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The International DUBLIN Literary Award is the international book prize from Dublin, a 
UNESCO City of Literature. Presented each year since 1996 for a novel written in English 
or translated into English, the award is sponsored by Dublin City Council. Uniquely among 
literary prizes, books are nominated by library systems in major cities throughout the world. 
The 23rd winner will be presented on 13th June 2018.

A General Theory of Oblivion written by José Eduardo Agualusa 
and translated from Portuguese by Daniel Hahn is the winner of the 2017 award!

José Eduardo Agualusa, winner of the 2017 award announced by the Lord Mayor on 21st June in the Mansion House in Dublin

Left to right: Daniel Hahn, translator of A General Theory of Oblivion; Margaret Hayes, Dublin City Librarian; José Eduardo Agualusa, 
winning author and Lord Mayor and Patron of the Award, Brendan Carr
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You can watch video highlights of the winner, shortlist and longlist announcements, as well as interviews 
with the judges and the full winner’s speech on YouTube or the news section of our website.

Also, follow us on Twitter, Instagram and Facebook where we regularly host competitions for copies of 
longlisted books and post reviews and interviews with national and international authors. 

The 2017 Judges with their winners! Left to right: Chris Morash, Kapka Kassabova, Daniel Hahn, José Eduardo Agualusa, Katy 
Derbyshire, Ellah Allfrey and Jaume Subirana

Declan Wallace, Assistant Chief Executive of Dublin City Council presents a cheque for €75,000 to José Eduardo Agualusa;  
Lord Mayor, Brendan Carr (centre). Daniel Hahn received a cheque for €25,000
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Margaret Hayes, Dublin City Librarian presents a scroll to 
Niko Cvjetković, Director of Gradska Knjiznica Rijeka, Croatia, 
who represented nominating libraries worldwide at the winner 
ceremony. 

“I think it is a really good method of democracy to involve all the 
world, all the people that are reading. For us it’s an honour to be 
one piece of this beautiful puzzle, especially because this year the 
winner was nominated by our library.”

Congratulations to the 4 libraries that nominated the 2017 winner! 

- Gradska Knjiznica Rijeka, Croatia  - Biblioteca Demonstrativa Maria da Conceição Moreira Salles, Brasilia, Brazil 
- Biblioteca Municipal de Oeiras, Portugal  - Biblioteca Pública Municipal do Porto, Portugal 

Ana Maria da Costa Souza and Bernadette Maria Nogueira 
Batista Strauss Biblioteca Demonstrativa, Brasilia, Brazil. (Photo by 
Raphael Strauss)

“Biblioteca Demonstrativa has been presenting Brazil’s nominations 
since 2004 and our suggestions have been already recognized in 
some shortlists. However it is the first time that we achieve the top 
of the list. it is also the very first time that the prize is given to a book 
written in Portuguese. Many thanks to you all in Dublin City Public 
Libraries for this fantastic opportunity given to us, libraries in the 
world.”

Maria Olívia Almeida, Librarian and Sónia Ferreira Pinto, Chief 
Librarian Biblioteca Pública Municipal do Porto, Portugal

“It was with the deepest joy that we received the news of the 
acknowledgment of José Eduardo Agualusa as a great writer. With 
this prize, the world of Literature in Portuguese and Lusophone 
Letters has also been honoured.”

Kathrin Khanchanok Kemmler, winner of the Thai Young Writers 
competition, organised by the Irish Embassy in Thailand, with José 
Eduardo Agualusa

Declan Wallace, Assistant Chief Executive of Dublin City Council, 
presents a Dublin Crystal bowl to Ellie Steel, Harvill Secker, UK 
publishers of the winning book.
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The 2018 Award was launched on 6th November 2017 in the Dublin City Library & 
Archive, Pearse Street

The launch of the 2018 award was attended by Ambassadors and representatives from the Mexican, Australian, Maltese, South Korean, 
Czech Republic and Israeli embassies in Dublin. 

The 2018 judging panel, left to right (standing): Xiaolu Guo, Mpalive Msiska, Courttia Newland, Vona Groarke, (seated) Nicky 
Harman and Judge Eugene Sullivan
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Longlisted authors Sebastian Barry and Liz Nugent 

Dublin City Librarian, Margaret Hayes, talks about the books on 
the 2018 longlist

Ardmhéara / Lord Mayor, Mícheál MacDonncha, Patron of the 
Award talks about Dublin City’s literary tradition
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Vona Groarke has published 7 collections 
of poetry with Gallery Press, the most 
recent being X (2014) and Selected Poems, 
reviewed in The Dublin Review of Books 
as a collection ‘of almost sublime purity’ 
and awarded the Pigott Prize for the best 
book of poetry by an Irish poet in 2016. 
Described in the Irish Times as ‘intriguing… 
erudite and elegant’, her book-length essay 
on art-frames, Four Sides Full, was also 
published in 2016 and was the Book on One 
on RTE Radio. Her poems have appeared 
in The New Yorker, Ploughshares, The New 
York Review of Books and The Threepenny 
Review. A former editor of Poetry Ireland 
Review and Selector for the Poetry Book 
Society, she is a Senior Lecturer in poetry at 
the University of Manchester. She was the 
2017 inductee into the Irish Literary Hall of 
Fame, and has been a member of Aosdána 
since 2010.

