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The 2015 winner Announcement took place in the round room  
of the mansion house, Dublin on 17th June 2015

left to right; margaret Hayes, Dublin City librarian; Jim Crace, winner of the 2015 award; lord mayor of Dublin and patron of the Award, 
Christy Burke; Owen Keegan, Chief executive, Dublin City Council.

The International DUBlIn literary Award (formerly ImpAC 
Dublin) is presented annually for a novel written in english or 
translated into english. The award aims to promote excellence 
in world literature and is sponsored by Dublin City Council, the 
municipal government of Dublin. The award is now in its 21st year. 
nominations are submitted by library systems in major cities 
throughout the world. 

Harvest by Jim Crace is the winner of the 20th Award!
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Congratulations to the nominators of Harvest, 
Universitätsbibliothek Bern, switzerland  
and leroy Collins leon County public library 
system, Tallahassee, UsA.

left to right: Gabriela Scherrer Bern, Nick Landolt Bern,  
Donna Cirenza Tallahassee.

Jim Crace, pictured with Alessandra mariani, Biblioteca 
nazionale di roma, Italy, as she is presented with a scroll by the 
lord mayor, Christy Burke, in recognition of library participation 
worldwide. 

margaret Hayes, Dublin City librarian, pictured here with 
Kantawan magkunthod, winner of the Thai Young writers 
competition, organised by the Irish embassy in malaysia.

Kate Harvey from picador – publishers of Harvest – is presented with a
Dublin Crystal Bowl by Owen Keegan, Chief executive, Dublin City Council, with
Jim Crace, right.

Jane Alger, Director, Dublin UnesCo City  
of literature, master of Ceremonies.

“we were delighted that Harvest was the 
winner of the 2015 award. The novel struck 
us as very imaginative, roaming widely 
across epochs and cultures. we have been 
nominating novels for more than 10 years 
and are looking forward to participating in 
the process again.” 

“This was so much fun for me and I am  
over the moon that our nomination won.  
To hear the author thank the library in  
his speech was exciting.”

“Harvest details the unravelling of life as 
changes creep or rush upon us. This book 
led me to read Jim Crace’s previous novels.  
I think his keen, observant eye gives 
readers wonderful books.”
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margaret Hayes, left, Dublin City librarian and Ardmhéara, Críona Ní Dhalaigh, patron, celebrate Dublin City Council’s sole sponsorship 
of the award and change of name to The International DUBlIn literary Award

Irish authors nominated for the 2016 award attend the launch. left to right Liz Nugent, mary Costello, Sebastian Barry, Joseph 
O’Connor, Audrey magee and Eibhear Walshe. The longlist also includes Colm Tóibín.

members of the 2016 Judging panel left to right Juan Pablo Villalobos, Carlo Gébler, Ian Sansom, meaghan Delahunt, Judge Eugene 
Sullivan, non-voting chair and margaret Hayes, Dublin City librarian. The 2016 judging panel also includes Iglika Vassileva.

The launch of the 2016 International DUBlIn literary Award,  
Dublin City library and Archive, 9th november 2015
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2016 ELIGIBLE TITLES

The King 
by Kader Abdolah
Translated from the Dutch by  
Nancy Forest-Flier

nomInATeD BY:  
De Bibliotheek eindhoven,  
The netherlands

It is the nineteenth 
century and the 
kingdom of persia 
is at a turning 
point. when a 
young King, shah 
naser, takes to 
the throne he 
inherits a medieval, 
enchanted world. 
But beyond the 
court, the greater 

forces of colonisation and industrialisation 
close in. The shah’s grand vizier sees only 
one solution – to open up to the outside 
world, and to bring persia into modernity. 
But the shah’s mother fiercely opposes the 
vizier’s reforms and sets about poisoning 
her son’s mind against his advisor.  
 with bloody battles, intrigue and 
extraordinary characters, The King brings 
a historical moment brilliantly to life. 
reading as fairy tale and shedding light on 
a pivotal period in history. 

Kader Abdolah was born in Iran in 1954. 
In1988, at the invitation of the United 
nations, he arrived in the netherlands as 
a political refugee. Kader Abdolah now 
writes in Dutch and is the author of several 
novels, including My Father’s Notebook and 
two collections of short stories, as well as 
works of non-fiction.

The michelangelo Code 
by nazehran Jose Ahmad
Translated from the Malay by Anis Mansor

nomInATeD BY:  
The national library of malaysia,  
Kuala lumpur

when the 
chief prefect of 
archives is found 
mysteriously 
murdered in the 
Vatican secret 
Archives, it 
unleashes a secret 
that has been safely 
buried for two 
thousand years. But 
a question arises 

from the dead: the victim was a follower of 
the long-lost religious group, the Cathars, 
a group of medieval Christians who believe 
they were the heirs of the original teaching 
of Jesus. A renowned Daily Telegraph 

journalist, Jessica Keith, is assigned to 
cover the mysterious murder. something 
unexpected happens when she meets a 
British numerologist, professor Aaron 
Barone at a seminar in the University of 
london. They suddenly become fugitives 
when another murder takes place at his 
home in hampstead. The church is trying to 
cover up the murder to keep their interests 
guarded. But the utmost of all secrets 
cannot be kept forever. 

Nazehran Jose Ahmad is a malaysian 
author born in Kelantan in 1980. he has 
published nine books, which include three 
novels in malay and one novel translated 
to english. his five children’s books have 
been reprinted several times and received 
good reviews from malaysian readers. 
The Michelangelo Code is his first english-
translation novel with Authorhouse UK.  
he now lives in Johor Bahru, malaysia.

An Unnecessary Woman 
by rabih Alameddine
nomInATeD BY:  
The public library of Cincinnati & hamilton 
County, UsA  
Cleveland public library, UsA  
los Angeles public library, UsA

Aaliya sohbi 
lives alone in her 
Beirut apartment, 
surrounded by 
stockpiles of books. 
godless, fatherless, 
childless, and 
divorced, Aaliya 
is her family’s 
“unnecessary 
appendage.” every 
year, she translates 

a new favourite book into Arabic, then 
stows it away. The thirty-seven books that 
Aaliya has translated over her lifetime have 
never been read – by anyone.  
 In this breathtaking portrait of 
a reclusive woman’s late-life crisis, 
readers follow Aaliya’s digressive mind 
as it ricochets across visions of past 
and present Beirut. Colorful musings on 
literature, philosophy, and art are invaded 
by memories of the lebanese Civil war and 
Aaliya’s own volatile past. As she tries to 
overcome her aging body and spontaneous 
emotional upwellings, Aaliya is faced with 
an unthinkable disaster that threatens to 
shatter the little life she has left. 

Rabih Alameddine is the acclaimed author 
of the novels An Unnecessary Woman, The 
Hakawati; I, The Divine; Koolaids; and the 
short story collection, The Perv. he divides 
his time between Beirut and san francisco 
and was a 2002 guggenheim fellow.

Song of the Shank 
by Jeffery renard Allen
nomInATeD BY:  
pikes peak library District,  
Colorado springs, UsA

At the heart of 
this remarkable 
novel is Thomas 
greene wiggins, 
a nineteenth-
century slave 
and improbable 
musical genius 
who performed 
under the name 
Blind Tom. 

 Song of the Shank 
opens in 1866 as Tom and his guardian 
struggle to adjust to their fashionable 
apartment in the city in the aftermath 
of riots that had driven them away a few 
years before. But soon a stranger arrives 
who intends to reunite Tom with his now-
liberated mother. 
 As the novel ranges from Tom’s 
boyhood to the heights of his performing 
career, the inscrutable savant is buffeted 
by opportunistic teachers and crooked 
managers, crackpot healers and militant 
prophets. Jeffery renard Allen blends 
history and fantastical invention to bring to 
life a radical cipher, a man who profoundly 
changes all who encounter him. 

Jeffery Renard Allen is the author of 
the novel Rails Under My Back, the story 
collection Holding Pattern, and two 
collections of poetry. raised in Chicago 
and now living in new York, he teaches at 
Queens College and in the writing program 
at the new school.

The Zone of Interest 
by martin Amis
nomInATeD BY: 
The state library of south  
Australia, Adelaide  
winnipeg public library, Canada

There was an old 
story about a king 
who asked his 
favourite wizard 
to create a magic 
mirror. This mirror 
didn’t show you 
your reflection. 
Instead, it showed 
you your soul – it 
showed you who 
you really were. 

But the king couldn’t look into the mirror 
without turning away, and nor could his 
courtiers. no one could. 
 what happens when we discover who 
we really are? And how do we come to 
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terms with it? fearless and original,  
The Zone of Interest is a violently dark 
love story set against a backdrop of 
unadulterated evil, and a vivid journey 
into the depths and contradictions of the 
human soul.

martin Amis is the author of twelve 
previous novels, the memoir Experience, 
two collections of stories and six 
collections of non-fiction, most recently 
The Second Plane. he lives in new York.

Cairo 
by louis Armand
nomInATeD BY:  
městská knihovna Třinec, Czech republic

what do a crashed 
satellite, a string 
of bizarre murders 
and a time-warp 
conspiracy have in 
common? 
 welcome 
to Cairo, where 
the future’s just a 
game and you’re 
already dead. 

Louis Armand is a writer and visual artist 
who has lived in prague since 1994. he 
has worked as an editor and publisher, 
and as a subtitles technician at the Karlovy 
Vary film festival and is an editor of VlAK 
magazine. he is the author of six novels, 
including Cairo, Breakfast at Midnight, 
Menudo and Clair Obscur. 

The Incarnations
by susan Barker
nomInATeD BY: 
Timaru District libraries, new Zealand

Beijing, 2008, 
the olympics are 
coming, but as 
taxi driver wang 
circles the city’s 
congested streets, 
he feels barely 
alive. his daily 
grind is suddenly 
interrupted when 
he finds a letter in 
the sunshade of his 

cab. someone is watching him. someone 
who claims to be his soulmate and to have 
known him for over a thousand years. 
 other letters follow, taking wang 
back in time: to a spirit-bride in the Tang 
Dynasty; to young slaves during the mongol 
invasion; to concubines plotting to kill the 
emperor; to a kidnapping in the opium 
war; and to red guards during the Cultural 
revolution. 

 And with each letter, wang feels the 
watcher in the shadows growing closer 

Susan Barker grew up in east london. 
while writing The Incarnations she spent 
several years living in Beijing, researching 
imperial and modern China. she lives  
in london.

The Temporary Gentleman 
by sebastian Barry
nomInATeD BY:  
redbridge libraries london, UK

Jack mcnulty 
is a ‘temporary 
gentleman’, an 
Irishman whose 
commission in the 
British army in 
the second world 
war was never 
permanent. In 1957 
he urgently sets out 
to write his story. 
he cannot take one 

step further without looking back at all that 
has befallen him. 
 he is an ordinary man but he has seen 
extraordinary things. he has worked and 
wandered around the world – as a soldier, 
an engineer, a Un observer. he had a 
strange and tumultuous marriage. mai 
Kirwan was a great beauty but an elusive 
and mysterious figure too. Jack shared his 
life with her, but in time she slipped from 
his grasp. 
 A heart-breaking portrait of one man’s 
life – of his demons and his lost love –  
The Temporary Gentleman is, ultimately,  
a novel about Jack’s last bid for freedom, 
from the savage realities of the past and 
from himself. 

Sebastian Barry was born in Dublin in 
1955. his novels and plays have won 
numberous awards. he also had two 
consecutive novels, A Long Long Way and 
The Secret Scripture, shortlisted for the 
man Booker prize. he lives in wicklow  
with his wife and three children.

A Fairy Tale 
by Jonas T. Bengtsson
Translated from the Danish by  
Charlotte Barslund

nomInATeD BY:  
wojewódzka Biblioteka publiczna im. 
marszałka Józefa piłsudskiego w Łodzi, 
poland

In a europe without 
borders, where 
social norms 
have become 
fragile, a son 
must confront the 
sins of his father 
and grandfather, 
and invent new 
strategies for 
survival. 
 A young boy 

grows up with a loving father who has little 
respect for the law. They are always on 
the run, and the boy is often distraught to 
leave behind new friendships. Because he 
cannot go to school, his anarchistic father 
gives him an unconventional education 
intended to contradict as much as possible 
the teachings of his own father, a preacher 
and a pervert. Ten years later, when the boy 
is entering adulthood, he tries to conform 
to the demands of ordinary life, but the 
lessons of the past thwart his efforts, and 
questions about his father’s childhood 
cannot be left unanswered.

Jonas T. Bengtsson has published two 
previous novels: his 2005 literary debut, 
Amina’s Letters, winner of the Danish 
Debutant Award and Bg Bank first Book 
Award; and Submarino, the film adaptation 
of which took the 2010 nordic Council film 
prize. he lives in Copenhagen.

Above the East China Sea
by sarah Bird
nomInATeD BY:  
richland library Columbia, UsA

okinawa, present 
day: luz, a teenage 
military brat, has 
moved to the 
island’s Us Air 
force base with her 
mother, who hopes 
that the move will 
reconnect them 
with the okinawan 
branch of their 
family – and help 

them heal from the death of luz’s beloved 
older sister. 
 This is an island where departed 
spirits mingle with the living, and 
interwoven with luz’s narrative is the story 
of an okinawan girl, Tamiko Kokuba, who 
in 1945 was plucked from her high school 
and trained to work in the Imperial Army’s 
horrific cave hospitals. Above the East China 
Sea tells the entwined stories of  
two lives connected across time by the 
shared experience of loss, the strength  
of an ancient culture, and the power  
of family love. 
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Sarah Bird, winner of the 2014 Texas 
writer Award is the author of The Yokota 
Officers Club and eight other novels.  
she grew up on air force bases around  
the world and now makes her home in  
Austin, Texas. 

The Strays 
by emily Bitto
nomInATeD BY:  
The state library of Queensland,  
Brisbane, Australia

on her first day at 
a new school, lily 
befriends one of 
the daughters of 
infamous avant-
garde painter evan 
Trentham. he and 
his wife are trying to 
escape the stifling 
conservatism of 
1930s Australia 
by inviting other 

like-minded artists to live and work at their 
family home. lily becomes infatuated with 
this wild, makeshift family and longs to 
truly be a part of it. 
 As the years pass, lily observes 
the way the lives of these artists come 
to reflect the same themes as their art: 
faustian bargains and spectacular falls 
from grace. Yet it’s not evan, but his own 
daughters, who pay the price for his 
radicalism. 
 The Strays is an engrossing story 
of ambition, sacrifice and compromised 
loyalties.

Emily Bitto has a masters in literary 
studies and a phD in Creative writing from 
the University of melbourne, where she is 
a sessional teacher and supervisor in the 
creative writing program. her debut novel, 
The Strays, was shortlisted for the 2013 
Victorian premier’s literary Award for an 
Unpublished manuscript.

Life Drawing 
by robin Black
nomInATeD BY:  
The free library of philadelphia, UsA

Augusta edelman – 
gus to her friends – 
is a painter, a wife, 
and not always the 
best judge of her 
own choices – one 
of them bad enough 
that she and her 
husband, owen, 
have fled their 
longtime city home 
and its reminders 

of troubling events. now, three years into 
their secluded country life, gus works 
daily on the marriage she nearly lost, 
discovers new inspiration for her art, and 
contemplates the mysteries of a childhood 
tragedy. But this quiet, healing rhythm is 
forever shattered one hot July day when a 
stranger moves into the abandoned house 
next door and crosses more boundaries 
than just those between their lands. Life 
Drawing is a fierce, honest, and moving 
portrait of a woman grappling with her 
fate.

Robin Black’s stories and essays have 
appeared in numerous publications. The 
winner of many awards and a recipient of 
fellowships from the leeway foundation 
and the macDowell Colony, Black is a 
graduate of the warren wilson mfA 
program for writers. she lives with  
her family in philadelphia.

Rapids 
by patrick Boltshauser
Translated from the German by Peter Arnds

nomInATeD BY:  
liechtenstein national library, Vaduz

A sideways view 
of the “coming of 
age” experience, 
Rapids is the story 
of a young man 
who moves to a 
strange city and 
finds himself lost in 
its warren of streets 
and squares. he is 
looking for his own 
identity – personal, 

political, and sexual. A series of encounters 
culminates with his meeting Anja: a strong, 
older woman, stuck in a relationship with 
another man she cannot bring herself to 
leave. Anja becomes an anchor for the 
young man, yet their relationship must 
remain a secret – and when that secret 
finally comes to light, their troubles begin. 

Patrick Boltshauser is a playwright 
and novelist. Born in 1971 in st. gallen, 
switzerland, he grew up in schaan, 
liechtenstein. since 1996, several of his 
plays have been performed in Austria, 
germany, switzerland, and poland.  
Rapids is his first novel. 

Texas: The Great Theft 
by Carmen Boullosa
Translated from the Spanish by  
Samantha Schnee

nomInATeD BY:  
Biblioteca Daniel Cosío Villegas, el Colegio 
de méxico A.C., mexico City

loosely based on 
the little-known 
1859 mexican 
invasion of the 
United states, 
Carmen Boullosa’s 
newest novel Texas: 
The Great Theft is 
a richly imagined 
evocation of the 
volatile Tex-mex 
borderland, wrested 

from mexico in 1848. Boullosa views the 
border history through distinctly mexican 
eyes, and her sympathetic portrayal each 
of her wildly diverse characters — mexican 
ranchers and Texas rangers, Comanches 
and cowboys, german socialists and 
runaway slaves, southern belles and 
dance hall girls — makes her storytelling 
tremendously powerful and absorbing. 
with today’s mexican-American frontier 
such a front-burner concern, this novel 
that brilliantly illuminates its historical 
landscape is especially welcome. 

Carmen Boullosa is one of mexico’s 
leading writers. The author of over a dozen 
novels that have received numerous prizes 
and honors, her work has been translated 
into several languages. she lives in 
Brooklyn and mexico City.

The miniaturist 
by Jessie Burton
nomInATeD BY:  
městská knihovna v praze, Czech republic 
Cork City libraries, Ireland 
Timaru District libraries, new Zealand 
library of Birmingham, UK 
newcastle libraries, UK

on an autumn day 
in 1686, eighteen-
year-old nella 
oortman knocks 
at the door of a 
grand house in the 
wealthiest quarter 
of Amsterdam. she 
has come from the 
country to begin 
a new life as the 
wife of illustrious 

merchant trader Johannes Brandt, but 
instead she is met by his sharp-tongued 
sister, marin. later Johannes presents 
her with an extraordinary wedding gift: a 
cabinet-sized replica of their home. It is 
to be furnished by an elusive miniaturist, 
whose tiny creations mirror their real-life 
counterparts in unexpected ways... 
 nella is at first mystified by the closed 
world of the Brandt household, but as 
she uncovers its secrets she realizes the 
escalating dangers that await them all. 

2016 ELIGIBLE TITLES
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Jessie Burton was born in 1982. she 
studied at oxford University and the 
Central school of speech and Drama, and 
has worked as an actress and a pA in the 
City. she now lives in south-east london, 
not far from where she grew up. 

Ghost moon 
by ron Butlin
nomInATeD BY:  
Zentralbibliothek Zürich, switzerland

having been 
thrown out onto the 
edinburgh streets 
by her family, 
maggie knows 
she must fight to 
survive. many years 
later, the struggles 
she had to endure 
can be kept a secret 
no longer. 

 set mostly in post-
war Britain and inspired by a real-life story, 
Ghost Moon is narrated with humour and 
compassion. A life-affirming read. 

with an international reputation as a 
prize-winning novelist, Ron Butlin is also 
the edinburgh makar poet laureate. much 
of his poetry, as well as many of his novels 
and short stories have been broadcast 
and translated into over ten languages. 
In addition to his plays for BBC radio and 
theatre, he has written five operas, two of 
them for scottish opera.

Bonita Avenue 
by peter Buwalda
Translated from the Dutch by  
Jonathan Reeder

nomInATeD BY:  
openbare Bibliotheek Amsterdam,  
The netherlands 
De Bibliotheek eindhoven,  
The netherlands  
The libraries of The hague, 
The netherlands 
De Bibliotheek Utrecht, The netherlands

A darkly 
hilarious tale of 
a model family’s 
disintegration. 

 professor siem 
sigerius – maths 
genius, jazz lover, 
judo champion, 
renaissance man. 
when Aaron meets 
his girlfriend Joni’s 
family for the 

first time, her multitalented father could 
hardly be a more intimidating figure, but 
somehow the underachieving photographer 

manages to bluff his way to a friendship 
with the paterfamilias. with his feet 
under the table at the beautiful sigerius 
farmhouse, Aaron feels part of the family. A 
perfect family. 
 Until, that is, things start to go 
wrong in a very big way. A cataclysmic 
explosion in a firework factory, the advent 
of internet pornography, the reappearance 
of a forgotten murderer and a jet-black-
wig all play a role in the spectacular 
fragmentation of the sigerius clan... and of 
Aaron’s fragile psyche. 

Peter Buwalda is a Dutch novelist, 
formerly a journalist, editor at several 
publishers, and founder of the literary 
music magazine Wah-Wah. Bonita Avenue, 
his award-winning debut novel, spent two 
years on the bestseller lists, and has since 
been translated into seven languages.

Confessions 
by Jaume Cabré 
Translated from the Catalan by  
Mara Faye Lethem

nomInATeD BY:  
wojewódzka Biblioteka publiczna im. 
marszałka Józefa piłsudskiego w Łodzi, 
poland  
Bibliothèques municipales genève, 
switzerland

At 60, Adrià Ardèvol 
re-examines his life 
before his memory 
is systematically 
deleted. he recalls 
a loveless childhood 
where the family 
antique business 
and his father’s 
study become the 
centre of his world. 
his mother, a cold, 

distant and pragmatic woman leaves him 
to his solitary games, full of unwanted 
questions. An accident ends the life of 
his enigmatic father, filling Adrià’s world 
with guilt, secrets and deeply troubling 
mysteries that take him years to uncover 
and driving him deep into the past where 
atrocities are methodically exposed and 
examined. gliding effortlessly between 
centuries, and at the same time providing 
a powerful narrative, mysterious, tragic, 
humorous and gloriously readable, 
Confessions reaches a crescendo that 
provides one of the most startling 
dénouements in contemporary literature. 

Jaume Cabré is a Catalan philologist, 
novelist and screenwriter. for many years 
he has combined literary writing with 
teaching. he has also worked in television 
and cinema. he collaborated with Joaquim 
maria puyal as creator and scriptwriter of 

the first Catalan television series, followed 
by numerous other shows.

Outlaws 
by Javier Cercas
Translated from the Spanish by  
Anne McLean

nomInATeD BY:  
openbare Bibliotheek Brugge, Belgium 
Biblioteca Vila de gràcia, Biblioteques de 
Barcelona, spain  
Universitätsbibliothek Bern, switzerland

In the late 1970s, 
as spain was 
adrift between the 
death of franco 
and the rebirth of 
democracy, people 
were moving from 
the poor south to 
the cities of the 
north in search of 
a better life. But 
the work, when 

there was any, was poorly paid and the 
housing squalid. one summer’s day in 
gerona a bespectacled, sixteen-year-old 
Ignacio Cañas is working in an amusement 
arcade, when a charismatic teenager 
walks in with the most beautiful girl Cañas 
has ever seen. Zarco and Tere take over 
his pinball machine and his life. Thirty 
years on and now a successful criminal 
defence lawyer, Cañas has tried to put 
that long, hot summer of drugs, yearning 
and delinquency behind him. But when 
Tere appears in his office and asks him to 
represent el Zarco, who has been in prison 
all this time, what else can Cañas do but 
accept.

Javier Cercas is a lecturer in spanish 
literature at the University of girona. he is 
the author of Outlaws, The Tenant and The 
Motive, The Anatomy of a Moment, Soldiers 
of Salamis and The Speed of Light.

Gutenberg’s Apprentice 
by Alix Christie
nomInATeD BY:  
san José public library, UsA
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the first Catalan television series, followed 
by numerous other shows.

Outlaws 
by Javier Cercas
Translated from the Spanish by  
Anne McLean

nomInATeD BY:  
openbare Bibliotheek Brugge, Belgium 
Biblioteca Vila de gràcia, Biblioteques de 
Barcelona, spain  
Universitätsbibliothek Bern, switzerland

In the late 1970s, 
as spain was 
adrift between the 
death of franco 
and the rebirth of 
democracy, people 
were moving from 
the poor south to 
the cities of the 
north in search of 
a better life. But 
the work, when 

there was any, was poorly paid and the 
housing squalid. one summer’s day in 
gerona a bespectacled, sixteen-year-old 
Ignacio Cañas is working in an amusement 
arcade, when a charismatic teenager 
walks in with the most beautiful girl Cañas 
has ever seen. Zarco and Tere take over 
his pinball machine and his life. Thirty 
years on and now a successful criminal 
defence lawyer, Cañas has tried to put 
that long, hot summer of drugs, yearning 
and delinquency behind him. But when 
Tere appears in his office and asks him to 
represent el Zarco, who has been in prison 
all this time, what else can Cañas do but 
accept.

Javier Cercas is a lecturer in spanish 
literature at the University of girona. he is 
the author of Outlaws, The Tenant and The 
Motive, The Anatomy of a Moment, Soldiers 
of Salamis and The Speed of Light.

