memory, war, family ties, love, and loss,
distilling the complexity and beauty of life into
his haunting prose.

Anita Rau Badami is the author of Tamarind
Mem, The Hero's Walk and Can You Hear the
Nightbird Call?, The recipient of the Marian
Engel Award for a woman writer in mid-career,
Badami is also a visual artist. She lives in
Montreal.

Sebastian Barry was born in Dublin. He has
written novels, plays and poetry. His awards
include the Irish-America Fund Literary
Award, The Christopher Ewart-Biggs Prize,
the London Critics Circle Award, The Kerry
Group Irish Fiction Prize, and Costa Awards
for Best Novel and Book of the Year. He lives
in Wicklow with his wife and three children.

The Sense of an Ending
Julian Barnes

Nominated by:
Stedelijke Openbare Bibliotheek Gent, Belgium
Muntpunt, Brussels, Belgium
Gradska Knjiznica Rijeka, Croatia
Mestska Knihovna v Praze,
Prague, Czech Republic
London Borough of Redbridge Libraries, England
Leipziger Stadtische Bibliotheken,
Leipzig, Germany
Zentral – u. Landesbibliothek Berlin, Germany
Bibliotheken der Stadt Mainz, Germany
Veria Central Public Library, Greece
Waterford County Library, Ireland
Bibliotheek Utrecht, The Netherlands
The State Library of South Australia,
Adelaide, Australia
Houston Public Library, USA
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, USA
Toronto Public Library, Canada
Tony Webster and his clique first met Adrian
Finn at school. Sex-hungry and book-hungry,
they would navigate the girl-less sixth form
together, trading in affectations, in-jokes,
rumour and wit. Maybe Adrian was a little
more serious than the others, certainly more
intelligent, but they all swore to stay friends
for life.
Now Tony is retired. He's had a career and a
single marriage, a calm divorce. He's certainly
never tried to hurt anybody. Memory, though,
is imperfect. It can always throw up surprises,
as a lawyer's letter is about to prove.
Julian Barnes is the author of eleven novels,
and three collections of short stories. His work
has been translated into more than thirty
languages. In France he is the only writer to
have won both the Prix Médicis (for Flaubert's
Parrot) and the Prix Femina (for Talking it
Over). He was awarded the Man Booker Prize
for Fiction in 2011 for The Sense of an Ending.
He lives in London.

City of Bohane
Kevin Barry

Nominated by:
Cork City Libraries, Ireland
Limerick City Library, Ireland
Dublin City Public Libraries, Ireland
Forty years in the future. The once-great city
of Bohane on the west coast of Ireland is on its
knees, infested by vice and split along tribal
lines. There are the posh parts of town, but it
is in the slums and backstreets of Smoketown,
the tower blocks of the Northside Rises and the
eerie bogs of Big Nothin' that the city really
lives.
For years, the city has been in the cool grip of
Logan Hartnett, the dapper godfather of the
Hartnett Fancy gang. But there's trouble in the
air. They say his old nemesis is back in town; his
trusted henchmen are getting ambitious; and
his missus wants him to give it all up and go
straight... And then there's his mother.
City of Bohane is a work of mesmerising
imagination and vaulting linguistic invention.
Kevin Barry's debut story collection, There
Are Little Kingdoms, won the Rooney Prize
in 2007. His short fiction has appeared widely
on both sides of the Atlantic, most recently in
The New Yorker.

On Canaan’s Side
Sebastian Barry

Nominated by:
San Diego Public Library, USA
Dublin City Public Libraries, Ireland
Longlisted for the Man Booker Prize, a
mesmerizing new novel from the awardwinning author of The Secret Scripture.
A first-person narrative of Lilly Bere’s life, On
Canaan’s Side opens as the eighty-five-year-old
Irish émigré mourns the loss of her grandson,
Bill. Lilly, the daughter of a Dublin policeman,
revisits her eventful past, going back to the
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The Sly Company of People
Who Care
Rahul Bhattacharya

Nominated by:
India International Centre
Library, New Delhi, India
In flight from the tame familiarity of home
in Bombay, a twenty-six-year-old cricket
journalist chucks his job and arrives in Guyana,
a forgotten colonial society of raw, mesmerizing
beauty. Amid beautiful, decaying wooden
houses in Georgetown, on coastal sugarcane
plantations, and in the dark rainforest interior
scavenged by diamond hunters, he grows
absorbed with the fantastic possibilities of this
new place where descendants of the enslaved
and indentured have made a new world.
Ultimately, to fulfill his purpose, he prepares
to mount an adventure of his own. His journey
takes him beyond Guyanese borders, and his
companion will be the feisty, wild-haired Jan.
In this dazzling novel, propelled by a singularly
forceful voice, Rahul Bhattacharya captures
the heady adventures of travel, the overheated
restlessness of youth, and the paradoxes of
searching for life’s meaning in the escape from
home.
Born in 1979, Rahul Bhattacharya is the
author of the cricket-tour book Pundits from
Pakistan, which was voted one of the Ten
Best Cricket Books of all time in The Wisden
Cricketer (London). He lives in Delhi, India.
The Sly Company of People Who Care is his
first novel and has received many awards.

Jamrach’s Menagerie
Carol Birch

Nominated by:
Bibliotheek Rotterdam, The Netherlands
'Put Moby Dick, Treasure Island and The Rime
of the Ancient Mariner into a pot, add a pinch
of Dickens, and you will get the flavour of
Carol Birch's hugely entertaining novel.'
Mail on Sunday
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Young Jaffy Brown never expects to escape the
slums of Victorian London. Then, aged eight,
a chance encounter with Mr Jamrach changes
Jaffy's stars. And before he knows it, he finds
himself at the docks waving goodbye to his
beloved Ishbel and boarding a ship bound for
the Indian Ocean. With his friend Tim at his
side, Jaffy's journey will push faith, love and
friendship to their utmost limits.

Service biologist spearheading the efforts to
save the islands' native creatures from invasive
species. Her antagonist, Dave LaJoy, is a local
businessman who is fiercely opposed to the
killing of any animals whatsoever and will go
to any lengths to subvert her plans. As their
confrontation plays out in a series of scenes
escalating in violence, drama, and danger,
When the Killing's Done relates a richly
humane tale about the dominion we attempt
to exert, for better or worse, over the natural
world.

heavily wounded by a German grenade; despite
extensive plastic surgery, half his face will have
to be hidden behind a mask.

Carol Birch is the author of ten previous
novels, including Scapegallows (2008) and
Turn Again Home (2003) which was longlisted
for the Man Booker Prize. She has also won the
Geoffrey Faber Memorial Prize and the David
Higham Award for Best First Novel.

T. C. Boyle is the author of eleven novels,
including World's End (winner of the PEN/
FaulknerAward), Drop City (a New York
Times bestseller and finalist for the National
Book Award), and The Inner Circle. His most
recent story collections are Tooth and Claw
and The Human Fly and Other Stories.

After the war, extraordinary circumstances find
Ryder living in the Hirschland family home,
where he is lovingly welcomed by Lucien’s
younger sister, Swanee. Expectations and
illusions grow, but gradually their lives spin out
of control, as they learn that the war veteran
has more to hide than his mutilated face.

Beggar’s Feast

The Absolutist

Conny Braam’s other books include Operatie
Vula, De Bokkeslachter and Zwavel, a trilogy
of novels about the Abraham family.

Nominated by:
Colombo Public Library, Sri Lanka

Nominated by:
Tampere City Library, Finland
Liverpool City Library and
Information Services, England

The Hottest Dishes of the
Tartar Cuisine

Jamrach's Menagerie was longlisted for the
Orange Prize for Fiction 2011 and the London
Book Award.

Randy Boyagoda

A rags to riches picaresque about the clash of
worlds and the revenge of empires, about fate
and history and harbours and birthright and
brothels and moneylenders and metal benders...
“Now,” she said, arranging herself in the
backseat with shaking hands, swallowing, “get
out and open the door for me like my old drive
did.” He pulled her, head first, into the front
seat and then he wheeled the motorcar back
onto the road. Picking up speed, it moved like
a water snake because he was trying to reach
over and open her door and she was kicking
and slapping and asking and screaming that
his mother used to wash him at the village tap
too didn’t she and then finally the door flung
open and Sam leaned against his own to brace
himself as he kicked and kicked until there was
only air and if he had turned to look he would
have seen a tumbling whiteness flattening out
upon the black ground like a wive at night,
he would have seen her crashing to mist and
nothing. If he had turned to look. But he did
not.
Writer, critic and scholar Randy Boyagoda is
a professor of American Studies at Canada’s
Ryerson University. His debut novel, Governor
of the Northern Province, was long-listed for
the 2006 Scotiabank Giller Prize. Born to Sri
Lankan parents, he grew up in Toronto, where
he lives with his wife and three daughters.

When the Killing’s Done
T.C. Boyle

Nominated by:
Universitäts-und Landesbibliothek
Bonn, Germany
Stadt Bibliothek Salzburg, Austria
Principally set on the wild Channel Islands
off the coast of California, T.C. Boyle's new
novel is a gripping adventure with a timely
theme. Alma Boyd Takesue is a National Park
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John Boyne

September 1919: Twenty-year-old Tristan
Sadler takes a train from London to Norwich
to deliver a clutch of letters to Marian Bancroft.
Tristan fought alongside Marian's brother Will
during the Great War. They trained together.
They fought together.
But in 1917, Will laid down his guns on the
battlefield and declared himself a conscientious
objector, an act which has brought shame and
dishonour on the Bancroft family.
The letters, however, are not the real reason for
Tristan's visit. He holds a secret deep within
him. One that he is desperate to tell Marian,
if he can only find the courage. Whatever
happens, this meeting will change his life –
forever.
John Boyne was born in Ireland in 1971 and
is the author of seven novels. The Boy In The
Striped Pyjamas won two Irish Book Awards
and the Penguin Orange Readers' Group Prize.
It was shortlisted for the British Book Award
and was made into a Miramax feature film. His
novels are published in over 40 languages. He
lives in Dublin.

The Cocaine Salesman
Conny Braam

Translated from the original
Dutch by Jonathan Reeder

Nominated by:
Openbare Bibliotheek Eindhoven,
The Netherlands
Bibliotheek Rotterdam, The Netherlands

At roughly the same moment, Lucien
Hirschland, travelling salesman for the
flourishing Nederlandsche Cocaïne Fabriek,
brings in a big order from an English
pharmaceutical company. Soon after this he
closes a deal with a buyer for the German army.
From his profits he treats himself to a muchlonged-for Harley Davidson.

Alina Bronsky

Translated from the original
German by Tim Mohr

Nominated by:
Free Library of Philadelphia, USA
When she discovers that her seventeen-yearold daughter, “stupid Sulfia,” is pregnant by
an unknown man, Rosa Achmetowna does
everything to thwart the pregnancy, employing
a variety of folkloric home remedies. But
despite her best efforts the baby, Aminat, is
born nine months later. Much to Rosa’s surprise
and delight, dark eyed Aminat is a Tartar
through and through and instantly becomes
the apple of her grandmother’s eye. While her
good for nothing husband Kalganow spends his
days feeding pigeons and contemplating death
at the city park, Rosa wages an epic struggle
to wrestle Aminat away from Sulfia, whom
she considers a woefully inept mother. When
Aminat, now a wild and willful teenager,
catches the eye of a sleazy German cookbook
writer researching Tartar cuisine, Rosa is quick
to broker a deal that will guarantee all three
women a passage out of the Soviet Union.
But as soon as they are settled in the West,
the uproariously dysfunctional ties that bind
mother, daughter and grandmother begin to
fray.
Alina Bronsky was born in Yekaterinburg,
an industrial town at the foot of the Ural
Mountains in central Russia. She moved to
Germany when she was thirteen. Her first
novel, Broken Glass Park, was nominated
for one of Europe’s most prestigious literary
awards, the Ingeborg Bachmann Prize.

On 31st July 1917, 26-year-old Englishman
Robin Ryder clambers from a trench on the
Flanders battlefields and charges recklessly
towards the German artillery. Later he is
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Estuary
Sam Bunny

Nominated by:
Colombo Public Library, Sri Lanka
In the shower that night, Mac cannot see UI’s
tears, confused in the hot water and steam.
He sits silently on the bed knowing even if
they can’t bring themselves to admit it, it’s
over. He looks at the items spread out in front
of him, a jade elephant, the passports and the
Daily News screaming, ‘New Era, Nationalists
Ushered In’ and below it, ‘No Comment from
the Wanni’.
He hears the tap turn and the water stop. She
comes back into the room, naked, with a towel
around her shoulders. She sits on the bed next
to him. They both stare at the tanks below,
mute. Then he says gently, ‘UI, 1968 is a year,
Sri Lanka’s a country…we’re together, that’s
what matters.’
Mac is born in Melbourne during the
war in Vietnam. Living with his adopted
parents, Uncle and Miela, he experiences the
reverberations of the conflict. In time, he meets
Uluru, and they move to Sri Lanka, where
together they realise that they can put the past
behind them. Estuary is a book about legacy,
and moving on.
Sam Bunny lives in Melbourne with his wife,
Selina, and daughter Bella.

The Dulang Washer
Paul Callan

Nominated by:
National Library of Malaysia,
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
Malaya, 1890... in the tin-mining camps of
Perak’s Kinta Valley, only the strongest and
bravest survive .. and the strongest and bravest
of them all is Aisha, the beautiful solitary
dulang washer who labours to support two
families.
Fook sin, the mine’s treacherous, thieving
proprietor, sees Aisha as his ultimate prize: the
most desirable object he can add to his secret
hoard of treasures.
Hun Yee, an ambitious young Hakka Chinese
miner, shakes off the opium addiction that has
insulated him from the harshness of his daily
struggle and strives to win Aisha’s approval by
starting a mine of his own.
But for Donald Redfern, overseer and the
only European in the camp, Aisha comes to
represent something even more important.
The human contact she offers in the language
lessons she gives him, and the small gestures of
compassion she shows to the isolated, homesick
man, fuel his dangerous obsession.
Meanwhile, Aisha herself is harbouring a
secret. When events at the mine move towards
their shocking conclusion, she is forced to reexamine her life. Confronted with the love of
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a man prepared to turn his back on his country
for her, will she finally seize her chance of
happiness?
Paul Callan was born in Dublin, Ireland. He
divides his time between his homes in Kuala
Lumpur and London. The Dulang Washer is
his first novel.

The Potter’s Field
Andrea Cammilleri

Translated from the original
Italian by Stephen Sartarelli

Nominated by:
Biblioteca Nazionale di Napoli, Italy
Witty and entertaining, the Montalbano
novels by Andrea Camilleri-a master of the
Italian detective story-have become favorites
of mystery fans everywhere. In this latest
installment, an unidentified corpse is found
near Vigàta, a town known for its soil rich with
potter's clay. Meanwhile, a woman reports the
disappearance of her husband, a Colombian
man with Sicilian origins who turns out to
be related to a local mobster. Then Inspector
Montalbano remembers the story from the
Bible – Judas's betrayal, the act of remorse, and
the money for the potter's field, where those of
unknown or foreign origin are to be buried-and
slowly, through myriad betrayals, finds his way
to the solution to the crime.
Andrea Camilleri's Montalbano mystery
series, bestsellers in Italy and Germany,
has been adapted for Italian television and
translated into German, French, Spanish,
Portuguese, Greek, Japanese, Dutch, and
Swedish. He lives in Rome.

Temporary Perfections
Gianrico Carofiglio

Translated from the original
Italian by Antony Shugaar

Nominated by:
Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di Roma, Italy
It all began with an unusual assignment, a job
better suited for Marlowe than for counsel for
the defence Guido Guerrieri. Could he find
new evidence to force the police to reopen
their investigation about the disappearance
of Manuela, the daughter of a rich couple
living in Bari? The stories of Manuela’s druggy
university friends don’t quite add up. Her best
friend, Caterina, too beautiful and certainly too
young for Guerrieri, is a temptation he doesn’t
need. While the investigation proceeds, Guido
fights his loneliness by talking to the punching
bag hanging in his living-room and by walking
the streets of Bari late at night, often visiting
a colourful bar owned by a former client and exprostitute. She somehow provides the clue that
explains Manuela’s disappearance.
Gianrico Carofiglio is one of Italy's bestselling
authors. He was an anti-Mafia prosecutor in
Bari, a port on the coast of Puglia. He has been
involved with trials concerning corruption,
organized crime and the traffic in human
beings. He is now a member of the Italian
Senate.

Spirit of Progress
Steven Carroll

Nominated by:
The State Library of Queensland,
Brisbane, Australia
The thing that makes you, it never goes. A
sleek high-speed train glides silently through
the French countryside, bearing Michael, an
Australian writer, and his travelling world of
memory and speculation. Melbourne, 1946,
calls to him: the pressure cooker of the city
during World War II has produced a small
creative miracle, and at this pivotal moment
the lives of his newly married parents, a group
of restless artists, a proud old woman with a
tent for a home, a journalist, a gallery owner,
a farmer and a factory developer irrevocably
intersect. And all the while the Spirit of
Progress, the locomotive of the new age, roars
through their lives like time's arrow, pointing
to the future and the post-war world only some
of them will enter.
Steven Carroll was born in Melbourne and
grew up in Glenroy. His novels The Art of the
Engine Driver and The Gift of Speed were
both shortlisted for the Miles Franklin Award.
In 2008 The Time We Have Taken won the
Commonwealth Writers Prize for Best Book,
South-East Asia and South Pacific region as
well as the 2008 Miles Franklin Award.

Awakened

P.C. Cast and Kristen Cast

Nominated by:
Biblioteca Judeteaná "Octavian
Goga" Cluj, Romania
Exonerated by the Vampyre High Council
and returned to her position of High Priestess
at Tulsa’s House of Night, Neferet has sworn
vengeance on Zoey. Dominion over Kalona is
only one of the weapons she plans to use against
Z. But Zoey has found sanctuary on the Isle of
Skye and is being groomed by Queen Sgiach
to take over for her there. Being Queen would
be cool, wouldn’t it? Why should she return
to Tulsa? After losing her human consort,
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Heath, she will never be the same—and her
relationship with her super-hot-warrior, Stark,
may never be the same either…
And what about Stevie Rae and Rephaim? The
Raven Mocker refuses to be used against Stevie
Rae, but what choice does he have when no one
in the entire world, including Zoey, would be
okay with their relationship? Does he betray his
father or his heart?
P.C. Cast is an award-winning fantasy and
paranormal romance writer, as well as an
experienced speaker and teacher. Kristen Cast
is a bestselling author who teams with her
mother to write the House of Night series. She
has stories in several anthologies, as well as
editorial credits.

Narrated by two English sailors on board
Stewart's ship, these events are also eerily
resonant of a more distant memory, stretching
back into mythology, of the charismatic leader
Wulf and an ancient lament. History, it seems,
may be repeating itself.
Wulf, Hamish Clayton's inventive, brilliant
first novel, explores a subject little covered in
New Zealand fiction, and marks the emergence
of a startlingly assured, exciting new voice.
Hamish Clayton was born in Hawke’s Bay
in 1977 and educated at Hastings Boys’ High
School. He holds degrees in Art History and
English Literature from Victoria University of
Wellington, where he is currently working on
a PhD in English Literature. Wulf is his first
novel.

My Two Worlds
Sergio Chejfec

Translated from the original Spanish
by Margaret B. Carson
Nominated by:
Biblioteca Daniel Cosío Villegas El
Colegio de México, México

Approaching his fiftieth birthday, the narrator
in My Two Worlds is wandering in an
unfamiliar Brazilian city, in search of a park. A
walker by inclination and habit, he has decided
to explore the city after attending a literary
conference—he was invited following the
publication of his most recent novel, although,
as he has been informed via anonymous e-mail,
the novel is not receiving good reviews. Initially
thwarted by his inability to transpose the
two-dimensional information of the map onto
the impassable roads and dead-ends of the
three-dimensional city, once he finds the park
the narrator begins to see his own thoughts,
reflections, and memories mirrored in the
landscape of the park and its inhabitants.
Chejfec's My Two Worlds, an extraordinary
meditation on experience, writing, and
space, is at once descriptively inventive and
preternaturally familiar, a novel that challenges
the limitations of the genre.
Sergio Chejfec, originally from Argentina, has
published numerous works of fiction, poetry,
and essays. His books have been translated into
French, German, and Portuguese. He teaches
in the Creative Writing in Spanish Program at
NYU. My Two Worlds is his first novel to be
translated into English.

Wulf

Hamish Clayton

Nominated by:
Wellington City Libraries, New Zealand
Early nineteenth century New Zealand – the
great chief Te Rauparaha has conquered tiny
Kapiti Island, from where Ngati Toa launches
brutal attacks on its southern enemies. Off the
coast of Kapiti, English trader John Stewart
seeks to trade with Te Rauparaha, setting off a
train of events that forever change the course of
New Zealand history.
w w w.impacdublinaward.ie

Leah Hager Cohen is the author of four
non-fiction books, including Train Go Sorry
and Glass, Paper, Beans, and four novels,
including Heart, You Bully, You Punk.
She serves as the Jenks Chair in Contemporary
American Letters at the College of the Holy
Cross, and is a frequent contributor to the New
York Times Book Review.