Xiaolu Guo is a Chinese British novelist, 
essayist and filmmaker. She has published 
seven novels, short story collections and 
a memoir. Her novel A Concise Chinese 
English Dictionary For Lovers was 
translated into 27 languages and was 
nominated for the Orange Prize for Fiction. 
UFO In Her Eyes, a study of totalitarianism 
in a semi-real Chinese village, has been 
translated into 9 languages and made into 
an award winning feature film. Village of 
Stone was shortlisted for the Independent 
Foreign Fiction Prize. Her most recent 
novel, I Am China, about the artist’s role 
in a politicized world, was longlisted for 
the Baileys Women’s Fiction Prize. Her 
memoir Once Upon A Time in the East was 
published in 2017 by Penguin Random 
House. In 2013 she was named as one of 
Granta’s Best of Young British Novelists. 

Nicky Harman is co-Chair of the 
Translators Association (Society of Authors) 
and translates Chinese literature (and 
some non-fiction and poetry) into English. 
Her authors include Chen Xiwo, Han 
Dong, Hong Ying, Dorothy Tse, Xinran, 
Yan Geling and Zhang Ling. She mentors 
new translators, teaches summer schools, 
and judges translation competitions. She 
works with others on the literary website 
Paper Republic (paper-republic.org), writes 
blogs and runs events to promote Chinese 
literature in English, in collaboration with 
the London Free Word Centre, Southbank 
Centre and the Writing Chinese project 
(Leeds University). She tweets as @cfbcuk 
and @NickyHarman_cn. She is based in 
Weymouth, UK.

Dr Mpalive-Hangson Msiska is a Reader 
in English and Humanities at Birkbeck, 
University of London, with special interest 
in Post-colonial and Global Literatures.  He 
has written widely on African and Post-
colonial Literatures, including the following 
books: Post-colonial Identity in Wole 
Soyinka (2007) and Chinua Achebe’s Things 
Fall Apart (2007) (co-authored).  He has 
been a judge for the Caine Prize for African 
Writing as well as the Brunel University 
African Poetry Prize.  He sits on the Boards 
of the Royal African Society, The Canon 
Collins Education and Legal Trust and The 
British Institute in Eastern Africa.

Courttia Newland is the author of seven 
works of fiction that include his debut, 
The Scholar. His latest novel, The Gospel 
According to Cane, was published in 2013 
and has been optioned by Cowboy Films. 
The Scholar was nominated for the 1999 
IMPAC Dublin Literary Award, The Frank 
O’ Conner Award, The CWA Dagger in the 
Library Award, The Hurston/Wright Legacy 
Award and The Theatre 503 Award for 
playwriting as well as numerous others. 
His short stories have appeared in many 
anthologies and broadcast on BBC Radio 4. 
In 2016 he was awarded the Tayner Barbers 
Award for science fiction writing and the 
Roland Rees Busary for playwriting. He is 
associate lecturer in creative writing at the 
University of Westminster and is completing 
a PhD in creative writing. 

Hon. Eugene R. Sullivan, non-voting 
chair of the judging panel, is a Senior 
Federal Judge and a former Chief Judge of 
a US Court of Appeals, brings a wealth of 
experience from over sixteen years on the 
bench. His first novel, The Majority Rules, 
was published in 2005. The second novel of 
his political thriller trilogy, The Report to the 
Judiciary, was published in 2008. A Vietnam 
Veteran and West Pointer, he was inducted 
into the US Army Ranger Hall of Fame. 
When not recalled to the Federal Bench, 
Judge Sullivan is a partner in a Washington 
law firm.
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The Power 
Naomi Alderman
NOMINATED BY:
Stockholm Public Library, Sweden

What if the power 
to hurt was in 
women’s hands?

Suddenly - 
tomorrow or the 
day after - teenage 
girls find that with a 
flick of their fingers, 
they can inflict 
agonizing pain and 
even death. With 

this single twist, the four lives at the heart 
of Naomi Alderman’s extraordinary, visceral 
novel are utterly transformed.

Naomi Alderman is the author of four 
novels. In 2006 she won the Orange Award 
for New Writers and in 2007 she was 
named Sunday Times Young Writer of the 
Year, as well as being selected as one of 
Waterstones’ 25 Writers for the Future. All 
of her novels have been broadcast on BBC 
Radio 4’s Book at Bedtime. In 2013 she was 
selected for the prestigious Granta Best of 
Young British Writers. She lives in London.