Gutenberg’s Apprentice 
by Alix Christie
nomInATeD BY:  
san José public library, UsA

Youthful, ambitious 
peter schoeffer 
is on the verge 
of professional 
success as a scribe 
when his foster 
father, Johann 
fust, summons 
him home to meet 
“a most amazing 
man.” 
Johann gutenberg, 

a driven and caustic inventor, has 
devised a revolutionary – and to some, 
blasphemous – method of bookmaking: 
a machine he calls a printing press. fust 
is financing gutenberg’s workshop and 
he orders peter to become gutenberg’s 
apprentice. resentful at having to abandon 
a prestigious career as a scribe, peter 
begins his education in the “darkest art.” 
 As his skill grows, so, too, does 
his admiration for gutenberg and his 
dedication to their daring venture: copies of 
the holy Bible. But mechanical difficulties 
and the crushing power of the Catholic 
Church threaten their work…

Alix Christie is an author, journalist, and 
letterpress printer. she learned the craft 
as an apprentice to two master California 
printers, and owns and operates a 1910 
Chandler & price letterpress. she lives in 
london, where she reviews books and arts 
for The economist. Gutenberg’s Apprentice 
is her first novel.

Prayers for the Stolen 
by Jennifer Clement
nomInATeD BY:  
stadtbüchereien  
Düsseldorf, germany

ladydi garcia 
martínez is fierce, 
funny and smart. 
she was born into 
a world where 
being a girl is a 
dangerous thing. In 
guerrero the drug 
lords are kings, and 
mothers disguise 
their daughters as 
sons, or when that 

fails they “make them ugly” – cropping 
their hair, blackening their teeth- anything 
to protect them from the rapacious grasp 
of the cartels. And when the black sUVs 
roll through town, ladydi and her friends 
burrow into holes in their backyards like 
animals, tucked safely out of sight. 
 when ladydi is offered work as a 
nanny for a wealthy family in Acapulco, 
she seizes the chance, and finds her first 
taste of love with a young caretaker there. 

But when a local murder tied to the cartel 
implicates a friend, ladydi’s future takes 
a dark turn. Despite the odds against 
her, this spirited heroine’s resilience 
and resolve bring hope to otherwise 
heartbreaking conditions.

Jennifer Clement is the author of multiple 
books, including Widow Basquiat. she was 
awarded the neA fellowship for literature 
and the sara Curry humanitarian Award 
for Prayers for the Stolen. formerly 
president of pen mexico, she currently 
lives in mexico City

Adultery by Paulo Coelho
Translated from the Portuguese by Margaret 
Jull Costa & Zoë Perry

nomInATeD BY:  
galway County library, Ireland 
Jacksonville public library, UsA

“I want to change. 
I need to change. 
I’m gradually losing 
touch with myself.” 
 Adultery, the 
provocative new 
novel by paulo 
Coelho, explores 
the question of 
what it means to 
live life fully and 
happily, finding 

the balance between life’s routine and the 
desire for something new. 

one of the most influential writers of our 
time, Paulo Coelho is the author of many 
international best sellers, including The 
Alchemist, Aleph, Eleven Minutes, and 
Manuscript Found in Accra. Translated into 
80 languages, his books have sold more 
than 165 million copies in more than 170 
countries. In 2007, he was named a United 
nations messenger of peace.

Tales of the metric System 
by Imraan Coovadia
nomInATeD BY:  
City of Johannesburg metropolitan library 
& Information service, south Africa

from a natal 
boarding school 
in the seventies 
and soviet spies 
in london in the 
eighties to the 1995 
rugby world Cup 
and intrigue in the 
Union Buildings, 
Tales of the Metric 
System shows 
how ten days 

spread across four decades send tidal 

waves through the lives of ordinary and 
extraordinary south Africans alike. 
playwrights, politicians, philosophers, 
and thieves, all caught in their individual 
stories, burst from the pages of Imraan 
Coovadia’s Tales of the Metric System as it 
measures south Africa’s modern history in 
its own remarkable units of imagination.

Imraan Coovadia was born in Durban in 
1970. he is the author of the novels The 
Wedding, Green-Eyed Thieves, High Low 
In-between, and The Institute for Taxi Poetry. 
his work has won the sunday Times fiction 
prize, the University of Johannesburg 
prize, the m-net prize, and a south African 
literary Award for non-fiction. he is a 
graduate of harvard College and directs 
the writing programme at the University of 
Cape Town. 

Academy Street 
by mary Costello
nomInATeD BY:  
Dublin City public libraries, Ireland 
galway County library, Ireland 
limerick City & County libraries, Ireland 
waterford City & County libraries, Ireland 
Christchurch City libraries, new Zealand

growing up in the 
west of Ireland in 
the 1940s Tess is 
a shy introverted 
child. But beneath 
her quiet exterior 
lies a heart of fire. 
A fire that will later 
drive her to make 
her home among 
the hurly burly of 
1960s new York.  

 over four decades and a life lived with 
quiet intensity on Academy street in Upper 
manhattan, Tess encounters ferocious love 
and calamitous loss. But what endures is 
her bravery and fortitude, and her striking 
insights even as she is ‘floating close  
to hazard.’ 
 Joyous and heart-breaking, restrained 
but sweeping, this is a profoundly moving 
story that charts one woman’s quest for 
belonging amid the dazzle and tumult of 
America’s greatest city. 

mary Costello grew up in County galway. 
her collection of short stories, The China 
Factory, was nominated for the guardian 
first Book Award. her stories have been 
published in various anthologies and 
broadcast on radio. she lives in Dublin.
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Sweetland 
by michael Crummey
nomInATeD BY:  
edmonton public library, Canada  
ottawa public library, Canada  
saint John free public library, Canada 
newfoundland & labrador public 
libraries, Canada

for twelve 
generations, 
when the fish 
were plentiful and 
when they all-but 
disappeared, the 
inhabitants of this 
remote island in 
newfoundland 
have lived and 
died together. 
now, in the second 

decade of the 21st century, they are facing 
resettlement, and each has been offered a 
generous compensation package to leave. 
But the money is offered with a proviso: 
everyone has to go. 
 moses sweetland refuses to leave. 
But in the face of determined, sometimes 
violent, opposition from his family and his 
friends, he is eventually swayed to sign on 
to the government’s plan. Then a tragic 
accident prompts him to fake his own 
death and stay on the deserted island. As 
he manages a desperately diminishing food 
supply, and battles against the ravages 
of weather, sweetland finds himself in 
the company of the vibrant ghosts of the 
former islanders, whose porch lights still 
seem to turn on at night. 

michael Crummey is the author of four 
books of poetry and a book of short stories, 
Flesh and Blood. his novel Galore won the 
2010 Commonwealth writers prize for Best 
novel and was a finalist for the governor 
general’s literary Awards.

The Snow Queen 
by michael Cunningham
nomInATeD BY:  
Bibliotheken der stadt mainz, germany 
Universitätsbibliothek Bern, switzerland

walking through 
Central park, 
Barrett meeks 
sees a translucent 
light in the sky that 
regards him in a 
distinctly godlike 
way. Barrett doesn’t 
believe in visions 
– or in god – but 
he can’t deny what 
he’s seen. In nearby 

Brooklyn, Tyler, Barrett’s older brother, is 
trying – and failing – to write a wedding 

song for Beth, his wife-to-be, who is 
seriously ill. Barrett turns unexpectedly to 
religion, while Tyler grows convinced that 
only drugs can release his creative powers. 
 The Snow Queen is beautiful and 
heartbreaking, comic and tragic. 

michael Cunningham was raised in los 
Angeles and now lives in new York. his 
first novel A Home at the End of the World 
was published in 1990, and his second, 
Flesh and Blood in 1995. The Hours was 
awarded both the pulitzer prize for fiction 
and the pen/faulkner Award and made 
into an internationally acclaimed, oscar-
winning film. he lives in new York

Outline 
by rachel Cusk
nomInATeD BY:  
liverpool City libraries, UK

A woman arrives 
in Athens in the 
height of summer 
to teach a writing 
course. once there, 
she becomes the 
audience to a chain 
of narratives as the 
people she meets 
tell her one after 
another the stories 
of their lives.  

 Beginning with the neighbouring 
passenger on the flight out and his 
tales of fast boats and failed marriages, 
the storytellers talk of their loves and 
ambitions and pains, their anxieties, their 
perceptions and daily lives. In the stifling 
heat and noise of the city the sequence of 
voices begins to weave a complex human 
tapestry: the experience of loss, the nature 
of family life, the difficulty of intimacy and 
the mystery of creativity itself. 

Rachel Cusk was born in 1967 and is the 
author of seven novels: Saving Agnes, The 
Temporary, The Country Life, The Lucky 
Ones, In the Fold, Arlington Park, and The 
Bradshaw Variations. her non-fiction books 
are A Life’s Work, The Last Supper and 
Aftermath. In 2003 she was chosen as one 
of granta’s Best of Young novelists.

Lost & Found 
by Brooke Davis
nomInATeD BY:  
The state library of western Australia, 
perth

At seven years old, 
millie Bird realises 
that everything is 
dying around her. 
she wasn’t to know 
that after she had 
recorded twenty-
seven assorted 
creatures in her 
Book of Dead Things 
her dad would be a 
Dead Thing, too. 

 Agatha pantha is eighty-two and has 
not left her house since her husband died. 
she sits behind her front window, hidden 
by the curtains and ivy, and shouts at 
passers-by, roaring her anger at complete 
strangers. Until the day Agatha spies a 
young girl across the street. 
 Karl the Touch Typist is eighty-seven 
when his son kisses him on the cheek 
before leaving him at the nursing home. 
As he watches his son leave, Karl has a 
moment of clarity. he escapes the home 
and takes off in search of something 
different. 
 millie, Agatha and Karl are about to 
break the rules and discover what living is 
all about. 

Brooke Davis grew up in Bellbrae, Victoria. 
Lost & Found is her first novel, and she was 
lucky to write it as part of a phD at Curtin 
University in perth, western Australia. Lost 
& Found proved to be the buzz book of the 
2014 london Book fair and the translation 
rights have since been sold into twenty-five 
countries.

News from Berlin 
by otto de Kat
Translated from the Dutch by Ina Rilke

nomInATeD BY:  
The libraries of The hague,  
The netherlands

June 1941. Dutch 
diplomat oscar 
Verschuur has been 
posted to neutral 
switzerland. his 
family is spread 
across europe. his 
wife Kate works as 
a nurse in london 
and their daughter 
emma is living in 
Berlin with her 

husband Carl, a ‘good’ german who works 
at the ministry of foreign Affairs. 
 Briefly reunited with her father in 
a restaurant in geneva, emma drops a 
bombshell. A date and a codename, and 
the fate of nations is placed in Verschuur’s 
hands: June 22, Barbarossa. 
 what should he do? warn the world, 
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or put his daughter’s safety first? The 
gestapo are watching them both. And with 
stalin lulled by his alliance with hitler, will 
anyone even listen? 

Otto de Kat is fast gaining a reputation as 
one of europe’s sharpest and most lucid 
writers. News from Berlin, a book for all 
readers, a true page-turner driven by the 
pulse of a ticking clock, confirms him as a 
storyteller of subtly extravagant gifts.

Tiger milk 
by stefanie de Velasco
Translated from the German by Tim Mohr

nomInATeD BY:  
leipziger stadtische Bibliotheken, 
germany

nini and Jameelah 
are best friends 
forever. This 
summer they’re 
going to grow up. 
Together. on their 
terms. But things 
don’t always turn 
out the way you 
plan… 
 This is a 
tender, funny and 

tragic story about two fourteen-year-
old girls on the loose during a long, hot 
summer in Berlin. Tiger Milk captures what 
it is to be young. 

Stefanie de Velasco lives and works in 
Berlin. In 2011, she received the literature 
prize prenzlauer Berg for the first chapters 
of Tiger Milk which is her first novel. 

The Enchanted 
by rene Denfeld
nomInATeD BY:  
Chicago public library, UsA

“This is an 
enchanted place. 
others don’t see 
it, but I do.” The 
enchanted place is 
an ancient stone 
prison, viewed 
through the eyes of 
a death row inmate 
who finds escape 
in his books and 
in re-imagining 

life around him, weaving a fantastical 
story of the people he observes and the 
world he inhabits. Two outsiders venture 
here: a fallen priest and the lady, an 
investigator who searches for buried 
information from prisoners’ pasts that can 
save those soon-to-be-executed. Digging 
into the background of a killer named 
York, she uncovers wrenching truths that 

challenge familiar notions of victim and 
criminal, innocence and guilt, honesty and 
corruption—ultimately revealing shocking 
secrets of her own. 
 The Enchanted reminds us of how 
our humanity connects us all, and how 
beauty and love exist even amidst the most 
nightmarish reality. 

Rene Denfeld is an author, journalist, and 
death penalty investigator. she has written 
for the New York Times Magazine, the 
Oregonian, and the Philadelphia Inquirer,  
and is the author of four nonfiction books. 

The Truth About the Harry  
Quebert Affair  
by Joël Dicker
Translated from the French by Sam Taylor

nomInATeD BY:  
openbare Bibliotheek Brugge, Belgium 
gradska Knjiznica rijeka, Croatia  
Katona József library of Bács-Kiskun 
county Kecskemét, hungary 
Borgarbókasafn reykjavíkur, Iceland

August 30, 1975. 
The day of the 
disappearance. The 
day somerset, new 
hampshire, lost its 
innocence. 
 That summer, 
struggling author 
harry Quebert fell 
in love with fifteen-
year-old nola 
Kellergan. Thirty-

three years later, her body is dug up from 
his yard, along with a manuscript copy 
of the novel that made him a household 
name. Quebert is the only suspect. 
 marcus goldman – Quebert’s most 
gifted protégé – throws off his writer’s 
block to clear his mentor’s name. solving 
the case and penning a new bestseller 
soon merge into one. As his book begins 
to take on a life of its own, the nation is 
gripped by the mystery of ‘The girl who 
Touched the heart of America.’ 
 But with nola, in death as in life, 
nothing is ever as it seems. 

Joël Dicker was born in geneva in 1985. 
his first novel, Les Derniers Jours de Nos 
Pères, won the prix des ecrivains genevois, 
a prestigious award for unpublished 
manuscripts. The Truth About the Harry 
Quebert Affair has sold more than two 
million copies across europe.

All the Light We Cannot See 
by Anthony Doerr
nomInATeD BY:  
Calgary public library, Canada,  
stadtbücherei frankfurt am  
main, germany 
leipziger stadtische  
Bibliotheken, germany 
Veria Central public library, greece 
galway County library, Ireland  
de Bibliotheek rotterdam,  
The netherlands 
pikes peak library District, UsA  
richland library Columbia, UsA 
new hampshire state library UsA  
Denver public library, UsA  
houston public library, UsA  
The Carnegie library of pittsburgh, UsA 
san José public library, UsA  
lincoln library springfield, UsA

marie-laure lives 
with her father 
in paris near 
the museum of 
natural history, 
where he works as 
the master of its 
thousands of locks. 
when she is six, 
marie-laure goes 
blind. when she is 
twelve, the nazis 

occupy paris and father and daughter flee 
to the walled citadel of saint-malo, where 
marie-laure’s reclusive great-uncle lives 
in a tall house by the sea. with them they 
carry what might be the museum’s most 
valuable and dangerous jewel. 
 In a mining town in germany, the 
orphan werner grows up with his younger 
sister, enchanted by a crude radio they 
find. werner becomes an expert at building 
and fixing these crucial new instruments, 
a talent that wins him a place at a brutal 
academy for hitler Youth, then a special 
assignment to track the resistance.  
more and more aware of the human cost  
of his intelligence, werner travels through 
the heart of the war and, finally, into  
saint-malo, where his story and marie-
laure’s converge. 

Anthony Doerr is the author of two story 
collections Memory Wall and The Shell 
Collector, the novel About Grace, and the 
memoir Four Seasons in Rome. All the Light 
We Cannot See was awarded the pulitzer 
prize in 2015. he lives in Boise, Idaho, with 
his wife and two sons.
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The Avenue of the Giants 
by marc Dugain
Translated from the French by Howard Curtis

nomInATeD BY:  
Bibliothèques municipales  
genève, switzerland

Inspired by the true 
story of California 
“Co-ed Killer” 
edmund Kemper, 
The Avenue of the 
Giants follows 
Al Kenner as 
he progresses 
from antisocial 
adolescent to full-
fledged serial killer 
in the turbulent 

60s and 70s. A giant at over seven feet tall 
with an IQ higher than einstein’s, Al has 
never been ordinary. Tainted by his parents’ 
divorce and his mother’s abusive behavior, 
his life takes a chilling turn on the day of 
John f. Kennedy’s assassination. Al spends 
five years in a psychiatric hospital, and 
although he convinces the staff that he 
is of sound mind, he continues to harbor 
vicious impulses. Al leads a double life, 
befriending the santa Cruz police Chief 
and contemplating marrying his daughter, 
all the while committing a series of brutal 
murders. Delving into the mind of this 
complex killer, marc Dugain powerfully 
evokes an America torn between the 
pacifism of the hippie movement and  
the violence of Vietnam. 

Born in senegal in 1957, marc Dugain is 
the author of numerous successful novels. 
his novel The Officers’ Ward recounts his 
grandfather’s experiences in world war  
I and was made into a 2001 film of the 
same name.

1914 
by Jean echenoz
Translated from the French by  
Linda Coverdale

nomInATeD BY:  
los Angeles public library, UsA  
free library of philadelphia, UsA

five frenchmen 
go off to war, two 
of them leaving 
behind a young 
woman who longs 
for their return. 
But the main 
character in this 
brilliant novel is the 
great war itself. 
echenoz leads 
us gently from a 

balmy summer day deep into the relentless 

carnage of trench warfare. 
 with the delicacy of a miniaturist 
echenoz offers us an intimate epic: in the 
panorama of a clear blue sky, a biplane 
spirals suddenly into the ground; a piece of 
shrapnel shears the top off a man’s head 
as if it were a soft-boiled egg; we dawdle 
dreamily in a spring-scented clearing with 
a lonely shell-shocked soldier strolling 
innocently toward a firing squad ready to 
shoot him for desertion. 
 Ultimately, the grace notes of 
humanity in 1914 rise above the terrors 
of war in this beautifully crafted tale that 
echenoz tells with discretion, precision, 
and love. 

Jean Echenoz won france’s prestigious 
prix goncourt for I’m Gone. he is the author 
of eleven novels in english translation – 
including Big Blondes, Lightning, Piano, 
Ravel, and Running – and the winner of 
numerous literary prizes. he lives in paris.

Kamal Jann 
by Dominique eddé
Translated from the French by  
Ros Schwartz

nomInATeD BY:  
los Angeles public library, UsA

Kamal Jann, a 
successful lawyer 
in new York City, 
has a troubled past 
unseen to most. 
when he was a 
boy in syria, his 
uncle, the head 
of the syrian CIA, 
had his parents 
killed, leaving 
Kamal orphaned 

at the age of twelve. In a twisted attempt 
for forgiveness, and as insurance against 
retaliation, Kamal’s uncle paid for his 
education. now living in manhattan, Kamal 
receives news that his uncle is planning a 
terrorist attack on paris and has recruited 
Kamal’s jihadist brother to carry it out.  
To save his brother, and ultimately avenge 
his parent’s murder, Kamal enters into  
a dangerous pact with his uncle.  
 Alliances, damaged lives, impossible 
loves, and deep betrayals unfold as the 
family relationships erode, echoing the 
conflicts that tear apart the countries 
around them in the middle east. 

Born in lebanon, Dominique Eddé is the 
author of several novels as well as an essay 
on Jean genet and a book of interviews with 
the psychoanalyst André green. In 1991, she 
curated and published the photographic 
project ‘Beirut City Centre’ featuring, in 
particular, the work of robert frank and 
Joseph Koudelka. she lives in Turkey.

Your Fathers, Where Are They? 
And the Prophets, Do They Live 
Forever?  
by Dave eggers
nomInATeD BY:  
Bibliotheken der stadt mainz, germany

Your Fathers, Where 
Are They? And the 
Prophets, Do They 
Live Forever? is 
Dave eggers’s 
story of one man 
struggling to make 
sense of the world. 
 In a barracks 
on an abandoned 
military base, miles 
from the nearest 

road, Thomas watches as the man he has 
brought wakes up. Kev, a nAsA astronaut, 
doesn’t recognize his captor, though 
Thomas remembers him. Kev cries for 
help. he pulls at the chain. But the ocean 
is close by, and nobody can hear him over 
the waves and wind. Thomas apologizes. 
he didn’t want to have to resort to this. But 
they really needed to have a conversation, 
and Kev didn’t answer his messages. And 
now, if Kev can just stop yelling, Thomas 
has a few questions. 

Dave Eggers is the author of nine books, 
including most recently The Circle and 
A Hologram for the King, which was a 
finalist for the 2012 national Book Award. 
he is the founder of mcsweeney’s, an 
independent publishing company based 
in san francisco. he lives in northern 
California with his family.

On Earth As It Is In Heaven 
by Davide enia 
Translated from the Italian  
by Antony Shugaar

nomInATeD BY:  
Biblioteca nazionale Centrale di  
roma, Italy

summer, palermo, 
early 1980s. The 
mafia-ruled city is 
a powder keg ready 
to ignite. In a boxing 
gym, a fatherless 
nine-year-old boy 
climbs into the 
ring to face his first 
opponent. 

 so begins On Earth 
as It Is in Heaven, 

a sweeping multigenerational saga that 
reaches back to the collapse of the Italian 
front in north Africa and forward to young 
Davidù’s quest to become Italy’s national 
boxing champion, a feat that has eluded 
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the other men of his family.  
 A meditation on physical violence, love 
and sex, friendship and betrayal, boxing 
and ambition, enia’s novel is a coming-of-
age tale that speaks – sometimes crudely, 
but always honestly – about the joys and 
terrors of becoming a man. 

Davide Enia was born in palermo. he has 
written, directed, and performed in plays 
for the stage and the radio, and has been 
honored with the Ubu prize, the Tondelli 
Award, and the eTI Award, Italy’s three 
most prestigious theater prizes. he lives 
and cooks in rome. On Earth as It Is in 
Heaven is his first novel.

The End of Days 
by Jenny erpenbeck
Translated from the German by  
Susan Bernofsky

nomInATeD BY:  
Zentral-u. landesbibliothek Berlin, 
germany 
stadtbibliothek Bremen, germany 
münchner stadtbibliothek, germany 
Dublin City public libraries, Ireland 
Zentralbibliothek Zürich, switzerland

‘we are born and 
we die – but many 
things could happen 
in between. which 
life do we end up 
living?’ 
 from one 
of the most 
daring voices in 
european fiction, 
this is a story of the 
twentieth century 

traced through the various possible lives of 
one woman. she is a baby who suffocates 
in the cradle. or she lives to become 
an adult and dies beloved. or she dies 
betrayed. or her memory is honoured. 
or she is forgotten by everyone. moving 
from a small galician town at the turn of 
the century, through pre-war Vienna and 
stalin’s moscow to present-day Berlin, 
Jenny erpenbeck hones in on the moments 
when life follows a particular branch 
and ‘fate’ suddenly emerges from the sly 
interplay between history, character and 
pure chance. 
 fully alive with ambition and ideas, 
The End of Days is a novel that pulls apart 
the threads of destiny and allows us to see 
the present and the past anew. 

Jenny Erpenbeck was born in east Berlin 
in 1967. she has worked on opera and 
musical productions and her fiction has 
been translated worldwide. she is the author 
of The Old Child & The Book of Words, and 
Visitation.

The Book of Strange New Things 
by michel faber
nomInATeD BY:  
stockholm public library, sweden 
Denver public library, UsA

It begins with peter, 
a devoted man of 
faith, as he is called 
to the mission of a 
lifetime, one that 
takes him galaxies 
away from his 
wife, Bea. peter 
becomes immersed 
in the mysteries 
of an astonishing 
new environment, 

overseen by an enigmatic corporation 
known only as UsIC. his work introduces 
him to a seemingly friendly native 
population struggling with a dangerous 
illness and hungry for peter’s teachings 
– his Bible is their “book of strange new 
things.” But peter is rattled when Bea’s 
letters from home become increasingly 
desperate: typhoons and earthquakes 
are devastating whole countries, and 
governments are crumbling.  Bea’s faith, 
once the guiding light of their lives, begins 
to falter.   
 while peter is reconciling the needs 
of his congregation with the desires of his 
strange employer, Bea is struggling for 
survival. Their trials lay bare a profound 
meditation on faith, love tested beyond 
endurance, and our responsibility to those 
closest to us. 

michel Faber has written seven other 
books, including the highly acclaimed The 
Crimson Petal and the White, The Fahrenheit 
Twins and the whitbread-shortlisted  
novel Under the Skin. Born in holland, 
brought up in Australia, he lives in the 
scottish highlands.

The Barefoot Queen 
by Ildefonso falcones
Translated from the Spanish by  
Mara Faye Lethem

nomInATeD BY:  
de Bibliotheek rotterdam,  
The netherlands

spain, 1748. 
Caridad is a 
recently freed 
Cuban slave 
wandering the 
streets of seville. 
her master is 
dead and she has 
nowhere to go. 
when, by chance, 
she meets milagros 
Carmona – a 

spellbinding, rebellious gypsy – the two 
women become inseparable. Caridad is 
swept into an exotic fringe society full of 
romance and art, passion and dancing.  
 But their way of life changes instantly 
when gypsies are declared outlaws by 
royal mandate and their world as a free 
people becomes perilous. The community 
is split up – some are imprisoned, some 
forced into hiding, all fearing for their 
lives. After a dangerous separation, 
Caridad and milagros are reunited and 
join in the gypsies’ struggle for sovereignty 
against the widespread oppression. It’s a 
treacherous battle that cannot, and will 
not, be easily won. 