Red on Red
Edward Conlon

Nominated by:
Richland County Public Library, Columbia, USA
Nick Meehan is introspective, haunted, and
burned out on the Job. He is transferred to a
squad in the upper reaches of Manhattan and
paired with Esposito—a hungry, driven cop
who has mostly good intentions but trouble
following the rules. The two develop a fierce
friendship that plays out against a tangle of
mysteries: a hanging in a city park, a serial
rapist at large, a wayward Catholic schoolgirl
who may be a victim of abuse, and a savage
gang war that erupts over a case of mistaken
identity.
Red on Red captures the vibrant dynamic of
a successful police partnership—the tests of
loyalty, the necessary betrayals, the wedding
of life and work. Conlon is a natural and
perceptive storyteller, awake to the ironies and
compromises of life on the Job and the beauty
and brutality of the city itself.

The Grief of Others
Leah Hager Cohen

Nominated by:
Public Library of Cincinnati &
Hamilton County, USA
The Ryries have suffered a loss: the death of
a baby just fifty-seven hours after his birth.
Without words to express their grief, the
parents, John and Ricky, try to return to
their previous lives. Struggling to regain a
semblance of normalcy for themselves and for
their two older children, they find themselves
pretending not only that little has changed.
Yet in the aftermath of the baby’s death,
long-suppressed uncertainties about John and
Ricky’s relationship come roiling to the surface.
A dreadful secret emerges, with reverberations
that reach far into their past and threaten their
future.
The couple’s children, ten-year-old Biscuit
and thirteen-year-old Paul, begin to act
out in exquisitely – perhaps courageously –
idiosyncratic ways. Then as the four family
members scatter into private, isolating grief,
an unexpected visitor arrives, and they all find
themselves growing more alert to the sadness
and burdens of others.

Edward Conlon is a detective with the New
York City Police Department. A graduate of
Harvard, he has published articles in The New
Yorker and Harper’s. He is the author of a
memoir, Blue Blood, a finalist for the National
Book Critics Circle Award, a New York
Times Notable Book, and a New York Times
bestseller.

Julia

Otto de Kat

Translated from the original
Dutch by Ina Rilke

Nominated by:
Bibliotheek Utrecht, The Netherlands
Stichting Bibliotheek.nl, The
Hague, The Netherlands
Openbare Bibliotheek Amsterdam,
The Netherlands
One summer's afternoon in 1981, a factory
owner, Christiaan Dudok, is found dead in his
study having taken his own life. He has left
no suicide note, but on his desk is a newspaper
from 2 April 1942, reporting on the bombing of
the north German town of Lübeck. The list of
the dead includes the highlighted name of Julia
Bender. As a young man finishing his studies
in Lübeck in 1938, Christiaan is irresistibly
drawn to Julia, a courageous German who has
emphatically rejected the Nazi regime. But that
same year he is forced to leave both Germany
and the woman he loves, even though he
suspects that he is making the greatest mistake
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of his life. Julia is the story of a life lived
wrongly, of a love so great that it endures for
decades, and yet still fails.

symptomatic illnesses, the major disasters, the
hustle and bustle and, of course, the immense,
pervading loneliness of the city.

Otto de Kat lives and works as a publisher and
novelist in Amsterdam. His book Man on the
Move (MacLehose Press, 2009) was the winner
of Holland's Halewijn Literature Prize.

Underground Time is a novel of quiet violence
– the violence of office-bullying, the violence
of the brutality of the city – in which our two
characters move towards an inevitable meeting.

The Book of Doubt
Tessa de Loo

Translated from the original
Dutch by Brian Doyle

Nominated by:
Openbare Bibliotheek Eindhoven,
The Netherlands
Stichting Bibliotheek.nl, The Netherlands
Openbare Bibliotheek Amsterdam,
The Netherlands
Even though he is the son of a Dutch mother,
Saeed has a Moroccan first name in memory of
the virtuoso oud player his mother fell in love
with twenty years ago. When she found out
she was pregnant, he ran off and returned to
Morocco. Saeed decides to look for his father,
in the hope of finding a new identity in a new
world.
His childhood friend Hassan accompanies
him. Back then they shared an imaginary land
which they both ruled. Now they only have
one starting point – a grocery shop in Fez.
From there they follow the trail of the oud
player. Saeed’s search sends him deeper into
disillusionment and into the arms of Islam,
where he tries to find something to hold on to.
But there is a disturbing presence. A seemingly
fictitious character from their imaginary past
infiltrates Saeed’s quest…
Tessa de Loo's novel The Twins has been
translated into 25 languages. She is the author
of In Byron's Footsteps. Tessa lives in south
Portugal and Paris and is one of the most
successful writers in the Dutch language.

Underground Time
Delphine de Vigan

Translated from the original
French by George Miller

Nominated by:
Katona József County Library,
Kecskemét, Hungary
Wojewódzka i Miejska Biblioteka
Publiczna, Lódz, Poland
Bibliothèque Municipale de Lyon, France
Everyday Mathilde takes the Metro, then the
commuter train to the office of a large multinational where she works in the marketing
department. But something happened a while
ago – she dared to voice a different opinion
from her moody boss, Jacques. Bit by bit she
finds herself frozen out of everything, with no
work to do.
Thibault is a paramedic. Every day he drives to
the addresses he receives from his controller.
He is well aware that he may be the only human
being many of the people he visits will see for
the entire day and is well acquainted with the
10

Delphine de Vigan is the author of several
novels. No and Me, (Bloomsbury 2010) was her
first novel to be published in English. It was a
bestseller in France, where it was awarded the
Prix des Libraires (The Booksellers’ Prize) in
2008, and was also a bestseller in Italy.

The Sisters Brothers
Patrick deWitt

Nominated by:
Toronto Public Library, Canada
Multnomah County Library, Portland, USA
Edmonton Public Library, Canada
Cape Breton Regional Library, Sydney, Canada
Winnipeg Public Library, Canada
Waterford City Libraries, Ireland
Calgary Public Library, Canada
Halifax Public Libraries, Canada
Réseau des Bibliothèques Publiques
de Montréal, Canada
Hermann Kermit Warm is going to die. Across
1000 miles of Oregon desert his assassins,
the notorious Eli and Charlies Sisters, ride –
fighting, shooting, and drinking their way to
Sacramento. But their prey isn't an easy mark,
the road is long and bloody, and somewhere
along the path Eli begins to question what he
does for a living – and whom he does it for.
The Sisters Brothers pays homage to the classic
Western, transforming it into an unforgettable
ribald tour de force. Filled with a remarkable
cast of losers, cheaters, and ne'er-do-wells
from all stripes of life-and told by a complex
and compelling narrator, it is a violent, lustful
odyssey through the underworld of the 1850s
frontier that beautifully captures the humor,
melancholy, and grit of the Old West and two
brothers bound by blood, violence, and love.
Patrick deWitt's writing has appeared in
several US magazines and anthologies. He is
the author of Ablutions and Help Yourself
Help Yourself. His second novel, The Sisters
Brothers won the Rogers Writers' Trust
Fiction Prize, the Govenor General Literary
Award and was shortlisted for the 2011 Man
Booker Prize. He lives with his wife and son in
Portland, Oregon.

The Language of Flowers
Vanessa Diffenbaugh

Nominated by:
Katona József County Library,
Kecskemét, Hungary
San Francisco Public Library, USA
Richland County Public Library, Columbia, USA
Pikes Peak Library District,
Colorado Springs, USA
The Victorian language of flowers was used
to convey romantic expressions: honeysuckle
for devotion, asters for patience, and red roses

for love. But for Victoria Jones, it’s been more
useful in communicating mistrust and solitude.
After a childhood spent in the foster-care
system, she is unable to get close to anybody,
and her only connection to the world is through
flowers and their meanings. Now eighteen and
emancipated from the system with nowhere to
go, Victoria realizes she has a gift for helping
others through the flowers she chooses for
them. But an unexpected encounter with a
mysterious stranger has her questioning what’s
been missing in her life. And when she’s forced
to confront a painful secret from her past,
she must decide whether it’s worth risking
everything for a second chance at happiness.
Vanessa Diffenbaugh was inspired by her
own experience as a foster mother to write The
Language of Flowers. After studying creative
writing and education at Stanford University,
Vanessa taught art and writing to youth in lowincome communities. She and her husband,
PK, have three children and live in Cambridge,
Massachusetts.

The Time In Between
Maria Dueñas

Translated from the original
Spanish by Daniel Hahn

Nominated by:
Biblioteca Municipal Central de Lisboa, Portugal
At age twelve, Sira Quiroga sweeps the
atelier floors where her single mother works
as a seamstress. By her early twenties she has
learned the ropes of the business and is engaged
to a modest government clerk. But everything
changes when two charismatic men burst
unexpectedly into her neatly mapped-out life:
an attractive salesman and the father she never
knew.
With the Spanish Civil War brewing in
Madrid, Sira leaves her mother and her fiancé,
impetuously following her handsome lover
to Morocco. However, she soon finds herself
abandoned, penniless, and heartbroken in an
exotic land. Sira reinvents herself by turning
to the one skill that can save her: her gift for
creating beautiful clothes.
As England, Germany, and the other great
powers launch into the dire conflict of World
War II, Sira is persuaded to return to Madrid,
where she takes on a new identity to embark
upon the most dangerous undertaking of her
career…
The Time in Between is the inspiring
international bestseller of a seemingly ordinary
woman who uses her talent and courage
to transform herself first into a prestigious
couturier and then into an undercover agent for
the Allies during World War II
Maria Dueñas holds a PhD in English
Philology and is currently a professor at the
University of Murcia. She has also taught at
American universities, is the author of several
academic articles, and has participated in
various educational, cultural, and editorial
projects. She is currently writing her second
novel.
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criminals plan bombings by day and celebrate
black masses by night. Every nation has its own
secret service, perpetrating forgeries, plots, and
massacres.
But what if, behind all of these conspiracies,
lies just one man?
Umberto Eco has written works of fiction,
literary criticism and philosophy. His first
novel, The Name of the Rose, was a major
international bestseller and he has since
published four other novels, along with many
brilliant collections of essays.

Jean Echenoz

Translated from the original
French by Linda Coverdale

Against Art

Nominated by:
Saint John Free Public Library, Canada
Calgary Public Library, Canada
Edmonton Public Library, Canada
Winnipeg Public Library, Canada

Translated from the original
Norwegian by James Anderson

Nominated by:
Bibliothèques Municipales de la
Ville de Genève, Switzerland

Paris, 1940. A brilliant jazz musician, Hiero,
is arrested by the Nazis and never heard from
again. He is twenty years old. He is a German
citizen. And he is black.

In Lightning Echenoz traces the notable
career of Gregor, a precocious young engineer
from Eastern Europe, who travels across the
Atlantic at the age of twenty-eight to work
alongside Thomas Edison, with whom he later
holds a long-lasting rivalry. After his discovery
of alternating current, Gregor quickly begins
to astound the world with his other brilliant
inventions, including everything from radio,
radar, and wireless communication to cellular
technology, remote control, and the electron
microscope.

Fifty years later, his friend and fellow musician,
Sid, must relive that unforgettable time,
revealing the friendships, love affairs and
treacheries that sealed Hiero's fate. From the
smoky bars of pre-war Berlin to the salons of
Paris – – where the legendary Louis Armstrong
makes an appearance – – Sid, with his
distinctive and rhythmic German-American
slang, leads the reader through a fascinating
world alive with passion, music and the spirit of
the resistance.

Echenoz gradually reveals the eccentric inner
world of a solitary man who holds a rare gift
for imagining devices well before they come
into existence. Gregor is a recluse – an odd
and enigmatic intellect who avoids women and
instead prefers spending hours a day courting
pigeons in Central Park.
Jean Echenoz won France’s prestigious Prix
Goncourt for I’m Gone (The New Press). He
is the author of five previous novels in English
translation and the winner of numerous literary
prizes, among them the Prix Médicis and the
European Literature Jeopardy Prize. He lives
in Paris.

The Prague Cemetery
Umberto Eco

Translated from the original
Italian by Richard Dixon

Nominated by:
Stadtbüchereien Düsseldorf, Germany
Katona József County Library,
Kecskemét, Hungary
Biblioteca Demonstrativa de Brasília –
Fundacao Biblioteca Nacional, Brazil
Nineteenth-century Europe abounds with
conspiracy both ghastly and mysterious. Jesuits
plot against Freemasons. Italian priests are
strangled with their own intestines. French
w w w.impacdublinaward.ie

Yvvette Edwards lives in the East End, and is
married with three children. A Cupboard Full
of Coats is her first novel.

Half-Blood Blues
Esi Edugyan

Lightning

Over the course of one searing weekend they
strip away the layers of the past to lay bare
a family drama full of jealousy and tragic
betrayal. Fuelled by Lemon’s sumptuous
cooking and intoxicating story-telling
the intensity mounts and dark secrets are
uncovered. But as Jinx’s life threatens to fall
apart for a second time, she finally begins to
believe that redemption may be within her
grasp.

Tomas Espedal

Nominated by:
Aarhus Kommunes Biblioteker, Denmark
Stavanger Bibliotek, Norway
In contemporary Norwegian fiction Tomas
Espedal’s work stands out as uniquely personal;
it can be difficult to separate the fiction from
Espedal’s own experiences. In that vein, his
novel Against Art is not just the story of a
boy growing up to be a writer, but it is also
the story of writing. Specifically, it is about
the profession of writing—the routines,
responsibility, and obstacles. Yet, Against
Art is also about being a father, a son, and a
grandson; about a family and a family’s tales,
and about how preceding generations mark
their successors. It is at once about choices and
changes, about motion and rest, about moving
to a new place, and about living.

Half-Blood Blues, the second novel by an
exceptionally talented young writer, is an
entrancing, electric story about jazz, race,
love and loyalty, and the sacrifices we ask of
ourselves, and demand of others, in the name
of art.

Tomas Espedal is the author of several novels
and prose collections. In 2009 he was awarded
the Norwegian Prize for literature.

Esi Edugyan has degrees from the University
of Victoria and Johns Hopkins University.
Her work has appeared in several anthologies,
including Best New American Voices 2003.
Her debut novel, The Second Life of Samuel
Tyne, was published internationally to
critical acclaim. She lives in Victoria, British
Columbia.

Nominated by:
Lincoln Library, Springfield, USA
Auckland Libraries, New Zealand
Veria Central Public Library, Greece
Serres Central Public Library, Greece
Stadtbüchereien Düsseldorf, Germany
Jacksonville Public Library, USA

A Cupboard Full of Coats
Yvvette Edwards

Nominated by:
Universitätsbibliothek Bern, Switzerland
For fourteen years Jinx has been haunted by the
brutal murder of her mother. Crushed by the
weight of loss and guilt, she is unable to move
on from memories of her childhood poisoning
her life and her relationships. The sudden
arrival of Lemon, an old friend of her mother’s,
changes everything. He wants to talk about
that night and he won’t leave until she’s shared
her story – her whole story.

The Marriage Plot
Jeffrey Eugenides

It’s the early 1980s—the country is in a deep
recession, and life after college is harder than
ever. In the cafés on College Hill, the wisedup kids are inhaling Derrida and listening to
Talking Heads. But Madeleine Hanna, dutiful
English major, is writing her senior thesis on
Jane Austen and George Eliot, purveyors of
the marriage plot that lies at the heart of the
greatest English novels.
Leonard Bankhead—charismatic loner, college
Darwinist, and lost Portland boy—suddenly
turns up in a semiotics seminar, and soon
Madeleine finds herself in a highly charged
erotic and intellectual relationship with him.
At the same time, her old “friend” Mitchell
Grammaticus—who’s been reading Christian
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mysticism and generally acting strange—
resurfaces, obsessed with the idea that
Madeleine is destined to be his mate.
Over the next year, as the members of the
triangle graduate from college and enter the
real world, events force them to reevaluate
everything they learned in school.
Jeffrey Eugenides is the author of the multiaward winning novel Middlesex and of The
Virgin Suicides, which was adapted into a
critically-acclaimed film by Sofia Coppola. He
is on the faculty of Princeton University, and
lives in Princeton, New Jersey.

Assumption
Percival Everett

Nominated by:
Hartford Public Library, USA
Ogden Walker, deputy sheriff of a small New
Mexico town, is on the trail of an old woman’s
murderer. But at the crime scene, his are the
only footprints leading up to and away from her
door. Something is amiss, and even his mother
knows it. As other cases pile up, Ogden gives
chase, pursuing flimsy leads for even flimsier
reasons. Ogden’s hunt leads him from the
seamier side of Denver to a hippie commune as
he seeks for the puzzling solution.
In Assumption, his follow-up to the wickedly
funny I Am Not Sidney Poitier, Percival
Everett is in top form as he once again upends
our expectations about characters, plot, race,
and meaning. A wild ride to the heart of a
baffling mystery, Assumption is a literary
thriller like no other.
Percival Everett is a professor of English at
the University of Southern California and the
author of sixteen books, including Wounded,
American Desert, Erasure, and Glyph. He
lives in L.A. and British Columbia.

Waiting for Robert Capa
Susana Fortes

Translated from the original
Spanish by Adriana V. López

Nominated by:
Wojewódzka i Miejska Biblioteka
Publiczna, Lódz, Poland
Artists, Jews, nonconformists, exiles. Gerta
Pohorylle meets André Friedmann in Paris in
1935 and is drawn to his fierce dedication to
justice, journalism, and the art of photography.
Assuming new names, Gerda Taro and Robert
Capa travel together to Spain, Europe’s most
harrowing war zone, to document the rapidly
intensifying turmoil of the Spanish Civil War.
In the midst of the peril and chaos of brutal
conflict, a romance for the ages is born, marked
by passion and recklessness . . . until tragedy
intervenes.
Already published to international acclaim,
Waiting for Robert Capa is an exhilarating
tale of art and love—and a moving tribute to
all those who risk their lives to document the
world’s violent transformations.
12

Susana Fortes is a native of Spain. Her novels
have been translated into almost twenty
languages, and she is the winner of numerous
literary awards, including the Premio Nuevos
Narradores, the Premio Primavera, the Premio
de la Crítica, and, for Waiting for Robert
Capa, the Premio Fernando Lara.

the Baptist, Pontius Pilate, and The Only
Witness to Beauty. He has received some
twenty literary and theatre awards.

All That I Am
Anna Funder

Nominated by:
The State Library of South Australia,
Adelaide, Australia
The State Library of New South
Wales, Sydney, Australia
When Hitler comes to power in 1933, a tightknit group of friends and lovers become hunted
outlaws overnight. United in their resistance to
the madness and tyranny of Nazism, they flee
the country. Dora, passionate and fearless; her
lover, the great playwright Ernst Toller; her
younger cousin Ruth and Ruth's husband Hans
find refuge in London. Here they take aweinspiring risks in order to continue their work
in secret. But England is not the safe-haven
they think it is, and a single, chilling act of
betrayal will tear them apart.
Some seventy years later, Ruth is living out her
days is Sydney, making an uneasy peace with
the ghosts of her past, and a part of history that
has all but been forgotten.
Anna Funder is the author of the international
bestseller Stasiland, which won the 2004
Samuel Johnson Prize and was published in
20 countries and translated into 16 languages.
She is the recipient of numerous awards, and
a former DAAD and Rockefeller Foundation
Fellow. Anna Funder grew up in Melbourne
and Paris and lives in Sydney with her husband
and family.

Kafka’s Friend
Miro Gavran

Translated from the original Croatian
by Nina H. Kay-Antoljak
Nominated by:
Gradska Knjiznica Rijeka, Croatia

Kafka’s Friend tells the powerfully emotional
story of the friendship between two writers
– Franz Kafka and Max Brod – and of the
women who determined their destinies. Love
and literature are constantly intertwined in the
lives of the sensitive heroes. The novel is set in
Prague in the period from 1903 to 1924, and
then during 1953 in Tel Aviv. The beginning
of the 20th century and the years immediately
subsequent to World War 1 are convincingly
described, while the biographies of the wellknown heroes – despite the extent to which
the factography is respected – present an
unexpected story in Gavran’s interpretation.
Miro Gavran is a contemporary Croatian
writer. His works have been translated into
thirty-five languages. Along with the collection
of short stories Small Unusual People, he
has written the novels Forgotten Son, How
We Broke Our Legs, Clara, Judith, John

The Dinosaur Feather
Sissel-Jo Gazan

Translated from the original
Danish by Charlotte Barslund

Nominated by:
Copenhagen Central Library, Denmark
Biology graduate Anna Bella Nor is just two
weeks away from defending her thesis on
the origin of birds when her supervisor Lars
Helland is found dead in his office, his severed
tongue lying on his bloodied shirtfront, a copy
of her thesis in his lap.
Police Superintendent Søren Marhauge
is assigned to unravel what appears to be
a multitude of intrigues in the Biology
Department of Copenhagen University.
Helland had been deliberately infected with
a rare parasite that only an expert in the field
would have access to. But when Anna Bella's
fellow graduate and close friend is also killed,
the murders seem to be linked not only to
the university but also to Anna herself. As
Marhauge investigates he comes up against the
vicious competition for academic success, dark
secrets from the past – all against the fabulous
backdrop of palaeontology's age-old mysteries.
Sissel-Jo Gazan is a biology graduate from
the University of Copenhagen. The Dinosaur
Feather is her breakthrough novel, having sold
in twelve countries already.