Enchanted Islands
Allison Amend
NOMINATED BY:
The Seattle Public Library, USA

Born to immigrant 
parents in 
Minnesota just 
before the turn 
of the century, 
Frances Frankowski 
grew up coveting 
the life of her best 
friend, Rosalie 
Mendel. And yet, 
decades later, 
when the women 

reconnect in San Francisco, their lives 
have diverged. Rosalie is a housewife 
and mother, while Frances works for the 
Office of Naval Intelligence and has just 
been given a top-secret assignment: marry 
handsome spy Ainslie Conway and move 
to the Galápagos Islands to investigate 
the Germans living there in the build-up to 
World War II. 

Amid active volcanoes, forbidding wildlife 
and flora, and unfriendly neighbors, Ainslie 
and Frances carve out a life for themselves. 
But the secrets they harbor—from their 
friends, from their enemies, and even from 
each other—may be their undoing.

Allison Amend, a graduate of the Iowa 

Writer’s Workshop, is the author of the 
novels A Nearly Perfect Copy and Stations 
West. She is also the author of the 
Independent Publisher’s Award-winning 
short story collection Things That Pass for 
Love. She lives in New York City where she 
teaches creative writing. 

The Red Bicycle
Dave Anthony
NOMINATED BY: 
National Library of Malaysia, Kuala Lumpar

The brave fighters 
of the Communist 
Party of Malaya lived 
hard lives in the 
jungles, pledging 
allegiance to the 
Party above all else. 
But despite their 
dedication, many 
were lost due to a 
traitor in their midst – 
one so high-ranking 

that nobody would have suspected him. 

Dave Anthony’s historical novel follows 
the developing love of two of the 
guerrilla fighters; the multiple identities 
of their Beloved Leader and the uneasy 
cooperation between the British and the 
communists against their common enemy. 

Dave Anthony is a Malaysian of Indian 
origin. He was editor and publisher 
of Church magazine for 15 years 
and the director of a communication 
centre and a production house making 
video productions such as corporate 
documentaries and docudramas. He lives 
in Malaysia with his wife and two sons. 

13 Ways of Looking at a Fat Girl
Mona Awad
NOMINATED BY:
Winnipeg Public Library, Canada

Growing up in the 
suburban hell of 
Misery Saga (a.k.a. 
Mississauga), 
Lizzie has never 
liked the way she 
looks. She starts 
dating guys online, 
but she’s afraid to 
send pictures. So 
she starts to lose. 
With punishing 

drive, she counts almonds consumed, 
miles logged, pounds dropped. She grows 
up and gets thin, navigating double-edged 
validation from her mother, her friends, her 

husband, her reflection in the mirror. But no 
matter how much she loses, will she ever 
see herself as anything other than a fat girl? 

In her brilliant, hilarious, and shocking 
debut, Mona Awad simultaneously skewers 
the body image-obsessed culture that tells 
women they have no value outside their 
physical appearance, and delivers a tender 
and moving depiction of a lovably difficult 
young woman whose life is hijacked by her 
struggle to conform. 

Mona Awad received her MFA in fiction 
from Brown University. Her work has 
appeared in McSweeney’s, The Walrus, 
Joyland, Post Road and many other journals. 
She is currently pursuing a PhD in creative 
writing and English literature at the 
University of Denver.

Britt-Marie Was Here
Fredrik Backman
Translated from the Swedish by Henning 
Koch

NOMINATED BY:
Regional Library of Karviná, Karviná-
Miserov, Czech Republic

For as long as 
anyone can 
remember, Britt-
Marie has been 
an acquired taste. 
It’s not that she’s 
judgemental, or 
fussy, or difficult - 
she just expects 
things to be done 
in a certain way. 
But behind the 

passive-aggressive, socially awkward, 
absurdly pedantic busybody is a woman 
who has more imagination, bigger dreams 
and a warmer heart than anyone around 
her realizes.

So when Britt-Marie finds herself 
unemployed, separated from her husband 
of 20 years, left to fend for herself in the 
miserable provincial backwater that is Borg, 
and somehow tasked with running the local 
football team, she is a little unprepared. But 
she will learn that life may have more to 
offer her that she’s ever realised, and love 
might be found in the most unexpected of 
places.

Fredrik Backman is a Swedish blogger, 
columnist and author. His debut novel 
A Man Called Ove sold over one million 
copies worldwide. His subsequent novels, 
My Grandmother Sends Her Regards and 
Apologises and Britt-Marie Was Here, also 
went straight to number 1 in Sweden on 
publication.
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The Young Bride
Alessandro Baricco
Translated from the Italian by Ann Goldstein

NOMINATED BY:
Openbare Bibliotheek Brugge, Belgium 
Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di Roma, Italy

A scintillating and 
sensual novel about 
a young woman’s 
ingress into a 
fantastically strange 
family.