Ildefonso Falcones is a lawyer and 
internationally bestselling and award-
winning author of Cathedral of the Sea and 
The Hand of Fatima. with over 7 million 
copies sold, his work has been translated 
into more than 40 languages worldwide. he 
lives in Barcelona with his family.

I Called Him Necktie 
by milena michiko flašar
Translated from the German by Sheila Dickie

nomInATeD BY:  
Vienna public library, Austria

Twenty-year-old 
Taguchi hiro has 
spent the last 
two years of his 
life living as a 
hikikomori - a 
shut-in who never 
leaves his room 
and has no human 
interaction - in 
his parents’ home 
in Tokyo. As hiro 

tentatively decides to re-enter the world, he 
spends his days observing life around him 
from a park bench. gradually he makes 
friends with ohara Tetsu, a middle-aged 
salaryman who has lost his job but can’t 
bring himself to tell his wife, and shows 
up every day in a suit and tie to pass the 
time on a nearby bench. As hiro and Tetsu 
cautiously open up to each other, they 
discover in their sadness a common bond. 
regrets and disappointments, as well as 
hopes and dreams, come to the surface 
until both find the strength to somehow 
give a new start to their lives

milena michiko Flašar was born in 1980, 
the daughter of a Japanese mother and an 
Austrian father. she lives in Vienna. I Called 
Him Necktie won the 2012 Austrian Alpha 
literature prize. 
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The Silkworm 
by robert galbraith
nomInATeD BY:  
městská knihovna v praze, Czech republic 
Bibliotheque municipale a Vocation 
régionale de nice, france

when novelist owen 
Quine goes missing, 
his wife calls in 
private detective 
Cormoran strike.  
At first, she just 
thinks he has gone 
off by himself  
for a few days –  
as he has done  
before – and she  
wants strike  

to find him and bring him home. 
 But as strike investigates, it becomes 
clear that there is more to Quine’s 
disappearance than his wife realises. The 
novelist has just completed a manuscript 
featuring poisonous pen-portraits of 
almost everyone he knows. If the novel 
were published it would ruin lives – so 
there are a lot of people who might want to 
silence him. 
 And when Quine is found brutally 
murdered in bizarre circumstances, it 
becomes a race against time to understand 
the motivation of a ruthless killer, a killer 
unlike any he has encountered before… 

Robert Galbraith is a pseudonym for J.K. 
rowling, author of the harry potter series, 
The Casual Vacancy and the first Cormoran 
strike novel The Cuckoo’s Calling. 

Blood-Drenched Beard 
by Daniel galera
Translated from the Portuguese by  
Alison Entrekin

nomInATeD BY:  
Biblioteca Demonstrativa maria da 
Conceição moreira salles / fundação 
Biblioteca nacional Brasila, Brazil

his father shoots 
himself, and all 
he’s left with is the 
old cattle dog and 
a vague desire for 
explanation. he 
loves swimming 
so he drifts south 
to garopaba, a 
quiet little town 
on the Brazilian 
coast, where his 

grandfather disappeared in mysterious, 
possibly brutal, circumstances decades 
before. 
 There, in the midst of romantic flings 
and occasional trips, he comes to discover 
more than he could ever have imagined 

– not just about his grandfather, but also 
about himself. 

Daniel Galera was born in sao paulo 
in 1979. he co-founded the influential 
publishing house livros do mal, and has 
translated David foster wallace, Zadie 
smith and Irvine welsh into Brazilian 
portuguese. he has published a collection 
of short stories and three novels, as well 
as an acclaimed graphic novel with rafael 
Coutinho. 

Who is martha? 
by marjana gaponenko
Translated from the German by  
Arabella Spencer

nomInATeD BY:  
Vienna public library,  Austria

In this rollicking 
novel, 96-year-old 
ornithologist luka 
levadski foregoes 
treatment for lung 
cancer and moves 
from Ukraine to 
Vienna to make 
a grand exit in a 
luxury suite at the 
hotel Imperial. 
he reflects on his 

past while indulging in Viennese cakes and 
savoring music in a gilded concert hall. 
levadski was born in 1914, the same year 
that martha – the last of the now-extinct 
passenger pigeons – died. levadski himself 
has an acute sense of being the last of a 
species. he befriends a hotel butler and 
another elderly guest, who also doesn’t 
have much time left, to share in the lively 
escapades of his final days. This gloriously 
written tale, in which levadski feels “his 
heart pounding at the portals of his brain,” 
mixes piquant wit with lofty musings about 
life, friendship, aging and death. 

marjana Gaponenko was born in 1981 
in odessa, Ukraine. she has a degree in 
german studies from odessa University. 
Who is Martha? is her second novel and  
was awarded the Adelbert von Chamisso 
prize in 2013. she lives in Vienna  
and mainz. 

The Great War 
by Aleksandar gatalica
Translated from the Serbian by Will Firth

nomInATeD BY:  
JU gradska biblioteka I čitaonica  
herceg-novi, montenegro

The Great War 
is a novel that 
comprehensively 
and passionately 
narrates a number 
of stories covering 
the duration of 
world war one, 
starting with the 
year 1914 – the 
year that truly 

marked the beginning of the twentieth 
century. following the destinies of over 
seventy characters, on all warring sides, 
gatalica depicts the experiences of winners 
and losers, generals and opera singers, 
soldiers and spies; managing to grasp 
the atmosphere of the entire epoch, not 
only of these crucial four and a half bloody 
years, but also in the innocent decades that 
preceded the war, and the poisoned ones 
that followed.  
 The stories themselves are various 
but equally important: here we find joyful 
as well as tragic destinies, along with 
examples of exceptional heroism. Yet The 
Great War never becomes a chronicle, 
nor a typical historical novel; above all it 
is a work of art that uses historic events 
as means to tell stirring stories with 
unbelievable and unthinkable convolutions.

Aleksandar Gatalica has published five 
novels to date. most significant are: The 
Lines of Life, The Invisible and The Great 
War which was the best selling book in 
2013 in serbia. he is also a translator from 
Ancient greek, and an active music critic 
and writer. 

The Hilltop 
by Assaf gavron
Translated from the Hebrew by Steven Cohen

nomInATeD BY:  
Universitäts-und landesbibliothek Bonn, 
germany

on a rocky, 
beautiful hilltop 
stands ma’aleh 
hermesh C, 
a fledgling 
community flying 
under the radar. 
on this contested 
land, othniel 
Assis – under 
the wary gaze of 
the neighboring 

palestinian village – plants asparagus, 
arugula, and cherry tomatoes, and he 
installs goats – and his ever-expanding 
family. As othniel cheerfully manipulates 
government agencies, more settlers arrive, 
and, amid a hodge-podge of shipping 
containers and mobile homes, the outpost 
takes root. 
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 one of the settlement’s steadfast 
residents is gabi Kupper whose delicate 
routines are thrown into turmoil with the 
sudden arrival of roni, his prodigal brother, 
who arrives at gabi’s door, penniless. 
To the settlement’s dismay, roni soon 
hatches a plan to sell the “artisanal” olive 
oil from the palestinian village to Tel Aviv 
yuppies. when a curious washington post 
correspondent stumbles into their midst, 
ma’aleh hermesh C becomes the focus of 
an international diplomatic scandal and 
faces its greatest test yet.

Assaf Gavron is the author of seven books, 
and his fiction has been translated into ten 
languages. he has won the Israeli prime 
minister’s Creative Award for Authors, the 
Book fur die stadt award in germany, and 
the prix Courrier International award in 
france. The son of english immigrants, he 
grew up in a small village near Jerusalem 
and currently lives in Tel Aviv. 

An Untamed State 
by roxane gay
nomInATeD BY:  
The national library service of Barbados, 
Bridgetown 
Chicago public library, UsA  
halifax public libraries, Canada

mireille Duval 
Jameson is living 
a fairy tale. The 
strong-willed 
daughter of one 
of haiti’s richest 
sons, she has an 
adoring husband, 
a precocious 
infant son, by all 
appearances a 
perfect life. The 

fairy tale ends one day when mireille 
is kidnapped in broad daylight. held 
captive by a man who calls himself The 
Commander, mireille waits for her father 
to pay her ransom. As her father’s standoff 
with the kidnappers stretches out into 
days, mireille must endure the torments 
of a man who resents everything she 
represents.  
 An Untamed State is a novel of 
wealth in the face of crushing poverty, 
and of the lawless anger that corrupt 
governments produce. It is the story of a 
willful woman attempting to find her way 
back to the person she once was, and 
of how redemption is found in the most 
unexpected of places. 

Roxane Gay’s writing has appeared in 
Best American Short Stories 2012, Virginia 
Quarterly review, noon, The new York 
Times Book review, The rumpus, salon, 
and many others. her first book, Ayiti, was 

a collection of poetry and short stories. An 
Untamed State is gay’s debut novel. 

Live Bait 
by fabio genovesi
Translated from the Italian by  
Michael F. Moore

nomInATeD BY:  
Biblioteca nazionale Centrale di roma, 
Italy

The story of a small 
Italian town where 
fishing, biking, 
and rock ‘n’ roll 
make the news, 
until tragedy turns 
everything upside 
down. 
 nothing 
grows in this 
Tuscan backwater 
except the wild 

imagination of fiorenzo, a nineteen-year-
old metalhead. he lives for his garage 
band, horror movies, and fishing in the 
murky irrigation ditches outside of town. 
But when his path crosses with mirko, 
the teenage cycling phenomenon, and 
Tiziana, the smart but frustrated head of 
the local youth center turned refuge for 
the town’s hard-drinking seniors, his world 
will never be the same. from the brink of 
despair they fight their way back through 
honesty, resilience, and laughter, their 
fates interweaving in a story that is at once 
achingly funny, bitter, and full of poetic 
fervor.

Fabio Genovesi is the author of three 
novels and is a regular contributor to 
Vanity fair and la lettura, the literary 
supplement to the Italian newspaper 
Corriere della sera. he also writes for film 
and has contributed articles to rolling 
stone. 

What Came Before 
by Anna george
nomInATeD BY:  
The state library of Victoria  
melbourne, Australia

‘my name is David 
James forrester. 
I’m a solicitor. 
Tonight, at 6.10, I 
killed my wife. This 
is my statement.’ 
In melbourne’s 
inner west, David 
sits in his car, 
dictaphone in 
hand. he’s sick 

to his stomach but determined to record 
his version of events. his wife elle hovers 

over her own lifeless body as it lies in the 
laundry of the house they shared. David 
thinks back on their relationship – intimate, 
passionate, intense – and what led to this 
terrible night. 
 from her eerie vantage point, elle 
traces the sweep of their shared past too. 
Before David, she’d enjoyed a contented 
life – as a successful filmmaker, a much-
loved aunt and friend. But in the course 
of two years, she was captivated and then 
undone by him. not once in those turbulent 
times did she imagine that her alluring, 
complex husband was capable of this. 

Initially trained as a lawyer, Anna George 
has worked in the legal world as well as 
the film and television industries. she is 
currently working on her second novel, 
which is set on Victoria’s mornington 
peninsula. she lives in melbourne with her 
husband and two children. 

Tree of Sorrow 
by malim ghozali pK
Translated from the Malay

nomInATeD BY:  
The national library of malaysia,  
Kuala lumpar 

As a prince who 
was being groomed 
to ascend the seat 
of the state royal 
household, TC’s 
vengeance towards 
The pangkor Treaty 
and writing of 
his motherland’s 
history and his 
race now seemed 
in limbo. he was 

an educated young man who understood 
the meaning of the coexistence of a ruler 
and his subjects. The moment destiny 
wrenched him to the mental hospital, 
his universe immediately changed.  
fortunately, his unexpected friendship with 
haji The nering Tree, Dr. Uzai, sister Yuria, 
Bina, Arbakyah and Abang Topi gave him 
the true meaning of life. TC loved his race 
and his motherland. his dreams were not 
about the palace, but hovered around the 
villages on the thatched roof houses and 
the river.  
 only when his body was entrapped in 
his new found world, did he realize that 
in the palace also existed dishonesty and 
treachery, with all its intrigue. Could TC be 
able to settle his score with The pangkor 
Treaty 1874, which according to him was 
the black spot in the history of his race? 

malim Ghozali PK works in a variety 
of literary genres. his awards include 
an esso-gApenA literary prize, a 
public Bank literary Award, the Berita 
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publications literary prize, and two 
malaysian literary prizes. In 2007 he 
became a fellow in writing in the Iowa 
International writing program. he lives in 
Kuala lumpur, malaysia.

Little Egypt 
by lesley glaister
nomInATeD BY:  
liverpool City libraries, UK

little egypt was 
once a well-to-do 
country house 
in the north of 
england. now it’s 
derelict and trapped 
on a small island 
of land between 
a railway, a dual 
carriageway and 
a superstore, and 
although it looks 

deserted it isn’t. nonagenarian twins, Isis 
and osiris, still live in the home they were 
born in, and from which in the 1920s their 
obsessive egyptologist parents left them to 
search for the fabled tomb of herihor – a 
search from which they never returned. 
Isis and osiris have stayed in the house, 
guarding a terrible secret, for all their 
long lives until a chance meeting between 
Isis and young American anarchist spike, 
sparks an unlikely friendship and proves a 
catalyst for change. 

Lesley Glaister is the author of twelve 
novels and winner of the somerset 
maugham, Betty Trask and Yorkshire post 
Author of the Year prizes. her stories have 
been anthologised and broadcast on radio 
4. she has written drama for radio and 
stage. she teaches creative writing at the 
University of st Andrews. 

Thai 
by goran gocić
Translated from the Serbian by  
Christina Pribichevich Zoric

nomInATeD BY:  
U gradska biblioteka I čitaonica  
herceg-novi, montenegro  
Belgrade City library, serbia

If it were not a 
novel, this would 
be a “feasibility 
study” dealing 
with the ways and 
means of a self-
aware man who 
wishes or, rather, 
seeks to protect 
a woman. The 
project is, under 

the given circumstances, doomed to 
failure not because it is impossible, but 

because it is unnecessary. The fragile 
and gentle woman, with her passive 
Buddhist presence and existence, would 
lead this seemingly macho man to 
self-decomposition. he goes through a 
stunningly honest self-analysis only to turn 
himself into a vulnerable human being. so 
vulnerable, in fact, that he is the one who 
seeks st. Christopher’s protection.  
 Thai also serves as a lesson given to a 
complacent westerner, with the intention 
of curing his haughty ego by succumbing to 
the east. however, there are no winners in 
this process, only losers. 

Goran Gocić has worked as a freelance 
journalist, editor, translator and filmmaker 
for thirty-odd media outlets. his works 
have been translated into ten languages. 
Thai is goran gocić’s first novel. In 2014 it 
won the nIn prize, the most prestigious 
literary award in serbia and has become a 
bestseller. 

All Russians Love Birch Trees
by olga grjasnowa
Translated from the German by Eva Bacon

nomInATeD BY:  
stadtbibliothek Bremen, germany 
stadtbüchereien Düsseldorf, germany

set in frankfurt, 
All Russians Love 
Birch Trees follows 
a young immigrant 
named masha. 
fluent in five 
languages, masha 
lives with her 
boyfriend, elias. 
her best friends are 
muslims struggling 
to obtain residence 

permits, and her parents rarely leave the 
house. suddenly elias is hospitalized after 
a serious soccer injury and dies.  
 olga grjasnowa has a unique gift for 
seeing the funny side of even the most 
tragic situations. her debut novel tells the 
story of a headstrong young woman for 
whom the issue of origin and nationality is 
immaterial – her Jewish background has 
taught her she can survive anywhere. Yet 
masha isn’t equipped to deal with grief, 
and this all-too-normal shortcoming gives 
a particularly bittersweet quality to her 
adventures. 

Olga Grjasnowa was born in 1984 in Baku, 
Azerbaijan, grew up in the Caucasus, and 
has spent extended periods in poland, 
russia, and Israel. she moved to germany 
at the age of twelve and is a graduate of the 
german institute for literature/Creative 
writing in leipzig. 

Falling Out of Time 
by David grossman
Translated from the Hebrew  
by Jessica Cohen

nomInATeD BY:  
Bergen offentlige Bibliotek, norway

In Falling Out 
of Time, David 
grossman has 
created a genre-
defying drama 
– part play, part 
prose, pure poetry 
– to tell the story of 
bereaved parents 
setting out to reach 
their lost children. 
It begins in a 

small village, in a kitchen, where a man 
announces to his wife that he is leaving, 
embarking on a journey in search of their 
dead son. The man – called simply the 
‘walking man’ – paces in ever-widening 
circles around the town. one after another, 
all manner of townsfolk fall into step with 
him, each enduring his or her own loss. 
The walkers raise questions of grief and 
bereavement: Can death be overcome 
by an intensity of speech or memory? Is 
it possible, even for a fleeting moment, 
to call to the dead and free them from 
their death? grossman’s answer to such 
questions is a hymn to these characters, 
who ultimately find solace and hope in 
their communal act of breaching death’s 
hermetic separateness.

David Grossman was born in Jerusalem, 
where he still lives. he is the bestselling 
author of numerous works of fiction, 
non-fiction, and children’s literature, 
which have been translated into thirty-six 
languages. 

The Hollow Ground 
by natalie s. harnett
nomInATeD BY:  
Cape Breton regional library,  
sydney, Canada

The underground 
mine fires ravaging 
pennsylvania coal 
country have forced 
eleven-year-old 
Brigid howley 
and her family to 
seek refuge with 
her estranged 
grandparents. 
Tragedy is no 
stranger to the 

howleys, a proud Irish-American clan who 
takes strange pleasure in the “curse” laid 
upon them generations earlier by a priest 
who ran afoul of the molly maguires. The 
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weight of this legacy rests heavily on a new 
generation, when Brigid, already struggling 
to keep her family together, makes a grisly 
discovery in a long-abandoned bootleg 
mine shaft. In the aftermath, decades-old 
secrets threaten to prove just as dangerous 
to the howleys as the burning, hollow 
ground beneath their feet.  
 Inspired by real-life events in Centralia 
and Carbondale, where devastating coal 
mine fires irrevocably changed the lives of 
residents. 

Natalie S. Harnett is an mfA graduate 
of Columbia. she has been awarded an 
edward Albee fellowship, a summer 
literary seminars fellowship and a 
Vermont studio Center writer’s grant has 
been published in The new York Times, 
The madison review and The macguffin. 
she lives on long Island. 

Golden Boys 
by sonya hartnett
nomInATeD BY:  
The state library of Victoria melbourne, 
Australia  
The state library of new south wales 
sydney, Australia

with their father, 
there’s always a 
catch...  
Colt Jenson and 
his younger brother 
Bastian have moved 
to a new, working-
class suburb. 
The Jensons 
are different. 
Their father, rex, 
showers them 

with gifts – toys, bikes, all that glitters 
most – and makes them the envy of the 
neighbourhood. 
 To freya Kiley and the other local kids, 
the Jensons are a family from a magazine, 
and rex a hero – successful, attentive, 
attractive, always there to lend a hand. 
But to Colt he’s an impossible figure in 
a different way: unbearable, suffocating. 
has Colt got rex wrong, or has he seen 
something in his father that will destroy 
their fragile new lives? 

Sonya Hartnett’s work has won numerous 
Australian and international literary prizes 
and has been published around the world. 
her accolades include the Commonwealth 
writers’ prize for Of a Boy, the guardian 
Children’s fiction prize for Thursday’s Child, 
and the Victorian premier’s literary Award 
for Surrender. 

A man Came Out of 
a Door in the mountain 
by Adrianne harun
nomInATeD BY: 
halifax public libraries, Canada

In this mysterious 
and chilling novel, 
girls, mostly native, 
are vanishing 
from the sides 
of a notorious 
highway in the 
isolated pacific 
northwest. leo 
Kreutzer and his 
friends are barely 
touched by these 

disappearances – until a series of 
enigmatic strangers arrive in their remote 
mountain town, beguiling and bewitching 
them. It seems as if the devil himself has 
appeared among them. 
 A Man Came Out of a Door in the 
Mountain is an unsettling portrait of life 
in a dead-end town, as seductive and 
beautifully written as the devil’s dark arts 
are wielded. 

Adrianne Harun’s acclaimed story 
collection, The King of Limbo, was a 
sewanee writer’s series selection and a 
washington state Book Award finalist. A 
Man Came Out of a Door in the Mountain is 
her debut novel. harun’s stories have been 
widely published in such periodicals as 
story, narrative magazine, and the Chicago 
Tribune . 

The Amber Fury
by natalie haynes
nomInATeD BY:  
Auckland libraries, new Zealand

when Alex morris 
loses her fiancé 
in dreadful 
circumstances, she 
moves from london 
to edinburgh to 
make a break 
with the past. Alex 
takes a job at a 
pupil referral Unit, 
which accepts the 
students excluded 

from other schools in the city. These are 
troubled, difficult kids and Alex is terrified 
of what she’s taken on. 
 There is one class – a group of five 
teenagers – who intimidate Alex and every 
other teacher on The Unit. But with the 
help of the greek tragedies she teaches, 
Alex gradually develops a rapport with 
them. finding them enthralled by tales of 
cruel fate and bloody revenge, she even 

begins to worry that they are taking her 
lessons to heart, and that a whole new 
tragedy is being performed, right in front  
of her... 

Natalie Haynes is a writer, broadcaster, 
reviewer and classicist. she judged the 
Theakstons old peculier Crime novel of 
the Year in 2010, The women’s prize for 
fiction in 2012, and the man Booker prize 
in 2013. The Amber Fury is her first novel. 

Elizabeth is missing 
by emma healey
nomInATeD BY:  
library of Birmingham, UK

meet maud. maud 
is forgetful. she 
makes a cup of 
tea and doesn’t 
remember to 
drink it. she goes 
to the shops and 
forgets why she 
went. sometimes 
her home is 
unrecognizable – or 
her daughter helen 

seems a total stranger. 
 But there’s one thing maud is sure of: 
her friend elizabeth is missing. The note in 
her pocket tells her so. And no matter who 
tells her to stop going on about it, to leave 
it alone, to shut up, maud will get to the 
bottom of it. 
 Because somewhere in maud’s 
damaged mind lies the answer to an 
unsolved seventy-year-old mystery. one 
everyone has forgotten about. 
 everyone, except maud... 

Emma Healey is 28 years old and grew 
up in london. she has spent most of 
her working life in libraries, bookshops 
and galleries. she completed the mA in 
Creative writing: prose at UeA in 2011. 
Elizabeth is Missing is her first novel. 
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This Should Be Written in  
the Present Tense 
by helle helle
Translated from the Danish by Martin Aitkin

nomInATeD BY:  
Aarhus Kommunes Biblioteker, Denmark 
Deichmanske Bibliotek oslo, norway

Dorte is twenty 
and pretending to 
study literature 
at Copenhagen 
University. In fact, 
she is cut off and 
adrift, living in 
a backwater in 
a bungalow by 
the rail tracks, 
riding the trains, 
clocking up random 

encounters. she remembers her ex per 
– who had wanted to grow old with her, 
who had stood in tears on the driveway as 
she left – as a new world opens up: one of 
transient relationships, casual lovers, and 
awkward attempts to write. This Should 
Be Written in the Present Tense is a novel 
for anyone who has ever been young, 
sleepless, and a little reckless, trying to 
figure it all out.

Helle Helle is arguably Denmark’s 
foremost modern novelist and its most 
popular. she has been awarded many 
prizes and was recently given the lifetime 
Award of the Danish Arts Council. her 
work has been translated into thirteen 
languages. This Should Be Written in the 
Present Tense is her first novel to be 
translated into english.

Last Bus to Coffeeville 
by J. paul henderson
nomInATeD BY:  
wojewódzka Biblioteka publiczna im. 
marszałka Józefa piłsudskiego w Łodzi, 
poland

nancy skidmore 
has Alzheimer’s 
and her oldest 
friend eugene 
Chaney III once 
more a purpose in 
life – to end hers. 

 when the moment 
for gene to take 
nancy to her 
desired death in 
Coffeeville arrives, 

she is unexpectedly admitted to the secure 
unit of a nursing home and he has to call 
upon his two remaining friends to help 
break her out: one his godson, a disgraced 
weatherman in the throes of a midlife 
crisis, and the other an ex-army marksman 
officially dead for forty years. 

 on a tour bus once stolen from paul 
mcCartney, and joined by a young orphan 
boy searching for lost family, the band 
of misfits career towards mississippi 
through a landscape of war, euthanasia, 
communism, religion and racism, and 
along the way discover the true meaning  
of love, family and – most important of  
all – friendship.

J. Paul Henderson was born and grew 
up in Bradford, west Yorkshire, gained a 
master’s degree in American studies and 
travelled to Afghanistan. he worked in a 
foundry, as a bus conductor, trained as an 
accountant and then, when the opportunity 
to return to academia arose, left for 
mississippi, returning four years later with 
a doctorate in 20thC Us history. 