River of Smoke
Amitav Ghosh

Nominated by:
Hartford Public Library, USA
India International Centre
Library, New Delhi, India
The Ibis, loaded to its gunwales with a cargo of
indentured servants, is in the grip of a cyclone
in the Bay of Bengal; among the dozens flailing
for survival are Neel, the pampered raja who
has been convicted of embezzlement; Paulette,
w w w.impacdublinaward.ie
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the French orphan masquerading as a deckhand; and Deeti, the widowed poppy grower
fleeing her homeland with her lover, Kalua.
The storm also threatens the clipper
ship Anahita, groaning with the largest
consignment of opium ever to leave India
for Canton. And the Redruth, a nursery
ship, carries Frederick “Fitcher” Penrose, a
horticulturist determined to track down the
priceless treasures of China that are hidden
in plain sight: its plants that have the power
to heal, or beautify, or intoxicate. All will
converge in Canton’s Fanqui-town, or Foreign
Enclave: a tumultuous world unto itself where
civilizations clash and sometimes fuse. It is
a powder keg awaiting a spark to ignite the
Opium Wars.
Amitav Ghosh is the internationally
bestselling author of many works of fiction and
non-fiction, including The Glass Palace, and
is the recipient of numerous awards and prizes.
Ghosh divides his time between Kolkata and
Goa, India, and Brooklyn, New York.

Say Her Name
Francisco Goldman

Nominated by:
Public Library of Cincinnati &
Hamilton County, USA
Celebrated novelist Francisco Goldman was
barely two years into his marriage to the
beautiful young writer Aura Estrada when,
on their belated honeymoon, Aura broke her
neck while bodysurfing. Francisco was blamed
for Aura’s death by her family and, overcome
with guilt; he wanted to die, too. Instead he
wrote Say Her Name, a work that captured the
hearts of readers and reviewers across the globe.
Without pathos, Goldman brings his love back
to life. Say Her Name is a love story, a bold
inquiry into destiny and accountability, and
a tribute to Aura – who she was and who she
would have been.
Francisco Goldman is the author of three
other novels, The Long Night of White
Chickens, The Ordinary Seaman, and The
Divine Husband, and one work of nonfiction,
The Art of Political Murder. He is the director
of the Premio Aura Estrada.

Sarah Thornhill
Kate Grenville

Nominated by:
The National Library of Australia,
Canberra, Australia
Sarah Thornhill is the youngest child of
William Thornhill, convict-turned-landowner
on the Hawkesbury River. She grows up in the
fine house her father is so proud of, a strongwilled young woman who’s certain where her
future lies.
She’s known Jack Langland since she was a
child, and always loved him.
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But the past is waiting in ambush with its dark
legacy. There’s a secret in Sarah’s family, a piece
of the past kept hidden from the world and
from her. A secret Jack can’t live with.
Kate Grenville takes us back to the early
Australia of The Secret River and the
Thornhill family. This is Sarah’s story. It’s a
story of tangled secrets, a story of loss and
unlooked-for happiness, and a story about the
silent spaces of the past.
Kate Grenville is one of Australia’s finest
writers. She won the Orange Prize in 2001
for The Idea of Perfection. The Secret River,
published in more than twenty countries, was
awarded the Commonwealth Writers’ Prize,
and was shortlisted for both the Miles Franklin
Literary Award and the Man Booker Prize.

of the Karachi police. They fall in love. Their
love is unexpected, but the consequences are
not.
Our Lady of Alice Bhatti is a glorious story of
second chances, thwarted ambitions and love
in unlikely places, set in the febrile streets of
downtown Karachi.
Mohammed Hanif was born in Okara,
Pakistan, He has written plays for the stage and
BBC radio, and his film, The Long Night, has
been shown at film festivals around the world.
His first novel, A Case of Exploding Mangoes,
won the Commonwealth Writers' Prize for Best
First Novel in 2008.

Ed King

David Guterson

Nominated by:
Leipziger Stadtische Bibliotheken, Germany
In 1962, actuary Walter Cousins makes
the biggest mistake of his life. When mildmannered Walter – 'a man who weighs risk for
a living' – sleeps with the sharp-tongued, notquite-legal British au pair, Diane Burroughs, he
can have no sense of the magnitude of his error.
For this brief affair sets in motion a tragedy
of epic proportions, upending Sophocles's
immortal tale of fate, free will, and forbidden
desire. At the centre is Ed King, an infant
given up for adoption who becomes one of the
world's richest and most powerful men. But
beneath the sizzling story of Ed's seemingly
inexorable rise to fame and fortune is a dark
and unsettling destiny, one that approaches
with ever-increasing suspense as the book
reaches its shattering and surprising conclusion.
David Guterson is the author of the novels
Snow Falling on Cedars, East of the
Mountains and Our Lady of the Forest.
He lives in Washington State. Snow Falling
on Cedars was the winner of the 1995 Pen
Faulkner Award and was released as a film in
1999.

Our Lady of Alice Bhatti
Mohammed Hanif

Nominated by:
Münchner Stadtbibliothek, Munich, Germany
The patients of the Sacred Heart Hospital for
All Ailments are looking for a miracle, and
Alice Bhatti is looking for a job.
It is only a few weeks since her release from
Borstal. She has returned to her childhood
home in the French Colony, where her father,
continues as part-time healer. It seems she has
inherited some of his gift. With guidance from
the working nurse's manual, and some tricks
she picked up in prison, Alice brings succour
to the thousands of patients littering the
hospital's corridors. In the process she attracts
the attention of a lovesick patient, Teddy Bunt,
apprentice to the nefarious 'Gentleman Squad'

The Art of Fielding
Chad Harbach

Nominated by:
De Bib Leuven, Belgium
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, USA
Pikes Peak Library District,
Colorado Springs, USA
Denver Public Library, USA
Houston Public Library, USA
Kansas City Public Library, USA
Free Library of Philadelphia, USA
Multnomah County Library, Portland, USA
San Francisco Public Library, USA
Henry Skrimshander, newly arrived at college,
shy and out of his depth, has a talent for
baseball that borders on genius. But sometimes
it seems that his only friend is big Mike
Schwartz – who champions the talents of
others, at the expense of his own. And Owen,
Henry’s clever, charismatic, gay roommate, who
has a secret that could put his brilliant college
career in jeopardy.
Pella, the 23-year-old daughter of the college
president, has returned home after a failed
marriage, determined to get her life in order.
Only to find her father, a confirmed bachelor,
has fallen desperately in love himself.
Then, one fateful day, Henry makes a mistake –
misthrows a ball. And everything changes…

13

Eligible Titles 2013
Chad Harbach grew up in Wisconsin, and
graduated from Harvard in 1997. He was
a Henry Hoyns Fellow at the University of
Virginia, where he received an MFA in Fiction
in 2004. He is currently the Executive Editor
of n+1, which he co-founded, and lives in
Brooklyn.

Remember Ben Clayton
Stephen Harrigan

Nominated by:
Houston Public Library, USA
Francis "Gil" Gilheaney is a sculptor of
boundless ambition, but bad fortune and
pride have driven him and his long-suffering
daughter Maureen into artistic exile in Texas
just after World War I. When an aging rancher
commissions Gil to create a memorial statue of
his son who was killed in action, Gil believes
it will be his greatest achievement. But as work
proceeds on the statue, Gil and Maureen come
to realize that their new client is a far more
complicated man than they ever expected, and
that he is guarding a secret that haunts his
relationship with his son even in death.
Stephen Harrigan is the author of seven
previous books of fiction and nonfiction,
including the novels Challenger Park and
the New York Times best seller The Gates
of the Alamo. He lives in Austin, where he
is a faculty fellow at the Michener Center
for Writers at the University of Texas and a
founding member of Capital Area Statues, Inc.

Gillespie and I
Jane Harris

Nominated by:
The State Library of Queensland,
Brisbane, Australia
1933, London. Harriet Baxter decides to put
straight, once and for all, the truth about
her life and the fate of an artist called Ned
Gillespie.
Decades earlier, Harriet arrives in Glasgow
in time for the International Exhibition.
A young art lover of independent means,
Harriet becomes friend and champion to the
up-and-coming painter Ned Gillespie. She is
embraced by his extended, somewhat troubled
family and soon becomes a fixture in their
lives. But when tragedy strikes the Gillespies,
Harriet's connection with them disintegrates
into mystery, deception and potentially lifechanging accusations.
Jane Harris was born in Belfast and brought up
in Glasgow. In 2007, she was shortlisted for the
British Book Awards Waterstone's Newcomer
of the Year and the South Bank Show Times
Breakthrough Award. Her debut novel, The
Observations, was short listed for the 2007
Orange Broadband Prize for Fiction. She lives
in London with her husband Tom.
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Into the Darkest Corner

Ten Thousand Saints

Nominated by:
Timaru District Libraries, New Zealand

Nominated by:
Consorci de Bibliotèques de Barcelona, Spain

Elizabeth Haynes

Catherine has been enjoying the single life for
long enough to know a good catch when she
sees one. Gorgeous, charismatic, spontaneous
– Lee seems almost too perfect to be true. And
her friends clearly agree, as each in turn falls
under his spell.
But there is a darker side to Lee. His erratic,
controlling and sometimes frightening
behaviour means that Catherine is increasingly
isolated. Driven into the darkest corner of
her world, and trusting no one, she plans a
meticulous escape. Four years later, struggling
to overcome her demons, Catherine dares to
believe she might be safe from harm. Until one
phone call changes everything.
This is an edgy and powerful first novel, utterly
convincing in its portrayal of obsession, and a
tour de force of suspense.
Elizabeth Haynes grew up in Seaford, Sussex.
She is the author of three novels, Into the
Darkest Corner, Revenge of the Tide and
Human Remains. She currently works as a
police intelligence analyst and lives in Kent
with her husband and son.

Long Time, No See
Dermot Healy

Nominated by:
Bergen Offentlige Bibliotek, Norway
Library for Foreign Literature, Moscow, Russia
Long Time, No See introduces us to the
unforgettable world of Mister Psyche in the
isolated coastal townland of Ballintra in the
north-west of Ireland. Recent school-leaver,
occasional worker, full-time companion and
Malibu-provider to Uncle Joe-Joe and his
friend, The Blackbird, Psyche is a boy on
the cusp of adulthood, undone by a recent
traumatic event.
Hanging out with men some fifty-plus years
his senior proves hazardous for Mister Psyche
when the appearance of a bullet-hole in Uncle
Joe-Joe’s window draws him into a series of
(mis)adventures which unsettle and bemuse.
Perhaps The Blackbird is losing it? Or perhaps
The General has decided to act on a decadesold grudge? Whichever way, as the paranoia
grabs a creeping hold of Uncle Joe-Joe, his
fragile world threatens to collapse. And it
is Mister Psyche who must digest this and
acknowledge the new world taking shape in
the old...

Eleanor Henderson

In the roiling, electrified streets of New York
City in the 1980s, Eliza, Jude, and Johnny
each show up wanting a place to hide—from
everything that has gone wrong, big and
small, in their short lives. These three, thrown
together by their parents’ mistakes and their
own, and by the accidental death of a teenage
boy, find their regrets transformed into a single,
covert mission. Possibility shines from every
neglected, graffitied surface. Possibility rings in
the hardcore music and seething energy of the
city’s underground scene. But as they pursue
the intoxicating promise of redemption and
new life, their secret threatens to crush their
alliance with its impossibly heavy burden.
Eleanor Henderson earned her MFA from the
University of Virginia in 2005. An assistant
professor at Ithaca College, she lives in Ithaca,
New York, with her husband and two sons.

Alice

Judith Hermann

Translated from the original German
by Margot Bettauer Dembo

Nominated by:
Universitätsbibliothek Bern, Switzerland
Leipziger Stadtische Bibliotheken, Germany
Stadtbibliothek Bremen, Germany
When someone very close to you dies your
whole life changes. Everything is different.
Alice is the central figure in these five interconnected narratives, which tell of her life at
times of loss. Suddenly it is no longer possible
to say what the person looked like, how he
spoke, cursed, smiled, how he lived his life.
Objects are left behind, books, letters, pictures
and every now and again you think you can
see them in a crowd. Judith Hermann tells of
days of transition, of waiting, of holding on
and letting go – and of how clear and dazzling
such days can sometimes be. Alice is a book of
extraordinary power and great literary beauty
from one of Europe's finest writers.
Judith Hermann was born in Berlin in 1970.
She is the author of The Summer House, Later
and Nothing but Ghosts, which have received
a number of literary awards including the Kleist
Prize. She lives and works in Berlin.

Dermot Healy is a poet, novelist and
dramatist. He lives in County Sligo and is
the author of A Goat's Song, Sudden Times,
and The Bend for Home. He has previously
won the Hennessy Award (twice), the Tom
Gallon Award, the Encore Award and the
AWB Vincent American Ireland Fund Literary
Award.
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Thessaloniki, 2007. A young Anglo-Greek
hears the life story of his grandparents for
the first time and realises he has a decision to
make. For many decades, they have looked after
the memories and treasures of people who have
been forcibly driven from their beloved city.
Should he become their new custodian? Should
he stay or should he go?
Victoria Hislop is a writer and journalist. She
writes travel features for the Sunday Telegraph,
the Mail on Sunday and Woman & Home.
Victoria lives in Kent with her husband, Ian
Hislop, and their two children.

The Dovekeepers
Alice Hoffman

Cold Eye of Heaven
Christine Dwyer Hickey

Nominated by:
Bergen Offentlige Bibliotek, Norway
Cold Eye of Heaven: the stunning new novel
from Christine Dwyer Hickey, bestselling
author of Last Train to Liguria.
Farley is dying and we are by his side. As his
mind begins to move back over his 75 years,
Farley takes us into his past and with the comic
wit of a true Dubliner unravels his life – its
loves, its losses and its betrayals – right in front
of our eyes.
'This stunning novel has as its core the pulsing
heart of love that drives the circulation of
every being... Extraordinary' – Independent on
Sunday
Christine Dwyer Hickey is an award-winning
novelist and short-story writer. Twice winner
of the Listowel Writers' Week short-story
competition, her bestselling novel Tatty was
chosen as one of the 50 Irish Books of the
Decade, longlisted for the Orange Prize and
shortlisted for the Hughes & Hughes Irish
Novel of the Year Award, for which her novel
The Dancer was also shortlisted. She lives in
Dublin.

The Thread
Victoria Hislop

Nominated by:
Liverpool City Library and
Information Services, England
Thessaloniki, 1917. As Dimitri Komninos
is born, a fire sweeps through the thriving
multicultural city, where Christians, Jews and
Moslems live side by side. It is the first of many
catastrophic events that will change for ever
this city, as war, fear and persecution begin
to divide its people. Five years later, young
Katerina escapes to Greece when her home in
Asia Minor is destroyed by the Turkish army.
Losing her mother in the chaos, she finds
herself on a boat to an unknown destination.
From that day the lives of Dimitri and Katerina
become entwined, with each other and with the
story of the city itself.
w w w.impacdublinaward.ie

Nominated by:
Cape Breton Regional Library, Sydney, Canada
Laramie County Library System, Cheyenne, USA
Nearly two thousand years ago, nine hundred
Jews held out for months against armies of
Romans on Masada, a mountain in the Judean
desert. According to the ancient historian
Josephus, two women and five children
survived. Based on this tragic and iconic event,
Hoffman’s novel is a spellbinding tale of four
extraordinarily bold, resourceful, and sensuous
women, each of whom has come to Masada by a
different path. Yael’s mother died in childbirth,
and her father, an expert assassin, never forgave
her for that death. Revka, a village baker’s
wife, watched the horrifically brutal murder
of her daughter. Aziza is a warrior’s daughter,
a fearless rider and an expert marksman who
finds passion with a fellow soldier. Shirah, born
in Alexandria, is wise in the ways of ancient
magic and medicine.
The lives of these four complex and fiercely
independent women intersect in the desperate
days of the siege. All are dovekeepers, and all
are also keeping secrets—about who they are,
where they come from, who fathered them, and
whom they love.
Alice Hoffman was born in New York City.
She has published a total of twenty-eight works
of fiction. Her work has been published in more
than twenty translations and more than one
hundred foreign editions. She lives in Boston.

The Stranger’s Child
Alan Hollinghurst

Nominated by:
Mestska Knihovna v Praze,
Prague, Czech Republic
Christchurch City Libraries, New Zealand
Library for Foreign Literature, Moscow, Russia
London Borough of Redbridge Libraries, England
San Diego Public Library, USA
Muntpunt, Brussels, Belgium
Veria Central Public Library, Greece
In the late summer of 1913, George Sawle
brings his Cambridge friend Cecil Valance,
a charismatic young poet, to visit his family
home. Filled with intimacies and confustions,

the weekend will link the families for ever, but
its deepest impact will be on George’s sixteenyear-old sister Daphne.
As the decades pass, Daphne and those around
her endure startling changes in fortune and
circumstance, reputations rise and fall, secrets
are revealed and hidden and the events of that
long-ago summer become part of a legendary
story, told and interpreted in different ways by
successive generations.
Powerful, absorbing and richly comic, the
Stranger’s Child is a masterly exploration of
English culture, taste and attitudes over a
century of change.
Alan Hollinghurst is the author of four
previous novels, The Swimming-Pool Library,
The Folding Star, The Spell and The Line
of Beauty. He has received the Somerset
Maugham Award, the James Tait Black
Memorial Prize for Fiction and the 2004 Man
Booker Prize. He lives in London.

The Map and the Territory
Michel Houellebecq

Translated from the original
French by Gavin Bowd

Nominated by:
Zentral – u. Landesbibliothek Berlin, Germany
Biblioteques de Barcelona, Spain
Artist Jed Martin emerges from a ten-year
hiatus with good news. It has nothing to do
with his broken boiler, the approach of another
lamentably awkward Christmas dinner with
his father or the memory of his doomed love
affair with the beautiful Olga. It is that, for his
new exhibition, he has secured the involvement
of none other than celebrated novelist Michel
Houellebecq.
The exhibition brings Jed new levels of global
fame. But, his boiler is still broken, his ailing
father flirts with oblivion and, worst of all, he is
contacted by an inspector requiring his help in
solving an unspeakable, atrocious and gruesome
crime, involving none other than celebrated
novelist Michel Houellebecq...
A poet, essayist and novelist, Michel
Houellebecq is the author of several novels
including, Atomised, Platform and Whatever.

The Reinvention of Love
Helen Humphreys

Nominated by:
Newfoundland & Labrador Public
Libraries, Gander, Canada
When Charles Sainte-Beuve, an ambitious
French journalist, meets Victor Hugo, a young
writer on the verge of fame, he finds himself
in a world of great passions, a world in which
words can become swords. But, to Charles’
surprise, he is more attracted to Victor’s longsuffering wife, Adèle. When the two lovers
create a scandale in Paris, Victor exacts his
price for betrayal.
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Set during the tumultuous reign of Napoleon
III, and sweeping from France to the Channel
Islands, to Halifax and back, The Reinvention
of Love draws a rich portrait of the old city,
where duels are fought in its parks and choleraridden bodies float in the Seine. Along its
narrow, crime-filled streets, noble families and
artists—Chopin, George Sand, Alexandre
Dumas—mix with ordinary citizens, still
restless with ideas of revolution. And towering
over all is the enormous talent of Victor Hugo,
who is quickly becoming the voice of France to
the world.

woodland, and as it pulls up, Lydia Wickham,
an uninvited guest, tumbles out, screaming that
her husband has been murdered.
In a pitch-perfect recreation of the world of
Pride and Prejudice, P. D. James elegantly fuses
her lifelong passion for the work of Jane Austen
with her talent for writing detective fiction.
P. D. James has won awards for crime writing
in Britain, America, Italy and Scandinavia.
She has received honorary degrees from seven
British universities, was awarded an OBE in
1983, and was created a life peer in 1991. In
1997 she was elected President of the Society of
Authors. She lives in London and Oxford and
has two daughters, five grandchildren and eight
great-grandchildren.

Helen Humphreys is an award-winning author
of five acclaimed novels, Coventry, The Lost
Garden, Afterimage, Leaving Earth and The
Frozen Thames. In 2009, Humphreys was
awarded the Harbourfront Festival Prize for
literary excellence.

The Lightning Field

The Summer Without Men

Child Wonder

Nominated by:
Stadtbücherei Frankfurt am Main, Germany
Bibliothèque Municipale Á Vocation
Regionale de Nice, France
André Malraux Public Library,
Strasbourg, France
Muntpunt, Brussels, Belgium

Translated from the original Norwegian
by Don Bartlett and Don Shaw

Siri Hustvedt

After Mia Fredricksen's husband of thirty
years asks for a pause – so he can indulge his
infatuation with a young French colleague – she
cracks up 'briefly', rages 'deeply', then decamps
to her prairie childhood home.
There, gradually, she is drawn into the lives of
those around her: her mother's circle of feisty
widows; the young woman next door; and the
diabolical teenage girls in her poetry class.
By the end of the summer without men, Mia
knows what's worth fighting for – and on whose
terms.
Provocative, mordant, and fiercely intelligent,
this is a gloriously vivacious tragi-comedy about
women and girls, love and marriage, and the
age-old war between the sexes.
Siri Hustvedt is the acclaimed author of
four other novels, The Blindfold (1993), The
Enchantment of Lily Dahl (1997), What
I Loved (2003) and The Sorrows of an
American (2008). She lives in Brooklyn, New
York, with her husband, Paul Auster.

Roy Jacobsen

Nominated by:
Stavanger Bibliotek, Norway
Dublin City Public Libraries, Ireland

Nine-year-old Finn and his mother find
comfort in each other’s company as they
struggle to get by in a working-class suburb of
Oslo. But when a half sister Finn never knew
joins the household, their familiar routines are
upset. Finn takes the girl under his wing over
an idyllic summer on an island in Oslofjord, but
he can’t understand why everyone thinks his
new sister is so different from other children.
Nor can he fathom his mother’s painful secret,
one that pushes them ever further apart. As
summer comes to a close, Finn must attempt
to grasp the incomprehensible adult world and
his place within it. Told in Finn’s irrepressible
voice, Child Wonder is a powerful and
unsentimental portrait of childhood.
Roy Jacobsen is one of the most celebrated and
influential contemporary writers in Norway. He
is the author of several works of fiction, most
recently The Burnt-Out Town of Miracles,
which was short-listed for the 2009 Dublin
IMPAC Award.