The hand of the 
young woman in 
question has been 
promised to the 
scion of a noble 

family. She is to make her preparations 
for marriage at the family’s villa, where 
the inhabitants never seem to sleep. The 
atmosphere turns surreal as the days pass 
and her presence on the family estate 
begins to make itself felt on her future 
in-laws.

In this erotically charged and magical 
novel, Alessandro Baricco portrays a cast of 
mysterious characters who exist outside of 
the rules of causation as he tells a story, an 
adult fable, about fate and the difficult job of 
confronting the Other and creating an Us. 

Alessandro Baricco, beloved by readers 
worldwide for his innovative take on 
magical realism, his atmospheric novels 
and memorable characters, is one of Italy’s 
bestselling and most critically acclaimed 
authors. His novels include Silk, an Iliad and 
Mr. Gwyn. 

The Noise of Time
Julian Barnes
NOMINATED BY: 
Tartu Public Library, Estonia 
Tampere City Library, Finland 
Biblioteca Nazionale di Napoli “Vittorio 
Emanuele III”, Italy 
Liverpool City Libraries, UK 
Cleveland Public Library, USA

In May 1937 a 
man in his early 
thirties waits by the 
lift of a Leningrad 
apartment block. 
He waits all through 
the night, expecting 
to be taken away 
to the Big House. 
Any celebrity he 
has known in the 
previous decade is 

no use to him now. And few who are taken 
to the Big House ever return.

Julian Barnes is the author of twelve 
novels, including The Sense of an Ending, 
which won the 2011 Man Booker Prize for 
Fiction. He has also written three books of 
short stories, Cross Channel, The Lemon 
Table and Pulse; four collections of essays; 
and two books of non-fiction, Nothing to 
be Frightened Of and the Sunday Times 
Number One bestseller Levels of Life. He 
lives in London.

Days Without End
Sebastian Barry
NOMINATED BY:
Cork City Libraries, Ireland 
Galway County Library, Ireland 
Nottingham City Libraries, UK

After signing up for 
the US army in the 
1850s, aged barely 
seventeen, Thomas 
McNulty and his 
brother-in-arms, 
John Cole, fight in 
the Indian Wars and 
the Civil War. Having 
both fled terrible 
hardships, their 
days are now vivid 

and filled with wonder, despite the horrors 
they both see and are complicit in. Then 
when a young Indian girl crosses their path, 
the possibility of lasting happiness seems 
within reach, if only they can survive.

Sebastian Barry was born in Dublin 
in 1955. His novels and plays have won, 
among other awards, the Kerry Group Irish 
Fiction Prize, the Costa Book of the Year 
award, the Irish Book Awards Best Novel, 
the Independent Booksellers Prize and the 
James Tait Black Memorial Prize. He also 
had two consecutive novels, A Long Long 
Way and The Secret Scripture, shortlisted 
for the MAN Booker Prize. He lives in 
Wicklow with his wife and three children.

The Other Einstein
Marie Benedict
NOMINATED BY: 
Veria Central Public Library, Greece

The Other Einstein 
offers us a window 
into a brilliant, 
fascinating woman 
whose light was 
lost in Einstein’s 
enormous shadow. 
It is the story of 
Einstein’s wife, a 
brilliant physicist 

in her own right, whose contribution to the 
special theory of relativity is hotly debated 
and may have been inspired by her own 
profound and very personal insight.

Mitza Maric has always been a little 
different from other girls. Most twenty-year-
olds are wives by now, not studying physics 
at an elite Zurich university with only 
male students trying to outdo her clever 
calculations. But Mitza is smart enough to 
know that, for her, math is an easier path 
than marriage. Then fellow student Albert 
Einstein takes an interest in her, and the 
world turns sideways. Theirs becomes a 
partnership of the mind and of the heart, 
but there might not be room for more than 
one genius in a marriage.

Marie Benedict is a lawyer with more than 
ten years’ experience as a litigator at two 
of the country’s premier law firms and for 
Fortune 500 companies.

The Mothers
Brit Bennett
NOMINATED BY:
Jacksonville Public Library, USA 
The Seattle Public Library, USA

It is the last season 
of high school 
life for Nadia 
Turner, a rebellious, 
grief-stricken, 
seventeen-year-old 
beauty. Mourning 
her own mother’s 
recent suicide, she 
takes up with the 
local pastor’s son. 
Luke Sheppard is 

twenty-one, a former football star whose 
injury has reduced him to waiting tables 
at a diner. They are young; it’s not serious. 
But the pregnancy that results from this 
teen romance—and the subsequent 
cover-up—will have an impact that goes 
far beyond their youth. As Nadia hides her 
secret from everyone, including Aubrey, her 
God-fearing best friend, the years move 
quickly. Soon, Nadia, Luke, and Aubrey are 
full-fledged adults and still living in debt to 
the choices they made that one seaside 
summer, caught in a love triangle they must 
carefully maneuver, and dogged by the 
constant, nagging question: What if they 
had chosen differently? The possibilities of 
the road not taken are a relentless haunt.