Fourth of July Creek 
by smith henderson
nomInATeD BY:  
Christchurch City libraries, new Zealand 
miami-Dade public library system, UsA

After trying to help 
Benjamin pearl, an 
undernourished, 
nearly feral eleven-
year-old boy living 
in the montana 
wilderness, social 
worker pete 
snow comes face 
to face with the 
boy’s profoundly 
disturbed father, 

Jeremiah. with courage and caution, pete 
slowly earns a measure of trust from this 
paranoid survivalist itching for a final 
conflict that will signal the coming end 
Times.
 But as pete’s own family spins out of 
control, pearl’s activities spark the full-
blown interest of the f.B.I., putting pete 
at the center of a massive manhunt from 
which no one will emerge unscathed.

Smith Henderson is the recipient of a 
pen emerging writers Award in fiction. 
he was a philip roth resident in Creative 
writing at Bucknell University, a pushcart 
prize winner, and a fellow at the michener 
Center for writers in Austin, Texas. his 
fiction has appeared in American Short 
Fiction, One Story, New Orleans Review, 
Makeout Creek, and Witness. Born and 
raised in montana, he now lives in oregon.

The Claimant 
by Janette Turner hospital
nomInATeD BY:  
The state library of south Australia, 
Adelaide

manhattan, 1996: 
the trial of the 
Vanderbilt claimant 
is finally coming to 
an end. The case – 
long, complex, riven 
with unknowns, 
attracting huge 
media and social 
interest – has been 
seeking to establish 
whether or not a 

certain man is the son of the fabulously 
wealthy and well-connected Vanderbilt 
family. The son went missing, presumed 
dead, while serving in the Vietnam war. 
There is huge fortune, prestige and status 
at stake. But is the man – a handsome 
cattle farmer from Queensland – really 
the Vanderbilt heir? And if so, why does 
he seem so reluctant to be found? The 
Claimant is a compelling and ravishingly 
readable novel about the fluid, shifting and 
ultimately elusive nature of identity and 
the reasons why people seek to change 
their names, their identities or their 
personalities. 

Janette Turner Hospital grew up in 
Brisbane. she has won a number of prizes 
for her eight novels and four short-story 
collections, which have been published in 
numerous languages. In 2003, she won the 
Queensland premier’s literary Award and 
received a Doctor of letters honoris causa 
from the University of Queensland. 

The Blazing World 
by siri hustvedt
nomInATeD BY:  
Bibliotheque municipale de mulhouse, 
france 
stadtbücherei frankfurt am main, 
germany 
Deichmanske Bibliotek, oslo, norway 
City of richmond public library, UsA

The artist harriet 
Burden, furious 
at the lack of 
attention paid her 
by the new York art 
world, conducts an 
experiment: she 
hides her identity 
behind three male 
fronts in a series of 
exhibitions. Their 
success seems 

to prove her point, but there’s a sting in 
the tail – when she unmasks herself, 
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not everyone believes her. Then her last 
collaborator meets a bizarre end. 
 In this mesmerising tour de force, 
Burden’s story emerges after her death 
through a variety of sources, including 
her not entirely reliable journals and the 
testimonies of her children, lover and a 
dear friend. each account is different, 
however, and the mysteries multiply. 

Siri Hustvedt’s first novel, The Blindfold, 
was published by sceptre in 1993. since 
then she has published The Enchantment 
of Lily Dahl, What I Loved, The Sorrows of an 
American and The Summer Without Men. 
Born in minnesota, siri hustvedt now lives 
in Brooklyn, new York. 

The Scribe 
by sobani Iddamalgoda
nomInATeD BY:  
Colombo public library, sri lanka

In the night after 
meditation with 
the monk, feeling 
the end nearing 
me, I write the 
last entries in my 
document. I write 
that I want my four 
begging bowls of 
the Buddhas to 
go to Kosala and 
subha after my 

death. The monk would inform them of my 
wish. I write down the location where they 
would find them and tell them how to keep 
the naaga away. I hope Kosala will not 
return them. mortals are unpredictable.

The Scribe is Sobani Iddamalgoda’s fourth 
novel. Through her main characters she 
tries to discuss the human being as it 
struggles to make meaning in his/her 
situation. some of her other works include 
Tapestry, A Moment with Hinnihamy, Mind 
Sped and Interesting English. sobani lives  
in sri lanka.

Song for an Approaching Storm 
by peter fröberg Idling
Translated from the Swedish by Peter Graves

nomInATeD BY:  
stockholm public library, sweden

In the hot, rainy 
summer of 1955, 
Cambodia is in 
upheaval. The 
first democratic 
elections, just 
weeks away, will 
determine not 
only the future of 
a country, but the 
happiness of three 
people. 

 sar is a quiet, serious schoolteacher, 
officially campaigning for the opposition, 
who is secretly working for an armed 
Communist takeover. many years later, he 
will become known to the world as pol pot. 
 somaly – young, fragile, beautiful – 
refuses to be tied down. she is the woman 
sar loves, the woman for whom he is 
willing to sacrifice his most dearly held 
beliefs. 
 And sary is the ruthless deputy 
prime minister – determined to keep the 
opposition from power by any means, and 
to make somaly his lover.

Peter Fröberg Idling was born in 
stockholm. he spent two years in Cambodia 
as legal advisor to a human rights 
organization. Song for an Approaching 
Storm, his first novel, has been translated 
into eight languages. peter is now based 
in stockholm dividing his time between 
literary criticism and work on his  
second novel. 

Natchez Burning 
by greg Iles
nomInATeD BY:  
Tulsa City-County library, UsA

growing up in the 
rural southern 
hamlet of natchez, 
mississippi, penn 
Cage learned 
everything he 
knows about honor 
and duty from his 
father, Tom Cage. 
But now the beloved 
family doctor 
and pillar of the 

community is accused of murdering Violet 
Turner, the beautiful nurse with whom he 
worked in the dark days of the early 1960s. 
penn is determined to save his father, even 
though Tom, stubbornly evoking doctor-
patient privilege, refuses to speak up in his 
own defense. 
 The quest for answers sends penn 
deep into the past – into the heart of a 
conspiracy of greed and murder involving 
the Double eagles, a vicious KKK crew 
headed by one of the wealthiest and most 

powerful men in the state. with the aid of 
a local friend and reporter, penn follows 
a bloody trail that stretches back forty 
years…

Greg Iles spent most of his youth in 
natchez, mississippi. his first novel, 
Spandau Phoenix, was the first of thirteen 
new York Times bestsellers, and his new 
trilogy continues the story of penn Cage, 
protagonist of The Quiet Game, Turning 
Angel, and #1 new York Times bestseller 
The Devil’s Punchbowl. 

The Dead Lake 
by hamid Ismailov
Translated from the Russian by  
Andrew Bromfield

nomInATeD BY:  
Deichmanske Bibliotek, oslo, norway

A haunting russian 
tale about the 
environmental 
legacy of the Cold 
war. Yerzhan 
grows up in a 
remote part of 
Kazakhstan where 
the soviets test 
atomic weapons. 
As a young boy he 
falls in love with the 

neighbour’s daughter and one evening, to 
impress her, he dives into a forbidden lake. 
The radioactive water changes Yerzhan. he 
will never grow into a man. while the girl 
he loves becomes a beautiful woman. 

Born in 1954 in Kyrgyzstan, Hamid 
Ismailov moved to Uzbekistan as a young 
man. he writes in both russian and Uzbek 
and his novels and poetry have been 
translated into many european languages, 
including german, french and spanish. he 
now works for the BBC world service. 

memory of Water 
by emmi Itäranta
Translated from the Finnish by the author

nomInATeD BY:  
helsinki City library, finland

global warming 
has changed the 
world’s geography 
and its politics. 
wars are waged 
over water, and 
China rules 
europe, including 
the scandinavian 
Union, which is 
occupied by the 
power state of new 

Qian. In this far north place, seventeen-
year-old noria Kaitio is learning to become 
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a tea master like her father, a position 
that holds great responsibility and great 
secrets. Tea masters alone know the 
location of hidden water sources, including 
the natural spring that noria’s father 
tends, which once provided water for her 
whole village. when noria’s father dies, 
the secret of the spring reaches the new 
military commander... and the power of the 
army is vast indeed. But the precious water 
reserve is not the only forbidden knowledge 
noria possesses, and resistance is a  
fine line.

Emmi Itäranta writes fiction in finnish and 
english, and is currently working on her 
second novel. her award-winning debut 
novel Memory of Water (Teemestarin kirja) 
was originally published in finland. she 
lives in Canterbury, United Kingdom.

A Brief History of Seven Killings 
by marlon James
nomInATeD BY:  
Jamaica library service, Kingston

on December 3, 
1976, just before 
the Jamaican 
general election 
and two days 
before Bob marley 
was to play the 
smile Jamaica 
Concert to ease 
political tensions 
in Kingston, 
seven unnamed 

gunmen stormed the singer’s house, 
machine guns blazing. The attack wounded 
marley, his wife, and his manager, and 
injured several others. little was officially 
released about the gunmen, but rumors 
abounded regarding the assassins’ fates. 
A Brief History of Seven Killings is James’s 
fictional exploration of that dangerous 
and unstable time in Jamaica’s history 
and beyond. Deftly spanning decades and 
continents and peopled with a wide range 
of characters—assassins, drug dealers, 
journalists, and even ghosts—James 
brings to life the people who walked the 
streets of 1970s Kingston. 

marlon James was born in Jamaica in 
1970. he is the author of The Book of Night 
Women, John Crow’s Devil and A Brief 
History of Seven Killings, which won the 
oCm Bocas prize for Caribbean literature 
for fiction, the Anisfield-wolf Book Award 
for fiction, and the minnesota Book Award. 
James lives in minneapolis. 

The Girl Who Saved the  
King of Sweden 
by Jonas Jonasson
Translated from the Swedish  
by Rachel Willson-Broyles

nomInATeD BY:  
regional library of Karviná, Karviná-
mizerov, Czech republic 

on June 14th, 2007, 
the King and prime 
minister of sweden 
went missing from 
a gala banquet at 
the royal Castle. 
later it was said 
that both had fallen 
ill: the truth is 
different. The real 
story starts much 
earlier, in 1961, with 

the birth of nombeko mayeki in a shack 
in soweto. nombeko was fated to grow up 
fast and die early in her poverty-stricken 
township. But nombeko takes a different 
path. she finds work as a housecleaner 
and eventually makes her way up to the 
position of chief advisor, at the helm of one 
of the world’s most secret projects. 
 here is where the story merges with, 
then diverges from reality. south Africa 
developed six nuclear missiles in the 
1980s, then voluntarily dismantled them 
in 1994. This is a story about the seventh 
missile... the one that was never supposed 
to have existed. 

Jonas Jonasson is the author of the novel 
The 100-Year-Old Man Who Climbed Out the 
Window and Disappeared, which has sold 
more than eight million copies world- 
wide. Jonasson now lives with his son  
on the swedish island of gotland in  
the Baltic sea. 

Fallout 
by sadie Jones
nomInATeD BY:  
m. rudomino state library for foreign 
literature moscow, russia

four young people 
in 1970s london 
race toward the 
future, fueled by 
love, betrayal, and 
creative ambition. 
 luke 
Kanowski is a 
young playwright— 
intense, magnetic, 
and eager for 
life. he escapes a 

disastrous upbringing in the northeast and, 
arriving in london, meets paul Driscoll, an 
aspiring producer, and the beautiful, fiery 
leigh radley, the woman paul loves. 

 The three set up a radical theater 
company, living and working together; a 
romantic connection forged in candlelit 
rehearsal rooms during power cuts and 
smoky late-night parties in Chelsea’s run-
down flats.  
 nina Jacobs is a fragile actress, 
bullied by her mother and in thrall to a 
controlling producer. when luke meets 
nina, he recognizes a soul in danger—but 
how much must he risk to save her?

Sadie Jones is the author of four novels, 
including The Outcast, winner of the Costa 
first novel Award in great Britain and a 
finalist for the orange prize for fiction and 
the los Angeles Times Book prize, Small 
Wars, and the bestselling The Uninvited 
Guests. she lives in london. 

The Love Song of miss  
Queenie Hennessy 
by rachel Joyce
nomInATeD BY:  
Timaru District libraries, new Zealand

An exquisite, funny 
and heartrending 
parallel story 
from the author 
of the worldwide 
bestseller, The 
Unlikely Pilgrimage 
of Harold Fry. 

 when Queenie 
hennessy discovers 
that harold fry is 
walking the length 

of england to save her, and all she has to 
do is wait, she is shocked. her note had 
explained she was dying. how can she 
wait?  
 A new volunteer at the hospice 
suggests that Queenie should write 
again; only this time she must tell harold 
everything. In confessing to secrets she 
has hidden for twenty years, she will find 
atonement for the past. As the volunteer 
points out, ‘even though you’ve done your 
travelling, you’re starting a new journey 
too.’  
 Queenie thought her first letter would 
be the end of the story. she was wrong. It 
was the beginning.

Rachel Joyce is the author of The Unlikely 
Pilgrimage of Harold Fry which was 
shortlisted for the Commonwealth Book 
prize and has been translated into 34 
languages. she is also the award-winning 
writer of over 30 original afternoon plays 
and classic adaptations for BBC radio 
4. rachel Joyce lives with her family in 
gloucestershire. 
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F 
by Daniel Kehlmann
Translated from the German by  
Carol Brown Janeway

nomInATeD BY:  
stadt Bibliothek salzburg, Austria 
Zentral-u. landesbibliothek  
Berlin, germany  
Bibliotheken der stadt mainz, germany 
free library of philadelphia, UsA

Artful and 
subversive, F tells 
the story of the 
friedland family – 
fakers, all of them 
– and the day when 
the fate in which 
they don’t quite 
believe catches up 
with them 
 having 
achieved nothing in 

life, Arthur friedland is tricked on stage by 
a hypnotist and told to change everything. 
After he abandons his three young sons, 
they grow up to be a faithless priest, a 
broke financier and a forger. each of them 
cultivates absence. one will be lost to it. 
 A novel about the game of fate and the 
fetters of family, F never stops questioning, 
exploring and teasing at every twist and 
turn of its rubik’s Cube-like narrative

Daniel Kehlmann was born in munich 
in 1975 and lives in Vienna, Berlin and 
new York. his works include Measuring 
the World, Me & Kaminski and Fame, and 
have won numerous prizes. Measuring 
the World was translated into more than 
forty languages and is one of the biggest 
successes in post-war german literature. 

The Invention of Wings 
by sue monk Kidd
nomInATeD BY:  
The Capital library of China, Beijing 
stadtbücherei frankfurt am main, 
germany  
Dunedin public libraries, new Zealand

sarah grimké is the 
middle daughter. 
The one her mother 
calls difficult and 
her father calls 
remarkable. on 
sarah’s eleventh 
birthday, hetty 
‘handful’ grimké 
is taken from the 
slave quarters 
she shares with 

her mother, wrapped in lavender ribbons, 
and presented to sarah as a gift. sarah 
knows what she does next will unleash a 
world of trouble. she also knows that she 

cannot accept. And so, indeed, the trouble 
begins... 
 Inspired by real events, and set in the 
American Deep south in the nineteenth 
century, The Invention of Wings evokes a 
world of shocking contrasts, of beauty and 
ugliness, of righteous people living daily 
with cruelty they fail to recognise; and 
celebrates the power of friendship and 
sisterhood against all the odds. 

Sue monk Kidd is the author of the highly 
acclaimed bestsellers The Secret Life of 
Bees and The Mermaid Chair. The Secret 
Life of Bees was her first novel. selling over 
6 million copies, it has become a modern 
classic and has been adapted into a 
feature film starring Queen latifah, Dakota 
fanning and Jennifer hudson. 

Euphoria 
by lily King
nomInATeD BY: 
houston public library, UsA

lily King’s new 
novel is the story of 
three young, gifted 
anthropologists in 
the 1930s caught 
in a passionate 
love triangle that 
threatens their 
bonds, their 
careers, and, 
ultimately, their 
lives. 

 english anthropologist Andrew 
Bankson has been alone in the field for 
several years, studying a tribe on the sepik 
river in the Territory of new guinea with 
little success. Increasingly frustrated and 
isolated by his research, Bankson is on the 
verge of suicide when he encounters the 
famous and controversial nell stone and 
her wry, mercurial Australian husband fen.  
 emotionally and physically raw from 
studying the bloodthirsty mumbanyo 
tribe, nell and fen are hungry for a new 
discovery. But when Bankson leads them 
to the artistic, female-dominated Tam, 
he ignites an intellectual and emotional 
firestorm between the three of them that 
burns out of anyone’s control. 

Lily King is the author of the award 
winning novels Father of The Rain, The 
English Teacher  and The Pleasing Hour.  
she lives with her husband and children  
in maine. 

The Back of the Turtle 
by Thomas King
nomInATeD BY:  
Calgary public library, Canada

In The Back of the 
Turtle, gabriel 
returns to smoke 
river, the reserve 
where his mother 
grew up and to 
which she returned 
with gabriel’s 
sister. The reserve 
is deserted after 
an environmental 
disaster killed 

the population, including gabriel’s family, 
and the wildlife. gabriel, a brilliant 
scientist working for Domidion, created 
greensweep, and indirectly led to the 
crisis. now he has come to see the damage 
and to kill himself in the sea. But as he 
prepares to let the water take him, he sees 
a young girl in the waves. plunging in, he 
saves her, and soon is saving others. who 
are these people with their long black hair 
and almond eyes who have fallen from  
the sky?

Thomas King is an award-winning 
novelist, short story writer, scriptwriter 
and photographer of Cherokee and greek 
descent. his acclaimed, bestselling fiction 
includes Medicine River; Truth and Bright 
Water; One Good Story, That One; and A 
Short History of Indians in Canada. he is a 
professor of english at the University of 
guelph, ontario. 

Summer House with  
Swimming Pool 
by herman Koch
Translated from the Dutch by Sam Garrett

nomInATeD BY:  
The state library of south Australia, 
Adelaide  
De Bibliotheek eindhoven,  
The netherlands

marc schlosser is 
a doctor to the rich 
and famous. 
 when his 
most famous 
patient, the actor 
ralph meier, invites 
him and his family 
on holiday, marc 
finds that he can’t 
refuse. But by the 
time the suntans 

fade, ralph meier is dead. 
 The medical board accuses marc of 
negligence. ralph’s wife, however, accuses 
him of murder... 
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Herman Koch, born in 1953, is a Dutch 
writer. he was a renowned television 
actor on the series Jiskefet and a former 
columnist for the newspaper Volkskrant. 
his novel The Dinner won the prestigious 
publieksprijs prize in 2009 and went on 
to be a huge international bestseller. he 
currently lives in Amsterdam. 

The Eye of the Sheep 
by sofie laguna
nomInATeD BY:  
The national library of Australia, Canberra

Told from the 
mesmerising point 
of view and in the 
inimitable voice 
of Jimmy, this is 
an extraordinary 
novel about a 
poor family who is 
struggling to cope 
with a different and 
difficult child. 
 ned was 

beside me, his messages running easily 
through him, with space between each one, 
coming through him like water. he was 
the go-between, going between the animal 
kingdom and this one. I watched the waves 
as they rolled and crashed towards us, 
one after another, never stopping, always 
changing. I knew what was making them 
come, I had been there and I would always 
know. 
 meet Jimmy flick. he’s not like other 
kids – he’s both too fast and too slow. he 
sees too much, and too little. Jimmy’s 
mother paula is the only one who can 
manage him. she teaches him how to 
count sheep so that he can fall asleep. 
she holds him tight enough to stop his 
cells spinning. It is only paula who can 
keep Jimmy out of his father’s way. But 
when Jimmy’s world falls apart, he has to 
navigate the unfathomable world on his 
own, and make things right. 

Sofie Laguna’s first novel One Foot Wrong 
received rave reviews, sold all over the 
world and was longlisted for the miles 
franklin literary Award and shortlisted 
for the prime minister’s literary Award. 
her books for young people have been 
named honour Books and notable Books 
in the Children’s Book Council of Australia 
Book of the Year Awards and have been 
shortlisted in the Queensland premier’s 
Awards. 

The moor’s Account 
by laila lalami
nomInATeD BY:  
san francisco public library, UsA

In these pages, 
laila lalami brings 
us the imagined 
memoirs of the first 
black explorer of 
America: mustafa 
al-Zamori, called 
estebanico. The 
slave of a spanish 
conquistador, 
estebanico sails 
for the Americas 

with his master, Dorantes, as part of a 
danger-laden expedition to florida. within 
a year, estebanico is one of only four crew 
members to survive. 
 As he journeys across America with 
his spanish companions, the old world 
roles of slave and master fall away, and 
estebanico remakes himself as an equal, 
a healer, and a remarkable storyteller. 
his tale illuminates the ways in which our 
narratives can transmigrate into history—
and how storytelling can offer a chance at 
redemption and survival. 

Laila Lalami is the author of the short 
story collection Hope and Other Dangerous 
Pursuits, which was a finalist for the 
oregon Book Award, and the novel Secret 
Son. her essays and opinion pieces have 
appeared in the los Angeles Times, 
The washington post, The nation, The 
guardian, and The new York Times. she is 
an associate professor of creative writing 
at the University of California at riverside. 

Uncle Brother 
by Barbara lalla
nomInATeD BY:  
Jamaica library service, Kingston

Uncle Brother 
unfolds a tale of 
unflinching devotion 
against a tapestry 
of neglect and 
exploitation. Under 
the curious eyes 
of a succession of 
children glimmer 
fragments of stories 
that interlock to 
produce the saga of 

nathan Deoraj – brother, uncle and teacher. 
The young boy on an early twentieth 
century cocoa estate in Trinidad begins 
his own story, and soon the opportunity for 
education and nathan’s own passion for 
books opens the way to a brilliant future. 
Then a crippling loss reshapes his path. 
 however, the very limitations that 
close on him provoke him to unleash his 
mind into the awakening consciousnesses 
around him. others who have taken up 
the tale reveal how nathan’s subsequent 
choices lead to a recharting of countless 

lives and to the forging of connections that 
cross Caribbean social divides.

Barbara Lalla is professor emerita, 
language and literature, University of 
the west Indies. her publications include 
Postcolonialisms: Caribbean Rereading 
of Medieval English Discourse, Defining 
Jamaican Fiction: Marronage and the 
Discourse of Survival, and the companion 
volumes Language in Exile: Three Hundred 
Years of Jamaican Creole. 

The Texture of Shadows 
by mandla langa
nomInATeD BY:  
City of Johannesburg metropolitan library 
& Information services, south Africa

It is 1989, a high 
point of hope in 
south Africa’s 
political history. 
The nation is abuzz 
with rumours of 
nelson mandela’s 
imminent release, 
the dismantling of 
guerrilla camps  
and the possibility 
of peace. 

 A band of exiled people’s Army 
soldiers returns to south Africa. After 
years in Angola they think the change they 
have been fighting for is finally about to 
become a reality. They have been ordered 
to carry and deliver a sealed trunk to an 
unspecified destination.  
 The Texture of Shadows explores a 
world of hardened guerrilla fighters, 
corrupt police officers, ex-political 
prisoners and the victims of abuse of a 
system of bannings and beatings. But there 
are also cracks in this steel-edged world 
that hope, love and beauty can fill as the 
reader is swept up in the story of Chaplain 
nerissa rodrigues and her fellow soldiers. 

mandla Langa was born in Durban. 
langa’s published works include 
Tenderness of Blood, A Rainbow on a Paper 
Sky, The Naked Song and Other Stories, The 
Memory of Stones and the award-winning 
The Lost Colours of the Chameleon. 

Diary of the Fall 
by michel laub
Translated from the Portuguese by  
Margaret Jull Costa

nomInATeD BY:  
Biblioteca Demonstrativa maria da 
Conceição moreira salles fundação Brazil 
Biblioteca nacional, Brasilia, Brazil
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‘I often dreamed 
about the moment 
of the fall, a silence 
that lasted a 
second, possibly 
two, a room full of 
sixty people and 
no one making 
a sound, as if 
everyone were 
waiting for my 
classmate to cry 

out... but he lay on the ground with his  
eyes closed.’ 
 A schoolboy prank goes horribly 
wrong, and a thirteen-year-old boy is left 
injured. Years later, one of the classmates 
relives the episode as he tries to come to 
terms with his demons. 
 Diary of the Fall is the story of three 
generations: a man examining the 
mistakes of his past, and his struggle for 
forgiveness; a father with Alzheimer’s, 
for whom recording every memory has 
become an obsession; and a grandfather 
who survived Auschwitz, filling notebook 
after notebook with the false memories of 
someone desperate to forget. 

michel Laub was born in porto Alegre 
and currently lives in sao paulo. he is a 
writer and journalist, and was named one 
of granta’s twenty ‘Best of Young Brazilian 
novelists’. Diary of the Fall is his fifth novel, 
and the first to be translated into english. 

On Such a Full Sea 
by Chang-rae lee
nomInATeD BY:  
Biblioteca nazionale di napoli –  
Vittorio emanuele III, Italy

In a future, 
long-declining 
America, society 
is strictly stratified 
by class. long-
abandoned urban 
neighborhoods have 
been repurposed 
as highwalled, self-
contained labor 
colonies. And the 
members of the 

labor class—descendants of those brought 
over en masse many years earlier from 
environmentally ruined provincial China—
find purpose and identity in their work to 
provide pristine produce and fish to the 
small, elite, satellite charter villages that 
ring the labor settlement. 
 In this world lives fan, a female 
fish-tank diver, who leaves her home 
in the B-mor settlement once known 
as Baltimore, when the man she loves 
mysteriously disappears. fan’s journey 
to find him takes her out of the safety 

of B-mor, through the anarchic open 
Counties, where crime is rampant with 
scant governmental oversight, and to a 
faraway charter village, in a quest that will 
soon become legend to those she  
left behind. 