Death Comes to Pemberley
P.D. James

Nominated by:
Birmingham Libraries, England
The year is 1803, and Darcy and Elizabeth have
been married for six years. There are now two
handsome and healthy sons in the Pemberley
nursery, Elizabeth’s beloved sister Jane and
her husband, Bingley, live within seventeen
miles, the ordered and secure life of Pemberley
seems unassailable, and Elizabeth’s happiness
in her marriage is complete. But their peace is
threatened and old sins and misunderstandings
are rekindled on the eve of the annual Autumn
Ball. The Darcys and their guests are preparing
to retire for the night when a chaise appears,
rocking down the path from Pemberley’s wild
16

Heather Jessup

Nominated by:
Halifax Public Libraries, Canada
The Lightning Field follows the lives of Peter
and Lucy Jacobs from their post-war courtship
through marriage and child-rearing in the
suburbs. Though spanning four decades, the
book pivots on the events of a single day:
October 4, 1957. On this day, the Russians
launch Sputnik into orbit, the Avro Arrow-the most advanced jet plane of its time, whose
wings Peter Jacobs has engineered--rolls out
onto the tarmac to great ceremony, and, in a
nearby field, Lucy Jacobs is struck by lightning
on her way to the event. In the aftermath
of that day, Peter struggles with his wife's
hospitalization and recovery, the care of their
children, and eventually, the loss of his job.
Their children grow up in the sheltered culde-sacs of their Toronto suburb, troubled by
the disappointments of their parents' world,
yet drawn to the infinite possibilities inspired
by Laika the space dog and the mysteries of
the Hardy Boys and Nancy Drew. If so much
of what their parents hoped for in life seemed
ultimately out of reach, how will this next
generation of dreamers find their way?
Heather Jessup grew up in Vancouver and now
lives in Halifax. She is currently a doctoral
candidate at the University of Toronto and
a creative writing instructor at Dalhousie
University. Her fiction, poetry and reviews
have been published in literary journals
across Canada and in the United States. The
Lightning Field is her first novel.

Hell is Empty
Craig Johnson

Nominated by:
Laramie County Library System, Cheyenne, USA
Well-read and world-weary, Sheriff Walt
Longmire has been maintaining order in
Wyoming's Absaroka County for more than
thirty years, but in this riveting seventh outing,
he is pushed to his limits. Raynaud Shade, an
adopted Crow Indian, has just confessed to
murdering a boy ten years ago and burying
him deep within the Big Horn Mountains.
After transporting Shade and a group of other
w w w.impacdublinaward.ie
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convicted murderers through a snowstorm,
Walt is informed by the FBI that the body
is buried in his jurisdiction-and the victim's
name is White Buffalo. Guided only by Indian
mysticism and a battered paperback of Dante's
Inferno, Walt pursues Shade and his fellow
escapees into the icy hell of the Cloud Peak
Wilderness Area, cheating death to ensure that
justice-both civil and spiritual-is served.
Craig Johnson is the author of eight novels in
the Walt Longmire mystery series, which has
garnered popular and critical acclaim and have
now been adapted for television in the series
Longmire on A&E. Johnson lives in Ucross,
Wyoming, population twenty-five.

Five Bells

When She Woke

Nominated by:
The State Library of New South
Wales, Sydney, Australia

Nominated by:
Denver Public Library, USA

Gail Jones

On a radiant day in Sydney, four people
converge on Circular Quay, site of the iconic
Opera House and the Sydney Harbour Bridge.
Each of the four is haunted by memories of the
past: Ellie is preoccupied by her experiences
as a girl, James by a tragedy for which he
feels responsible, Catherine by the loss of her
beloved brother in Dublin and Pei Xing by
her imprisonment during China's Cultural
Revolution. Told over the course of a single
Saturday, Five Bells describes vividly four lives
which chime and resonate. By night-time, when
Sydney is drenched in a rainstorm, each life has
been transformed.
Gail Jones lives in Sydney and teaches at
the University of Western Sydney. She is the
author of two collections of short stories and
five novels including Sixty Lights which was
longlisted for the Man Booker Prize, Dreams
of Speaking which was shortlisted for the 2008
International IMPAC Dublin Literary Award
and longlisted for the Orange Prize, and Sorry
which was longlisted for the Orange Prize.

Silver Sparrow
Tayari Jones

Nominated by:
New York Public Library, USA
Kansas City Public Library, USA

A World Elsewhere
Wayne Johnston

Nominated by:
Provincial Resource Library, St John's, Canada
A World Elsewhere has all the hallmarks
of Wayne Johnston's most beloved and
acclaimed novels: outsiders yearning for
acceptance, dreams that threaten to overpower
their makers, and unlikely romance. It is an
astounding work of literature that questions
the loyalties of friends, family and the heart.
At the centre of this story is a mystery: the
suspected murder of a child. This sweeping
tale immerses us in St. John's, Princeton and
North Carolina at the close of the nineteenth
century. Landish Druken is a formidable figure:
broader than most doorways, quick-witted and
sharp-tongued. As a student at Princeton, he
is befriended by George Vanderluyden, son of
one of the wealthiest men in America. Years
later, when Landish and his adopted son turn
to Vanderluyden for help, he invites them to his
self-constructed castle and pulls them into his
web of lies and deceit.
Wayne Johnston was born and raised in the St.
John's area of Newfoundland. His nationally
bestselling novels include The Custodian of
Paradise, The Navigator of New York and The
Colony of Unrequited Dreams, which was an
international bestseller and will be made into a
film. He lives in Toronto.
w w w.impacdublinaward.ie

With the opening line of Silver Sparrow,
“My father, James Witherspoon, is a
bigamist,”Tayari Jones unveils a breathtaking
story about a man’s deception, a family’s
complicity, and the two teenage girls caught in
the middle.
It is the story of two sisters, Dana Lynn Yarbor
and Bunny Chaurisse Witherspoon. Though
they live in the same city, the sisters have
different last names and lead very different
lives. The one thing they share is their father,
James Witherspoon, but even the way they
know him is very different. And while Dana,
who narrates the opening, knows that she is
not James’ only daughter – that her mother is
not James’ only wife – Chaurisse does not. And
when these two secret sisters find each other
and become friends, they lose as much as they
gain in the process.
Tayari Jones has written for McSweeney’s,
the New York Times, and the Believer. Her
previous novels are Leaving Atlanta and The
Untelling, winner of the Lillian C. Smith
Award. Jones holds degrees from Spelman
College, Arizona State University, and the
University of Iowa. She serves on the MFA
faculty at Rutgers-Newark.

Hillary Jordan

Hannah Payne’s life has been devoted to church
and family. But after she’s convicted of murder,
she awakens in a new body to a nightmarish
new life. She finds herself lying on a table in
a bare room, covered only by a paper gown;
with cameras broadcasting her every move to
millions at home, for whom observing new
Chromes – criminals whose skin colour has
been genetically altered to match the class of
their crime – is a sinister form of entertainment.
Hannah is a Red for the crime of murder. The
victim, says the State of Texas, was her unborn
child, and Hannah is determined to protect
the identity of the father, a public figure with
whom she shared a fierce and forbidden love.
In seeking a path to safety in an alien and
hostile world, Hannah unknowingly embarks
on a journey of self-discovery that forces her to
question the values she once held true and the
righteousness of a country that politicizes faith
and love.
Hillary Jordan’s first novel, Mudbound,
received many awards – the 2006 Bellwether
Prize for fiction, awarded by Barbara
Kingsolver, and an Alex Award, from the
American Library Association. She grew up
in Texas and Oklahoma and lives in New York
City.

Dagny or a Love Feast
Zurab Karumidze

Nominated by:
National Parliamentary Library of
Georgia, Tbilisi, Georgia
As the title suggests, there are two contrasting
stories unfolding in this novel:
One is of the Norwegian poetess and dramatist
Dagny Juel (1867-1901) – a beautiful, artistic,
creative woman, whose errant life brings her to
a totally foreign country, where she dies falling
victim to deranged male fantasies.
The other story is a phantasmagoric mixture
of religious mysticism and eroticism, mythic
origins of arts and politics. It is a play with
various cultural themes, both primitive and
highly developed, traversing such extremes as
Shamanic Art and Bach’s Art of the Fugue,
Gnosticism and Modernist esthetics, Magic
and Linguistics…. This mix of themes and
ideas is rendered in a story of a so called Agape
– the Love Feast – a half-religious half-artistic
event.
The topos where the Love Feast interacts/
intersects with reality is a city of limitless
feasting and wine-crazed discussion – – Tiflis.
Zurab Karumidze got a degree in English
Language and Literature from Tbilisi State
University. His publications include Opera
(1998), The Winedark Sea (2000) and Of
Goats and Men (2003) and essays on culture,
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collective memory and national narratives. His
book on the history of jazz music – The Life of
Jazz – came out in 2009.

Pigeon English
Stephen Kelman

Nominated by:
Newcastle City Library, England
Newly arrived from Ghana with his mother and
older sister, Harrison Opoku lives on the ninth
floor of a block of flats on a London housing
estate. The (second) best runner in the whole
of Year 7, Harri races through his new life in
his personalised trainers – the Adidas stripes
drawn on in marker pen – unaware of the
danger growing around him.
But when a boy is knifed to death on the high
street and a police appeal for witnesses draws
only silence, Harri decides to start a murder
investigation of his own. In doing so, he
unwittingly breaks the fragile web his mother
has spun around her family to keep them safe.
Harri will come face to face with the very real
dangers surrounding him.
Stephen Kelman was born in Luton, England.
After finishing his degree he worked variously
as a warehouse operative, a care worker,
and in marketing and local government
administration. He decided to pursue his
writing seriously in 2005, and has completed
several feature screenplays since then. Pigeon
English is his first novel.

11/22/63
Stephen King

Nominated by:
Stadt Bibliothek Salzburg, Austria
In this brilliantly conceived tour de force,
Stephen King takes readers on an incredible
journey into the past and the possibility of
altering it.
It begins with Jake Epping, a thirty-five-yearold English teacher in Lisbon Falls, Maine.
He asks his students to write about an event
that changed their lives, and one essay blows
him away—a gruesome, harrowing story
about the night more than fifty years ago
when Harry Dunning’s father came home and
killed his mother, his sister, and his brother
with a sledgehammer. Reading the essay is
a watershed moment for Jake, his life—like
Harry’s, like America’s in 1963—turning on a
dime. Not much later his friend Al, who owns
the local diner, divulges a secret: his storeroom
is a portal to the past, a particular day in 1958.
And Al enlists Jake to take over the mission
that has become his obsession—to prevent the
Kennedy assassination.
Stephen King is the author of more than
fifty books, all of them worldwide bestsellers.
11/22/63 was named a top ten book of 2011 by
The New York Times Book Review and won
the Los Angeles Times Prize for Mystery/
Thriller. He lives in Bangor, Maine, with his
wife, novelist Tabitha King.

Lars Kepler

Translated from the original
Swedish by Ann Long
Nominated by:
The National Library Service,
Bridgetown, Barbados

It’s the sort of work that Bark has sworn he
would never do again—ethically dubious and
psychically scarring. When he breaks his
promise and hypnotizes the victim, a long and
terrifying chain of events begins to unfurl.
Lars Kepler is the pseudonym for a literary
couple who live and write in Sweden. Their
novels, including The Nightmare and The
Hypnotist, have been number-one bestsellers
in more than a dozen countries, including
France, Spain, Germany, Italy, Holland, and
Denmark.
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Andrew Krivak is the author of A Long
Retreat: In Search of a Religious Life, a
memoir about his eight years in the Jesuit
Order, and editor of The Letters of William
Carlos Williams to Edgar Irving Williams,
1902-1912, which received the Louis L. Martz
Prize. The grandson of Slovak immigrants,
Krivak grew up in Pennsylvania, has lived in
London, and now lives with his wife and three
children in Massachusetts. The Sojourn is his
first novel.

The Return
Dany Laferrière

Translated from the original
French by David Homel

Nominated by:
Halifax Public Libraries, Canada
At age 23, the narrator, Dany, hurriedly left
behind the stifling heat of Port-au-Prince for
the unending winter of Montreal. It was 1976,
and Baby Doc Duvalier’s regime had just killed
one of his journalist colleagues. Thirty-three
years later, a telephone call informs Dany of his
father’s death in New York. Windsor Laferrière
had fled Haiti in the 1960s, fearing persecution
for his political activities. After the funeral,
Dany plans to return his father to Baradères,
the village in Haiti where he was born. It is not
the body he will take, but the spirit.
How does one return from exile? In acutely
observed details, Dany reveals his affection
for his father and for the land of his birth. The
Return blends the gritty reality of daily life
with the lush sensuality and ecstatic mystery
that underlie Haitian culture.

The Hypnotist

In the frigid clime of Tumba, Sweden, a
gruesome triple homicide attracts the interest of
Detective Inspector Joona Linna, who demands
to investigate the murders. The killer is still at
large, and there’s only one surviving witness—
the boy whose family was killed before his eyes.
Whoever committed the crimes wanted this
boy to die: he’s suffered more than one hundred
knife wounds and lapsed into a state of shock.
Desperate for information, Linna sees only one
option: hypnotism. He enlists Dr. Erik Maria
Bark to mesmerize the boy, hoping to discover
the killer through his eyes.

though replete with evocative historical detail,
The Sojourn will join the ranks of the great
classic fiction of World War One.

Dany Laferrière worked as a journalist in his
native Haiti during the notorious Duvalier
regime, immigrating to Canada in 1978 after a
colleague with whom he was collaborating on
a story was murdered. He is author of nineteen
novels and has won several awards. Originally
from Petit-Goâve, Haiti, he lives in Montreal.

The Dewey Decimal System
Nathan Larson

The Sojourn
Andrew Krivak

Nominated by:
Miami-Dade Public Library System, USA
Uprooted from a nineteenth century mining
town in Colorado by a shocking family tragedy,
young Jozef Vinich returns with his father to an
impoverished shepherd’s life in rural AustriaHungary. When war comes, Jozef is sent as a
sharpshooter to the southern front, where he
must survive the killing trenches, a perilous
trek across the frozen Italian Alps, and capture
by a victorious enemy. Strikingly contemporary

Nominated by:
Stockholm Public Library, Sweden
After a flu pandemic, a large-scale terrorist
attack, and the total collapse of Wall Street,
New York City is reduced to a shadow of its
former self. As the city struggles to dig itself
out of the wreckage, a nameless, obsessivecompulsive veteran with a spotty memory,
a love for literature, and a strong if complex
moral code (that doesn't preclude acts of
extreme violence) takes up residence at the
main branch of the New York Public Library
on 42nd Street.
Dubbed "Dewey Decimal" for his desire to
reorganize the library's stock, our protagonist
gets by as bagman and muscle for the New
w w w.impacdublinaward.ie
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York City's unscrupulous district attorney.
Decimal takes no pleasure in this kind of civic
dirty work. He'd be perfectly content alone
amongst his books. But this is not in the cards,
as the DA calls on Dewey for a seemingly
straightforward union-busting job.
Nathan Larson is best known as an awardwinning film music composer, having created
the scores for over thirty movies, such as Boys
Don't Cry, Dirty Pretty Things, and Margin
Call. The Dewey Decimal System is his first
novel. Larson lives in Harlem, New York City,
with his wife and son.

Hut of Fallen Persimmons
Adriana Lisboa

Translated from the original
Portuguese by Sarah Green

In this engaging, utterly absorbing and
brilliantly told novel, Penelope Lively shows us
how one random event can cause marriages to
fracture and heal themselves, opportunities to
appear and disappear, lovers who might never
have met to find each other and entire lives to
become irrevocably changed.
Funny, humane, touching, sly and sympathetic,
How It All Began is a brilliant sleight of hand
from an author at the top of her game.
Penelope Lively is the author of many prizewinning novels and short story collections for
both adults and children. She is a Fellow of
the Royal Society of Literature, and a member
of PEN and the Society of Authors. She was
married to the late Professor Jack Lively, has
a daughter, a son and four grandchildren, and
lives in Oxfordshire and London.

Nominated by:
Biblioteca Municipal Central de Lisboa, Portugal
Biblioteca Demonstrativa de Brasília –
Fundacao Biblioteca Nacional, Brazil
In a station of the metro in Rio de Janeiro,
where both live, illustrator Haruki and artisan
Celina meet by chance—and soon decide,
however improbably, to travel together to
Japan. Their shared destination: the famous
Rakushisha, or Hut of Fallen Persimmons,
where seventeenth-century haiku master
Matsuo Bashō once stayed. Their trip to Kyoto
provides a context for each to meditate on the
past, their feelings for each other, and questions
of cultural difference. Through a counterpoint
of narration and text, the pair’s losses and
struggles gradually unfold.
Bashō’s haiku brilliantly mold the novel’s
structure. Bashō’s translator in Brazil, readers
learn, is Haruki’s great unrequited love, and
Celina’s sad eyes conceal a tragedy in her
own life. In this exquisitely woven novel, the
characters’ every gesture, reflection, and selfrevelation are manifest.
Adriana Lisboa, born in Rio de Janeiro, is the
author of ten widely translated books, including
five novels and a collection of short stories. Her
books have been published in France, Italy,
Sweden, and Mexico, among other countries,
and she has translated into Portuguese such
authors as Cormac McCarthy and Marilynne
Robinson.

How It All Began
Penelope Lively

Nominated by:
Oslo Public Libraries, Norway
When Charlotte is mugged and breaks her
hip, her daughter Rose cannot accompany her
employer Lord Peters to Manchester, which
means his niece Marion has to go instead,
which means she sends a text to her lover which
is intercepted by his wife, which is just the
beginning in the ensuing chain of life-altering
events.
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literary novel; a feminist womaniser, sensual yet
incurably romantic, irresistible and exasperating
by turns, but always vitally human.
David Lodge's novels include Changing
Places, Small World, Nice Work, Thinks...,
Author, Author and, most recently, A Man
of Parts. He has also written stage plays and
screenplays, and several books of literary
criticism, including The Art of Fiction,
Consciousness and the Novel and The Year of
Henry James.

A Possible Madness
Frank Macdonald

Nominated by:
Saint John Free Public Library, Canada
Like many smallish and inelegant towns
that dot the coastlines and crossroads of this
country, Shean’s postwar, post-industrial
economy is in desperate disrepair, and the
lengths that some civic leaders will go to in
order to do “what’s best” for a town like Shean
sometimes requires a leap of faith that has
unintended consequences.
When a global corporation plans a daring
scheme to exploit the remaining coal from an
improbable source – and thus to secure Shean’s
economic future – politicians try to marginalize
the few voices of dissent.
Frank Macdonald is the award-winning
author of A Forest for Calum, and a longtime and award-winning columnist. He is an
accomplished writer of short stories, drama,
poetry and songs. His humorous, often satirical
columns in the Inverness Oran have twice been
anthologized; Assuming I’m Right in 1990
became a stage production that has toured
Nova Scotia and elsewhere in Canada.

A Man of Parts

The Borrower

Nominated by:
Biblioteka Publiczna m.st. Warszawy, Poland
Bibliothèque Municipale Á Vocation
Regionale de Nice, France

Nominated by:
LeRoy Collins Leon County Public
Library System, Tallahassee, USA

David Lodge

Sequestered in his blitz-battered Regent's
Park house in 1944, the ailing Herbert George
Wells, 'H.G.' to his family and friends, looks
back on a life crowded with incident, books,
and women. Has it been a success or a failure?
He recalls his unpromising start, and early
struggles. Arguing with himself about his
conduct, he relives his relationships with two
wives and many mistresses, especially the
brilliant student Amber Reeves and the gifted
writer Rebecca West, both of whom bore
him children, with dramatic and long-lasting
consequences.
Unfolding this astonishing story, David Lodge
depicts a man as contradictory as he was
talented: a socialist who enjoyed his affluence,
an acclaimed novelist who turned against the

Rebecca Makkai

Lucy Hull, a children’s librarian in Hannibal,
Missouri, finds herself both kidnapper and
kidnapped when her favourite patron, tenyear-old Ian Drake, runs away from home. Ian
needs Lucy’s help to smuggle books past his
overbearing mother, who has enrolled Ian in
weekly antigay classes. Desperate to save him
from the Drakes, Lucy allows herself to be
hijacked by Ian when she finds him camped
out in the library after hours, and the odd pair
embarks on a crazy road trip. But is it just Ian
who is running away? And should Lucy be
trying to save a boy from his own parents?
Rebecca Makkai’s stories have been
anthologized in The Best American Short
Stories 2008, 2009, and 2010, and have
appeared in Tin House, Ploughshares, The
Threepenny Review, and on NPR’s Selected
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Shorts. Makkai teaches elementary school and
lives north of Chicago with her husband and
two daughters.

The Larnachs
Owen Marshall

Nominated by:
Christchurch City Libraries, New Zealand
Timaru District Libraries, New Zealand
William James Mudie Larnach's name
resonates in New Zealand history – the
politician and self-made man who built
the famous 'castle' on Otago Peninsula. In
1891, after the death of his first two wives,
he married the much younger Constance de
Bathe Brandon. But the marriage that began
with such happiness was to end in tragedy.
The story of the growing relationship between
Conny and William's younger son, Dougie,
lies at the heart of Owen Marshall's subtle and
compelling new novel. The socially restrictive
world of late nineteenth-century Dunedin and
Wellington springs vividly to life as Marshall
traces the deepening love between stepmother
and stepson, and the slow disintegration of the
domineering yet vulnerable figure of Larnach
himself. Can love ever really be its own world,
free of morality and judgement and scandal?
Moving, thought-provoking and superbly
written, The Larnachs is a memorable piece of
fiction.
Owen Marshall is a novelist, short-story writer
and poet, who has written or edited over twenty
books to date. Awards for his fiction include
the New Zealand Literary Fund Scholarship in
Letters, fellowships at Otago and Canterbury
universities and the Katherine Mansfield
Memorial Fellowship in Menton, France.