Born and raised in Southern California, 
Brit Bennett graduated from Stanford 
University and later earned her MFA in 
fiction at the University of Michigan. Her 
work is featured in The New Yorker, The 
New York Times Magazine, The Paris 
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Review, and Jezebel. She is one of the 
National Book Foundation’s 2016 5 Under 
35 honorees.

Seven Days in August
Brit Bildøen
Translated from the Norwegian by Becky L. 
Crook

NOMINATED BY:
Aleph - Stavanger Bibliotek, Norway

A few years after 
the deadly 2011 
terror attack in 
Norway’s Utøya 
Island, Otto and 
Sofie are attempting 
to put the pieces 
of their life back 
together without 
their beloved 
daughter, who was 
murdered alongside 

countless other youths on one of the worst 
days in Norway’s history. Seven Days in 
August is the story of Otto and Sofie’s 
grief, painstakingly narrated over just one 
week—a window into their attempts to 
navigate a life together, face to face with 
their own helplessness and mortality.

The week begins with a tick bite on Sofie’s 
hand, which continues to swell dangerously 
as the days pass. As her pain intensifies, 
so too does the marital strife present in a 
household stricken by grief. Told in award-
winning Norwegian writer Brit Bildøen’s 
signature lyrical prose, the story slowly 
unfurls the horrors of a national tragedy, 
while peeling back the layers of sorrow that 
infect relationships over time.

Brit Bildøen is an award-winning 
Norwegian novelist, poet, and translator. 
She lives in Oslo.

The Terranauts
T.C. Boyle
NOMINATED BY:
Muntpunt, Brussels, Belgium  
Münchner Stadtbibliothek, Germany 
Universitätsbibliothek Bern, Switzerland

Linda is desperate 
to be one of 
the lucky eight 
chosen to take 
part in the world’s 
most ambitious 
ecological 
experiment. She 
knows that she can 
survive for two years 
under the glass 

dome of Ecosphere II, set in the Arizona 
desert. Competition is fierce between the 
hopefuls, among them smooth-talking PR 
man Ramsay, and Dawn, a naïve beauty. 
Inside the humid microcosm, the terranauts’ 
labours over crops and livestock, their 
battles with creepy crawlies, their hostilities 
and sexual dalliances are all observed 
by tourists who come to gawp, Mission 
Control’s cameras and the watchful eye 
of the media. As they struggle to control 
nature, and hunger sets in, the snake in this 
Eden starts to look unmistakably human…

T. C. Boyle is the New York Times 
bestselling author of ten collections of 
stories and fourteen novels, most recently, 
San Miguel, followed by the second volume 
of his collected stories, T. C. Boyle Stories II. 
His work has been translated into twenty-
five languages. He is a member of the 
Academy of Arts and Letters and lives in 
California.

The Museum of You
Carys Bray
NOMINATED BY:
Timaru District Libraries, New Zealand

Clover Quinn was 
a surprise. She 
used to imagine 
she was the good 
kind, now she’s not 
sure. She’d like to 
ask Dad about it, 
but growing up in 
the saddest chapter 
of someone else’s 
story is difficult. 

Darren has done his best. He’s studied 
his daughter like a seismologist on the 
lookout for waves and surrounded her with 
everything she might want - everything he 
can think of, at least - to be happy.

What Clover wants is answers. This 
summer, she thinks she can find them 
in the second bedroom, which is full of 
her mother’s belongings. What she is 
looking for is essence; the undiluted bits: a 
collection of things that will tell the full story 
of her mother, her father and who she is 
going to be.

But what you find depends on what you’re 
searching for.

Carys Bray was awarded the Scott Prize 
for her debut short-story collection, Sweet 
Home. Her first novel, A Song for Issy 
Bradley, was chosen for Radio 4’s Book at 
Bedtime and was shortlisted for the Costa 
First Novel Award. She lives in Southport 
with her husband and four children.

Baba Dunja’s Last Love
Alina Bronsky
Translated from the German by Tim Mohr

NOMINATED BY:
Stadtbücherei Heidelberg, Germany 
Leipziger Städtische Bibliotheken, Germany

Government 
warnings about 
radiation levels 
in her hometown 
be damned! Baba 
Dunja is going 
home. And she’s 
taking a motley 
bunch of her former 
neighbors with 
her. With strangely 
misshapen 

forest fruits to spare and the town largely 
to themselves, they have pretty much 
everything they need and they plan to start 
anew.

The terminally ill Petrov passes the time 
reading love poems in his hammock; 
Marja takes up with the almost 100-year-
old Sidorow; Baba Dunja whiles away her 
days writing letters to her daughter. Life is 
beautiful. That is until one day a stranger 
turns up in the village and once again the 
little idyllic settlement faces annihilation.

The prodigiously talented Alina Bronsky 
tells the story of a post-meltdown 
settlement, and of an unusual woman, Baba 
Dunja, who, late in life, finds her version of 
paradise.