Chang-rae Lee is the author of Native 
Speaker, A Gesture Life; Aloft and The 
Surrendered, a finalist for the pulitzer 
prize. selected by The new Yorker as one 
of the “20 writers for the 21st Century,” 
he is professor in the lewis Center for the 
Arts at princeton University. 

10:04 
by Ben lerner
nomInATeD BY:  
new York public library, UsA  
san Diego public library, UsA

In the last year, 
the narrator of 
10:04 has enjoyed 
unlikely literary 
success, has been 
diagnosed with a 
potentially fatal 
medical condition, 
and has been asked 
by his best friend to 
help her conceive a 
child. In a new York 

of increasingly frequent superstorms and 
social unrest, he must reckon with his own 
mortality and the prospect of fatherhood in 
a city that might soon be underwater.
 lerner captures what it’s like to be 
alive now, during the twilight of an empire, 
when the difficulty of imagining a future 
is changing our relationship to both the 
present and the past. 

Ben Lerner was born in Topeka, Kansas. 
he has been a fulbright fellow, a finalist 
for the national Book Award for poetry, 
a howard foundation fellow, and a 
guggenheim fellow. his first novel, Leaving 
the Atocha Station, won the 2012 Believer 
Book Award. he has published three 
poetry collections. lerner is a professor of 
english at Brooklyn College. 

The Golden Age 
by Joan london
nomInATeD BY:  
The state library of Queensland Brisbane, 
Australia 
The national library of Australia, Canberra 
The state library of western Australia, 
perth 
The state library of new south wales, 
sydney, Australia

It is 1954 and 
thirteen-year-
old frank gold, 
refugee from 
wartime hungary, 
is learning to 
walk again after 
contracting polio 
in Australia. At 
The golden Age 
Children’s polio 
Convalescent 

home in perth, he sees elsa, a fellow 
patient, and they form a forbidden, 
passionate bond.  
 The golden Age becomes the little 
world that reflects the larger one, where 
everything occurs: love and desire, music, 
death, and poetry. It is a place where 
children must learn they’re alone, even 
within their families. 
 written in Joan london’s customary 
clear-eyed prose, The Golden Age evokes 
a time past and a yearning for deep 
connection. 

Joan London is the author of two prize-
winning collections of stories, Sister 
Ships and Letter to Constantine.  her 
second novel, The Good Parents, won the 
Christina stead prize for fiction. Joan 
london’s books have all been published 
internationally to critical acclaim. The 
Golden Age is her third novel. 

The Undertaking 
by Audrey magee
nomInATeD BY:  
Katona József library of Bács-Kiskun 
County, Kecskemét, hungary

A soldier on 
the russian 
front marries 
a photograph 
of a woman he 
has never met. 
hundreds of miles 
away in Berlin, the 
woman marries 
a photograph 
of the soldier. 
It is a contract 

of business rather than love. when the 
newlywed strangers finally meet, however, 
passion blossoms and they begin to 
imagine a life together under the bright 
promise of nazi germany. But as the tide 
of war turns and Allied enemies come ever 
closer, the couple find themselves facing 
the terrible consequences of being ordinary 
people stained with their small share of an 
extraordinary guilt... 

Audrey magee worked for twelve years 
as a journalist and has written for, among 
others, The Times, The Irish Times, The 

lives and to the forging of connections that 
cross Caribbean social divides.

Barbara Lalla is professor emerita, 
language and literature, University of 
the west Indies. her publications include 
Postcolonialisms: Caribbean Rereading 
of Medieval English Discourse, Defining 
Jamaican Fiction: Marronage and the 
Discourse of Survival, and the companion 
volumes Language in Exile: Three Hundred 
Years of Jamaican Creole. 

The Texture of Shadows 
by mandla langa
nomInATeD BY:  
City of Johannesburg metropolitan library 
& Information services, south Africa

It is 1989, a high 
point of hope in 
south Africa’s 
political history. 
The nation is abuzz 
with rumours of 
nelson mandela’s 
imminent release, 
the dismantling of 
guerrilla camps  
and the possibility 
of peace. 

 A band of exiled people’s Army 
soldiers returns to south Africa. After 
years in Angola they think the change they 
have been fighting for is finally about to 
become a reality. They have been ordered 
to carry and deliver a sealed trunk to an 
unspecified destination.  
 The Texture of Shadows explores a 
world of hardened guerrilla fighters, 
corrupt police officers, ex-political 
prisoners and the victims of abuse of a 
system of bannings and beatings. But there 
are also cracks in this steel-edged world 
that hope, love and beauty can fill as the 
reader is swept up in the story of Chaplain 
nerissa rodrigues and her fellow soldiers. 

mandla Langa was born in Durban. 
langa’s published works include 
Tenderness of Blood, A Rainbow on a Paper 
Sky, The Naked Song and Other Stories, The 
Memory of Stones and the award-winning 
The Lost Colours of the Chameleon. 

Diary of the Fall 
by michel laub
Translated from the Portuguese by  
Margaret Jull Costa

nomInATeD BY:  
Biblioteca Demonstrativa maria da 
Conceição moreira salles fundação Brazil 
Biblioteca nacional, Brasilia, Brazil
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observer and The guardian. she studied 
german and french at University College 
Dublin and journalism at Dublin City 
University. she lives in wicklow with  
her husband and three daughters. 
The Undertaking is her first novel. 

Placebo: The Beauty and  
Horror of Lies 
by sead mahmutefendić 
Translated from the Bosnian by  
Marina Cotic & Marija Vujica

nomInATeD BY:  
gradska Knjiznica rijeka, Croatia

A satirical and 
grotesque novel: 
Placebo: The Beauty 
and Horror of Lies 
is one of the most 
successful novels 
written by sead 
mahmutefendić. 
It is a novel about 
the character of 
the one gojko 
r., whose meta-

fiction and pseudo reality attract readers 
with its rhythm, dynamics and refined 
environment. Constrained with his own 
frustrations and feelings of solitude and 
rebellious slavery gojko r. finds a refuge 
in fantastic and surreal stories and 
monologues about his invented successes 
and triumphs, re-shaping the vision of 
reality which sharpens up the picture of 
his life and character. The message of the 
novel is: ‘Isn’t the laugh, multidimensional 
and vociferous one of the anthropological 
panaceas for expensive enjoyments and of 
the ways of survival.’ 

Sead mahmutefendić was born in 
sarajevo. his entire literary work is 
comprised under the title Devil’s Comedy. 
he has written 24 books, 13 of them novels. 
In June 2012 an international symposium 
about his work took place in sarajevo 
under the title ‘modern heretic apocryphal 
script about ante-apocalypse’. 

Where the Rēkohu Bone Sings 
by Tina makereti
nomInATeD BY:  
Auckland libraries, new Zealand

from the Chatham 
Islands/rekohu to 
london, from 1835 
to the 21st century, 
this quietly powerful 
and compelling 
novel confronts the 
complexity of being 
moriori, maori  
and pakeha.  

 In the 1880s, mere yearns for 
independence. Iraia wants the same but, 
as the descendant of a slave, such things 
are hardly conceivable. one summer, they 
notice their friendship has changed, but if 
they are ever to experience freedom they 
will need to leave their home in the Queen 
Charlotte sounds.  
 A hundred years later, lula and Bigs 
are born. The birth is literally one in a 
million, as their mother, Tui, likes to say. 
when Tui dies, they learn there is much 
she kept secret and they, too, will need to 
travel beyond their world, to an island they 
barely knew existed. 

Where the Rēkohu Bone Sings is Tina 
makereti’s first novel. It won the 2014 nga 
Kupu ora maori Book Awards fiction prize. 
makereti has a phD in Creative writing 
from Victoria University, and teaches 
creative writing and english at massey  
and Victoria Universities. she lives on the 
Kapiti Coast.

Station Eleven 
by emily st. John mandel
nomInATeD BY:  
redbridge libraries, london, UK 
limerick City & County libraries, Ireland 
Cleveland public library, UsA 
new hampshire state library, Concord, 
UsA 
Denver public library, UsA 
hartford public library, UsA 
new York public library, UsA 
City of richmond public library, UsA 
san Diego public library, UsA 
leroy Collins leon County public library 
system, Tallahassee, UsA

Kirsten raymonde 
will never forget 
the night Arthur 
leander, the 
famous hollywood 
actor, had a heart 
attack on stage 
during a production 
of King lear. That 
was the night when 
a devastating flu 
pandemic arrived in 

the city, and within weeks, civilization as we 
know it came to an end.  
 Twenty years later, Kirsten moves 
between the settlements of the altered 
world with a small troupe of actors 
and musicians. They call themselves 
The Traveling symphony, and they have 
dedicated themselves to keeping the 
remnants of art and humanity alive. But 
when they arrive in st. Deborah by the 
water, they encounter a violent prophet 
who will threaten the tiny band’s existence.

Emily St. John mandel was born in British 

Columbia, Canada. her previous novels 
were Last Night in Montreal, The Singer’s 
Gun, and The Lola Quartet. she is a staff 
writer for The millions, and her work 
has appeared in numerous anthologies, 
including The Best American Mystery Stories 
2013 and Venice Noir. she lives in new York 
City with her husband. 

Very Little Light 
by Vladan matijević
Translated from the Serbian by  
Persida Bošković

nomInATeD BY:  
Belgrade City library, serbia 

This three-part 
novel tells the 
stories of three 
seemingly very 
different characters 
whose crises bring 
them home with the 
hope of restoring 
their weary souls. 
The reader’s task is 
to see through their 
language of, more 

or less, disturbed minds, which is not easy 
although highly rewarding. A schizophrenic 
art historian, an alcoholic, former minister, 
and a student of philosophy who cannot 
distinguish reality from dreams, are the 
unreliable narrators that confront us with 
their fuzzy worldviews given in a bitter-
sweet, harsh and humorous tone. Using 
some of the more interesting techniques 
of the writer’s craft, matijević’s masterful 
narrative structure, combined with modern 
sensibility, restores our faith in the power 
of art.

Vladan matijević, a novelist, poet, 
playwright, essayist, entered the serbian 
literary scene in the last decade of 
the 20th century, with his first book 
of poetry Not Disturbing the Havoc. 
Three years later, his first novel, Out of 
Control was published. he has received 
all the major serbian literary awards. he 
works at the nadežda petrović Art gallery 
in Čačak.

Of Things Gone Astray 
by Janina matthewson
nomInATeD BY:  
wellington City libraries, new Zealand
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mrs featherby 
had been having 
pleasant dreams 
until she woke 
to discover the 
front of her house 
had vanished 
overnight…
on a seemingly 
normal morning 
in london, a group 
of people all lose 

something dear to them, something dear 
but peculiar: the front of their house, their 
piano keys, their sense of direction, their 
place of work. 
 meanwhile, Jake, a young boy whose 
father brings him to london following his 
mother’s sudden death in an earthquake, 
finds himself strangely attracted to other 
people’s lost things. But little does he 
realise that his most valuable possession 
is slipping away from him. Of Things Gone 
Astray is a magical fable about modern life 
and values.  
 Janina matthewson is a writer and 
trained actress from Christchurch, new 
Zealand. she now lives in london. Of Things 
Gone Astray is her first full-length novel. 

Limbo 
by melania g. mazzucco
Translated from the Italian by Virginia Jewiss

nomInATeD BY:  
Biblioteca nazionale Centrale di roma, Italy

It’s Christmas eve 
and twenty-seven-
year-old manuela 
paris is returning 
home to a seaside 
town outside rome. 
Years ago, she left 
to become a soldier. 
Then, manuela 
was fleeing an 
unhappy, rebellious 
adolescence; with 

anger, determination, and sacrifice she 
painstakingly built the life she dreamed 
of as a platoon commander in the Afghan 
desert.  
 now, she’s fleeing something else 
entirely: the memory of a bloody attack that 
left her seriously injured. her wounds have 
plunged her into in a very different and 
no less insidious war: against flashbacks, 
disillusionment, pain, and victimhood. 
 numb and adrift, she is startled to 
life by an encounter with a mysterious 
stranger, a man without a past who is, like 
her, suspended in his own private limbo of 
expectation and hope. 

melania G. mazzucco has written nine 
novels, including Vita, which was awarded 
the prestigious strega prize. her many 

other honors include receiving the 
Viareggio Tobino literary Award in 2011, 
the premio Vittorio De sica for fiction in 
2012 and the premio Ignazio silone in 2013. 
she lives in rome, Italy. 

The Children Act 
by Ian mcewan
nomInATeD BY:  
stadt Bibliothek salzburg, Austria 
liverpool City libraries, UK  
leipziger stadtische Bibliotheken, 
germany  
Veria Central public library, greece 
Bergen offentlige Bibliotek, norway 
mestna knjižnica ljubljana, slovenia 
Biblioteca Vila de gràcia, Biblioteques  
de Barcelona, spain

fiona maye, a 
leading high 
Court judge, 
renowned for her 
fierce intelligence 
and sensitivity is 
called on to try an 
urgent case. for 
religious reasons, a 
seventeen-year-old 
boy is refusing the 
medical treatment 

that could save his life. Time is running 
out. 
 she visits the boy in hospital – an 
encounter which stirs long-buried feelings 
in her and powerful new emotions in the 
boy. But it is fiona who must ultimately 
decide whether he lives or dies and 
her judgement will have momentous 
consequences for them both. 

Ian mcEwan is a critically acclaimed author 
of short stories and novels for adults. his 
novels include The Child in Time, which 
won the 1987 whitbread novel of the Year 
Award, The Cement Garden, Enduring Love, 
Amsterdam, which won the 1998 Booker 
prize, Atonement, Saturday, On Chesil 
Beach, Solar, Sweet Tooth and The Children 
Act. 

Cicada 
by moira mcKinnon
nomInATeD BY:  
The state library of Victoria. melbourne, 
Australia

An isolated 
property in the 
middle of western 
Australia, just after 
the great war. An 
english heiress 
has just given birth 
and unleashed 
hell. weakened 
and grieving, she 
realises her life 

is in danger, and flees into the desert 
with her Aboriginal maid. one of them 
is running from a murderer; the other is 
accused of murder. 
 soon the women are being hunted 
across the Kimberley by troopers, trackers 
and the man who wants to silence them 
both. how they survive in the searing 
desert and what happens when they are 
finally found will take your breath away. 

Dr moira mcKinnon graduated in medicine 
from the University of western Australia 
and travelled widely as a specialist in 
population health. Cicada is moira’s first 
novel. she currently lives in Canberra with 
her husband and two children. 

Rachel’s Blue 
by Zakes mda
nomInATeD BY:  
City of Johannesburg metropolitan library 
& Information services, south Africa

At that moment 
Jason recognises 
her. rachel. rachel 
Boucher from 
Jensen Township... 
 when rachel 
Boucher and Jason 
de Klerk meet again 
– five years after 
high school – they 
immediately renew 
their friendship. But 

for Jason their friendship is just a stepping 
stone to something more – a romantic 
union that seems to have the blessing  
of the whole community. That is  
until rachel becomes involved with  
skye riley. 
 As skye and rachel grow ever closer, 
Jason’s anger at the relationship boils 
over into violence, violence that turns the 
community on its head, setting old friends 
and neighbours against one another. But 
this is just a taste of things to come as, it 
turns out, rachel is pregnant... 

Zakes mda, one of south Africa’s foremost 
authors, novelist, poet and playwright of 
more than 20 works, has won numerous 
literary awards in south Africa and the 
UsA. he is a founding member of the 
African writers Trust, an initiative that aims 

Columbia, Canada. her previous novels 
were Last Night in Montreal, The Singer’s 
Gun, and The Lola Quartet. she is a staff 
writer for The millions, and her work 
has appeared in numerous anthologies, 
including The Best American Mystery Stories 
2013 and Venice Noir. she lives in new York 
City with her husband. 

Very Little Light 
by Vladan matijević
Translated from the Serbian by  
Persida Bošković

nomInATeD BY:  
Belgrade City library, serbia 

This three-part 
novel tells the 
stories of three 
seemingly very 
different characters 
whose crises bring 
them home with the 
hope of restoring 
their weary souls. 
The reader’s task is 
to see through their 
language of, more 

or less, disturbed minds, which is not easy 
although highly rewarding. A schizophrenic 
art historian, an alcoholic, former minister, 
and a student of philosophy who cannot 
distinguish reality from dreams, are the 
unreliable narrators that confront us with 
their fuzzy worldviews given in a bitter-
sweet, harsh and humorous tone. Using 
some of the more interesting techniques 
of the writer’s craft, matijević’s masterful 
narrative structure, combined with modern 
sensibility, restores our faith in the power 
of art.

Vladan matijević, a novelist, poet, 
playwright, essayist, entered the serbian 
literary scene in the last decade of 
the 20th century, with his first book 
of poetry Not Disturbing the Havoc. 
Three years later, his first novel, Out of 
Control was published. he has received 
all the major serbian literary awards. he 
works at the nadežda petrović Art gallery 
in Čačak.

Of Things Gone Astray 
by Janina matthewson
nomInATeD BY:  
wellington City libraries, new Zealand
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to bring together African writers. Zakes is 
currently professor of Creative writing at 
ohio University’s Department of english. 

All Our Names 
by Dinaw mengestu
nomInATeD BY:  
pikes peak library District,  
Colorado springs, UsA

A sweeping, 
continent-spanning 
story about the love 
between men and 
women, between 
friends, and 
between citizens 
and their countries, 
All Our Names 
is a transfixing 
exploration of the 
relationships that 

define us. fleeing war-torn Uganda for 
the American midwest, Isaac begins a 
passionate affair with the social worker 
assigned to him. But the couple’s bond 
is inescapably darkened by the secrets of 
Isaac’s past: the country and the conflict 
he left behind and the beloved friend 
who changed the course of his life—
and sacrificed everything to ensure his 
freedom. here is a love story for our time. 

Dinaw mengestu is the award-winning 
author of The Beautiful Things That 
Heaven Bears and How to Read the Air. his 
journalism and fiction have appeared in 
such publications as harper’s magazine, 
granta, rolling stone, The new Yorker, and 
The wall street Journal. he is a recipient of 
a 2012 macArthur foundation genius grant 
and currently lives in new York City. 

Us Conductors 
by sean michaels
nomInATeD BY:  
Calgary public library, Canada  
halifax public libraries, Canada

on a ship steaming 
its way from 
manhattan back 
to leningrad, lev 
Termen writes 
a letter to his 
“one true love”, 
Clara rockmore, 
telling her the 
story of his life. 
Imprisoned in his 
cabin, he recalls 

his early years as a scientist, inventing the 
theremin and other electric marvels, and 
the Kremlin’s dream that these inventions 
could be used to infiltrate capitalism itself. 
Instead, new York infiltrated Termen – he 

fell in love with the city’s dance clubs and 
speakeasies, with the students learning 
his strange instrument, and with Clara, 
a beautiful young violinist. Termen’s spy 
games fall apart and he is forced to return 
home, where he’s soon consigned to a 
siberian gulag. only his wits can save him, 
but they will also plunge him even deeper 
toward the dark heart of stalin’s russia.

Sean michaels was born in stirling, 
scotland. raised in ottawa, he eventually 
settled in montreal, founding ‘said 
the gramophone’, one of the earliest 
music blogs. he has since spent time in 
edinburgh and Kraków, written for the 
guardian and mcsweeney’s and received 2 
national magazine Awards. 

The Bone Clocks 
by David mitchell
nomInATeD BY:  
Toronto public library, Canada  
library of Birmingham, UK  
Tampere City library, finland

In 1984, teenager 
holly sykes runs 
away from home – 
a gravesend pub. 
sixty years later, 
she is to be found 
in the far west of 
Ireland, raising a 
granddaughter as 
the world’s climate 
collapses. 
 In between, 

holly is encountered as a barmaid in 
a swiss resort by an undergraduate 
sociopath in 1991; has a child with a 
foreign correspondent covering the Iraq 
war in 2003; and, widowed, becomes 
the confidante of a self-obsessed author 
of fading powers and reputation during 
the present decade. Yet these changing 
personae are only part of the story, as 
holly’s life is repeatedly intersected by 
a slow-motion war between a cult of 
predatory soul-decanters and a band of 
vigilantes led by one Doctor marinus. holly 
begins as an unwitting pawn in this war – 
but may prove to be its decisive weapon. 

David mitchell is one of the most 
acclaimed authors of his generation 
and has won numerous literary prizes.  
his previous novels are Ghostwritten, 
number9dream, Cloud Atlas, Black Swan 
Green and The Thousand Autumns of Jacob 
de Zoet. 

How to Build a Girl 
by Caitlin moran
nomInATeD BY:  
muntpunt, Brussels, Belgium

my name’s Johanna 
morrigan. I’m 
fourteen, and I’ve 
just decided to kill 
myself. 
 I don’t really 
want to die, of 
course! I just need 
to kill Johanna, and 
build a new girl. 
Dolly wilde will be 
everything I want 

to be, and more! But as with all the best 
coming-of-age stories, it doesn’t exactly go 
to plan… 

Caitlin moran’s multi-award-winning 
bestseller How To Be a Woman was 
published in 25 countries, was a new 
York Times bestseller and won the British 
Book Awards Book of the Year. her second 
book, Moranthology, was a sunday Times 
bestseller. with her sister, she co-writes 
the Channel 4 sitcom Raised by Wolves. 

Invisible Beasts 
by sharona muir
nomInATeD BY:  
hartford public library, UsA

sophie is an 
amateur naturalist 
with a rare genetic 
gift: the ability to 
see a marvelous 
kingdom of 
invisible, sentient 
creatures that 
share a vital 
relationship with 
humankind. 
To record her 

observations, sophie creates a personal 
bestiary and, as she relates the strange 
abilities of these endangered beings, her 
tales become extraordinary meditations on 
love, sex, evolution, extinction, truth, and 
self-knowledge. 
 Invisible Beasts is inspiring, 
philosophical, and richly detailed fiction 
grounded by scientific fact and a profound 
insight into nature. The fantastic creations 
within its pages illuminate the role that all 
living creatures play in the environment 
and remind us of what we stand to lose if 
we fail to recognize our entwined destinies. 

Sharona muir is the author of The Book of 
Telling: Tracing the Secrets of My Father’s 
Lives, a collection of poetry, a collection 
of literary criticism, and the novel Invisible 
Beasts. she is currently professor of 
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Creative writing and english at Bowling 
green state University. 

Our Lady of the Nile 
by scholastique mukasonga
Translated from the French by  
Melanie Mauthner

nomInATeD BY:  
Bibliothèques municipales genève, 
switzerland

scholastique 
mukasonga drops 
us into an elite 
Catholic boarding 
school for young 
women perched 
on the ridge of the 
nile. parents send 
their daughters 
to our lady of the 
nile to be molded 
into respectable 

citizens... and to escape the dangers of 
the outside world. fifteen years prior 
to the 1994 rwandan genocide, we 
watch as these girls try on their parents’ 
preconceptions and attitudes, transforming 
the lycée into a microcosm of the country’s 
mounting racial tensions and violence. In 
the midst of the interminable rainy season, 
everything unfolds behind the closed doors 
of the school: friendship, curiosity, fear, 
deceit, prejudice, and persecution. with a 
masterful prose that is at once subtle and 
penetrating, mukasonga captures a society 
hurtling toward horror. 

Scholastique mukasonga was born in 
rwanda. she settled in france in 1992, 
only 2 years before the brutal genocide 
of the Tutsi swept through rwanda. Our 
Lady of the Nile is her first novel and won 
the Ahamadou Kourouma prize and the 
renaudot prize, as well as the océans 
france Ô prize and the french Voices 
Award. 

The Lives of Others 
by neel mukherjee
nomInATeD BY:  
India International Centre library,  
new Delhi  
Biblioteca nazionale di napoli – Vittorio 
emanuele III, Italy

The aging patriarch 
and matriarch of 
the ghosh family 
preside over their 
large household, 
made up of their 
five adult children 
and their respective 
children. each set 
of family members 
occupies a floor 
of the home, in 

accordance to their standing within the 
family. poisonous rivalries between 
sisters-in-law, destructive secrets, and the 
implosion of the family business threaten 
to unravel bonds of kinship as social unrest 
brews in greater Indian society. The eldest 
grandchild, supratik, compelled by his 
idealism, becomes dangerously involved in 
extremist political activism – an action that 
further catalyzes the decay of the ghosh 
home.
 The Lives of Others anatomizes the 
soul of a nation as it unfolds a family 
history, at the same time as it questions 
the nature of political action and the limits 
of empathy. It is a novel of unflinching 
power and emotional force. 

Neel mukherjee was born in Calcutta. his 
first novel, A Life Apart, won the writers’ guild 
of great Britain Award for best fiction, among 
other honors.  The Lives of Others, was 
shortlisted for the man Booker prize and  
won the encore prize. he lives in london.

Colorless Tsukruru Tazaki  
and His Years of Pilgrimage
by haruki murakami
Translated from the Japanese by  
Philip Gabriel

nomInATeD BY:  
stadt Bibliothek salzburg, Austria 
Veria Central public library, greece 
Jacksonville public library, UsA

Tsukuru Tazaki had 
four best friends at 
school. By chance 
all of their names 
contained a colour. 
The two boys were 
called Akamatsu, 
meaning ‘red pine’, 
and oumi, ‘blue 
sea’, while the 
girls’ names were 

shirane, ‘white root’, and Kurono, ‘black 
field’. Tazaki was the only last name with 
no colour in it. 
 one day Tsukuru Tazaki’s friends 
announced that they didn’t want to see 
him, or talk to him, ever again. 
 since that day Tsukuru has been 
floating through life, unable to form 

intimate connections with anyone. But then 
he meets sara, who tells him that the time 
has come to find out what happened all 
those years ago. 