The Girl in the Blue Beret
Bobbie Ann Mason

Nominated by:
Richmond Public Library, USA
Inspired by the wartime experiences of her
father-in-law, Bobbie Ann Mason has crafted
the haunting and profoundly moving story of
an American World War II pilot shot down in
Occupied Europe in 1944.
At twenty-three, Marshall Stone was a
confident, cocksure U.S. flyboy stationed in
England. But when enemy fighters forced his
plane to crash-land in a Belgian field during a
mission to Germany, Marshall had to rely solely
on the kindness of ordinary Belgian and French
citizens to help him hide from and evade the
Nazis. Decades later, restless and at the end of
his career as an airline pilot, Marshall returns
to the crash site and finds himself drawn back
in time, unable to stop thinking about the
people who risked their lives to save Allied
pilots like him. Most of all, he is obsessed by
the girl in the blue beret, a courageous young
woman who protected and guided him in
occupied Paris.
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Bobbie Ann Mason is the author of In
Country, Clear Springs, Shiloh & Other
Stories, and An Atomic Romance. She is the
winner of the PEN/Hemingway Award, and
was a finalist for the National Book Critics
Circle Award, the American Book Award, the
PEN/Faulkner Award, and the Pulitzer Prize.

Anatomy of a Disappearance
Hisham Matar

Nominated by:
Cork City Libraries, Ireland
Newfoundland & Labrador Public
Libraries, Gander, Canada
In Egypt, Nuri, a teenage boy, falls in love
with Mona – the woman his father will marry.
Consumed with longing, Nuri wants to get
his father out of the way – to take his place in
Mona's heart. But when his father disappears,
Nuri regrets what he wished for. Alone, he
and Mona search desperately for the man they
both love. Only for Nuri to discover a silence
he cannot break and unimaginable secrets his
father never wanted him to know.
Hisham Matar was born in New York in 1970
and spent his childhood in Tripoli and Cairo.
He has lived in London since 1986. His novel
In the Country of Men was short listed for The
Man Booker Prize 2006.

Twice Born

Margaret Mazzantini

Translated from the original
Italian by Ann Gagliardi

Nominated by:
Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di Roma, Italy
Waterford County Library, Ireland
An internationally bestselling, acutely moving
story set amidst the atrocities of the Bosnian
war, Twice Born masterfully plumbs the
depths of love, grief, and the all-consuming
power of motherhood.
Gemma hasn’t been back to Sarajevo in sixteen
years. She returns to teach her son Pietro about
the city of his birth and the father he never
knew. But the visit brings with it impassioned
memories of her love affair with Pietro’s father,
their determination to have a child whatever
the cost, and their deep connection to the city
even as war threatened to destroy it.
Brought to life by an unforgettable cast of
characters, Twice Born is a tale of the acts of
brutality and generosity that war can inspire,
and of the bonds of family fused in times of
crisis.
Margaret Mazzantini was born in Dublin and
now lives in Rome. She trained as an actress
but left the stage to concentrate on writing. Her
first novel, Don’t Move, won the prestigious
Strega Prize, and sold over 2 million copies.
Twice Born, has been made into a film starring
Penelope Cruz.

The Paris Wife
Paula McLain

Nominated by:
Regional Library of Karviná, KarvináMizerov, Czech Republic
Laramie County Library System, Cheyenne, USA
Chicago, 1920: Hadley Richardson is a quiet
twenty-eight-year-old who has all but given up
on love and happiness—until she meets Ernest
Hemingway and her life changes forever.
Following a whirlwind courtship and wedding,
the pair set sail for Paris.
Though deeply in love, the Hemingways are ill
prepared for the hard-drinking and fast-living
life of Jazz Age Paris, which hardly values
traditional notions of family and monogamy.
Despite their extraordinary bond, they
eventually find themselves facing the ultimate
crisis of their marriage—a deception that will
lead to the unravelling of everything they’ve
fought so hard for.
A heartbreaking portrayal of love and torn
loyalty, The Paris Wife is all the more poignant
because we know that, in the end, Hemingway
wrote that he would rather have died than
fallen in love with anyone but Hadley.
Paula McLain is the author of two collections
of poetry, a much-praised memoir called Like
Family (Little Brown, 2003), and one previous
and well-received novel, A Ticket to Ride. She
lives in Cleveland, Ohio with her family.

To Be Sung Underwater
Tom McNeal

Nominated by:
LeRoy Collins Leon County Public
Library System, Tallahassee, USA
Judith Whitman always believed in the kind of
love that "picks you up in Akron and sets you
down in Rio." Long ago, she once experienced
that love. Willy Blunt was a carpenter with
a dry wit and a steadfast sense of honour.
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Marrying him seemed like a natural thing to
promise. But Willy Blunt was not a person you
could pick up in Nebraska and transport to
Stanford. When Judith left home, she didn't
look back.
Twenty years later, Judith's marriage is hazy
with secrets. In her hand is what may be the
phone number for the man who believed she
meant it when she said she loved him. If she
called, what would he say?
To Be Sung Underwater is the epic love story
of a woman trying to remember, and the man
who could not even begin to forget.
Tom McNeal was born in Santa Ana,
California. He spent part of every summer at
the Nebraska farm where his mother was born
and raised, and after earning a BA in English
at UC Berkeley and an MFA in Creative
Writing at UC Irvine, he taught school in
the town that was the inspiration for his first
novel, Goodnight, Nebraska. Tom has been a
Wallace Stegner Fellow and a Jones Lecturer at
Stanford University, and his short stories have
been widely anthologized.

Foal’s Bread
Gillian Mears

Nominated by:
The State Library of New South
Wales, Sydney, Australia
The sound of horses' hooves turns hollow on
the farms west of Wirri. If a man can still
ride, if he hasn't totally lost the use of his legs,
if he hasn't died to the part of his heart that
understands such things, then he should go for
a gallop. At the very least he should stand at the
road by the river imagining that he's pushing a
horse up the steep hill that leads to the house
on the farm once known as One Tree.
Set in hardscrabble farming country and
around the country show high-jumping circuit
that prevailed in rural New South Wales prior
to the Second World War, Foal's Bread tells
the story of two generations of the Nancarrow
family and their fortunes as dictated by the
vicissitudes of the land.
Gillian Mears grew up in the northern New
South Wales towns of Grafton and Lismore.
Acclaim came early, with her short-story
collections and novels winning major prizes.
Her books include Ride a Cock Horse,
Fineflour, The Mint Lawn, The Grass Sister
and A Map of the Gardens.

Snowdrops
A. D. Miller

Nominated by:
Stedelijke Openbare Bibliotheek Gent, Belgium
Snowdrops. That's what the Russians call them
– the bodies that float up into the light in the
thaw. Drunks, most of them, and homeless
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people who just give up and lie down into the
whiteness, and murder victims hidden in the
drifts by their killers.
Nick has a confession. When he worked as a
high-flying British lawyer in Moscow, he was
seduced by Masha, an enigmatic woman who
led him through her city: the electric nightclubs
and intimate dachas, the human kindnesses
and state-wide corruption. Yet as Nick fell
for Masha, he found that he fell away from
himself; he knew that she was dangerous, but
life in Russia was addictive, and it was too easy
to bury secrets – and corpses – in the winter
snows...
A. D. Miller studied literature at Cambridge
and Princeton. From 2004 to 2007 he was The
Economist magazine's Moscow correspondent.
He is the author of the acclaimed family history
The Earl of Petticoat Lane. Snowdrops is his
first novel. He lives in London with his wife
and children.

Autumn Laing
Alex Miller

Nominated by:
The State Library of Victoria,
Melbourne, Australia
The State Library of South Australia, Adelaide
The National Library of Australia, Canberra
Autumn Laing seduces Pat Donlon with her
pearly thighs and her lust for life and art. In
doing so she not only compromises the trusting
love she has with her husband, Arthur, she also
steals the future from Pat's young and beautiful
wife, Edith, and their unborn child.
Fifty-three years later, cantankerous, engaging,
unrestrainable 85-year-old Autumn is shocked
to find within herself a powerful need for
redemption. As she begins to tell her story,
she writes, 'They are all dead and I am old and
skeleton-gaunt. This is where it began...'
Written with compassion and intelligence, this
energetic, funny and wise novel peels back the
layers of storytelling and asks what truth has to
do with it. Autumn Laing is an unflinchingly
intimate portrait of a woman and her time – she
is unforgettable.
Alex Miller’s novels have won numerous
awards, including the Miles Franklin
Award twice, for The Ancestor Game and
Journey to the Stone Country. His novels
include Conditions of Faith, Lovesong, and
Landscape of Farewell.

Pure

Andrew Miller

Nominated by:
Cork City Libraries, Ireland
Waterford County Library, Ireland
National Library of Estonia, Tallinn, Estonia
Paris, 1785. A year of bone, of grave-dirt,
relentless work. Of mummified corpses and
chanting priests. A year of rape, suicide, sudden
death. Of friendship too. Of desire. Of love…
A year unlike any other he has lived.
Deep in the heart of Paris, its oldest cemetery
is, by 1785, overflowing, tainting the very
breath of those who live nearby. Into their
midst comes Jean-Baptiste Baratte, a young
provincial engineer charged by the kink with
demolishing it.
At first Baratte sees this as a chance to clear the
burden of history, a fitting task for a modern
man of reason. But before long, he begins to
suspect that the destruction of the cemetery
might be a prelude to his own.
Andrew Miller was born in Bristol, England.
His first novel, Ingenious Pain, 1997 won the
James Tait Black Memorial Prize, the 1999
International IMPAC Dublin Literary Award,
and the Grinzane Cavour Prize in Italy. He has
since written four novels: Casanova, Oxygen,
The Optimists, and One Morning Like A
Bird.

A Cruel Bird Came to the Nest
and Looked In
Magnus Mills

Nominated by:
Tampere City Library, Finland
Far away, in the ancient empire of Greater
Fallowfields, things are falling apart. The
imperial orchestra is presided over by a
conductor who has never played a note, the
clocks are changed constantly to ensure
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that the sun always sets at five o'clock, and
the Astronomer Royal is only able to use
the observatory telescope when he can find
a sixpence to put in its slot. But while the
kingdom drifts, awaiting the return of the
young emperor, who has gone abroad and
communicates only by penny post, a sinister
and unfamiliar enemy is getting closer and
closer...
A Cruel Bird Came to the Nest and Looked
In is comic writing at its best – and it is
Magnus Mills's most ambitious, enjoyable and
rewarding novel to date.
Magnus Mills is the author of the Restraint of
Beasts, which won the McKitterick Prize and
was shortlisted for both the Booker Prize and
the Whitbread First Novel Award in 1998, and
of five other novels, including The Scheme for
full Employment, and of the story collection
Screwtop Thompson. He lives in London.

in the planning of the national capital and the
dream that it should be 'a city like no other'.
When her communist brother, Frederick, turns
up out of the blue after many years of absence,
she becomes concerned that he may jeopardise
her chances of becoming a diplomat. It is not a
safe time to be a communist in Australia or to
be related to one, but she refuses to be cowed
by the anti-communist sentiment sweeping the
country.

Erin Morgenstern is a writer and artist. Most
of her writings and paintings are fairy tales, in
one way or another. She lives in Massachusetts.

Frank Moorhouse was born in New South
Wales. He has written fiction, non fiction,
screenplays and essays and his work has been
translated into several languages. He was
made a member of the Order of Australia for
services to literature in 1985 and was awarded
an honorary doctorate from Griffith University
in 1997.

Auckland, June 1886. Ngati Wai chief Paratene
Te Manu spends long sessions, over three
long days, having his portrait painted by the
Bohemian painter Gottfried Lindauer. Hearing
of Lindauer's planned trip to England reminds
him of his own journey there, twenty years
earlier, with a party of northern rangatira. As
he sits for Lindauer, Paratene retreats deeper
and deeper into the past, from the triumphs
in London and their meetings with royalty
to the disintegration of the visit into poverty,
mistrust, and humiliation.

The Mark

Translated from the original
Macedonian by Milan Damjanovski

Nominated by:
St Clement of Ohrid, National and
University Library, Skopje, Macedonia

Cold Light
Frank Moorhouse

Nominated by:
The National Library of Australia,
Canberra, Australia
It is 1950, the League of Nations has collapsed
and the newly formed United Nations has
rejected all those who worked and fought
for the League. Edith Campbell Berry, her
vision shattered, comes back to Australia to
live in Canberra with Ambrose, her sexually
unconventional husband.
Edith has ambitions to become Australia's first
female ambassador, but while she waits for a
Call from On High, she finds herself caught up
22

Nominated by:
Auckland Libraries, New Zealand
Wellington City Libraries, New Zealand

Paula Morris was born in Auckland. She is
the author of three novels: Queen of Beauty,
Hibiscus Coast and Trendy But Casual; two
young adult novels, published in the United
States; a collection of short stories, Forbidden
Cities; and is the editor of The Penguin book
of Contemporary New Zealand Short Stories.
She lives in Glasgow.

This is the story of one sniper who becomes
aware that he is held in the sights of another.
This happens to be a woman, moreover a very
beautiful one. In a chess match they look
at each other, carefully studying their faces
through the gun sight. He`s the narrator and
she ‘listens’ to his story.

Blazhe Minevski is the author of the novels
Me, Lenin and Mickey Mouse, We Should
Have Taken a Photo before We Started
Hating Each Other, A Story about a Third
Party, The Mark and The Performers.

Paula Morris

'Morris' research is both thorough and
thoughtful... With its light, often wry tone,
much of the story-telling is amusing, albeit
desperately poignant.'

Blazhe Minevski

The story demonstrates the senselessness of
war. Like blind destiny, war erases all previous
existence, as if they were letters on the sand.
War brings back up questions about the
sense of life: what exalted ideals mean when
a moment comes when a sergeant can shoot a
soldier because he hesitates to pull the sniper’s
trigger and show mercy to his fellow man,
standing on the other side of the ‘conflict’.

Rangatira

Tyrant Memory

Horacio Castellanos Moya

The Night Circus
Erin Morgenstern

Nominated by:
Winnipeg Public Library, Canada
New Hampshire State Library, Concord, USA
Jacksonville Public Library, USA
Pikes Peak Library District,
Colorado Springs, USA
The circus arrives without warning. No
announcements precede it. It is simply
there, when yesterday it was not. Within the
black-and-white striped canvas tents is an
utterly unique experience full of breathtaking
amazements. It is called Le Cirque des Rêves,
and it is only open at night.
But behind the scenes, a fierce competition
is underway: a duel between two young
magicians, Celia and Marco, who have
been trained since childhood expressly for
this purpose by their mercurial instructors.
Unbeknownst to them both, this is a game in
which only one can be left standing. Despite
the high stakes, Celia and Marco soon tumble
headfirst into love, setting off a domino effect
of dangerous consequences, and leaving the
lives of everyone, from the performers to the
patrons, hanging in the balance.

Translated from the original
Spanish by Katherine Silver

Nominated by:
Biblioteca Daniel Cosío Villegas El
Colegio de México, México
The tyrant of Horacio Castellanos Moya's
ambitious new novel is the actual pro-Nazi
mystic Maximiliano Hernández Martínez –
known as the Warlock – who came to power
in El Salvador in 1932. An attempted coup
in April, 1944, failed, but a general strike in
May finally forced him out of office. Tyrant
Memory takes place during the month between
the coup and the strike. Its protagonist, Haydée
Aragon, is a well-off woman, whose husband is
a political prisoner and whose son, Clemente,
after prematurely announcing the dictator's
death over national radio during the failed
coup, is forced to flee when the very much alive
Warlock starts to ruthlessly hunt down his
enemies. The novel moves between Haydée's
political awakening in diary entries and
Clemente's frantic and often hysterically comic
efforts to escape capture. Tyrant Memory –
sharp, grotesque, moving, and often hilariously
funny – is an unforgettable incarnation of a
country's history in the destiny of one family.
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Horacio Castellanos Moya is a writer and a
journalist from El Salvador. He has published
ten novels, five short story collections and
a book of essays. His novels have been
translated into eleven languages; four of them
(Senselessness, The She-Devil in the Mirror,
Dance with Snakes, and Tyrant Memory) are
available in English.

1Q84 – Books 1, 2 and 3
Haruki Murakami

Translated from the original Japanese
by Jay Rubin and Phillip Gabriel

Nominated by:
Boston Public Library, USA
Limerick City Library, Ireland
Cape Town Central Library, South Africa
Münchner Stadtbibliothek, Munich, Germany
Stadtbüchereien Düsseldorf, Germany

tries to shield the girl from the truth about her
role as an angel of mercy. Moved by the pleas
of a young man crippled in an accident, she
breaks her golden rule of familial consent, and
in the recriminations that follow, Maria rejects
her and flees Sardinia for Turin. Adrift in the
big city, Maria strives as ever to find love and
acceptance, but her efforts are overshadowed by
the creeping knowledge of a debt unpaid, of a
duty and destiny that must one day be hers.

That Drowned is her first novel. She lives in
Quispamsis with her husband and two young
children.

Michela Murgia was born in Cabras, Sardinia.
Accabadora is her first novel and has been
awarded seven major literary prizes, including
Italy's prestigious Premio Campiello.

Six-year-old Niko Karaam has never known
a life outside civil war. He rarely leaves his
parents’ small apartment, and from its small
balcony he listens to the world outside tumble
down one building at a time. But after a car
bomb kills his pregnant mother, Niko is thrust
into a much wider and confusing world without
apartments or balconies, as he and his father
Antoine embark upon the open seas on an
impossible adventure in search of a new place
to call home. Throughout a twelve-year odyssey
that leads them across seven countries, young
Niko will have to choose between his swollen
faith in an increasingly God-like and unreliable
Antoine, and the pragmatic, hard-nosed
alternatives that will ultimately lead to a better
future.

The year is 1984. Aomame sits in a taxi on the
expressway in Tokyo.
Her work is not the kind which can be
discussed in public but she is in a hurry to carry
out an assignment and the driver proposes
a solution. She agrees, but starts to feel
increasingly detached from the real world as
a result of her actions. She has been on a topsecret mission, and her next job will lead her to
encounter the apparently superhuman founder
of a religious cult.
Meanwhile, Tengo is leading a nondescript
life but wishes to become a writer. He
inadvertently becomes involved in a strange
affair surrounding a literary prize to which
a mysterious seventeen-year-old girl has
submitted her remarkable first novel. It seems
to be based on her own experiences and moves
readers in unusual ways. Can her story really
be true?
Haruki Murakami was born in Kyoto in 1949
and now lives near Tokyo. He is the author of
many novels as well as short stories and nonfiction. His works include Norwegian Wood,
The Wind-Up Bird Chronicle, Kafka on the
Shore, After Dark and What I Talk About
When I Talk About Running. His work has
been translated into more than forty languages.

Accabadora
Michela Murgia

Translated from the original Italian
by Silvester Mazzarella
Nominated by:
Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale
Firenze, Florence, Italy
Bibliothèques Municipales de la
Ville de Genève, Switzerland

Formerly beautiful and at one time betrothed
to a fallen soldier, Bonaria Urrai has long held
covenant with the dead. Midwife to the dying,
easing their suffering and sometimes ending it,
she is revered and feared in equal measure as
the village's Accabadora. When Bonaria adopts
Maria, the unloved fourth child of a widow, she
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Niko

Dimitri Nasrallah

Nominated by:
Réseau des Bibliothèques Publiques
de Montréal, Canada

Dimitri Nasrallah’s Blackbodying (DC
Books, 2005), won the McAuslan First Book
Award and was shortlisted for the Grand
Prix du Livre de Montreal. His stories have
been published in Maisonneuve, Matrix, and
Danforth Review among others. A music
journalist and critic, he lives in Montreal.

The Town That Drowned
Riel Nason

Nominated by:
Saint John Free Public Library, Canada
Living with an eccentric little brother can be
tough. Falling through the ice at a skating
party and nearly drowning are grounds for
embarrassment. But having a vision and
narrating it to assembled onlookers? That
solidifies your status as an outcast.
What Ruby Carson saw during that fateful
hallucination was her entire town — buildings
and people — floating underwater.
Then an orange-tipped surveyor stake turns
up in a farmer’s field. Another is found in
the cemetery. The residents of Haventon
soon discover that a massive dam is being
constructed and that their homes will
eventually be swallowed by the rising water.
Suspicions mount, tempers flare, and longsimmering secrets are revealed. As the town
prepares for its demise, 14-year-old Ruby
Carson sees it all from a front-row seat.
Riel Nason grew up in New Brunswick. Her
short fiction has appeared in many literary
journals in Canada and in 2005 she was
awarded the David Adams Richards Prize from
the Writers’ Federation of New Brunswick
for a collection of short stories. The Town

The Second Coming
John Niven

Nominated by:
Aberdeen City Libraries, Scotland
God takes a look at the Earth around the time
of the Renaissance and everything looks pretty
good – so he takes a holiday. In Heaven-time
this is just a week's fishing trip, but on Earth
several hundred years go by. When God
returns, he finds all hell has broken loose:
world wars, holocausts, famine, capitalism and
Christians. Everywhere. There's only one thing
for it. They're sending the kid back.
JC, reborn, is a struggling musician in New
York City, trying to teach the one true
commandment: Be Nice! His best chance to
win hearts and minds is to enter American Pop
Star. But the number one show in America is
the unholy creation of a record executive who's
more than a match for the Son of God...Steven
Stelfox.
John Niven was born in Irvine, Ayrshire. He
has written for The Times, Independent, Word
and FHM among other publications. He is also
the author of the novella Music from Big Pink
and the novel Kill Your Friends.
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Duke

Rozlan Mohd Noor

Nominated by:
National Library of Malaysia,
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
A married man and the young woman
companion, he is planning to marry in
Thailand, are found dead in a car locked from
the inside, with gunshot wounds, during
Ramadan, on the DUKExpressway leading
out of the city. It looks like an obvious case of
murder/suicide to all but Inspector Mislan,
who is surprised by the amount of political
interference and pressure he gets to close the
case quickly, and at the attempts to frame him
up for the fall.
Another great Malaysian crime novel by
Rozlan Mohd Noor, with an ending that will
surprise even the most ardent fan of the genre.
Rozlan Mohd Noor was an officer with the
Royal Malaysian Police for 11 years. Even after
leaving the force, the evolution of crime scene
investigation (CSI), and the introduction of
technology continues to fascinate him. Initially,
he wrote crime stories to entertain friends.
Later, encouraged by them, he started working
on novels.