Alina Bronsky is the author of Broken 
Glass Park and The Hottest Dishes of 
the Tartar Cuisine, which was named 
a Publishers Weekly Best Book of the Year. 
Born in Yekaterinburg, an industrial town 
at the foot of the Ural Mountains in central 
Russia, Bronsky now lives in Berlin.

All Things Cease to Appear
Elizabeth Brundage
NOMINATED BY:
Cape Breton Regional Library, Sydney, 
Canada

Late one winter 
afternoon in the 
small town of 
Chosen, New York, 
professor George 
Clare knocks on 
his neighbor’s 
door with terrible 
news: he returned 
from work to find 
his wife, Catherine, 
murdered in their 

bed. Someone took an axe to her head 
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while their three-year-old daughter, Franny, 
played alone in her room across the hall. 

Recent transplants to Chosen, the Clares 
have not received the warmest welcome; 
once a thriving dairy farm, their home is 
haunted by the tragedy that left the former 
owner’s three sons orphaned and adrift. As 
one dark secret peels away to reveal others, 
Elizabeth Brundage offers a rich and 
complex portrait of the scars that can haunt 
a community for generations and the dark 
longings inside each and every one of us 
that drive us to do inexplicable things. 

Elizabeth Brundage received an MFA 
as well as a James Michener Award from 
the University of Iowa Writers’ Workshop. 
She has taught at a variety of colleges and 
universities, most recently at Skidmore 
College, where she was visiting writer-in-
residence. She lives near Albany in upstate 
New York. 

The Muse
Jessie Burton
NOMINATED BY:
Redbridge Libraries, London, UK

A picture hides a 
thousand words…

On a hot July day 
in 1967, Odelle 
Bastien climbs 
the stone steps 
of the Skelton 
gallery in London. 
Having struggled 
since arriving from 
Trinidad five years 

ago, she has been offered a job as a typist 
under the tutelage of the glamorous and 
enigmatic Marjorie Quick. But though 
Quick takes Odelle into her confidence, she 
remains a mystery - no more so than when 
a lost masterpiece with a secret history is 
delivered to the gallery.

The truth about the painting lies in 1936 
in rural Spain, where Olive Schloss, the 
daughter of a renowned art dealer, is 
harbouring ambitions of her own. Into 
this fragile paradise come artist and 
revolutionary Isaac Robles and his half-
sister Teresa, who immediately insinuate 
themselves into the Schloss family, with 
explosive and devastating consequences. . .

Jessie Burton studied at Oxford University 
and the Central School of Speech and 
Drama, and has worked as an actress and 
a PA in the City. She now lives in south-
east London, not far from where she grew 
up. She is the author of the bestselling 
novel The Miniaturist.  

This Too Shall Pass
Milena Busquets
Translated from the Spanish by Valerie 
Miles

NOMINATED BY:
Biblioteca Vila De Gràcia - Biblioteques de 
Barcelona, Spain

Blanca is forty years 
old and motherless. 
Shocked at the 
unexpected loss of 
the most important 
person in her 
life, she suddenly 
realises that she 
has no idea what 
her future will look 
like.

To deal with her dizzying grief and 
confusion, Blanca turns to sex, her dearest 
friends, her closest family, and a change 
of scenery. Leaving Barcelona behind, she 
returns to her mother’s former home in 
Cadaqués on the coast, accompanied by 
her two sons, two ex-husbands, and two 
best friends, with plans to meet her married 
lover. Though she is haunted by both the 
past and the present, Blanca embarks on 
a new sort of journey alongside those she 
loves most, one of resilience and hope, 
teaching her to live on with the knowledge 
that even the most devastating pain will 
eventually subside.

Milena Busquets was born in Barcelona. 
She obtained a degree in archaeology from 
the Institute of Archaeology at University 
College London, began work in publishing, 
and has since founded her own publishing 
house. She currently works as a journalist 
and as a translator.

Don’t Tell Me You’re Afraid
Giuseppe Catozzella
Translated from the Italian by Anne Milano 
Appel

NOMINATED BY: 
Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di Roma, Italy

At eight years of 
age, Samia lives 
to run. She is 
talented, brave, 
and determined 
to represent her 
country in the 
Olympic Games, 
just like her hero, 
the great Somali 
runner Mo Farah. 
Despite the lack 

of resources, despite the war, and despite 
all of the restrictions imposed on Somali 
women, Samia becomes a world-class 

runner. Samia sets her sights on the 2012 
Games in London. Conditions in Somalia 
have worsened, and she must make the 
arduous migrant journey across Africa and 
the Mediterranean alone. Just like millions 
of refugees, Samia risks her life for the 
hope of a better future. 