Haruki murakami is the author of many 
novels as well as short stories and non-
fiction. his books include Norwegian Wood, 
The Wind-Up Bird Chronicle, Kafka on the 
Shore, 1Q84, What I Talk About When I Talk 
About Running and The Strange Library. his 
work has been translated into more than 
50 languages.

Here Come the Dogs 
by omar musa
nomInATeD BY:  
state library of Queensland, Brisbane, 
Australia  
The national library of Australia, Canberra

In small town 
suburbia, three 
young men are 
ready to make  
their mark. 
 solomon is all 
charisma, authority 
and charm, down 
for the moment 
but surely not out.  
his half-brother, 
Jimmy, bounces 

along in his wake, underestimated, waiting 
for his chance to announce himself.  Aleks, 
their childhood friend, loves his mates, his 
family and his homeland, and would do 
anything for them. The question is, does he 
know where to draw the line?  
 solomon, Jimmy and Aleks: way out 
on the fringe of Australia, looking for a way 
in.  hip hop and graffiti give them a voice.  
Booze, women and violence pass the time 
while they wait for their chance. Under the 
oppressive summer sun, their town has 
turned tinder-dry. All it’ll take is a spark.

Omar musa is a malaysian-Australian 
rapper and poet from Queanbeyan. A 
former winner of the Australian poetry 
slam and Indian ocean poetry slam, omar 
has released three hip hop albums and two 
poetry books. Here Come the Dogs was long 
listed for the miles franklin literary Award 
and he was named one of the sydney 
morning herald’s Young novelists of the 
Year in 2015. 

The Luminous Heart  
of Jonah S. 
by gina B. nahai
nomInATeD BY:  
richland library, Columbia, UsA
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from Tehran to 
los Angeles, The 
Luminous Heart 
of Jonah S. is a 
sweeping saga 
that tells the story 
of the soleymans, 
an Iranian Jewish 
family tormented 
for decades by 
raphael’s son, a 

crafty and unscrupulous financier who has 
futilely claimed to be an heir to the family’s 
fortune. forty years later in contemporary 
los Angeles, raphael’s son has nearly 
achieved his goal – until he suddenly 
disappears, presumed by many to have been 
murdered. The possible suspects are legion: 
his long-suffering wife; numerous members 
of the soleyman clan exacting revenge; the 
scores of investors he bankrupted in a ponzi 
scheme; or perhaps even his disgruntled 
bookkeeper and longtime confidant. 
 By turns hilarious and affecting, The 
Luminous Heart of Jonah S. examines the 
eternal bonds of family and community, and 
the lasting scars of exile. 

Gina B. Nahai is a best-selling author, 
columnist, and full-time lecturer at UsC’s 
master of professional writing program. 
her novels have been translated into 
eighteen languages, and have been selected 
as “Best Books of the Year” by the los 
Angeles Times and the Chicago Tribune. 

Talking to Ourselves 
by Andrés neuman
Translated from the Spanish by  
Nick Caistor & Lorenza Garcia

nomInATeD BY:  
Biblioteca Demonstrativa maria da 
Conceição moreira salles / fundação 
Biblioteca nacional Brasilia, Brazil

one trip. Two love 
stories. Three 
voices. 
 lito is ten 
years old and is 
almost sure he 
can change the 
weather when he 
concentrates very 
hard. his father, 
mario, anxious to 
create a memory 

that will last for his son’s lifetime, takes 
him on a road trip in a truck called pedro. 
But lito doesn’t know that this might be 
their last trip: mario is gravely ill. Together, 
father and son embark on a journey which 
takes them through strange geographies 
that seem to meld the different parts of the 
spanish-speaking world. In the meantime, 
lito’s mother, elena, restlessly seeks 
support in books, and soon undertakes an 

adventure of her own that will challenge 
her moral limits. each narrative – of father, 
son, and mother – embodies one of the 
different ways that we talk to ourselves. 
while neither of them dares to tell the 
complete truth to the other two, their 
individual voices nonetheless form a 
poignant conversation.

Andrés Neuman was born in Argentina, 
and grew up in spain. he was selected as 
one of granta’s Best of Young spanish-
language novelists and was elected to the 
Bogotá39 list. Traveller of the Century was 
the winner of the Alfaguara prize and the 
national Critics prize.

Everything I Never Told You
by Celeste ng
nomInATeD BY:  
Jamaica library service, Kingston

“lydia is dead. But 
they don’t know 
this yet.” so begins 
this exquisite novel 
about a Chinese 
American family 
living in 1970s 
small-town ohio. 
lydia is the favorite 
child of marilyn 
and James lee, 
and her parents 

are determined that she will fulfill the 
dreams they were unable to pursue. But 
when lydia’s body is found in the local 
lake, the delicate balancing act that has 
been keeping the lee family together is 
destroyed, tumbling them into chaos. A 
profoundly moving story of family, secrets, 
and longing, Everything I Never Told You is 
both a gripping page-turner and a sensitive 
family portrait, uncovering the ways in 
which mothers and daughters, fathers and 
sons, and husbands and wives struggle, all 
their lives, to understand one another. 

Celeste Ng grew up in pittsburgh, 
pennsylvania, and shaker heights, ohio. 
she attended harvard University and 
earned an mfA from the University of 
michigan. her debut novel, Everything 
I Never Told You, was a new York 
Times bestseller, a new York Times 
notable Book, and on the Best Book of the 
Year lists of over a dozen outlets. 

Us
by David nicholls
nomInATeD BY:  
national library of estonia, Tallinn 
Dunedin public libraries, new Zealand

Douglas petersen 
understands his 
wife’s need to 
‘rediscover herself’ 
now that their son 
is leaving home. 
 he just 
thought they’d 
be doing their 
rediscovering 
together. 
 so when 

Connie announces that she will be leaving, 
too, he resolves to make their last family 
holiday into the trip of a lifetime: one that 
will draw the three of them closer, and win 
the respect of his son. one that will make 
Connie fall in love with him all over again. 
 The hotels are booked, the tickets 
bought, the itinerary planned and printed. 
what could possibly go wrong? 

David Nicholls trained as an actor before 
making the switch to writing. he has 
also written the screenplays for the film 
adaptations of his own novels, Starter 
for Ten which starred James mcAvoy and 
One Day, starring Jim sturgess and Anne 
hathaway. 

Unravelling Oliver 
by liz nugent
nomInATeD BY:  
waterford City & County libraries, Ireland

she knew 
everything about 
him – but the truth. 
Alice and oliver 
ryan seem blessed, 
both in their happy 
marriage and their 
successful working 
partnership. Their 
shared life is one of 
enviable privilege 
and ease. enviable 

until, one evening after supper, oliver 
attacks Alice and puts her into a coma. 
Afterwards, as everyone tries to make 
sense of his astonishing act of savagery, 
oliver tells his story. so do those whose 
paths he has crossed over five decades. It 
turns out that there is more to oliver than 
Alice ever saw. But only he knows what 
he has done to get the life to which he felt 
entitled. And even he is in for a shock when 
his past catches up with him. 

Liz Nugent has worked in Irish film, 
theatre and television for most of her adult 
life. she is an award-winning writer of 
radio and television drama and has written 
short stories for children and adults. 
Unravelling Oliver is her first novel. 
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The Thrill of It All 
by Joseph o’Connor
nomInATeD BY:  
Tampere City library, finland

At college in 1980s 
luton, robbie 
goulding, an Irish-
born teenager, 
meets the elusive 
fran mulvey, 
an orphaned 
Vietnamese 
refugee. Together 
they form a band. 
Joined by cellist 
sarah-Thérèse 

sherlock and her twin brother seán on 
drums, The ships in the night set out to 
chase fame. But the story of this makeshift 
family is haunted by ghosts from the past.  
 spanning 25 years, The Thrill of it 
All rewinds and fast-forwards through 
an evocative soundtrack of struggle and 
laughter. Infused with blues, ska, classic 
showtunes, new wave and punk, using 
interviews, lyrics, memoirs and diaries, the 
tale stretches from suburban england to 
manhattan’s east Village, from Thatcher-
era london to the hollywood Bowl, from 
the meadows of the glastonbury festival 
to a wintry long Island, culminating in a 
Dublin evening in July 2012, a night that 
changes everything.

Joseph O’Connor was born in Dublin. he 
has written several novels including: Star 
of the Sea, Redemption Falls and Ghost 
Light. his fiction has been published in 
forty languages. he received the 2012 Irish 
pen Award for outstanding achievement 
in literature and in 2014 he was appointed 
frank mcCourt professor of Creative 
writing at the University of limerick.

Dept. of Speculation 
by Jenny offill
nomInATeD BY:  
waterford City & County libraries, Ireland 
Chicago public library, UsA  
The seattle public library, UsA

They used to send 
each other letters. 
The return address 
was always the 
same: Dept. of 
speculation. 
 They used 
to be young, 
brave, and giddy 
with hopes for 
their future. They 
got married, 

had a child, and skated through all the 
small calamities of family life. But then, 
slowly, quietly something changes. As 

the years rush by, fears creep in and 
doubts accumulate until finally their life 
as they know it cracks apart and they find 
themselves forced to reassess what they 
have lost, what is left, and what they  
want now. 
 written with the dazzling lucidity of 
poetry, Dept. of Speculation navigates the 
jagged edges of a modern marriage to tell 
a story that is darkly funny, surprising  
and wise. 

Jenny Offill is the author of Last Things 
which was chosen as notable or best book 
of the year by the guardian, the new York 
Times and the Village Voice. she teaches 
Creative writing at Columbia University, 
and is on the faculty at Brooklyn College 
and Queens University of Charlotte. 

The Girl Who Was  
Saturday Night 
by heather o’neill
nomInATeD BY:  
ottawa public library, Canada

nineteen years old, 
free of prospects, 
and inescapably 
famous, the twins 
nicholas and 
nouschka Tremblay 
are trying to outrun 
the notoriety of 
their father, a 
french-Canadian 
serge gainsbourg 
with a genius for 

the absurd and for winding up in prison.  
 since the twins were little, Étienne 
has made them part of his unashamed 
seduction of the province, parading them 
on talk shows and then dumping them 
with their decrepit grandfather while he 
disappeared into some festive squalor. 
now Étienne is washed up and the twins 
are making their own almost-grown-up 
messes, with every misstep landing on the 
front pages of the tabloids. nouschka not 
only needs to leave her childhood behind; 
she also has to leave her brother, whose 
increasingly erratic decisions might take 
her down with him. 

Heather O’Neill is a contributor to This 
American life, and her work has appeared 
in The new York Times magazine, among 
other publications. her novel Lullabies for 
Little Criminals, an international bestseller, 
won the paragraphe hugh maclennan 
prize for fiction and the Canada reads 
competition in 2007. she lives in montreal, 
Canada.

Boy, Snow, Bird 
by helen oyeyemi
nomInATeD BY:  
de Bibliotheek rotterdam, The netherlands 
Carnegie library of pittsburgh, UsA

BoY novak turns 
twenty and decides 
to try for a brand-
new life. flax hill, 
massachusetts, 
isn’t exactly a 
welcoming town, 
but it does have the 
virtue of being the 
last stop on the bus 
route she took from 
new York. flax hill 

is also the hometown of Arturo whitman – 
craftsman, widower, and father of snow. 
 snow is mild-mannered, radiant 
and deeply cherished – exactly the sort of 
little girl Boy never was, and Boy is utterly 
beguiled by her. If snow displays a certain 
inscrutability at times, that’s simply a 
characteristic she shares with her father, 
harmless until Boy gives birth to snow’s 
sister, Bird. 
 when BIrD is born Boy is forced to 
re-evaluate the image Arturo’s family have 
presented to her, and Boy, snow and Bird 
are broken apart.

Helen Oyeyemi is the author of four novels, 
including White is for Witching, which won  
a 2010 somerset maugham Award, and  
Mr Fox. 

The Bees 
by laline paull
nomInATeD BY:  
san francisco public library, UsA

flora 717 is a 
sanitation worker, 
a member of the 
lowest caste in her 
orchard hive where 
work and sacrifice 
are the highest 
virtues and worship 
of the beloved 
Queen the only 
religion. But flora 
is not like other 

bees. with circumstances threatening the 
hive’s survival, her curiosity is regarded 
as a dangerous flaw but her courage and 
strength are an asset. she is allowed to 
feed the newborns in the royal nursery and 
then to become a forager, flying alone and 
free to collect pollen. she also finds her 
way into the Queen’s inner sanctum, where 
she discovers mysteries about the hive that 
are both profound and ominous. 
 But when flora breaks the most 
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sacred law of all – daring to challenge the 
Queen’s fertility – enemies abound. . . 
 The Bees gives us a dazzling young 
heroine and will change forever the way 
you look at the world outside your window.

Laline Paull studied english at oxford, 
screenwriting in los Angeles, and theater 
in london. she lives in england with her 
husband, photographer Adrian peacock, 
and their three children. 

I Refuse 
by per petterson
Translated from the Norwegian  
by Don Bartlett

nomInATeD BY:  
Aleph – stavanger Bibliotek, norway

I refuse to 
compromise. I 
refuse to forgive. I 
refuse to forget. 
 ‘Tommy. how 
long have we been 
friends.’  
 ‘All of our 
lives,’ Tommy said.  
 ‘I can’t 
remember us ever 
not being friends. 

when would that have been.’ Jim said. ‘I 
think it could last the rest of our lives,’ he 
said carefully, in a low voice. ‘Don’t you 
think.’  
 ‘It will last if we want it to. It depends 
on us. we can be friends for as long as we 
want to.’ 
 Tommy’s mother has gone. she 
walked out into the snow one night, leaving 
him and his sisters with their violent father. 
without his best friend Jim, Tommy would 
be in trouble. But Jim has challenges of 
his own which will disrupt their precious 
friendship. 

Per Petterson was born in oslo and 
worked for several years as a bookseller. 
he made his literary breakthrough in 2003 
with the prizewinning novel Out Stealing 
Horses, which has been published in forty-
nine languages and won the International 
ImpAC Dublin literary Award and the 
Independent foreign fiction prize. 

Fives and Twenty-Fives 
by michael pitre
nomInATeD BY:  
hartford public library, UsA

It is the early 
months of the Arab 
spring, 2011. But 
for three young 
men, two American 
and one Iraqi, their 
minds return again 
and again to 2006, 
to the bloodiest 
stretch of the Iraq 
war. members of 
the same platoon, 

they were tasked with the often deadly job 
of repairing potholes in the roads of the 
Al Anbar province: potholes that almost 
always concealed a home-made bomb. 
They have survived the war but now they 
must learn to live with themselves. 
 As they struggle to find their place in 
a world that no longer knows them, they 
realise that the war has left nothing in their 
lives untouched and that salvation may 
come from an unexpected quarter. 

michael Pitre completed a double major 
in history and creative writing at university. 
he joined the Us marines in 2002, 
deploying twice to Iraq and attaining the 
rank of Captain before leaving the service 
in 2010 to get his mBA at loyola. he lives in 
new orleans. Fives and Twenty-Fives is his 
first novel. 

Orfeo 
by richard powers
nomInATeD BY:  
stedelijke openbare Bibliotheek  
gent, Belgium

seventy-year 
old avant-garde 
composer peter els 
opens the door one 
evening to find the 
police outside. his 
DIY microbiology 
lab – the latest 
experiment in his 
lifelong attempt 
to extract music 
from rich patterns 

beyond the ear’s ability to hear – has come 
to the attention of homeland security. 
panicked by the raid on his house, els flees 
and turns fugitive, waiting for the evidence 
to clear him and for the alarm surrounding 
his activities to blow over. 
 But alarm turns to national hysteria, 
as the government promises a panicked 
nation that the ‘Bioterrorist Bach’ will be 
found and brought to trial. As els feels the 
noose around him tighten, he embarks 
on a cross-country trip to visit, one last 
time, the people in his past who have most 
shaped his failed musical journey. 

Richard Powers is the author of eight 

novels, including The Time of our Singing, 
Plowing the Dark, and Gain. he has been a 
winner of the Us national Book Award and 
a finalist for the pulitzer prize. he lives in 
los Angeles. 

In the Light of What We Know
by Zia haider rahman
nomInATeD BY:  
stedelijke openbare Bibliotheek,  
gent, Belgium

one september 
morning in 2008, 
an investment 
banker approaching 
forty, his career 
in collapse and 
his marriage 
unravelling, 
receives a surprise 
visitor at his west 
london home. 
he struggles to 

place the dishevelled figure carrying a 
backpack, until he recognizes a friend 
from his student days, a brilliant man 
who disappeared years earlier under 
mysterious circumstances. The friend 
has resurfaced to make a confession of 
unsettling power. 
 set against the breaking of nations 
and beneath the clouds of economic crisis, 
and moving between Kabul, new York, 
oxford, london and Islamabad, In the Light 
of What We Know tells the story of people 
wrestling with unshakeable legacies of 
class and culture, and pushes at the great 
questions of love, origins, science, faith  
and war. 

Born in rural Bangladesh, Zia Haider 
Rahman was educated at Balliol College, 
oxford, and at Cambridge, munich, and 
Yale Universities. he has worked as an 
investment banker on wall street and as 
an international human-rights lawyer. 
longlisted for the 2015 orwell prize and 
shortlisted for the James Tait Black prize, 
In the Light of What We Know is his first 
novel. 

The Bright Side of my  
Condition 
by Charlotte randall
nomInATeD BY:  
Auckland librarie, new Zealand
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when the Captain 
find us stowaways 
and give us the 
choice between join 
the island or join 
the crew, all of us 
to a man cry island! 
island! so he put 
us ashore with a 
few provisions and 
a trypot and sail 
away.” 

 After escaping from the norfolk Island 
penal colony on a sealing ship, Bloodworth 
and his three fellow convicts are left on a 
remote southern island by a captain who 
promises to pick them up in a year’s time. 
 It will be many years before they see 
another ship… 
 Based on the true story of four 
convicts who spent more than nine 
years on the snares Islands in the early 
nineteenth century, Charlotte randall’s 
latest novel is a powerful work of fiction.

Charlotte Randall is the author of award-
winning novels Dead Sea Fruit, The Curative, 
What Happen Then, Mr Bones? and The 
Bright Side of my Condition. randall was 
born and raised in Dunedin, new Zealand, 
and now lives on Banks peninsula near 
Christchurch. 

White Lama 
by merab ratishvili
Translated from the Georgian  
by Natia Badriashvili 

nomInATeD BY:  
national parliamentary library  
of georgia, Tbilisi

White Lama takes 
us into a world of 
mediums, ancient 
civilizations and 
secret knowledge 
to explore universal 
themes. It is 
the story of two 
mediums, one 
good and one evil, 
whose adventurous 
lives interact at 

unexpected points as they pursue their 
contradictory aims. The novel takes us 
through thousands of years of history, and 
places such as sumeria, Atlantis, China, 
Tibet, egypt, Argentina, India, germany, 
the soviet Union, the United Kingdom and 
contemporary georgia, and shows us the 
lives of people young and old, in seemingly 
very different worlds, and the hidden 
and entirely unexpected ways they are 
connected.  
 The novel shows the effect the two 
protagonists had on history and those 
around them and how moral values, or lack 

of them, are central to the world we live  
in today. 

merab Ratishvili began his literary activity 
in prison. he released three novels which 
have become bestsellers. his areas of 
interest include ancient history, politics 
and literature. merab ratishvili has 
been nominated for the nobel prize for 
literature by The Union of literatures of 
the russian federation.

See You Tomorrow 
by Tore renberg
Translated by from the Norwegian  
by Seán Kinsella

nomInATeD BY:  
Aleph – stavanger Bibliotek, norway

pål has a shameful 
secret that has 
dragged him into 
huge debt, much 
bigger than he can 
ever hope to repay 
on his modest civil 
servant salary. he 
desperately doesn’t 
want anybody to 
find out. It’s time to 
get creative. 

 sixteen-year-old sandra also has a 
secret. she is in love with the impossibly 
charming delinquent Daniel william, a love 
so strong and pure that nothing can come 
in its way. Cecilie carries the biggest secret 
of them all, a baby growing inside her. she 
can only hope that her boyfriend rudi is the 
child’s father. But although she loves him 
intensely, she feels trapped in their small-
time criminal existence.  
 Tore renberg has written a fast-paced, 
moving and darkly funny page-turner about 
people who are trying to fill the holes in 
their lives. 

Tore Renberg is a multi-award-winning 
author, literary critic and TV host for the 
norwegian Broadcasting Corporation. he 
first achieved major success at the age of 
23, with the short-story collection Sleeping 
Triangle and then the novel The Man Who 
Loved Yngve. his work has been translated 
into 15 languages. 

Lila 
by marilynne robinson
nomInATeD BY:  
Cape Breton regional library,  
sydney, Canada  
Dublin City public libraries, Ireland  
redbridge libraries london, UK  
The public library of Cincinnati &  
hamilton County, UsA 
new York public library, UsA  
Carnegie library of pittsburgh, UsA

multnomah County library, portland, UsA 
san Diego public library, UsA

lila, homeless 
and alone after 
years of roaming 
the countryside, 
steps inside a 
small-town Iowa 
church – the only 
available shelter 
from the rain – and 
ignites a romance 
and a debate that 
will reshape her 

life. she becomes the wife of a minister 
and widower, John Ames, and begins a 
new existence while trying to make sense 
of the days of suffering that preceded her 
newfound security. 
 when lila arrives in gilead, she 
struggles to harmonize the life of her 
makeshift family and their days of hardship 
with the gentle worldview of her husband 
which paradoxically judges those she loves. 
 revisiting the characters and setting 
of marilynne robinson’s Gilead and Home, 
Lila is a moving expression of the mysteries 
of existence. 

marilynne Robinson was born in 1947. her 
first novel, Housekeeping received the pen/
hemingway award for best first novel as 
well as being nominated for the pulitzer 
prize. Gilead won the pulitzer prize for 
fiction, and Home won the orange prize. 
she lives in Iowa. 

Severina 
by rodrigo rey rosa
Translated from the Spanish by  
Chris Andrews

nomInATeD BY:  
Biblioteca Daniel Cosío Villegas / el 
Colegio de méxico A.C., mexico City

Imagine a dark-
haired book thief as 
alluring as she is 
dangerous. Imagine 
the mesmerized 
bookseller secretly 
tracking the 
volumes she steals, 
hoping for insight 
into her character, 
her motives, her 
love life. In rodrigo 

rey rosa’s hands, this tale of obsessive 
love is told with almost breathless 
precision and economy. The bookstore 
owner is soon entangled in severina’s 
mystery: seductive and peripatetic, of 
uncertain nationality, she steals books to 
actually read them and to share with her 
purported grandfather, señor Blanco. 
 In this unsettling exploration of the 

novels, including The Time of our Singing, 
Plowing the Dark, and Gain. he has been a 
winner of the Us national Book Award and 
a finalist for the pulitzer prize. he lives in 
los Angeles. 

In the Light of What We Know
by Zia haider rahman
nomInATeD BY:  
stedelijke openbare Bibliotheek,  
gent, Belgium

one september 
morning in 2008, 
an investment 
banker approaching 
forty, his career 
in collapse and 
his marriage 
unravelling, 
receives a surprise 
visitor at his west 
london home. 
he struggles to 

place the dishevelled figure carrying a 
backpack, until he recognizes a friend 
from his student days, a brilliant man 
who disappeared years earlier under 
mysterious circumstances. The friend 
has resurfaced to make a confession of 
unsettling power. 
 set against the breaking of nations 
and beneath the clouds of economic crisis, 
and moving between Kabul, new York, 
oxford, london and Islamabad, In the Light 
of What We Know tells the story of people 
wrestling with unshakeable legacies of 
class and culture, and pushes at the great 
questions of love, origins, science, faith  
and war. 

Born in rural Bangladesh, Zia Haider 
Rahman was educated at Balliol College, 
oxford, and at Cambridge, munich, and 
Yale Universities. he has worked as an 
investment banker on wall street and as 
an international human-rights lawyer. 
longlisted for the 2015 orwell prize and 
shortlisted for the James Tait Black prize, 
In the Light of What We Know is his first 
novel. 

The Bright Side of my  
Condition 
by Charlotte randall
nomInATeD BY:  
Auckland librarie, new Zealand
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alienating and simultaneously liberating 
power of love, the bookseller’s monotonous 
existence is rocked by the enigmatic 
severina. As in a dream, the disoriented 
man finds that the thin border between 
rational and irrational is no longer reliable

Rodrigo Rey Rosa is perhaps the most 
prominent writer on the guatemalan 
literary scene. his fiction has been widely 
translated and internationally acclaimed. 
his books include Dust on Her Tongue, The 
Beggar’s Knife, and The Pelcari Project. 