The Tiger’s Wife
Téa Obreht

Nominated by:
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, USA
Limerick City Library, Ireland
Oslo Public Libraries, Norway
Waterford City Libraries, Ireland
Boston Public Library, USA
Stadt Bibliothek Salzburg, Austria
Milwaukee Public Library, USA
San Jose Public Library, USA
LeRoy Collins Leon County Public
Library System, Tallahassee, USA
A tiger escapes from the local zoo, padding
through the ruined streets and onwards, to a
ridge above the Balkan village of Galina. His
nocturnal visits hold the villagers in a terrified
thrall. But for one boy, the tiger is a thing of
magic – Shere Khan awoken from the pages of
The Jungle Book.
Natalia is the granddaughter of that boy.
Now a doctor, she is visiting orphanages after
another war has devastated the Balkans. On
this journey, she receives word of her beloved
grandfather's death, far from their home, in
circumstances shrouded in mystery.
From fragments of stories her grandfather told
her as a child, Natalia realises he may have died
searching for 'the deathless man', a vagabond
who was said to be immortal. Struggling
to understand why a man of science would
undertake such a quest, she stumbles upon a
clue that will lead her to a tattered copy of The
Jungle Book, and then to the extraordinary
story of the tiger's wife.
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Téa Obreht was born in the former Yugoslavia,
emigrating to the US in 1997. Her short
story, The Laugh, debuted in The Atlantic
Fiction Issue and was then chosen for The Best
American Short Stories 2010, while her short
story, The Sentry appeared in the Guardian
Summer Fiction Issue. Her novel, The Tiger's
Wife, won the Orange Prize for Fiction 2011.
She lives in New York.

Emily, Alone
Stewart O’Nan

Nominated by:
Bibliotheken der Stadt Mainz, Germany
Universitätsbibliothek Bern, Switzerland
A bittersweet tale of love and longing from the
bestselling author of Last Night at the Lobster.
Once again making the ordinary and
overlooked not merely visible but vital to
understanding our own lives, Stewart O'Nan
confirms his position as an American master
with Emily, Alone. A sequel to the bestselling,
much-beloved Wish You Were Here, O'Nan's
intimate novel follows Emily Maxwell, a widow
whose grown children have long departed.
She dreams of visits from her grandchildren
while mourning the turnover of her quiet
Pittsburgh neighborhood. When her sister-inlaw and sole companion, Arlene, faints at their
favourite breakfast buffet, Emily's life changes
in unexpected ways. As she grapples with her
new independence, she discovers a hidden
strength and realizes that life always offers new
possibilities.
Stewart O'Nan is the author of ten novels,
including Snow Angels and A Prayer for
the Dying, as well as works of nonfiction,
including the bestselling book with Stephen
King on the Boston Red Sox, Faithful. Granta
named him one of the twenty Best Young
American Novelists in 1995. He lives with his
family in Avon, Connecticut.

The Cat’s Table
Michael Ondaatje

Nominated by:
Boston Public Library, USA
Ottawa Public Library, Canada
Edmonton Public Library, Canada
Richmond Public Library, USA
De Bib Leuven, Belgium
Miami-Dade Public Library System, USA
Calgary Public Library, Canada
In the early 1950s, an eleven-year-old boy
boards a huge liner bound for England – a
'castle that was to cross the sea'. At mealtimes,
he is placed at the lowly 'Cat's Table' with an
eccentric group of grown-ups and two other
boys, Cassius and Ramadhin. As the ship
makes its way across the Indian Ocean, through
the Suez Canal, into the Mediterranean, the
boys become involved in the worlds and stories
of the adults around them, tumbling from one
adventure and delicious discovery to another,
'bursting all over the place like freed mercury'.

And at night, the boys spy on a shackled
prisoner – his crime and fate a galvanizing
mystery that will haunt them forever.
Michael Ondaatje was born in Sri Lanka in
1943. In the 1950s he moved to England, and
went to school in south London. In 1962 he
emigrated to Canada, where he has lived ever
since. His books include his memoir, Running
in the Family, numerous collections of poetry,
and five novels – including The English
Patient which won the 1992 Booker Prize.

The Buddha in the Attic
Julie Otsuka

Nominated by:
San José Public Library, USA
Cleveland Public Library, USA
Milwaukee Public Library, USA
A gorgeous novel by the celebrated author of
When the Emperor Was Divine that tells
the story of a group of young women brought
from Japan to San Francisco as “picture brides”
nearly a century ago. In eight unforgettable
sections, The Buddha in the Attic traces the
extraordinary lives of these women, from their
arduous journeys by boat, to their arrival in
San Francisco and their tremulous first nights
as new wives; from their experiences raising
children who would later reject their culture
and language, to the deracinating arrival of
war. Once again, Julie Otsuka has written a
spellbinding novel about identity and loyalty,
and what it means to be an American in
uncertain times.
Julie Otsuka was born and raised in California.
She is the author of the novel When the
Emperor Was Divine and a recipient of the
Asian American Literary Award, the American
Library Association Alex Award, and a
Guggenheim Fellowship. She lives in New
York City.

Damned

Chuck Palahniuk

Nominated by:
Biblioteca Nazionale di Napoli, Italy
Thirteen-year-old Madison has problems:
she's overweight, ignored by her movie star
parents and in love with her adopted brother.
She's also dead. But not just dead. Madison is
in Hell. Chuck Palahniuk's latest, Damned,
takes us on Madison's journey through Hell,
as she navigates the Hillocks of Discarded
Nail Pairings and the River of Vomit, meeting
everyone from Charles Darwin to Marilyn
Monroe, with a colourful cast of characters
(damned for unspeakable acts, like wearing
white shoes after Labour Day), to determine
why she's really there, and whether she will be
damned for eternity. With witty, laugh-outloud prose, and a twist like only Palahniuk
can write, this dark comedic novel is sure to be
ranked among his best.
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Chuck Palahniuk is the author of eleven
previous novels including, Choke and Fight
Club. He is also the author of the non-fiction
profile of Portland, Oregon, Fugitives and
Refugees, and the non-fiction collection
Stranger than Fiction. He lives in the Pacific
Northwest.

Past the Shallows
Favel Parrett

Nominated by:
Linc Tasmania, Hobart, Australia
Hauntingly beautiful and told with an elegant
simplicity, this is the story of two brothers
growing up in a fractured family on the wild
Tasmanian coast. The consequences of their
parents' choices shape their lives and ultimately
bring tragedy to them all.
Harry and Miles live with their father, an
abalone fisherman. With their mum dead, they
are left to look after themselves. When Miles
isn't helping out on the boat they explore the
coast and Miles and his older brother, Joe, love
to surf. Harry is afraid of the water.
Everyday their dad battles the unpredictable
ocean to make a living. He is a hard man, a
bitter drinker who harbours a devastating secret
that is destroying him. Harry and Miles are too
young to leave home and so are forced to live
under the dark cloud of their father's mood.
Harry, the youngest, is the most vulnerable and
it seems he bears the brunt of his father's anger.

The Map of Time
Félix J. Palma

Translated from the original
Spanish by Nick Caistor

Nominated by:
Borgarbókasafn Reykjavíkur, Iceland
London, 1896. Andrew Harrington is young,
wealthy and heartbroken. His lover Marie Kelly
was murdered by Jack the Ripper and he longs
to turn back the clock and save her.
Meanwhile, Claire Haggerty rails against the
position of women in Victorian society. Forever
being matched with men her family consider
suitable, she yearns for a time when she can be
free to love whom she choses.
But hidden in the attic of popular author – and
noted scientific speculator – H.G. Wells is a
machine that will change everything. As their
quests converge, it becomes clear that time is
the problem – and to escape it, to change it,
might offer them the hope they need…
Félix J. Palma was born in Spain. A columnist
and literary critic, his short stories have
appeared in numerous publications and have
earned him more than a hundred awards. The
Map of Time won the prestigious University of
Seville prize for literature in 2008 and will be
published in more than thirty countries.
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Favel Parrett is a Victorian writer who loves
to surf in the Southern Ocean. In 2009 she
was the recipient of an Australian Society of
Authors Membership and has had a number
of short stories published in journals. Past the
Shallows is her first novel.

State of Wonder
Ann Patchett

Nominated by:
Multnomah County Library, Portland, USA
Richland County Public Library, Columbia, USA
The State Library of Queensland,
Brisbane, Australia
Dunedin Public Libraries, New Zealand
Denver Public Library, USA
San Francisco Public Library, USA
Among the tangled waterways and giant
anacondas of the Brazilian Rio Negro, an
enigmatic scientist is developing a drug that
could alter the lives of women for ever. Dr
Annick Swenson's work is shrouded in mystery;
she refuses to report on her progress, especially
to her investors, whose patience is fast running
out. Anders Eckman, a mild-mannered lab
researcher, is sent to investigate. A curt letter
reporting his untimely death is all that returns.
Now Marina Singh, Anders' colleague and
once a student of the mighty Dr Swenson,
is their last hope. Compelled by the pleas of
Anders's wife, Marina leaves the snowy plains
of Minnesota and retraces her friend's steps
into the heart of the South American darkness,
determined to track down Dr. Swenson and
uncover the secrets being jealously guarded
among the remotest tribes of the rainforest.

Ann Patchett is the author of six novels,
including Run and Bel Canto, which won the
Orange Prize for Fiction. State of Wonder was
shortlisted for the Orange Prize 2012. She lives
in Nashville, Tennessee.

Part of the Solution
Ulrich Peltzer

Translated from the original
German by Martin Chalmers

Nominated by:
Zentralbibliothek Zürich, Switzerland
It’s Berlin in the summer of 2003—sunshine
for weeks on end, weather to fall in love. And
that’s just what Christian Eich, the main
character in Ulrich Peltzer’s acclaimed novel
Part of the Solution, does; but that’s not all.
Christian Eich, a thirty-something freelance
journalist, is researching a story on the radicals
of the previous generation in Germany. His
path keeps crossing with Nele, a young member
of a left-wing group of student activists who
are resistant to the increasing control and
surveillance of all spheres of life by state and
commercial institutions. Not just a simple love
story, Part of the Solution is in fact a thriller
that leads from Berlin into the East German
countryside and finally to Paris.
Ulrich Peltzer lives in Berlin and has written
film scripts and five novels, including Stefan
Martinez (1995) and Bryant Park (2002). He
is the winner of several awards including the
Berlin Literature Award of the Preussische
Seehandlung Foundation (2008) and Spycher
Literature Award Leuk (2008).

The Invisible Ones
Stef Penney

Nominated by:
Dunedin Public Libraries, New Zealand
Rose Janko is missing. It has been seven years
since she disappeared, and nobody said a word.
Now, following the death of his wife, her father
Leon feels compelled to find her. Rumour had
it she ran off when her baby boy was born with
the family's genetic disorder. Leon is not so
sure. He wants to know the truth and he hires a
private investigator to discover it – Ray Lovell.
Ray starts to delve deeper, but his investigation
is hampered by the very people who ought
to be helping him – the Jankos. He cannot
understand their reluctance to help.
Why don't they want to find Rose Janko?
Stef Penney was born and grew up in
Edinburgh. Her first novel, The Tenderness of
Wolves, is a world-wide bestseller and prolific
award-winner. She lives in London.
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acknowledged as the Bard’s last great gift to
humanity... unless it’s their father’s last great
con. By turns hilarious and haunting, this
virtuosic novel, which includes Shakespeare’s
(?) lost play in its entirety, brilliantly subverts
our notions of truth, fiction, genius, and
identity, as the two Arthurs—the novelist
and the ancient king—play out their strangely
intertwined fates.

Born in Christchurch, New Zealand, Sarah
Quigley is a novelist, critic, and columnist.
Previous publications include three novels, a
collection of short fiction, a creative writing
manual, and two poetry collections. In 2000
she won the inaugural Creative New Zealand
Berlin Residency. Since then she has divided
her time between New Zealand and Berlin.

Arthur Phillips is the internationally
bestselling author of Angelica, The
Egyptologist, and Prague, which was a New
York Times Notable Book and winner of the
Los Angeles Times Art Seidenbaum Award for
First Fiction. He lives in New York with his
wife and two sons.

Half of the Human Race

Funeral for a Dog
Thomas Pletzinger

The Street Sweeper
Elliot Perlman

Nominated by:
The State Library of Victoria,
Melbourne, Australia
How breathtakingly close we are to lives that at
first seem so far away.
Recently released from prison, Lamont
Williams, an African American probationary
janitor in a Manhattan hospital and father of a
little girl he can't locate, strikes up an unlikely
friendship with an elderly patient, a Holocaust
survivor who had been a prisoner in AuschwitzBirkenau. A few kilometres uptown, Australian
historian Adam Zignelik, an untenured
Columbia professor, finds both his career and
his long-term romantic relationship falling
apart. Emerging out of the depths of his own
personal history, Adam sees, in a promising
research topic suggested by an American World
War II veteran, the beginnings of something
that might just save him professionally and
perhaps even personally. As these two men try
to survive in early twenty-first-century New
York, history comes to life in ways neither of
them could have foreseen.
Elliot Perlman is the award winning author
of bestselling novels and short stories, Three
Dollars, The Reasons I Won’t Be Coming,
Seven Types of Ambiguity and The Street
Sweeper. He lives in Melbourne.

The Tragedy of Arthur
Arthur Phillips

Nominated by:
Cleveland Public Library, USA
The Tragedy of Arthur is the tale of doomed
hero, Arthur Phillips, a young novelist
struggling with a con artist father who works
wonders of deception. Imprisoned for decades
and nearing the end of his life, Arthur’s father
reveals a treasure he’s kept secret for half a
century: The Tragedy of Arthur, a previously
unknown play by William Shakespeare.
Arthur and his twin sister inherit their father’s
mission: to see the manuscript published and
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Translated from the original
German by Ross Benjamin

Nominated by:
Stadtbibliothek Bremen, Germany
Journalist Daniel Mandelkern leaves Hamburg
on assignment to interview Dirk Svensson,
a reclusive children's book author who lives
alone on the Italian side of Lake Lugano
with his three-legged dog. Mandelkern has
been quarrelling with his wife (who is also
his editor); he suspects she has other reasons
for sending him away. After stumbling on a
manuscript of Svensson's about a complicated
ménage à trois, Mandelkern is plunged
into mysteries past and present. Rich with
anthropological and literary allusion, this
prize-winning debut set in Europe, Brazil,
and New York, tells the parallel stories of two
writers struggling with the burden of the past
and the uncertainties of the future.
Born in 1975, Thomas Pletzinger has won
several awards for his writing, including
fellowships and teaching positions at the
University of Iowa, New York University, and
Grinnell College. He lives in Berlin.

The Conductor
Sarah Quigley

Nominated by:
Auckland Libraries, New Zealand
Wellington City Libraries, New Zealand
Timaru District Libraries, New Zealand
In June 1941, Nazi troops march on Leningrad
and surround it. Hitler's plan is to shell, bomb,
and starve the city into submission. Most of the
cultural elite are evacuated early in the siege,
but Dmitri Shostakovich, the most famous
composer in Russia, stays on to defend his city,
digging ditches and fire-watching. At night he
composes a new work. But after Shostakovich
and his family are forced to evacuate, only Karl
Eliasberg – a shy and difficult man, conductor
of the second-rate Radio Orchestra – and
an assortment of musicians are left behind
in Leningrad to face an unendurable winter
and start rehearsing the finished score of
Shostakovich's Leningrad Symphony.

Anthony Quinn

Nominated by:
Tampere City Library, Finland
Liverpool City Library and
Information Services, England
Summer of 1911. The streets of London ring
with cheers for a new king's coronation and the
cries of increasingly violent suffragette protests.
Connie Callaway, fired up by the possibilities
of independence, wants more than the
conventional comforts of marriage. Spirited
and courageous, she is determined to fight for
'the greatest cause the world has ever known'.
Will Maitland, the rising star of county
cricket, is a man of traditional opinions. He
is both intrigued and appalled by Connie's
outspokenness and her quest for self-fulfilment.
Buffeted and spun by choice and chance, their
lives become inextricably entangled, even as
the outbreak of war drives them further apart.
This is a deeply affecting story of love against
all the odds.
Anthony Quinn was born in Liverpool in
1964. Since 1998 he has been the film critic of
the Independent. His first novel The Rescue
Man (2009) won the Authors' Club Best First
Novel Award.

Splithead

Julya Rabinowich

Translated from the original
German by Tess Lewis

Nominated by:
Stadtbibliothek Bremen, Germany
When seven-year-old Mischka and her family
flee the oppressive USSR for the freedom of
Vienna, her world seems to divide neatly in
two: there's life as she knew it before, and life
as she must relearn it now. But even as she's
busy dressing her new Barbie, perfecting her
German and gorging on fresh fruit, Mischka
is aware that there's part of her that can never
escape her homeland, with its terrifying
folktales, its insidious anti-Semitism and its
old family secrets. As her parents' marriage
splinters and her sister retreats into silence,
Mischka has to find her own way of living
when her head and her heart are in two places
at once.
There is darkness galore in this novel. But there
is also much comedy to be had in its twisted
enchanted tales.
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Born in St Petersburg in the early 1970s, Julya
Rabinowich moved to Vienna with her parents
in 1977 and has lived there ever since. She is a
critically acclaimed playwright and Splithead
is her first novel.

Incidents in the Life
of Markus Paul
David Adams Richards

Nominated by:
Ottawa Public Library, Canada
On a bright morning in June 1985, a young
Micmac man starts his first day of work—but
by noon he is dead, killed mysteriously in the
fourth hold of the cargo ship Lutheran. Hector
Penniac had been planning to go to university,
perhaps to study medicine. Roger Savage, a
loner who has had to make his own way since
his youth, comes under suspicion of killing
Hector over a union card and a morning’s work.
Even if he can’t quite put it into words, Roger
immediately sees the ways in which Hector’s
death will be viewed as symbolic, as more than
an isolated tragedy—and that he is caught in a
chain of events that will become more explosive
with each passing day.
David Adams Richards’ most recent novel
The Lost Highway, was shortlisted for the
Governor General’s Literary Award for Fiction.
His novel The Friends of Meager Fortune was
awarded the Commonwealth Writers’ Prize for
Best Book.

Miss Peregrine’s Home for
Peculiar Children
Ransom Riggs

Nominated by:
Newfoundland & Labrador Public
Libraries, Gander, Canada
A mysterious island. An abandoned orphanage.
And a strange collection of very curious
photographs.
It all waits to be discovered in Miss Peregrine’s
Home for Peculiar Children, an unforgettable
novel that mixes fiction and photography in
a thrilling reading experience. As our story
opens, a horrific family tragedy sets sixteenyear-old Jacob journeying to a remote island
off the coast of Wales, where he discovers the
crumbling ruins of Miss Peregrine’s Home for
Peculiar Children.
As Jacob explores its abandoned bedrooms and
hallways, it becomes clear that the children
who once lived here—one of whom was
his own grandfather— were more than just
peculiar. They may have been dangerous. They
may have been quarantined on a desolate island
for good reason. And somehow—impossible
though it seems—they may still be alive.

The Goat Woman of Largo Bay begins the
detective series featuring Shad, a bartender
in a fishing village in Jamaica, who is the
community problem solver and right hand of
Eric, an American who owns the bar and a
hotel left in ruins by a hurricane.

Karen Russell, a native of Miami, has been
featured in The New Yorker’s debut fiction issue
and on The New Yorker’s 20 Under 40 list,
and was chosen as one of Granta’s Best Young
American Novelists. Three of her short stories
have been selected for the Best American Short
Stories volumes. She is currently writer-inresidence at Bard College.

Nominated by:
Provincial Resource Library, St John's, Canada

The Goat Woman of Largo Bay

From award-winning author Edward Riche
comes an immensely readable and sharp novel
about "C"-list screenwriter and wannabe
vintner Elliot Johnson. With his life growing
more ruinous by the day – – his writing career
is on the rocks, his struggling vineyard is being
investigated by the feds, and his son, a former
child star, is in prison – – Elliot decides to do
what any self-respecting wine lover would do:
escape to France.