Based on a remarkable true story, an 
unforgettable Somali girl risks her life on 
the migrant journey to Europe to run in the 
Olympic Games

Giuseppe Catozzella is the author of 
several works of fiction. Don’t Tell Me 
You’re Afraid has sold more than 150,000 
copies in Italy alone, where it won several 
major awards. Following the Italian 
publication, Catozella was appointed a 
UN Goodwill Ambassador for the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. 

Moonglow
Michael Chabon
NOMINATED BY:
Toronto Public Libraries, Canada 
Cork City Libraries, Ireland

Moonglow unfolds 
as the deathbed 
confession of a 
man the narrator 
refers to only as “my 
grandfather.” It is a 
tale of madness, of 
war and adventure, 
of sex and marriage 
and desire, of 
existential doubt 
and model rocketry, 

and, above all, of the destructive impact—
and the creative power—of keeping secrets 
and telling lies. 

From the Jewish slums of prewar South 
Philadelphia to the invasion of Germany, 
from a Florida retirement village to the 
penal utopia of New York’s Wallkill prison, 
from the heyday of the space program 
to the twilight of the “American Century,” 
the novel revisits an entire era through a 
single life and collapses a lifetime into a 
single week. A lie that tells the truth, a work 
of fictional nonfiction, an autobiography 
wrapped in a novel disguised as a memoir, 
Moonglow is Chabon at his most moving 
and inventive.

Michael Chabon is the bestselling 
and Pulitzer Prize-winning author of 
numerous novels, and the picture book The 
Astonishing Secret of Awesome Man. He 
lives in Berkeley, California with his wife, the 
novelist Ayelet Waldman, and their children.

T
H

E 2018 LO
N

G
LIST

www.dublinliteraryaward.ie 11



The Wish Child
Catherine Chidgey
NOMINATED BY:
Christchurch City Libraries, New Zealand

It’s 1939. Two 
children watch 
as their parents 
become immersed 
in the puzzling 
mechanisms of 
power. Sieglinde 
lives in the affluent 
ignorance of 
middle-class Berlin, 
her father a censor 
who cuts prohibited 

words such as love and mercy out of books. 
Erich is an only child living a rural life near 
Leipzig. Drawn together as Germany’s hope 
for a glorious future begins to collapse, 
the children find temporary refuge in an 
abandoned theatre amidst the rubble of 
Berlin. Outside, white bed sheets hang from 
windows; all over the city people are talking 
of surrender. 

The Wish Child is a profound meditation on 
the wreckage caused by a corrupt ideology, 
on the resilience of the human spirit, and 
on crimes that cannot be undone.

Catherine Chidgey’s previous novels are 
In a Fishbone Church, Golden Deeds, and 
The Transformation. Some of her honours 
include Best First Book at the New Zealand 
Book Awards and at the Commonwealth 
Writers’ Prize (South East Asia and South 
Pacific), and a Betty Trask Award among 
others. She lives in Ngāruawāhia.

The Girls
Emma Cline
NOMINATED BY:
Tallinn Central Library, Estonia

Northern California, 
during the violent 
end of the 1960s. 
At the start of 
summer, a lonely 
and thoughtful 
teenager, Evie Boyd, 
sees a group of girls 
in the park, and is 
immediately caught 
by their freedom, 
their careless dress, 

their dangerous aura of abandon. Soon, 
Evie is in thrall to Suzanne, a mesmerizing 
older girl, and is drawn into the circle of a 
soon-to-be infamous cult and the man who 
is its charismatic leader. Hidden in the hills, 
their sprawling ranch is eerie and run down, 
but to Evie, it is exotic, thrilling, charged—a 

place where she feels desperate to be 
accepted. As she spends more time 
away from her mother and the rhythms 
of her daily life, and as her obsession 
with Suzanne intensifies, Evie does not 
realize she is coming closer and closer to 
unthinkable violence.

Emma Cline was the winner of The Paris 
Review’s Plimpton Prize in 2014. She is 
from California.

Transit
Rachel Cusk
NOMINATED BY:
Christchurch City Libraries, New Zealand

In the wake of 
family collapse, a 
writer and her two 
young sons move 
to London. The 
process of upheaval 
is the catalyst 
for a number 
of transitions – 
personal, moral, 
artistic, practical 

– as she endeavours 
to construct a new reality for herself and 
her children. In the city she is made to 
confront aspects of living she has, until 
now, avoided, and to consider questions of 
vulnerability and power, death and renewal, 
in what becomes her struggle to reattach 
herself to, and believe in, life.

Filtered through the impersonal gaze of 
its keenly intelligent protagonist, Transit 
offers up a penetrating and moving 
reflection on childhood and fate, the value 
of suffering, the moral problems of personal 
responsibility and the mystery of change.

Rachel Cusk was born in Canada in 1967 
and moved to the United Kingdom in 1974. 
She is the author of nine novels and three 
works of non-fiction. She has won and been 
shortlisted for numerous prizes: her novel, 
Outline, was shortlisted for the Folio Prize, 
the Goldsmiths Prize, the Baileys Prize, the 
Giller Prize and the Canadian Governor 
General’s Award. 