Last Night at the Blue Angel 
by rebecca rotert
nomInATeD BY:  
Tulsa City-County library, UsA

It is the early 
1960s, and 
Chicago is a city of 
uneasy tensions – 
segregation, sexual 
experimentation, 
free love, the Cold 
war – but it is also 
home to one of 
the country’s most 
vibrant jazz scenes. 
naomi hill, a singer 

at the Blue Angel club, has been poised on 
the brink of stardom for nearly ten years. 
finally, her big break arrives – the cover 
of look magazine. But success has come 
at enormous personal cost. Beautiful and 
magnetic, naomi is a fiercely ambitious yet 
extremely self-destructive woman whose 
charms are irresistible and dangerous 
for those around her. no one knows this 
better than sophia, her clever ten-year-old 
daughter. 
 Told from the alternating perspectives 
of sophia and naomi, their powerful and 
wrenching story unfolds in layers, revealing 
sophia’s struggle for her mother’s love 
with naomi’s desperate journey to stardom 
and the colorful cadre of close friends who 
shaped her along the way.

Rebecca Rotert received an m.A. in 
literature from hollins College, where 
she was the recipient of the Academy of 
American poets prize. her writing has 
appeared in the new York Times and 
other publications. she lives in omaha, 
nebraska. 

The Slow Regard of  
Silent Things 
by patrick rothfuss
nomInATeD BY:  
Bibliothèque municipale à Vocation 
régionale de nice, france

Deep below the University, there is a dark 

place. few people 
know of it: a broken 
web of ancient 
passageways 
and abandoned 
rooms. A young 
woman lives there, 
tucked among the 
sprawling tunnels 
of the Underthing, 
snug in the heart of 
this forgotten place. 

 her name is Auri, and she is full of 
mysteries. 
 At once joyous and haunting, this 
story offers a chance to see the world 
through Auri’s eyes. And it gives the reader 
a chance to learn things that only Auri 
knows... 
 In this book, patrick rothfuss brings 
us into the world of one of The Kingkiller 
Chronicle’s most enigmatic characters. full 
of secrets and mysteries, The Slow Regard 
of Silent Things is the story of a broken girl 
trying to live in a broken world. 

Patrick Rothfuss had the good fortune 
to be born in wisconsin, where the long 
winters and lack of cable television 
encouraged a love of reading and writing. 
pat studied clinical psychology, philosophy, 
medieval history, theater, and sociology, 
before graduating in english.  when not 
reading and writing, he teaches fencing 
and dabbles with alchemy in his basement. 

Lock In 
by John scalzi
nomInATeD BY:  
Bibliothèque municipale de mulhouse, 
france

A new virus sweeps 
the globe. most 
of those afflicted 
experience nothing 
worse than fever 
and headaches. A 
few suffer acute 
meningitis, and 
1 per cent find 
themselves ‘locked 
in’ – fully awake and 
aware, but unable 

to move or respond to stimulus.  
 spurred by grief and the sheer 
magnitude of the suffering, America 
undertakes a massive scientific initiative. 
Two new technologies emerge to help. 
one is a virtual-reality environment, ‘The 
Agora’, where the locked in can interact 
with other humans. The second is the 
discovery that a few rare individuals 
have brains that are receptive to being 
controlled by others, allowing the locked in 
to occasionally use their bodies as if they 
were their own.  

 This skill is quickly regulated, 
licensed, bonded, and controlled. nothing 
can go wrong…

John Scalzi is the author of several sf 
novels including the bestselling Old Man’s 
War sequence. he is a winner of science 
fiction’s John w. Campbell Award for Best 
new writer. he lives in ohio with his wife 
and daughter. 

The Giraffe’s Neck 
by Judith schalansky
Translated from the German by  
Shaun Whiteside

nomInATeD BY:  
Zentral-u. landesbibliothek Berlin, 
germany

Adaption is 
everything, 
something frau 
lohmark is well 
aware of as the 
biology teacher at 
the Charles Darwin 
high school in a 
country backwater 
of the former east 
germany.  
 A strict 

devotee of Darwin’s evolution principle, 
lohmark views education as survival of the 
fittest: classifying her pupils as biological 
specimens and scorning her colleagues 
for indulging in ‘favourites’. however, as 
people move west in search of work and 
opportunities, the school’s future is in 
jeopardy and the lohmark is forced to face 
her most fundamental lesson: she must 
adapt or she cannot survive. 

Judith Schalansky was born in the former 
east germany. she studied art history 
and communication design and works as 
a freelance writer in Berlin. The Giraffe’s 
Neck is her first novel to be published 
in english, and was longlisted for the 
Independent foreign fiction prize 2015. 
she lives in Berlin. 

Nowhere People 
by paulo scott
Translated from the Portuguese  
by Daniel Hahn

nomInATeD BY:  
Biblioteca municipal de oeiras, portugal
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Driving home, 
law student paulo 
passes a figure at 
the side of the road. 
The indigenous girl 
stands in the heavy 
rain, as if waiting 
for something. 
paulo gives her a 
lift to her family’s 
roadside camp. 
 with sudden 

shifts in the characters’ lives, this novel 
takes in the whole story: telling of love, 
loss and family, it spans the worlds of são 
paulo’s rich kids and dispossessed guarani 
Indians along Brazil’s highways. one man 
escapes into an immigrant squatter’s life 
in london, while another’s performance 
activism leads to unexpected fame on 
YouTube. 
 written from the gut, it is a raw and 
passionate classic in the making, about our 
need for a home. 

Paulo Scott was born in 1966 in porto 
Alegre, in southern Brazil, and grew up in 
a working class neighbourhood. he has 
published four books of fiction and four of 
poetry. he also translates from english.

Notes from Underground 
by roger scruton
nomInATeD BY:  
městská knihovna Třinec, Czech republic

set in the twilight 
years of the 
Czechoslovak 
communist 
regime, Notes from 
Underground tells 
the story of Jan 
reichl, condemned 
to a menial life by 
his father’s alleged 
crime, and of Betka, 
the girl who offers 

him education, opportunity, and love, 
but who mysteriously refuses to commit 
herself. 
 Through his encounter with the 
underground culture and the underground 
church, Jan comes to understand that 
truth will always elude those who pursue it, 
and will come only when they least expect 
it, often, as in this case, with devastating 
results. As the story moves to its tragic 
conclusion the communist system enters 
its death throes. Jan enjoys freedom at 
last, only to understand that he has lost 
the love that would have made freedom 
meaningful.

Roger Scruton is the author of 40 books, 
including five works of fiction, and 
composed two operas. he is widely known 

on both sides of the Atlantic as a public 
intellectual with a broadly conservative 
vision. he is married with two children.

Ten Women 
by marcela serrano
Translated from the Spanish by Beth Fowler

nomInATeD BY:  
Biblioteca Daniel Cosío Villegas / el 
Colegio de méxico A.C., mexico City

nine Chilean 
women with 
divergent life 
stories – from a 
teenage lesbian 
struggling to find 
acceptance to a 
woman confronting 
the loneliness of 
old age – come 
together to 
talk about their 

triumphs and heartaches. They all have 
one person in common, their beloved 
therapist natasha who, though central 
to the lives of all of the women, is absent 
from their meeting. They are of disparate 
ages and races and their lives have 
been touched by major political events 
from the dictatorship of pinochet to the 
Israel-palestine conflict. But despite their 
differences, as the women tell their stories, 
unlikely bonds are formed, and their lives 
are transformed in this intricately woven, 
beautifully rendered tale of the universal 
bonds between women.

marcela Serrano is an award-winning 
Chilean novelist. her debut novel We Loved 
So Much won the literary prize in santiago. 
she is widely considered one of the best 
latin American writers working today. Ten 
Women is her first novel to be published in 
english. 

Family Life 
by Akhil sharma
nomInATeD BY:  
India International Centre library,  
new Delhi  
Jacksonville public library, UsA

we meet the mishra 
family in Delhi in 
1978, where eight-
year-old Ajay and 
his older brother 
Birju play cricket 
in the streets, 
waiting for the 
day when their 
plane tickets will 
arrive and they and 
their mother can 

fly across the world and join their father 

in America. America to the mishras 
is, indeed, everything they could have 
imagined and more. life is extraordinary 
until tragedy strikes, leaving one brother 
severely brain-damaged and the other lost 
and virtually orphaned in a strange land. 
Ajay, the family’s younger son, prays to a 
god he envisions as superman, longing to 
find his place amid the ruins of his family’s 
new life. 
 heart-wrenching and darkly funny, 
Family Life is a universal story of a boy torn 
between duty and his own survival. 

Akhil Sharma is the author of An Obedient 
Father, winner of the pen/hemingway 
Award. his writing has appeared in 
The new Yorker, The Atlantic and other 
publications. A native of Delhi, he lives in 
new York City and is an assistant professor 
of english at rutgers University, newark. 

The mysterious Ailment  
of Rupi Baskey 
by hansda swvendra shekhar
nomInATeD BY:  
India International Centre library,  
new Delhi

rupi birthed her 
eldest son squatting 
in the middle of a 
paddy field. soon 
after, gurubari, her 
rival in love, gave 
her an illness. now 
rupi lives out her 
days on a cot in the 
backyard, and her 
life dissolves into 
incomprehensible 

ruin around her. 
 The Mysterious Ailment of Rupi Baskey 
is the story of the Baskeys – the patriarch 
somai; his alcoholic, irrepressible 
daughter putki; Khorda, putki’s devout, 
upright husband, and their sons sido and 
Doso; and sido’s wife rupi. equally, the 
novel is about Kadamdihi, the santhan 
village in Jharkhand in which the Baskeys 
live. for it is in full view of the village that 
the various large and small dramas of the 
Baskey’s lives play out, even as the village 
cheers them on, finds fault with them, 
prays for them and, most of all, enjoys the 
spectacle they provide. 

Hansda Sowvendra Shekhar was born and 
lives in Jharkhand. his stories and articles 
have appeared in many publications 
including: The statesman, The Asian Age, 
good housekeeping and The Times of 
India. The Mysterious Ailment of Rupi Baskey 
is his first novel. 

 This skill is quickly regulated, 
licensed, bonded, and controlled. nothing 
can go wrong…

John Scalzi is the author of several sf 
novels including the bestselling Old Man’s 
War sequence. he is a winner of science 
fiction’s John w. Campbell Award for Best 
new writer. he lives in ohio with his wife 
and daughter. 

The Giraffe’s Neck 
by Judith schalansky
Translated from the German by  
Shaun Whiteside

nomInATeD BY:  
Zentral-u. landesbibliothek Berlin, 
germany

Adaption is 
everything, 
something frau 
lohmark is well 
aware of as the 
biology teacher at 
the Charles Darwin 
high school in a 
country backwater 
of the former east 
germany.  
 A strict 

devotee of Darwin’s evolution principle, 
lohmark views education as survival of the 
fittest: classifying her pupils as biological 
specimens and scorning her colleagues 
for indulging in ‘favourites’. however, as 
people move west in search of work and 
opportunities, the school’s future is in 
jeopardy and the lohmark is forced to face 
her most fundamental lesson: she must 
adapt or she cannot survive. 

Judith Schalansky was born in the former 
east germany. she studied art history 
and communication design and works as 
a freelance writer in Berlin. The Giraffe’s 
Neck is her first novel to be published 
in english, and was longlisted for the 
Independent foreign fiction prize 2015. 
she lives in Berlin. 

Nowhere People 
by paulo scott
Translated from the Portuguese  
by Daniel Hahn

nomInATeD BY:  
Biblioteca municipal de oeiras, portugal
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The Heist 
by Daniel silva
nomInATeD BY:  
Biblioteca municipal de oeiras, portugal

legendary spy 
and art restorer 
gabriel Allon is in 
Venice repairing 
an altarpiece 
when he receives a 
summons from the 
Italian police. The 
eccentric london 
art dealer Julian 
Isherwood has 
stumbled upon a 

chilling murder scene in lake Como, and  
is being held as a suspect. To save his 
friend, gabriel must track down the  
real killers and then find the most  
famous missing painting in the world:  
Caravaggio’s glorious Nativity with St. 
Francis and St. Lawrence. 
 gabriel embarks on a daring gambit 
to recover the Caravaggio and learn the 
identity of the collector. At his side is a 
brave young woman who survived one 
of the worst massacres of the twentieth 
century. now, with gabriel’s help, she will 
be given a chance to strike a blow against a 
dynasty that destroyed her family. 

Daniel Silva is the award-wining author of 
The Unlikely Spy, The Mark of the Assassin, 
The Marching Season, The Kill Artist, among 
many others. his books are published 
in more than thirty countries and are 
bestsellers around the world. 

Some Luck 
by Jane smiley
nomInATeD BY:  
lincoln library, springfield, UsA

1920, Denby, Iowa: 
rosanna and walter 
langdon have just 
welcomed their 
firstborn son, 
frank, into their 
family farm. he will 
be the oldest of five.  
 each chapter 
in this extraordinary 
novel covers 
a single year, 

encompassing the sweep of history as the 
langdons abide by time-honored values 
and pass them on to their children. with 
the country on the cusp of enormous social 
and economic change through the early 
1950s, we watch as the personal and the 
historical merge seamlessly: one moment 
electricity is just beginning to power the 
farm, and the next a son is volunteering to 
fight the nazis.  

 The first volume of an epic trilogy, 
Some Luck starts us on a literary adventure 
through cycles of birth and death, passion 
and betrayal that will span a century in 
America. 

Jane Smiley is the author of numerous 
novels, including A Thousand Acres, which 
was awarded the pulitzer prize. she is 
also the author of five works of nonfiction 
and a series of books for young adults. 
A member of the American Academy of 
Arts and letters, she lives in northern 
California. 

How to be both 
by Ali smith
nomInATeD BY:  
edinburgh City libraries, scotland 
new hampshire state library, Concord, 
UsA  
multnomah County library, portland, UsA  
City of richmond public library, UsA

How to be both is 
a novel all about 
art’s versatility. 
Borrowing from 
painting’s fresco 
technique to make 
an original literary 
double-take, it’s 
a fast-moving 
genre-bending 
conversation 
between forms, 

times, truths and fictions. There’s a 
renaissance artist of the 1460s. There’s the 
child of a child of the 1960s. Two tales of 
love and injustice twist into a singular yarn 
where time gets timeless, structural gets 
playful, knowing gets mysterious, fictional 
gets real – and all life’s givens get given a 
second chance. 

Ali Smith was born in Inverness in 1962 
and lives in Cambridge. she is the author 
of Artful, There but for the, Free Love, Like, 
Hotel World, Other Stories and Other Stories, 
The Whole Story and Other Stories, The 
Accidental, Girl Meets Boy and The First 
Person and Other Stories. 

I Loved You more 
by Tom spanbauer
nomInATeD BY:  
multnomah County library, portland, UsA

At the heart of Tom 
spanbauer’s novel 
is a love triange: two 
men, one woman. 
In new York Ben 
forms a bond with 
his friend, hank 
who is straight. 
Ben is gay, but has 
had occasional 
relationships with 
women. Almost a 

decade later in portland, oregon, a now-ill 
Ben falls for ruth, his writing student, and 
as Ben has found out with hank, loving has 
its limits. Ben introduces hank to ruth, 
and the real trouble starts. 
 set against a world of writers and 
artists; new York’s lower east side in the 
wild 1980s; the drab, confining Idaho of 
Ben’s youth; portland in his middle age; 
and many places in between, the complex 
world revealed in I Loved You More – written 
in the poisoned, lyrical voice of Ben – is the 
author’s most complex and wise novel  
to date.

Tom Spanbauer received his BA in english 
literature from Idaho state University. his 
novels include The Man Who Fell in Love 
With The Moon, In The City of Shy Hunters, 
and Now Is The Hour. 

All Days Are Night 
by peter stamn
Translated from the German by  
Michael Hofmann

nomInATeD BY:  
stadtbüchereien Düsseldorf, germany

All Days Are Night 
is the story of 
gillian, a successful 
and beautiful TV 
host, content with 
her marriage to 
matthias. one 
night following 
an argument, 
the couple has 
a terrible car 
accident: matthias, 

who is drunk, hits a deer on the wet road 
and dies in the crash. gillian wakes up 
in the hospital completely disfigured. 
only slowly, after many twists and turns, 
does she put her life back together, and 
reconnects with a love interest of the 
past who becomes a possible future—or 
so it seems. In stamm’s unadorned and 
haunting style, the novel forcefully tells 
the story of a woman who loses her life 
but must stay alive all the same. how she 
works everything out in the end is at once 
surprising and incredibly rewarding. 

Peter Stamm is the author of the novels 
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Seven Years, On a Day Like This, and 
Unformed Landscape, and the short-story 
collections We’re Flying and In Strange 
Gardens and Other Stories. his prize-
winning books have been translated into 
more than thirty languages. he lives in 
switzerland. 

Who By Fire 
by fred stenson
nomInATeD BY:  
edmonton public library, Canada

The heart of this 
moving story 
belongs to Tom 
ryder – a man 
whose expectations 
for the future and 
assumptions about 
his own strength 
and power are 
persistently and 
devastatingly 
undermined by the 

arrival of a sour gas plant on the border 
of his southern Alberta farm in the early 
1960s. The emissions from the plant poison 
not only his livestock but the relationships 
he has with his family, most especially with 
his wife, ella.  
 The novel moves into the present with 
the story of Tom’s son, Bill, who reacts 
to his father’s disappointments by rising 
through the managerial ranks of an oil 
company in fort mcmurray, hiding from 
his guilt in the local casino. Bill pushes 
himself towards a crisis in conscience 
through a relationship he has with a native 
woman whose community is threatened by 
the actions of his company. 

Who by Fire is Fred Stenson’s seventh 
book of fiction and fifteenth book overall. 
he has also written scripts for over 140 
produced films and videos. he writes a 
regular humour column for Alberta Views 
magazine. he was raised on a farm in the 
Alberta foothills north of Chief mountain 
and lives in Cochrane, Alberta. 

We Are Not Ourselves 
by matthew Thomas
nomInATeD BY:  
milwaukee public library, UsA  
lincoln library, springfield, UsA

Born in 1941, 
eileen Tumulty is 
raised by her Irish 
immigrant parents 
in woodside, 
Queens, in an 
apartment where 
the mood swings 
between heartbreak 
and hilarity, 
depending on how 
much alcohol has 

been consumed. from an early age, eileen 
wished that she lived somewhere else. she 
sets her sights on upper class Bronxville, 
new York, and an American Dream is born 
 Driven by this longing, eileen places 
her stock and love in ed leary, a handsome 
young scientist, and with him begins a 
family. over the years eileen encourages 
her husband to want more: a better job, 
better friends, a better house. It slowly 
becomes clear that his growing reluctance 
is part of a deeper, more incomprehensive 
psychological shift and an inescapable 
darkness enters their lives... 

matthew Thomas was born in the Bronx 
and grew up in Queens. his new York 
Times-bestselling novel We Are Not 
Ourselves has been shortlisted for the 
flaherty-Dunnan first novel prize from 
the Center for fiction and longlisted for the 
guardian first Book Award. he lives with 
his wife and twin children in new Jersey. 

A man Lies Dreaming
by lavie Tidhar
nomInATeD BY:  
Cork City libraries, Ireland

Deep in the 
heart of history’s 
most infamous 
concentration 
camp, a man lies 
dreaming. his 
name is shomer, 
and before the 
war he was a pulp 
fiction author. 
now, to escape the 
brutal reality of life 

in Auschwitz, shomer spends his nights 
imagining another world – a world where a 
disgraced former dictator now known only 
as wolf ekes out a miserable existence as a 
low-rent pI in london’s grimiest streets.
An extraordinary story of revenge and 
redemption, A Man Lies Dreaming is the 
unforgettable testament to the power of 
imagination. 

Lavie Tidhar is the world fantasy Award-
winning author of the controversial, widely-
translated alternate history novel Osama, 
and of many other works which straddle 

the boundaries between history, fantasy 
and reality. he has travelled extensively but 
currently lives in london. 

House of Purple Cedar 
by Tim Tingle
nomInATeD BY:  
oklahoma Department of libraries, UsA

“The hour has 
come to speak of 
troubled times. It 
is time we spoke of 
skullyville.” Thus 
begins House of 
Purple Cedar, rose 
goode’s telling of 
the year when she 
was eleven in Indian 
country, oklahoma.  
 skullyville, 

a once-thriving Choctaw community, was 
destroyed by land-grabbers, culminating 
in the arson on new Year’s eve, 1896, 
of new hope Academy for girls. Twenty 
Choctaw girls died, but rose escaped. 
she is blessed by the presence of her 
grandmother pokoni and her grandfather 
Amafo, both respected elders who 
understand the old ways. soon after the 
fire, the white sheriff beats Amafo in front 
of the townspeople. Yet, instead of seeking 
vengeance, her grandfather follows the 
path of forgiveness. And so unwinds this 
tale of mystery, Chotaw mysticism, and 
deep wisdom. 

Tim Tingle, a member of the Choctaw 
nation of oklahoma, is a popular presenter 
at storytelling and folklore festivals across 
America. Choctaw Chief gregory pyle has 
requested a story by Tingle previous to his 
Annual state of the nation Address at the 
Choctaw labor Day gathering from 2002 to 
the present. 

All my Puny Sorrows 
by miriam Toews
nomInATeD BY:  
edmonton public library, Canada  
ottawa public library Canada  
Toronto public library, Canada  
winnipeg public library Canada  
Cleveland public library, UsA
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You won’t forget elf 
and Yoli, two smart 
and loving sisters. 
elfrieda, a world-
renowned pianist, 
glamorous, wealthy, 
happily married: 
she wants to die. 
Yolandi, divorced, 
broke, sleeping with 
the wrong men as 
she tries to find 

true love: she desperately wants to keep 
her older sister alive. Yoli is a beguiling 
mess, wickedly funny even as she stumbles 
through life struggling to keep her teenage 
kids and mother happy, her exes from 
hating her, her sister from killing herself 
and her own heart from breaking.  
 But elf’s latest suicide attempt is 
a shock: she is three weeks away from 
the opening of her highly anticipated 
international tour. Can she be nursed back 
to “health” in time? Does it matter? As the 
situation becomes ever more complicated, 
Yoli faces the most terrifying decision of 
her life.

miriam Toews is the author of five previous 
bestselling novels: Summer of My Amazing 
Luck, A Boy of Good Breeding, A Complicated 
Kindness, The Flying Troutmans, and Irma 
Voth, and one work of non-fiction, Swing 
Low: A Life. she lives in Toronto. 

Nora Webster 
by Colm Tóibín
nomInATeD BY:  
Christchurch City libraries, new Zealand 
m.rudomino state library for foreign 
literature, moscow, russia 
Zentralbibliothek Zürich, switzerland 
milwaukee public library, UsA  
Tulsa City-County library, UsA

It is the late 1960s 
in Ireland. nora 
webster is living 
in a small town, 
looking after her 
four children, trying 
to rebuild her life 
after the death of 
her husband. she is 
fiercely intelligent, 
at times difficult 
and impatient, 

at times kind, but she is trapped by her 
circumstances, and waiting for any chance 
which will lift her beyond them. 
 slowly, through the gift of music 
and the power of friendship, she finds a 
glimmer of hope and a way of starting 
again. As the dynamic of the family 
changes, she seems both fiercely self-
possessed but also a figure of great moral 
ambiguity, making her one of the most 

memorable heroines in contemporary 
fiction. 
 The portrait that is painted in the 
years that follow is harrowing, piercingly 
insightful, always tender and deeply true. 

Colm Tóibín was born in Ireland in 1955. 
he is the author of five other novels, 
including The Blackwater Lightship and 
The Master, both of which were shortlisted 
for the Booker prize, and a collection of 
stories, Mothers and Sons.

Christ’s Entry into Brussels 
by Dimitri Verhulst
Translated from the Dutch by David Colmer

nomInATeD BY:  
openbare Bibliotheek Brugge, Belgium 
openbare Bibliotheek Amsterdam,  
The netherlands  
The libraries of The hague,  
The netherlands  
De Bibliotheek Utrecht, The netherlands

It is announced that 
Jesus Christ is to 
visit Belgium in a 
few weeks time, 
on its national day, 
the 21st of July. 
Coincidentally, 
our narrator’s 
mother dies and 
his marriage 
ends. feeling 
very low, and 

fluctuating between resentment, irony 
and cynicism, he reports on the events 
and on the behaviour of his compatriots. 
The authorities squabble about how to 
receive Christ. They find an eleven-year-old 
girl in the asylum seekers’ centre to act 
as Christ’s Aramaic interpreter (Arabic, 
Aramaic, it’s practically the same, right?). 
neighbours resolve ancient feuds and 
communities gather together to confess 
and forgive en masse, no matter the 
depravity of the crime. As the date draws 
near, the whole city brightens up – there’s 
never been a nicer time to have a second 
Coming…

Born in Belgium in 1972, Dimitri Verhulst 
is the author of a collection of short 
stories, a volume of poetry and several 
novels, including Problemski Hotel which 
was translated into english in 2003. All his 
books are widely translated in europe and 
receive a lot of critical praise. 

Look Who’s Back 
by Timur Vermes
Translated from the German by  
Jamie Bulloch

nomInATeD BY:  
Katona József library of Bács-Kiskun 
county, Kecskemét, hungary

Berlin, summer 
2011. Adolf hitler 
wakes up on a 
patch of open 
ground, alive and 
well. Things have 
changed – no eva 
Braun, no nazi 
party, no war. hitler 
barely recognises 
his beloved 
fatherland, filled 

with immigrants and run by a woman. 
 people certainly recognise him, albeit 
as a flawless impersonator who refuses 
to break character. The unthinkable, the 
inevitable happens, and the ranting hitler 
goes viral, becomes a YouTube star, gets 
his own T.V. show, and people begin  
to listen.  
 Look Who’s Back stunned and then 
thrilled 1.5 million german readers with 
its fearless approach to the most taboo of 
subjects. naive yet insightful, repellent yet 
strangely sympathetic, the revived hitler 
unquestionably has a spring in his step

Timur Vermes was born in nuremberg 
in 1967. he studied history and politics 
and went on to become a journalist. he 
has written for the Abendzeitung and the 
Cologne express and worked for various 
magazines. he has ghostwritten several 
books since 2007. Look Who’s Back is his 
first novel. 