Nominated by:
Jamaica Library Service, Kingston, Jamaica

A brilliant work of searing satire, Easy to Like
showcases one of our most original authors at
his comic best.
Edward Riche is an award-winning author,
screenwriter, and playwright. Easy to Like is
his most recent novel. He lives in St. John’s,
Newfoundland.
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Nominated by:
Lincoln Library, Springfield, USA
New York Public Library, USA

Gillian Royes

A spine-tingling fantasy illustrated with
haunting vintage photography, Miss Peregrine’s
Home for Peculiar Children will delight adults,
teens, and anyone who relishes an adventure in
the shadows.
Ransom Riggs is a filmmaker, photographer,
blogger and writer living in Los Angeles.

Alas, fate has other things in store. Stranded in
Canada by an expired passport, he is strongly
encouraged to remain there due to his bit part
in a growing Hollywood scandal. Deciding that
Toronto may just be the perfectly engineered
city in which to lay low, Elliot kills time by
bluffing his way to the top of the Canadian
Broadcasting Corporation.

Karen Russell

Thirteen-year-old Ava Bigtree has lived her
entire life at Swamplandia!, her family’s island
home and gator-wrestling theme park in the
Florida Everglades. But when illness fells Ava’s
mother, the park’s indomitable headliner,
the family is plunged into chaos; her father
withdraws, her sister falls in love with a spooky
character known as the Dredgeman, and her
brilliant big brother, Kiwi, defects to a rival
park called The World of Darkness. As Ava sets
out on a mission through the magical swamps
to save them all, we are drawn into a lush and
bravely imagined debut that takes us to the
shimmering edge of reality.

Easy to Like
Edward Riche

Swamplandia!

When Shad sees movement on the island
offshore, he thinks it’s just a goat. But it turns
out to be Simone, an American who has run
away from her professional and personal life in
the U.S., an intriguing woman who captures
Eric's heart. Always keeping his ear to the
ground, Shad discovers that a gunshot heard
near Simone’s place late one night isn’t exactly
friendly fire, but tied to a plot to harm Simone
and ultimately manipulate local elections. But
why does someone want to harm Simone? And
what does she have to do with the elections?
Only Shad can find out.
Gillian Royes was born in Kingston, Jamaica.
She is the author of The Goat Woman of
Largo Bay, Business Is Good, and Sexcess:
The New Gender Rules at Work. She lives in
the U.S. Virgin Islands.

Doc

Mary Doria Russell

Nominated by:
Dunedin Public Libraries, New Zealand
Born to the life of a Southern gentleman, Dr.
John Henry Holliday arrives on the Texas
frontier hoping that the dry air and sunshine of
the West will restore him to health. Soon, with
few job prospects, Doc Holliday is gambling
professionally with his partner, Mária Katarina
Harony, a high-strung, classically educated
Hungarian whore. In search of high-stakes
poker, the couple hits the saloons of Dodge
City. And that is where the unlikely friendship
of Doc Holliday and a fearless lawman named
Wyatt Earp begins— before the gunfight at
the O.K. Corral links their names forever in
American frontier mythology—when neither
man wanted fame or deserved notoriety.
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Mary Doria Russell is the author of The
Sparrow, Children of God, A Thread of Grace
and Dreamers of the Day. Her novels have
won nine national and international literary
awards, including the Arthur C. Clarke Award,
the James Tiptree Award, and the American
Library Association Readers Choice Award.
She lives in Cleveland, Ohio.

and children alike to work punishing hours in
workshops to provide supplies for the German
military.

Adam and Evelyn

Steve Sem-Sandberg was born in Oslo in
1958, and now divides his time between
Vienna and Stockholm. He is a literary critic
and translator as well as a prize-winning
novelist. The Emperor of Lies is a bestseller
in Scandinavia and won the August Prize, the
Swedish equivalent of the Man Booker Prize,
in 2009.

Ingo Schulze

Translated from the original
German by John E. Woods

Nominated by:
Universitäts-und Landesbibliothek
Bonn, Germany
A wobbling Hungary has just opened its
borders to Austria enabling a flood of refugees
to escape, the Berlin Wall is on the cusp of
falling, and, yet, seemingly sheltered from
this onrushing new world in their idyllic
East German home are Adam, a tailor and
dressmaker who enjoys a life of dressing (and
undressing) his appreciative clientele, and
Evelyn, Adam’s restless girlfriend.
Evelyn returns home one day to find Adam
sleeping with one of his customers. Calmly, but
quickly, Evelyn packs her belongings and runs
off to Hungary on a vacation she had originally
planned to take with Adam. Accompanying
Evelyn on her journey is her friend Simone and
Michael, Simone’s West German cousin. In
hot pursuit, however, to everyone’s surprise or
dismay, is Adam.
Upending our expectations from the start,
Adam and Evelyn is a deceptively simple love
story.
Ingo Schulze’s first book, 33 Moments of
Happiness, won two prestigious German
literary awards, the Alfred Döblin Prize and
the Ernst Willner Prize for Literature. In
2007 he was awarded both the Leipzig Book
Fair Prize and the Thuringia Literature Prize.
He is a member of the German Academy for
Language and Literature and lives in Berlin.

The Emperor of Lies
Steve Sem-Sandberg

Translated from the original
Swedish by Sarah Death

Nominated by:
Wojewódzka i Miejska Biblioteka
Publiczna, Lódz, Poland
In February 1940 the Nazis established what
would become the second largest Jewish ghetto
in Poland, in the city of Lodz. A wire fence
was built around the Old City, completely
separating Jewish families, some quarter of a
million people, from the rest of the population.
The ghetto's chosen leader was Mordechai
Chaim Rumkowski, a sixty-three-year-old
Jewish businessman. Mysterious, ambiguous,
monarchical, 'King Chaim' was motivated by
a titanic ambition. Realising that his survival
rested upon his ability to make the ghetto
indispensable, he sought to transform it into a
productive industrial complex, forcing adults
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Was Rumkowksi a ruthless opportunist – an
accessory to the Nazi regime driven by a lust
for power? Or was he a pragmatic strategist
who managed to save Jewish lives through
collaboration?

13, rue Thérèse. But the more time Trevor
spends with the objects, the truer his
imaginings become, and the more he notices
another alluring Frenchwoman: Josianne, his
clerk, who planted the box in his office, and
with whom he finds himself falling in love.
Elena Mauli Shapiro grew up in Paris, and
currently lives in California with her husband.
She has accumulated literature and writing
degrees from Stanford, Mills and Davis.

Dancing Lessons
Olive Senior

Nominated by:
Jamaica Library Service, Kingstown, Jamaica
Gertrude Samphire’s long life in Jamaica has
been, thus far, a lonely train ride: between her
childhood raised as an outcast by cold and
distant relatives, to her courtship and eventual
marriage to a neglectful husband, to her time
single-handedly raising children who are
eventually taken from her — in one way or
another — or drift away on their own, it’s no
wonder Gertrude has focused mainly on selfpreservation.
After her house is damaged by a hurricane, she
is sent by her estranged eldest daughter, Celia,
to Ellesmere Lodge, a retirement home for the
elite. At first, her stay feels like yet another
stranding — until Gertrude discovers freedom
she never had before: to write; to dance; to
experience friendship; and to look back on her
life with fresh eyes and realize how she was
wronged and how she has wronged.
Olive Senior is the prizewinning author of a
dozen books of fiction, poetry and non-fiction.
Her short story collection Summer Lightning
won the inaugural Commonwealth Writers’
Prize for Best Book, and her poetry collection
Over the Roofs of the World was a finalist for
the 2005 Governor General’s Literary Award
for poetry.

13, rue Thérèse
Elena Mauli Shapiro

Nominated by:
Regional Library of Karviná, KarvináMizerov, Czech Republic
Trevor Stratton discovers a box full of artifacts
from World War I as he settles into his new
office in Paris. The pictures, letters, and objects
in the box relate to the life of Louise Brunet,
a feisty, charming Frenchwoman who lived
through both World Wars.
As Trevor examines the relics from the box,
he imagines the story of Louise's life: her love
for a cousin who died in the war, her marriage
to a man who worked for her father and her
attraction to a neighbour in her building at

Please Look After Mom
Kyung-sook Shin

Translated from the original
Korean by Chi-Young Kim
Nominated by:
The National Library Service,
Bridgetown, Barbados

When sixty-nine-year-old So-nyo is separated
from her husband among the crowds of the
Seoul subway station, her family begins a
desperate search to find her. Yet as long-held
secrets and private sorrows begin to reveal
themselves, they are forced to wonder: how well
did they actually know the woman they called
Mom?
Told through the piercing voices and urgent
perspectives of a daughter, son, husband, and
mother, Please Look After Mom is at once an
authentic picture of contemporary life in Korea
and a universal story of family love.
Kyung-sook Shin is the author of numerous
works of fiction and is one of South Korea’s
most widely read and acclaimed novelists. She
was the first woman to be awarded the Man
Asian Literary Prize and she has also been
honored with the Manhae Literature Prize,
the Dong-in Literature Prize, and the Yi Sang
Literary Prize, as well as France’s Pirx de
l’Inaperçu.
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Portrait of a Spy

bakes some sweet cakes, and heads out into
the world—to make her mark. She buries a
time capsule out in the yard. (It gets dug up to
make room for a flagpole.) She wears her late
husband's watch and hopes people will ask
her for the time. (They never do.) Is it really
possible for a woman to disappear so completely
that the world won't notice her passing? The
Faster I Walk, the Smaller I Am is a macabre
twist on the notion that life "must be lived to
the fullest."

Daniel Silva

Nominated by:
Biblioteca Pública Municipal do Porto, Portugal
For Gabriel and his wife, Chiara, it was
supposed to be the start of a pleasant weekend
in London—a visit to a gallery in St. James's
to authenticate a newly discovered painting by
Titian, followed by a quiet lunch. But a pair
of deadly bombings in Paris and Copenhagen
has already marred this autumn day. And
while walking toward Covent Garden, Gabriel
notices a man he believes is about to carry out
a third attack. Before Gabriel can draw his
weapon, he is knocked to the pavement and can
only watch as the nightmare unfolds.
Haunted by his failure to stop the massacre
of innocents, Gabriel returns to his isolated
cottage on the cliffs of Cornwall, until a
summons brings him to Washington and he is
drawn into a confrontation with the new face
of global terror. At the center of the threat is an
American-born cleric in Yemen to whom Allah
has granted "a beautiful and seductive tongue."
A gifted deceiver, who was once a paid CIA
asset, the mastermind is plotting a new wave of
attacks.
Daniel Silva is the number one New York
Times–bestselling author of The Unlikely Spy,
The Mark of the Assassin, The Marching
Season, The Kill Artist, The English
Assassin, The Confessor, A Death in Vienna,
Prince of Fire, The Messenger, The Secret
Servant, Moscow Rules, The Defector, The
Rembrandt Affair and Portrait of a Spy.

The Iron Fence
Neluka Silva

Nominated by
Colombo Public Library, Sri Lanka
Looking towards the gates, Roshini saw two
policemen drag a young boy between them and
attempt to fling him into a jeep. He struggled
furiously and shouted abuse. She stared at
the boy’s face and suddenly, time stood still.
His face was the mirror-image of a face that
had haunted her for years. Reminding her of
when life had no strings attached, when things
seemed to just happen, or rather when she
didn’t have to think about the how or why of
anything. The face of the boy took her back
to a time she’d tried so hard to forget, it took
her back to regrets that she had pretended
did not exist as the mediocrity of everyday
life took over, overwhelming her sometimes
with mundane demands, but also giving her
satisfaction, contentment, security and most of
all, unconditional love.
Neluka Silva is professor in English and
Head of the Department of English at the
University of Colombo. Her manuscript novel
The Choices We Make was shortlisted for
the Gratiaen Prize and is published under the
title The Iron Fence. Her short story, Our
Neighbours, was one of the 20 stories placed
in the Highly Commended Winner category
in the 2008 Commonwealth Short Story
Competition.
w w w.impacdublinaward.ie

Kjersti A. Skomsvold was born in 1979 in
Oslo. The Faster I Walk, the Smaller I Am is
her first novel.

Everybody’s Right
Paolo Sorrentino

Translated from the original
Italian by Antony Shugaar

From the Mouth of the Whale
Sjón

Translated from the original
Icelandic by Victoria Cribb

Nominated by:
Library for Foreign Literature, Moscow, Russia
Borgarbókasafn Reykjavíkur, Iceland
Men of science marvel over a unicorn's horn,
poor folk worship the Virgin in secret and both
books and men are burnt.
Jonas Palmason, a poet and self-taught healer,
has been condemned to exile for heretical
conduct, having fallen foul of the local
magistrate. Banished to a barren island, Jonas
recalls his exorcism of a walking corpse on the
remote Snjafjoll coast, the frenzied massacre
of innocent Basque whalers at the hands of
local villagers, and the deaths of three of his
children.
From the Mouth of the Whale is a magical
evocation of an enlightened mind and a
vanished age.
Sjón was born in Reykjavik in 1962. Poet,
novelist and playwright, he has received
numerous literary awards, including the Nordic
Council's Literature Prize for The Blue Fox,
which was also longlisted for the Independent
Foreign Fiction Prize in 2009. His work has
been translated into twenty-two languages.

The Faster I Walk, The Smaller
I Am

Nominated by:
Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di Roma, Italy
Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale Firenze, Italy
Born on the streets and born singing, Tony
Pagoda had fame, money, women, and talent.
He spent his golden years entertaining a
flourishing and garishly happy Italy. But
somewhere things began to go awry, His band
is now a shadow of its former self and his life
is fraught with complications. Tony decides
to decamp and make a new life for himself in
South America. Here, his hyper-developed and
very peculiar vision of the world, irreversibly
shaped by those years in which he hobnobbed
with Sinatra and enjoyed the adoration of
audiences the world over, is under assault. Now
that he has abandoned music the world strikes
him as a barren place. Tony’s story is the story
of a worldwizened but yet strangely naive man
forced to reconcile with life or lose himself
entirely.
Paolo Sorrentino’s feature film directing debut
came in 2001 with One Man Up, winner of the
Nastro D’Argento for best young director. He
achieved international recognition in 2004 for
his stylish thriller, The Consequences of Love,
nominated for the Palme D’Or at the 2004
Cannes Film Festival. Everybody’s Right,
nominated for Italy’s most prestigious literary
award, The Strega, is Sorrentino’s first novel.

Wish You Were Here
Graham Swift

Kjersti A. Skomsvold

Nominated by:
Biblioteka Publiczna m.st. Warszawy, Poland
Stedelijke Openbare Bibliotheek Gent, Belgium

Translated from the original
Norwegian by Kerri A. Pierce

Nominated by:
Waterford City Libraries, Ireland
Oslo Public Libraries, Norway

On an autumn day in 2006, on the Isle of
Wight, Jack Luxton – former Devon farmer,
now proprietor of a seaside caravan park –
receives the news that his brother Tom, not
seen for years, has been killed in Iraq.

Mathea Martinsen has never been good at
dealing with other people. After a lifetime,
her only real accomplishment is her longevity:
everyone she reads about in the obituaries has
died younger than she is now. Afraid that her
life will be over before anyone knows that she
lived, Mathea digs out her old wedding dress,

For Jack and his wife Ellie this will have a
potentially catastrophic impact and compel
Jack to make a crucial journey: to receive his
brother’s remains, but also to return to the
land of his past and confront his most secret,
troubling memories.
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Building to a fiercely suspenseful climax, Wish
You Were Here is a hauntingly compassionate
story that allows us to feel the stuff of headlines
as heart-wrenching personal truth.
Graham Swift was born in 1949 and is the
author of nine acclaimed novels, a collection of
short stories and Making an Elephant, a book
of essays, portraits, poetry and reflections on
his life in writing. He has won many awards for
his work including the 1996 Booker Prize.

Learning to Pray in the Age of
Technique
Gonçalo M. Tavares

Translated from the original
Portuguese by Daniel Hahn

Nominated by:
Biblioteca Pública Municipal do Porto, Portugal
Biblioteca Municipal Central de Lisboa, Portugal
Biblioteca Demonstrativa de Brasília –
Fundacao Biblioteca Nacional, Brazil
In a city not quite of any particular era, a
distant and calculating man named Lenz
Buchmann works as a surgeon, treating his
patients as little more than equations to be
solved: life and death no more than results to be
worked through without the least compassion.
Soon, however, Buchmann's ambition is
no longer content with medicine, and he
finds himself rising through the ranks of his
country's ruling party . . . until a diagnosis
transforms this likely future president from
a leading player into just another victim. In
language that is at once precise, clinical, and
oddly childlike, Gonçalo M. Tavares brings us
another chilling investigation into the limits
of human experience, mapping the creation
and then disintegration of a man we might call
"evil," and showing us how he must learn to
adapt in a world he can no longer dominate.
Gonçalo M. Tavares has published numerous
books since 2001 and has been awarded an
impressive number of literary prizes in a very
short time, including the Saramago Prize
in 2005. He was also awarded the Prêmio
Portugal Telecom de Literatura em Língua
Portuguesa 2007 for Jerusalem.

We the Animals
Justin Torres

Nominated by:
New York Public Library, USA
Hartford Public Library, USA
Three brothers tear their way through
childhood— smashing tomatoes all over
each other, building kites from trash, hiding
out when their parents do battle, tiptoeing
around the house as their mother sleeps off
her graveyard shift. Paps and Ma are from
Brooklyn—he’s Puerto Rican, she’s white—and
their love is a serious, dangerous thing that
makes and unmakes a family many times.
Life in this family is fierce and absorbing, full
of chaos and heartbreak and the euphoria of
belonging completely to one another. From
the intense familial unity felt by a child to the
profound alienation he endures as he begins
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to see the world, this beautiful novel reinvents
the coming-of-age story in a way that is sly and
punch-in-the-stomach powerful.
Justin Torres is a graduate of the Iowa Writers’
Workshop and a recent Wallace Stegner Fellow
at Stanford. He was the recipient of a Rolón
Fellowship in Literature from United States
Artists and the VCU Cabell First Novelist
Award. He is a fellow at the Radcliffe Institute
for Advanced Study at Harvard.

The Truth About Marie
Jean-Philippe Toussaint

Translated from the original
French by Matthew B. Smith

Nominated by:
Bibliothèque Municipale de Lyon, France
Moving through a variety of locales and
adventures, The Truth about Marie revisits
the unnamed narrator of Toussaint's acclaimed
Running Away, reporting on his now
disintegrated relationship with the titular
Marie—the story switching deftly between first
– and third – person as the narrator continues
to drift through life, and Marie does her best to
get on with hers. Like all of Toussaint's novels,
The Truth about Marie's plot matters far less
than its pace and tempo, its chain of images,
its sequence of events. From pouring rain in
Paris to blazing fires on the island of Elba,
from moments of intense action to perfectly
paced lulls, The Truth about Marie relies on
a series of contrasts to tell a beguiling, and
finally touching, story of intimacy forever being
regained and lost.
Jean-Philippe Toussaint is the author of seven
novels. His writing has been compared to the
work of Samuel Beckett, Jacques Tati, the films
of Jim Jarmusch, and even Charlie Chaplin.

Rules of Civility
Amor Towles

Nominated by:
Richmond Public Library, USA
New Hampshire State Library, Concord, USA
This sophisticated and entertaining first novel
presents the story of a young woman whose
life is on the brink of transformation. On
the last night of 1937, twenty-five-year-old
Katey Kontent is in a second-rate Greenwich
Village jazz bar when Tinker Grey, a handsome
banker, happens to sit down at the neighboring
table. This chance encounter and its startling
consequences propel Katey on a year-long
journey into the upper echelons of New York
society—where she will have little to rely upon
other than a bracing wit and her own brand
of cool nerve. With its sparkling depiction of
New York’s social strata, its intricate imagery
and themes, and its immensely appealing
characters, Rules of Civility won the hearts of
readers and critics alike.
Amor Towles was born and raised just
outside Boston, Massachusetts. He graduated
from Yale University and received an MA in
English from Stanford University, where he

was a Scowcroft Fellow. He is a Principal at an
investment firm in Manhattan, where he lives
with his wife and two children.

A Good Man
Guy Vanderhaeghe

Nominated by:
Toronto Public Library, Canada
Ottawa Public Library, Canada
Multi-award-winning author Guy
Vanderhaeghe's eagerly awaited new novel is
a dazzling follow up to his bestselling The
Englishman's Boy and The Last Crossing.
A Good Man culminates what could be
thought of as a trilogy of books set in the late
nineteenth-century Canadian and American
West, and it is a masterpiece. Vanderhaeghe
skillfully weaves a rich tapestry of history
with the turns of fortune of his most vividly
and compellingly drawn cast of characters
yet. He entwines breathtaking, intriguing,
and richly described narratives that contain
a compelling love story, a tale of revenge and
violence, a spectacular battle scene, the story
of an incident in Welsely's past that threatens
his relationship with Ada, and much, much
more. While raising moral questions, this novel
weaves the historical with the personal and
stands as Vanderhaeghe's most accomplished
and brilliant novel to date.
Guy Vanderhaeghe was born in Esterhazy,
Saskatchewan, Canada. He is the author of
four novels, My Present Age (1984), Homesick
(1989), The Englishman’s Boy (1996) and The
Last Crossing (2002). He is also the author of
three collections of short stories. He lives in
Saskatoon, where he is a Visiting Professor of
English at S.T.M. College.