Completion 
by Tim walker
nomInATeD BY:  
Tampere City library, finland

meet the manvilles. 
Jerry, a former 
award-winning 
adman who’s 
beginning to leave 
a trail of ex-wives 
and semi-estranged 
children. 
 pen, his artist 
ex-wife, who’s a lot 
more in love with 
her new garden  

in the south of france than with her  
new husband. 
 Isobel, their daughter, trapped in air-
conditioned Dubai, too busy managing her 
online farm to raise her own children. 
 Conrad, her brother, who tends to his 
bicycles and his latest crush from a grotty 
flat-share in east london. 
 The house on the hill was once their 
happy family home, regularly featured in 
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the newspaper lifestyle sections and in 
pen’s popular children’s books. But the 
house has fallen out of use, and so has  
the family…

Tim Walker was born in surrey in 1980. he 
lives with his wife in California, where he 
is the los Angeles correspondent for the 
Independent. Completion is his first novel. 

The Diary of mary Travers 
by eibhear walshe
nomInATeD BY:  
Cork City libraries, Ireland

It is April 1895 and 
oscar wilde is on 
trial in london 
at the old Bailey, 
following his 
libel case against 
the marquess of 
Queensberry. In 
County Cork, a 
woman called mary 
Travers is following 
the wilde Trials 

in the newspapers, increasingly troubled 
by the growing public outcry. Unknown 
to those around her, in 1864, as a young 
woman, she had been the key figure in a 
notorious court case in Dublin, in which 
she sued Jane wilde for libel, and the 
resulting scandal filled the newspapers 
for weeks. In this new novel, The Diary of 
Mary Travers, this controversial case is re-
imagined for the first time through the eyes 
of the central figure, mary Travers, and in 
her diary she reveals her own part in this 
scandal, her unhappy home life and her 
intimate connection with two of the most 
celebrated writers of her time, william and 
Jane wilde. 

Eibhear Walshe was born in waterford. 
he has published in the area of memoir, 
literary criticism and biography, and his 
books include Kate O’Brien: A Writing Life, 
Oscar’s Shadow: Wilde and Ireland, and A 
Different Story: The Writings of Colm Tóibín. 
he lectures in the school of english at 
University College Cork.

The Legacy of  
Elizabeth Pringle 
by Kirsty wark
nomInATeD BY:  
m. rudomino state library for foreign 
literature, moscow, russia

The Legacy of 
Elizabeth Pringle 
is a multi-
generational 
story of love and 
belonging set on 
the scottish island 
of Arran.  
 elizabeth 
pringle lived all 
her long life on the 
scottish island of 

Arran. But did anyone really know her? 
In her will she leaves her beloved house, 
holmlea, to a stranger – a young mother 
she’d seen pushing a pram down the road 
over thirty years ago. It now falls to martha, 
once the baby in that pram, to answer the 
question: why? 
 A captivating story of the richness 
behind so-called ordinary lives and the 
secrets and threads that hold women 
together. 

Kirsty Wark is a journalist, broadcaster 
and writer who hosts a variety of BBC 
programmes including newsnight and 
The review show. The Legacy of Elizabeth 
Pringle, her debut novel, was shortlisted for 
the saltire first Book of the Year Award. 

Their Lips Talk of mischief 
by Alan warner
nomInATeD BY:  
Bergen offentlige Bibliotek, norway

high up in the 
Conrad flats that 
loom bleakly over 
Acton, two future 
stars of the literary 
scene – or so they 
assume – are hard 
at work, tapping out 
words of wit and 
brilliance between 
ill-paid jobs writing 
captions for the Cat 

Calendar 1985 and blurbs for trashy novels 
with titles like Brothel of the Vampire. Just 
twenty-one but already well entrenched in 
a life eked out on dole payments, pints and 
dollops of porridge and pasta, llewellyn 
and Cunningham don’t have it too bad: a 
pub on the corner, a misdirected parental 
allowance, and the delightful company of 
Aoife, llewellyn’s model fiancée, mother 
of his young baby – and the woman of 
Cunningham’s increasingly vivid dreams. 

Alan Warner is the author of seven 
previous novels including: The Man Who 
Walks, The Worms Can Carry Me To Heaven, 
and The Stars in the Bright Sky, which was 
longlisted for the 2010 man Booker prize, 
and The Deadman’s Pedal, which won the 
2013 James Tait Black prize.

The Paying Guests 
by sarah waters
nomInATeD BY:  
muntpunt, Brussels, Belgium  
Dunedin public libraries, new Zealand 
stockholm public library, sweden

It is 1922, and 
london is tense. 
ex-servicemen 
are disillusioned, 
the out-of-work 
and the hungry 
are demanding 
change. And in 
south london, in a 
genteel Camberwell 
villa, a large silent 
house now bereft of 

brothers, husband and even servants, life is 
about to be transformed, as impoverished 
widow mrs wray and her spinster daughter, 
frances, are obliged to take in lodgers. 
 for with the arrival of lilian and 
leonard Barber, a modern young couple of 
the ‘clerk class’, the routines of the house 
will be shaken up in unexpected ways. And 
as passions mount and frustration gathers, 
no one can foresee just how far-reaching, 
and how devastating, the disturbances  
will be. 

Sarah Waters was born in wales. she has 
been shortlisted for the man Booker and 
orange prizes and has won The south 
Bank show Award and The somerset 
maugham Award. four of her novels have 
been adapted for television. 

Will Starling 
by Ian weir
nomInATeD BY:  
saint John free public library, Canada

The great 
metropolis of 
london swaggers 
with regency 
abandon as 
nineteen-year-
old will starling 
returns from the 
napoleonic wars 
having spent five 
years assisting a 
military surgeon. 

Charming, brash, and damaged, will is 
helping his mentor build a medical practice  
– and a life  –  in the rough Cripplegate 
area. To do so requires an alliance with the 
Doomsday men: body snatchers that supply 
surgeons and anatomists with human 
cadavers.
After a grave robbing goes terribly awry 
and a prostitute is accused of murder, 
will becomes convinced of an unholy 
conspiracy that traces its way back to 
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Dionysus Atherton, the brightest of 
london’s rising surgical stars. wild 
rumours begin to spread of experiments 
upon the living and of uncanny sightings in 
london’s dark streets. 
 steeped in scientific lore, laced with 
dark humour, Will Starling is historical 
fiction like none other. 

Ian Weir is an award-winning playwright, 
screenwriter, and novelist. he has written 
more than 150 episodes for nearly two 
dozen television series. his stage plays 
have been produced across Canada, as 
well as in the U.s. and england. he lives 
near Vancouver.

Small Blessings 
by martha woodroof
nomInATeD BY:  
Cape Breton regional library  
sydney, Canada

Tom putnam has 
resigned himself 
to a quiet and 
half-fulfilled life. An 
english professor 
in a sleepy college 
town, he spends 
his days browsing 
the shakespeare 
shelves at the 
campus bookstore, 
managing his 

department’s oddball faculty, and caring 
for his wife marjory, a fragile shut-in with 
unrelenting neuroses. Then, one evening at 
the bookstore, Tom and marjory meet rose 
Callahan, the shop’s charming new hire, 
and marjory invites rose to their home for 
dinner. her first social interaction since 
her breakdown, Tom wonders if it’s a sign 
that change is on the horizon – a feeling 
confirmed when he receives a letter from 
his former paramour, informing him he’d 
fathered a son who is heading Tom’s way 
on a train. his mind races at the possibility 
of having a family after so many years of 
loneliness. And it becomes clear change is 
coming whether Tom’s ready or not.

martha Woodroof has written for npr, 
npr.org, marketplace and weekend 
America, and for the Virginia foundation 
for humanities radio feature Bureau. her 
print essays have appeared in the new York 
Times, The washington post, and the san 
francisco Chronicle. Small Blessings is her 
debut novel. she lives with her husband in 
the shenandoah Valley. 

Land of Love and Drowning
by Tiphanie Yanique
nomInATeD BY:  
The seattle public library, UsA

In the early 1900s, 
the Virgin Islands 
are transferred 
from Danish to 
American rule, 
and an important 
ship sinks into the 
Caribbean sea. 
orphaned by the 
shipwreck are two 
sisters and their 
half brother, now 

faced with an uncertain identity and future. 
each of them is unusually beautiful, and 
each is in possession of a particular magic 
that will either sink or save them. 
 Chronicling three generations of an 
island family from 1916 to the 1970s, Land 
of Love and Drowning is a novel of love and 
magic, set against the emergence of saint 
Thomas into the modern world. Uniquely 
imagined, with echoes of Toni morrison, 
gabriel garcía márquez, and the author’s 
own Caribbean family history, the story is 
told in a language and rhythm that evoke 
an entire world and way of life and love. 

Tiphanie Yanique is from saint Thomas, 
Virgin Islands. The author of the novel 
Land of Love and Drowning and the story 
collection How to Escape from a Leper 
Colony, she is a 2010 rona Jaffe writers’ 
Award winner and was named by the 
national Book Awards as one of 2011’s “5 
Under 35.”   

Decompression 
by Juli Zeh
Translated from the German by John Cullen

nomInATeD BY:  
stadtbibliothek Bremen, germany

In this riveting 
tale we meet two 
couples caught in 
a web of conflicting 
passions, Diving 
instructor sven 
fiedler and his 
girlfriend, Antje, 
who live and work 
on the spanish 
island of lanzarote. 
when a tourist 

couple – Jola, a soap opera actress, and 
Theo, a stalled novelist – arrive for an 
intensive two-week diving experience, sven 
is captivated by Jola’s beauty and evident 
wealth. 
 Theo suspects that sven and Jola 
have begun an affair, but oddly, he seems 

to encourage them. Antje looks on, 
increasingly wary of these new clients. 
Cycling through different points of view, 
we are constantly kept guessing about 
who knows what—and who is telling the 
truth. A brutal game of temptation and 
manipulation unfolds, pointing toward a 
violent end—but a quiet one, underwater, 
beneath the waves. 

Juli Zeh’s novels include Eagles and Angels, 
winner of numerous prizes including the 
german Book prize; Gaming Instinct; In 
Free Fall; and The Method. she has worked 
at the United nations in new York, taught 
at the german Institute for literature in 
leipzig, and currently lives in Brandenburg. 

The Lobster Kings 
by Alexi Zentner
nomInATeD BY:  
saint John free public library, UsA

The Kings family 
has lived on 
loosewood Island 
for three hundred 
years, blessed with 
the bounty of the 
sea. But for the 
Kings, this blessing 
comes with a 
curse: the loss of 
every first-born 
son. now, woody 

Kings, the leader of the island’s lobster 
fishing community and the family patriarch, 
teeters on the throne, and Cordelia, 
the oldest of woody’s three daughters, 
stands to inherit the crown. To do so, 
however, she must defend her island 
against meth dealers from the mainland, 
while navigating sibling rivalry and the 
vulnerable nature of her own heart when 
she falls in love with her sternman. 
Inspired by shakespeare’s King Lear, The 
Lobster Kings is the story of Cordelia’s 
struggle to maintain her island’s way of life 
in the face of danger from offshore, and 
the rich, looming, mythical legacy of her 
family’s namesake. 

Alexi Zentner’s fiction has appeared in the 
Atlantic monthly, narrative magazine and 
other publications. his short story Touch 
was featured in The o. henry prize stories. 
Touch and The Adjuster were also selected 
for “special mention” in the 2008 pushcart 
prize anthology. he was born in Kitchener, 
ontario, and currently lives in Ithaca,  
new York.
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The Storied Life of A. J. Fikry
by gabrielle Zevin
nomInATeD BY:  
national library service of Barbados, 
Bridgetown  
Biblioteca municipal de oeiras, portugal

A.J. fikry, the 
irascible owner of 
Island Books, has 
recently endured 
some tough years: 
his wife has died, 
his bookstore is 
experiencing the 
worst sales in its 
history, and his 
prized possession 
– a rare edition of 

poe poems – has been stolen. over time, 
he has given up on people, and even the 
books in his store, instead of offering 
solace, are yet another reminder of a world 
that is changing too rapidly. Until a most 
unexpected occurrence gives him the 
chance to make his life over and see  
things anew. 
 gabrielle Zevin’s novel is a love letter 
to the world of books — an irresistible 
affirmation of why we read, and why  
we love. 

Gabrielle Zevin has published six adult and 
young adult novels, including Elsewhere, 
an American library Association notable 
Children’s Book, which has been translated 
in over twenty languages. she is the 
screenwriter of Conversations with Other 
Women starring helena Bonham Carter 
and Aaron eckhart, for which she received 
an Independent spirit Award nomination. 
she lives in los Angeles. 

The Night Watchman 
by richard Zimler
nomInATeD BY:  
Biblioteca pública municipal do porto, 
portugal

A chilling 
psychological 
mystery, The 
Night Watchman 
is a uniquely 
moving portrait 
of a troubled 
police detective 
and his family. 
Chief Inspector 
henrique monroe 
of the lisbon 

police Department is not your usual cop. 
eccentric, elliptical – and stunningly 
observant – his peculiar behavior at crime 
scenes is legendary. But his colleagues put 
up with it because, in the end, monroe’s the 

best of the best. But he has a double-sided 
secret. And when he’s called to investigate 
the brutal slaying of well-connected 
portuguese businessman pedro Coutinho, 
it’s not just the murder case that will 
unravel – but his own identity, too. 
 As monroe’s investigations lead him 
deep into a torrid world of shady political 
corruption and sexual violence, the details 
of the case trigger memories from his 
childhood in rural Colorado – memories he 
has travelled far, and worked hard, to hide.

Richard Zimler was born in new York but 
has lived in portugal for the past 30 years. 
he has written six novels, most recently 
The Warsaw Anagrams. Zimler’s novels 
have been international bestsellers; he 
has won numerous prizes and is a regular 
contributor to the los Angeles Times  
Book review. 
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AUSTRALIA ADELAIDE The state library of south Australia
Australia BRISBANE The state library of Queensland
Australia CANBERRA The national library of Australia
Australia mELBOURNE The state library of Victoria
Australia PERTH The state library of western Australia
Australia SYDNEY  The state library of new south wales
AUSTRIA SALZBURG  stadt: Bibliothek salzburg
Austria VIENNA  Vienna public library
BARBADOS  BRIDGETOWN The national library service 
     of Barbados
BELGIUm BRUGES  openbare Bibliotheek Brugge
Belgium BRUSSELS muntpunt
Belgium GENT  stedelijke openbare Bibliotheek gent
BRAZIL  BRASíLIA  Biblioteca Demonstrativa maria da 
 Conceicao moreira salles — ministério da Cultura
CANADA CALGARY Calgary public library
Canada EDmONTON edmonton public library
Canada HALIFAx  halifax public libraries
Canada OTTAWA  ottawa public library
Canada SAINT JOHN  saint John free public library
Canada ST JOHN’S        newfoundland & labrador  

public libraries
Canada SYDNEY  Cape Breton regional library
Canada TORONTO Toronto public library
Canada WINNIPEG  winnipeg public library
CHINA BEIJING  Capital library of China
CROATIA RIJEKA  gradska Knjiznica rijeka
CZECH REP. KARVINá-mIZEROV The regional library of Karviná
Czech PRAGUE  municipal library of prague
Czech TřINEC městská knihovna Třinec
DENmARK AARHUS  Aarhus Kommunes Biblioteker
ENGLAND BIRmINGHAm library of Birmingham
England LIVERPOOL  liverpool City libraries
England LONDON  redbridge libraries
England NEWCASTLE newcastle libraries
ESTONIA TALLINN  national library of estonia
FINLAND HELSINKI helsinki City library
Finland  TAmPERE  Tampere City library — pirkanmaa 

regional library
FRANCE mULHOUSE  Bibliothèque municipale de mulhouse
France NICE Bibliothèque municipale à Vocation  

régionale de nice
GEORGIA  TBILISI  national parliamentary library of georgia
GERmANY BERLIN Zentral-und landesbibliothek Berlin
GERmANY BONN            Universitäts-und landesbibliothek Bonn
Germany BREmEN stadtbibliothek Bremen
Germany DUSSELDORF stadtbüchereien Düsseldorf
Germany FRANKFURT            stadtbücherei frankfurt am main
Germany LEIPZIG  leipziger stadtische Bibliotheken
Germany mAINZ Bibliotheken der stadt mainz
Germany mUNICH münchner stadtbibliothek
GREECE VERIA Veria Central public library
HUNGARY  KECSKEméT  Katona József library of  
   Bács-Kiskun County
ICELAND REYKJAVíK  reykjavík City library
INDIA NEW DELHI  India International Centre library
IRELAND CORK  Cork City libraries
Ireland DUBLIN  Dublin City public libraries
Ireland GALWAY  galway County library
Ireland LImERICK  limerick City & County libraries
Ireland WATERFORD          waterford City & County libraries
ITALY FLORENCE Biblioteca nazionale Centrale di firenze
Italy  NAPLES   Biblioteca nazionale di napoli 

— Vittorio emanuele III
Italy ROmE Biblioteca nazionale Centrale di roma
JAmAICA KINGSTON Jamaica library service
LEBANON BAAKLEEN Baakline national library

LIECHTENSTEIN VADUZ liechtenstein national library
mALAYSIA  KUALA LUmPUR       The national library of malaysia
mExICO mExICO CITY  Biblioteca Daniel Cosío 

Villgas / el Colegio de méxico
mONTENEGRO HERCEG NOVI JU gradska biblioteka I  

čitaonica herceg-novi
NETHERLANDS AmSTERDAm          openbare Bibliotheek Amsterdam
Netherlands EINDHOVEN de Bibliotheek eindhoven
Netherlands ROTTERDAm de Bibliotheek rotterdam
Netherlands THE HAGUE The libraries of The hague
Netherlands UTRECHT  de Bibliotheek Utrecht
NEW ZEALAND AUCKLAND Auckland libraries
New Zealand CHRISTCHURCH Christchurch City libraries
New Zealand DUNEDIN Dunedin public libraries
New Zealand TImARU Timaru District libraries
New Zealand WELLINGTON wellington City libraries
NORWAY BERGEN Bergen offentlige Bibliotek
Norway OSLO Deichmanske Bibliotek
Norway STAVANGER Aleph — stavanger Bibliotek
POLAND  LóDZ  wojewódzka Biblioteka publiczna im. 

marszałka Józefa piłsudskiego w Łodzi
PORTUGAL OEIRAS  Biblioteca municipal de oeiras
Portugal PORTO Biblioteca pública municipal do porto
ROmANIA CLUJ “octavian goga” Cluj County library
RUSSIA mOSCOW m. rudomino state library for foreign 

literature, moscow, russia
SCOTLAND EDINBURGH edinburgh City libraries
SERBIA BELGRADE Belgrade City library
SLOVENIA LJUBLJANA mestna knjižnica ljubljana
SOUTH AFRICA JOHANNESBURG City of Johannesburg metropolitan  

library & Information services
SPAIN BARCELONA Biblioteca Vila De gràcia —  

Biblioteques de Barcelona
SRI LANKA COLOmBO Colombo public library
SWEDEN STOCKHOLm stockholm public library
SWITZERLAND BERN Universitätsbibliothek Bern
Switzerland GENEVA Bibliothèques municipales genève
Switzerland ZURICH Zentralbibliothek Zürich
USA CHICAGO Chicago public library
USA CINCINNATI The public library of Cincinnati &  

hamilton County
USA CLEVELAND Cleveland public library
USA COLORADO SPRINGS pikes peak library District
USA COLUmBIA  richland library
USA CONCORD new hampshire state library
USA DENVER Denver public library
USA HARTFORD hartford public library
USA HOUSTON houston public library
USA JACKSONVILLE Jacksonville public library
USA LOS ANGELES los Angeles public library
USA mIAmI miami-Dade public library system
USA mILWAUKEE milwaukee public library
USA NEW YORK new York public library
USA OKLAHOmA CITY oklahoma Department of 

libraries
USA PHILADELPHIA free library of philadelphia
USA PITTSBURGH Carnegie library of pittsburgh
USA PORTLAND multnomah County library
USA RICHmOND City of richmond public library
USA SAN DIEGO san Diego public library
USA SAN FRANCISCO san francisco public library
USA SAN JOSé san José public library
USA SEATTLE The seattle public library
USA SPRINGFIELD lincoln library
USA  TALLAHASSEE  leroy Collins leon County  

public library system
USA TULSA Tulsa City-County library
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mEAGHAN DELAHUNT was born in 
melbourne and lives in edinburgh. she is 
the author of novels, In the Blue House, The 
Red Book and To the Island. her latest book 
is Greta Garbo’s Feet & Other Stories (2015). 
Awards for her work include the flamingo/
hQ Australian short story prize (1997), a 
regional Commonwealth prize, a saltire 
Book Award and a nomination for the 
orange prize. she teaches Creative writing 
part-time at the University of stirling  
and is an Arts & Culture editor for  
www.bellacaledonia.com

Photo by Anna Reid

CARLO GéBLER was born in Dublin in 
1954. he lives outside enniskillen, Co. 
fermanagh, northern Ireland. he is the 
author of several novels including A Good 
Day for A Dog and The Dead Eight shortlisted 
for the Kerry Irish fiction prize, the short 
story collection W9 & Other Lives, works of 
non-fiction including the narrative history, 
The Siege of Derry and the memoir The 
Projectionist, The Story of Ernest Gébler. he 
has also written novels for children as well 
as plays for radio and the stage, including 
10 Rounds, which was short-listed for  
the ewart-Biggs prize. he is a member  
of Aosdána.

Photo by Bobbie Hanvey

IAN SANSOm is a novelist, critic and 
academic. he is the author of 13 works of 
fiction and non-fiction, including The Truth 
About Babies, Ring Road and the mobile 
library series of novels. his most recent 
book is Death in Devon harper Collins, 
(2015), book no.3 in his 44-book County 
guides series of novels. he writes for The 
Guardian, The London Review of Books,  
The New Statesman and The Spectator.  
he is currently a professor in the 
Department of english and Comparative 
literary studies at the University  
of warwick. 

Photo by Ian Sansom

HON. EUGENE R. SULLIVAN, non-voting 
chair of the judging panel, is a former Chief 
Judge of a Us Court of Appeals and brings 
a wealth of experience from sixteen years 
on the bench. his first novel, The Majority 
Rules, was published in 2005. The second 
novel of his political thriller trilogy, The 
Report to the Judiciary, was published in 
2008. A Vietnam Veteran and west pointer, 
he was inducted into the U.s Army ranger 
hall of fame. when not recalled to the 
federal Bench, Judge sullivan is a partner 
in a washington law firm.

Photo by Jason Clarke

IGLIKA VASSILEVA is the acclaimed 
translator of James Joyce’s Ulysses, of 
almost all novels by Virginia woolf, the 
prose of walt whitman, John Banville, John 
mcgahern and other distinguished writers. 
her translations of Ulysses, The Waves and 
To the Lighthouse were met with acclaim 
by literary critics and reading public alike. 
The recipient of numerous prizes, Iglika 
Vassileva was awarded the prize of the 
Union of Bulgarian Translators four times, 
the prize of the ministry of Culture and 
the “hristo g. Danov” national prize 
for literary Translation twice and the 
sofia City prize for Achievements in the 
field of literature. she teaches literary 
translation at sofia University.

Photo by Mishka

JUAN PABLO VILLALOBOS was born 
in guadalajara, mexico, in 1973. he’s 
the author of Down the Rabbit Hole 
shortlisted for The guardian first Book 
Award, Quesadillas and I’ll Sell You a 
Dog to be published in english in 2016. 
his novels have been translated into 
fifteen languages. he writes for several 
publications, including Granta, Letras 
Libres, Gatopardo and english pen’s 
Blog, and translates Brazilian literature 
into spanish. he lived in Barcelona for 
several years, then moved to Brazil, and 
is now back in spain. he is married with 
two mexican-Brazilian-Catalan children.

Photo by Renato Parada
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“Since its inception this Award has made a 
fantastic contribution to the literary life of 
Dublin and brings significant benefits to the 
City. Now that the Award is entirely a Dublin 
City initiative, sponsored by the City Council, 
the time is right for us to drop the name 
ImPAC from the title and to call the prize  
the International DUBLIN Literary Award” 

Ardmhéara, Críona ní Dhálaigh  
patron of the Award  
november 2015

www.dublinliteraryaward.ie



Dublin is a city renowned for its great 
literary reputation — a reputation it wears 
with ease and assurance and with the 
confidence that it will continue to produce 
and inspire writers of great stature.

President Michael D. Higgins 

www.dublincityofliterature.ie

“

“
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www.dublinliteraryaward.ie

The International DUBlIn literary Award is presented annually for a novel written in english or translated into english. 
The award is sponsored by Dublin City Council, the municipal government of Dublin and is now in its 21st year.

International DUBLIN Literary Award Office, Dublin City library & Archive, 138 –144 pearse street, Dublin 2, Ireland 
email: literaryaward@dublincity.ie phone: +353 1 674 4802                   find us on facebook and Twitter 
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