Caribou Island
David Vann

Nominated by:
Bergen Offentlige Bibliotek, Norway
On a small island in a glacier-fed lake on
Alaska’s Kenai Peninsula, Gary and Irene’s
marriage is unraveling. Following the outline
of Gary’s old dream and trying to rebuild their
life together, they are finally constructing the
kind of cabin that drew them to Alaska in the
first place. But the onset of an early winter and
the overwhelming isolation of the prehistoric
wilderness threaten their bond to the core.
Brilliantly drawn and fiercely honest,
Caribou Island is a drama of bitter love and
failed dreams—an unforgettable portrait of
desolation, violence, and the darkness of the
soul.
David Vann is the author of Legend of a
Suicide, which has been translated into
sixteen languages, won ten prizes, and been on
forty Best Books of the Year lists worldwide.
A current Guggenheim Fellow and former
Stegner Fellow and NEA Fellow, he has taught
at Stanford and Cornell, and is now a professor
at the University of San Francisco.
w w w.impacdublinaward.ie

Eligible Titles 2013

The Submission
Amy Waldman

Nominated by:
Milwaukee Public Library, USA
The National Library Service,
Bridgetown, Barbados
Public Library of Cincinnati & Hamilton
County, Cincinnati, USA
A jury gathers in Manhattan to select a
memorial for the victims of a devastating
terrorist attack. Their fraught deliberations
complete, the jurors open the envelope
containing the anonymous winner’s name—and
discover he is an American Muslim. Instantly
they are cast into roiling debate about the
claims of grief, the ambiguities of art, and the
meaning of Islam. Their conflicted response is
only a preamble to the country’s.
The memorial’s designer is an enigmatic,
ambitious architect named Mohammad Khan.
His fiercest defender on the jury is its sole
widow, the self-possessed and mediagenic
Claire Burwell. But when the news of his
selection leaks to the press, she finds herself
under pressure from outraged family members
and in collision with hungry journalists, wary
activists, opportunistic politicians, fellow
jurors, and Khan himself—as unknowable as
he is gifted.
Amy Waldman was co-chief of the South
Asia bureau of The New York Times. Her
fiction has appeared in The Atlantic and the
Boston Review and is anthologized in The
Best American Nonrequired Reading 2010.
She lives with her family in Brooklyn. The
Submission is her first novel.

Salvage the Bones
Jesmyn Ward

Nominated by:
Kansas City Public Library, USA
New Hampshire State Library, Concord, USA
A hurricane is building over the Gulf of
Mexico, threatening the coastal town of Bois
Sauvage, Mississippi, and Esch's father is
growing concerned. A hard drinker, largely
absent, he doesn't show concern for much else.
Esch and her three brothers are stocking food,
but there isn't much to save. Lately, Esch can't
keep down what food she gets; she's fourteen
and pregnant. Her brother Skeetah is sneaking
scraps for his prized pitbull's new litter, dying
one by one in the dirt. Meanwhile, brothers
Randall and Junior try to stake their claim
in a family long on child's play and short on
parenting.
As the twelve days that make up the novel's
framework yield to their dramatic conclusion,
this unforgettable family – motherless children
sacrificing for one another as they can,
protecting and nurturing where love is scarce –
pulls itself up to face another day.
Jesmyn Ward grew up in DeLisle, Mississippi.
She was the recipient of a Stegner Fellowship
at Stanford and is currently the John and
Renée Grisham Visiting Writer in Residence
w w w.impacdublinaward.ie

at the University of Mississippi. Her debut
novel, Where the Line Bleeds, was critically
acclaimed and a finalist for a number of awards.

S.J. Watson was born in the Midlands,
England. In 2009 Watson was accepted into
the first Faber Academy ‘Writing a Novel’
course. Before I Go To Sleep is the result.
It has become a phenomenal award-winning
international success, sold in 42 territories
around the world.

Bed

David Whitehouse

Nominated by:
Christchurch City Libraries, New Zealand
What makes life worth getting out of bed for?

double talk
Patrick Warner

Nominated by:
Provincial Resource Library, St John's, Canada
A love story in reverse. double talk tells the
story of Violet Budd and Brian (Baby) Power,
two characters fleeing from their past. Brian is
ambling after an immigrant’s dream, and Violet
is desperate to ditch her middle-class origins
for something more earthy and bohemian.
Their contrary social and geographical flight
paths intersect in St. John’s, Newfoundland,
in the early 1980s, where, for a time, they find
love, sex and a safe haven in each other.
No happy-ever-after story, double talk follows
Violet and Brian over a fourteen-year period,
as the ordinary pressures of life bring to the
surface the many differences that exist between
them. double talk is a coming-of-age novel, a
love story and an examination of social class
and its mysterious codes.

Mal isn’t like the other kids. He makes
an impression on everyone he meets. So
remarkable is his childhood that his family wait
for the incredible things he seems born to do.
Then one day he goes to bed, never to get out
again.
Recounted by Mal’s younger brother, Bed is a
coming-of-age story like no other. It chronicles
the metamorphosis of one extraordinary man,
and explores what love, loss and family can do
to you in a lifetime.
Enchanting, funny, surreal and heartwarming,
David Whitehouse’s novel presents one of the
most thrilling and unique voices to emerge in
literary fiction in years.
David Whitehouse was born in 1981. His
journalism has appeared in Sunday Times
Style, the Independent, Esquire, Time Out,
Observer Magazine and has won awards from
The Times and the Evening Standard. His
first short film, The Archivist, screened at film
festivals including Seattle and Berlin. Bed is
his first novel. David lives in London.

Patrick Warner was born and raised in
Claremorris, Co. Mayo, Ireland. He moved
to Newfoundland in 1980 in search of better
weather and economic prosperity. Bitterly
disappointed on both counts, he turned to
poetry, penning three critically acclaimed
collections between 2001 and 2009. double
talk is his first novel.

Before I Go To Sleep
S.J. Watson

Nominated by:
Aberdeen City Libraries, Scotland
Birmingham Libraries, England
‘As I sleep, my mind will erase everything I did
today. I will wake up tomorrow as I did this
morning. Thinking I’m still a child. Thinking I
have a whole lifetime of choice ahead of me …’
Memories define us.
So what if you lost yours every time you went to
sleep? Your name, your identity, your past, even
the people you love – all forgotten overnight.
And the one person you trust may only be
telling you half the truth.
Welcome to Christine’s life.

Caesarion

Tommy Wieringa

Translated from the original
Dutch by Sam Garrett

Nominated by:
Stichting Bibliotheek.nl, The
Hague, The Netherlands
Openbare Bibliotheek Eindhoven,
The Netherlands
Openbare Bibliotheek Amsterdam,
The Netherlands
In the port of Alexandria, a very long time ago,
Julius Caesar impregnated and then abandoned
Cleopatra. The child of their union – groomed
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for greatness by his devoted mother but
destined for tragedy – was called Caesarion.
Little Caesar.

My Dear, I Wanted To Tell
You

History repeats itself, first as tragedy then as
farce. In our time, another boy, Ludwig, is
born in Alexandria and again the father flees
the scene of the birth. The boy and his mother
are soon obliged to move on. She, Marthe, is
stormy, impetuous and vain. She will not rest
until she finds their ideal home – which needs
to be both dramatic and cheap. And so Ludwig
and his mother end up on a clifftop in Suffolk
in a house being eaten from the inside by
woodworm and eroded from the outside by the
waves attacking its foundations. In the hours
mother and son spend together a melodramatic
intensity is born. But this stormy novel does
not develop as you might then predict. Instead
it opens out into a page-turning exploration of
the power of the absent parent versus the power
of the too-present parent.

Nominated by:
Birmingham Libraries, England

Tommy Wieringa was born in 1967 and grew
up partly in the Netherlands, partly in the
tropics. He began his writing career with travel
stories and journalism and is the author of two
previous novels, one of which was awarded
Holland's Halewijn prize and nominated for
the AKO Literature Prize.

When God was a Rabbit
Sarah Winman

Nominated by:
Bibliotheek Rotterdam, The Netherlands
Both a Sunday Times Top Ten bestseller and a
Richard and Judy Book Club pick, When God
Was A Rabbit has been praised as one of the
most striking and original novels of the year.
When God Was A Rabbit is an incredibly
exciting debut from an extraordinary new voice
in fiction.
Spanning four decades, from 1968 onwards,
this is the story of a fabulous but flawed family
and the slew of ordinary and extraordinary
incidents that shape their everyday lives. It is
a story about childhood and growing up, loss
of innocence, eccentricity, familial ties and
friendships, love and life. Stripped down to
its bare bones, it's about the unbreakable bond
between a brother and sister.
Sarah Winman grew up in Essex. She attended
the Webber Douglas Academy of Dramatic
Art and went on to act in theatre, film and
television. When God Was A Rabbit is her
first novel. She lives in London.

Louisa Young

The lives of two very different couples—an
officer and his aristocratic wife, and a young
soldier and his childhood sweetheart—are
irrevocably intertwined and forever changed in
this stunning World War I epic of love and war.
At eighteen years old, working-class Riley
Purefoy and “posh” Nadine Waveney have
promised each other the future, but when war
erupts across Europe, everything they hold to
be true is thrown into question. Dispatched to
the trenches, Riley forges a bond of friendship
with his charismatic commanding officer, Peter
Locke, as they fight for their survival. Yet it
is Locke’s wife, Julia, who must cope with her
husband’s transformation into a distant shadow
of the man she once knew. Meanwhile, Nadine
and Riley’s bonds are tested as well by a terrible
injury and the imperfect rehabilitation that
follows it, as both couples struggle to weather
the storm of war that rages about them.
Louisa Young grew up in London, England, in
the house in which Peter Pan was written, and
she studied modern history at Cambridge. She
was a freelance journalist and has written ten
books, including the Orange Prize–longlisted
Baby Love. She is the co-author of the
bestselling Lionboy trilogy, which has been
published in thirty-six languages. She lives in
London and Italy with her daughter and the
composer Robert Lockhart.

Touch

Alexi Zentner

Nominated by:
Cleveland Public Library, USA
Bibliothèque Municipale Á Vocation
Regionale de Nice, France
In Sawgamet, a north woods boomtown gone
bust, the cold of winter breaks the glass of the
schoolhouse thermometer, and the dangers of
working in the cuts are overshadowed by the
mysteries and magic lurking in the woods.
Stephen, a pastor, is at home on the eve of his
mother's funeral, thirty years after the mythic
summer his grandfather returned to the town
in search of his beloved but long-dead wife.
And like his grandfather, Stephen is forced to
confront the losses of his past.
Touch introduces you to a world where
monsters and witches oppose singing dogs and
golden caribou, where the living and the dead
part and meet again in the crippling beauty of
winter and the surreal haze of summer.
Alexi Zentner is the winner of the 2008
Narrative Prize, and his fiction has been
featured in The Atlantic and Tin House. He
lives in Ithaca, New York, with his family.
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The Warsaw Anagrams
Richard Zimler

Nominated by:
Biblioteca Pública Municipal do Porto, Portugal
Warsaw, 1941--an exhausted and elderly
psychiatrist named Erik Cohen makes his way
home to the Jewish ghetto after being interned
in a Nazi labor camp. Yet only one visionary
man—Heniek Corben— can see him and hear
him. Heniek soon realizes that Cohen has
become an ibbur—a spirit. But how and why
has he taken this form?
As Cohen recounts his disturbing and moving
story, small but telling inconsistencies appear
in his narrative. Heniek begins to believe that
Cohen is not the secular Jew he claims to
be, but may, in fact, be a student of practical
Kabbalah—of magic. Why is he lying? And
what is the importance of the anagrams
he creates for the names of his friends and
relatives? Heniek traces his suspicions and
comes to an astonishing conclusion—one that
has consequences for his own identity and life,
and perhaps for the reader’s as well.
Richard Zimler has published seven novels
including The Last Kabbalist of Lisbon. His
novels have appeared on bestseller lists in
twelve countries, including the U.S., Great
Britain, Portugal, Italy, and Australia. Richard
also writes reviews for the Los Angeles Times
and the San Francisco Chronicle.

The Five Wonders of the
Danube
Zoran Živković

Translated from the original
Serbian by Alice Copple-Tosic

Nominated by:
Belgrade City Library, Serbia
City Library and Reading Room
Herceg-Novi, Montenegro
On five bridges over the Danube, five strange
and remarkable tales are told: tales of the
sacrifices that are made for Art. For the painter,
the sculptor, the writer and the composer,
creation is inextricably entwined with violence,
suffering and the darkest reaches of the psyche,
and the bridge to enlightenment is the hardest
of all to cross. Yet through the innocence of
a dog all can be redeemed, in the miraculous
climax of this complex and exotic fable.
Zoran Živković was born in Belgrade, former
Yugoslavia. The author of twenty books of
fiction and six books of nonfiction, Živković
continues to push the boundaries of the strange
and surreal. He is one of the most-translated
Serbian writers. He lives in Serbia with his wife
and family and teaches Creative Writing
at the University of Belgrade.
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Participating Libraries – 160 libraries representing 120 cities in 44 countries
Australia

Adelaide, The State Library of South Australia
Brisbane, The State Library of Queensland
Canberra, The National Library of Australia
Hobart, Linc Tasmania
Melbourne, The State Library of Victoria
Sydney, The State Library of New South Wales

Austria

Salzburg, Stadt Bibliothek Salzburg

Barbados

Bridgetown, The National Library Service

Belgium

Brussels, Muntpunt
Gent, Stedelijke Openbare Bibliotheek Gent
Leuven, De Bib Leuven

Brazil

Germany

Berlin, Zentral – u. Landesbibliothek Berlin
Bonn, Universitäts-und Landesbibliothek Bonn
Bremen, Stadtbibliothek Bremen
Dusseldorf, Stadtbüchereien Düsseldorf
Frankfurt, Stadtbücherei Frankfurt am Main
Leipzig, Leipziger Stadtische Bibliotheken
Mainz, Bibliotheken der Stadt Mainz
Munich, Münchner Stadtbibliothek

Greece

Serres, Serres Central Public Library
Veria, Veria Central Public Library

Hungary

Kecskemét, Katona József County Library

Iceland

Reykjavík, Borgarbókasafn Reykjavíkur

Brasilia, Biblioteca Demonstrativa de Brasília &
Fundacao Biblioteca Nacional

India

Canada

Ireland

Calgary, Calgary Public Library
Edmonton, Edmonton Public Library & Grant
Mac Ewan University Library
Gander, Newfoundland & Labrador Public
Libraries
Halifax, Halifax Public Libraries
Montreal, Réseau des Bibliothèques Publiques de
Montréal
Ottawa, Ottawa Public Library
Saint John, Saint John Free Public Library
St John's, Provincial Resource Library
Sydney, Cape Breton Regional Library
Toronto, Toronto Public Library
Winnipeg, Winnipeg Public Library

Croatia

Rijeka, Gradska Knjiznica Rijeka

Czech Republic

Karviná-Mizerov, Regional Library of Karviná
Prague, Mestska Knihovna v Praze

Denmark

Aarhus, Aarhus Kommunes Biblioteker
Copenhagen, Copenhagen Central Library

England

Birmingham, Birmingham Libraries
Liverpool, Liverpool City Library and Information
Services
London, London Borough of Redbridge Libraries
Newcastle, Newcastle City Library

Estonia

Tallinn, National Library of Estonia

Finland

Helsinki, Helsinki City Library
Tampere, Tampere City Library

France

Lyon, Bibliothèque Municipale de Lyon
Nice, Bibliothèque Municipale Á Vocation
Regionale de Nice
Strasbourg, André Malraux Public Library

Georgia

Tbilisi, National Parliamentary Library of Georgia

w w w.impacdublinaward.ie

New Delhi, India International Centre Library
Cork, Cork City Libraries
Dublin, Dublin City Public Libraries
Limerick, Limerick City Library
Waterford City, Waterford City Libraries
Waterford County, Waterford County Library

Italy

Florence, Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale Firenze
Naples, Biblioteca Nazionale di Napoli
Rome, Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di Roma

Romania

Cluj, Biblioteca Judeteaná "Octavian Goga"

Russia

Moscow, Library for Foreign Literature

Scotland

Aberdeen, Aberdeen City Libraries

Serbia

Belgrade, Belgrade City Library

Slovenia

Ljubljana, Knjižnica Oton Župancic

South Africa

Cape Town, Cape Town Central Library

Spain

Barcelona, Biblioteques de Barcelona

Sri Lanka

Colombo, Colombo Public Library

Sweden

Stockholm, Stockholm Public Library

Switzerland

Bern, Universitätsbibliothek Bern
Geneva, Bibliothèques Municipales de la Ville de
Genève
Zurich, Zentralbibliothek Zürich

The Netherlands

Kingston, Jamaica Library Service

Amsterdam, Openbare Bibliotheek Amsterdam
Eindhoven, Openbare Bibliotheek Eindhoven
Rotterdam, Bibliotheek Rotterdam
The Hague, Stichting Bibliotheek.nl
Utrecht, Bibliotheek Utrecht

Kenya

Tunisia

Macedonia

USA

Jamaica

Nairobi, Kenya National Library Service
Skopje, St Clement of Ohrid, National and
University Library

Malaysia

Kuala Lumpur, National Library of Malaysia

México

México, Biblioteca Daniel Cosío Villegas El Colegio
de México

Montenegro

Herceg Novi, City Library and Reading Room
Herceg-Novi

New Zealand

Auckland, Auckland Libraries
Christchurch, Christchurch City Libraries
Dunedin, Dunedin Public Libraries
Timaru, Timaru District Libraries
Wellington, Wellington City Libraries

Norway

Bergen, Bergen Offentlige Bibliotek
Oslo, Oslo Public Libraries
Stavanger, Stavanger Bibliotek

Poland

Lódz, Wojewódzka i Miejska Biblioteka Publiczna
Warsaw, Biblioteka Publiczna m.st. Warszawy

Portugal

Tunis, National Library of Tunisia
Boston, Boston Public Library
Cheyenne, Laramie County Library System
Cincinnati, Public Library of Cincinnati &
Hamilton County
Cleveland, Cleveland Public Library
Colorado Springs, Pikes Peak Library District
Columbia, Richland County Public Library
Concord, New Hampshire State Library
Denver, Denver Public Library
Hartford, Hartford Public Library
Houston, Houston Public Library
Jacksonville, Jacksonville Public Library
Kansas City, Kansas City Public Library
Miami, Miami-Dade Public Library System
Milwaukee, Milwaukee Public Library
New York, New York Public Library
Philadelphia, Free Library of Philadelphia
Pittsburgh, Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh
Portland, Multnomah County Library
Richmond, Richmond Public Library
San Diego, San Diego Public Library
San Francisco, San Francisco Public Library
San José, San Jose Public Library
Springfield, Lincoln Library
Tallahassee, LeRoy Collins Leon County Public
Library System

Lisbon, Biblioteca Municipal Central de Lisboa
Porto, Biblioteca Pública Municipal do Porto
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Salim Bachi

Kamila Shamsie

Salim Bachi was born in Algiers and grew up
in eastern Algeria. He studied French literature
both in Algeria and at the Sorbonne. He moved
to Paris in 1997 where he lives and works. He has
published six novels, including Le Chien d’Ulysse,
La Kahéna, Tuez-les tous, Le silence de Mahomet,
and Moi, Khaled Kelkal which were hailed by the
critics and have won many literary prizes. His
latest novel, Amours et Aventures de Sindbad le
marin, a fable about our time, relates the life of a
man in search of absolute love. His work has been
translated into several languages.

Kamila Shamsie is the author of five novels
including Kartography, Broken Verses and
Burnt Shadows, which was shortlisted for the
Orange Prize for Fiction and has been translated
into more than 20 languages. She is Deputy
President of English PEN and a Fellow of the
Royal Society of Literature. She grew up in
Karachi and now lives in London.

Mark Pringle

Jacques Sassier Gallimard

Judging Panel 2013

Krista Kaer
Krista Kaer was born in Tapa, Estonia. She
studied English Language and Literature at
Tartu University. She has worked in Tartu
University Library and at the Estonian Institute.
As a translator, she has translated more than 80
novels and plays of English, Irish and American
authors (Doris Lessing, Graham Swift, A.S. Byatt,
John Banville, Sebastian Barry, Oscar Wilde,
William Boyd et al.) She has written articles on
contemporary British and Irish literature and
interviewed novelists including Doris Lessing and
Edna O’Brien for print and television. She is one
of the directors of The Tallinn Literary Festival,
Headread, and the editor-in-chief of Varrak
Publishers.

Patrick McCabe
Patrick McCabe was born in Ireland. He has
published many novels including The Dead School
and The Butcher Boy. Movie adaptations of his
books include Breakfast on Pluto and The Butcher
Boy, both directed by Neil Jordan and The Ballad of
Honky Mc Swaine directed by Kevin ‘Twin Town’
Allen, which premiered in June 2012. He has
completed two new novels, Goodbye Mr. Fish and
No Orchids for Mr Lonely. He is married with two
grown-up children to the artist Margot Quinn.
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Seth Sinclair

Clive Sinclair
Clive Sinclair’s first novel was published in 1973,
his first collection of stories in 1979. Since then his
books have won the Somerset Maugham Award,
the Jewish Quarterly Prize for Fiction, and the
PEN Silver Pen. He was among the twenty original
Best of Young British Novelists. His most recent
publications are Clive Sinclair’s True Tales of the
Wild West, and Death & Texas (2013). He lives
in London with his partner – the painter, Haidee
Becker – and is a Fellow of the Royal Society of
Literature.

Eugene R. Sullivan
Hon. Eugene R. Sullivan, non-voting chair of
the judging panel, is a former Chief Judge of a
U.S. Court of Appeals and brings a wealth of
experience from sixteen years on the bench. His
first novel, The Majority Rules, was published in
2005. The second novel of his political thriller
trilogy, The Report to the Judiciary, was published
in 2008. When not recalled to the Federal Bench,
Judge Sullivan is a partner in the Washington,
D.C. law firm of Pepper Hamilton, LLP.
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