The Extra-Terrestrial Delivery 
Sudipta Das
NOMINATED BY:
India International Centre Library, New 
Delhi

In this third episode 
of the ‘Planet 
Hoola’ Science 
Fiction Romance 
series, author 
Sudipta Das traces 
the evolutionary 
path of the ascent 
of the alien Hoo 
race, on a far away 
planet. In this work, 
the author has 

wonderfully combined the entire spectrum, 
from Physics to Metaphysics, and merged 
poetry into prose to intriguingly illustrate 
the Big Picture. His realisations are telling 
and connect easily. A celestial comet is 
horrendously hurled towards Hoola, on 
a direct collision course. The collision 
could potentially wipe out all life on the 
uniquely colourful planet, including the 
technologically advanced Hoos. The 
impending calamity notwithstanding, 
the Hoos find themselves faced with yet 
another predicament that creeps up from 
within themselves. Meanwhile, silently 
blossoms love. Will the Hoos come around 
to overcome both the external and the 
internal obstacles that threaten their very 
existence? Or will they crumble under the 
weight of their own spectacular and vibrant, 
but often divisive, diversity? 

Sudipta Das is the author of the Planet 
Hoola Science Fiction Romance series. He 
lives in New Delhi. 

Here Comes the Sun
Nicole Dennis-Benn
NOMINATED BY:
National Library Service of Barbados, 
Bridgetown

At an opulent resort 
in Montego Bay, 
Margot hustles to 
send her younger 
sister, Thandi, to 
school. Taught as 
a girl to trade her 
sexuality for survival, 
Margot is ruthlessly 
determined to 
shield Thandi from 
the same fate. 

When plans for a new hotel threaten their 
village, Margot sees not only an opportunity 
for her own financial independence but 
also perhaps a chance to admit a shocking 
secret: her forbidden love for another 
woman. As they face the impending 
destruction of their community, each 
woman—fighting to balance the burdens 
she shoulders with the freedom she 

T
H

E 
20

18
 L

O
N

G
LI

ST

www.dublinliteraryaward.ie12



craves—must confront long-hidden scars. 
From a much-heralded new writer, Here 
Comes the Sun offers a dramatic glimpse 
into a vibrant, passionate world most 
outsiders see simply as paradise.

Nicole Dennis-Benn has received 
fellowships from Hedgebrook, MacDowell, 
Lambda, and the Sewanee Writers 
Conference. Born and raised in Kingston, 
Jamaica, she lives with her wife in Brooklyn, 
New York, where she teaches writing. 

The Wonder
Emma Donoghue
NOMINATED BY:
Calgary Public Library, Canada 
Serres Central Public Library, Greece 
Cork City Libraries, Ireland 
Dublin City Public Libraries, Ireland

An eleven-year-old 
girl stops eating, 
but remains 
miraculously alive 
and well. A nurse, 
sent to investigate 
whether she is 
a fraud, meets a 
journalist hungry for 
a story.

Set in the Irish 
Midlands in the 1850s, Emma Donoghue’s 
The Wonder - inspired by numerous 
European and North American cases of 

‘fasting girls’ between the sixteenth century 
and the twentieth - is a psychological 
thriller about a child’s murder threatening 
to happen in slow motion before our 
eyes. Pitting all the seductions of 
fundamentalism against sense and love, it 
is a searing examination of what nourishes 
us, body and soul.

Emma Donoghue was born in Dublin 
and lived in England for many years 
before moving to Canada. Her seventh 
novel, Room, won the Rogers Writers’ Trust 
Fiction Prize and the Commonwealth 
Writers’ Prize. It sold more than two 
million copies. Donoghue scripted the film 
adaptation, a Canadian-Irish film by Lenny 
Abrahamson starring Brie Larson, which 
was nominated for four Academy Awards, 
including Best Picture.

The Dark Flood Rises
Margaret Drabble
NOMINATED BY:
Bergen Offentlige Bibliotek, Norway

Fran may be old 
but she’s not going 
without a fight. 
So she dyes her 
hair, enjoys every 
glass of red wine, 
drives around the 
country for her job 
with a housing 
charity and lives 
in an insalubrious 
tower block that her 

loved ones disapprove of. And as each of 
them - her pampered ex Claude, old friend 
Jo, flamboyant son Christopher and earnest 
daughter Poppet - seeks happiness in their 
own way, what will the last reckoning be? 
Will they be waving or drowning when the 
end comes?

By turns joyous and profound, darkly 
sardonic and moving, The Dark Flood Rises 
questions what makes a good life, and a 
good death. This triumphant, bravura novel 
takes in love, death, sun-drenched islands, 
poetry, Maria Callas, tidal waves, surprise 
endings - and new beginnings.

Dame Margaret Drabble was born in 
Sheffield. She is the author of nineteen 
novels including A Summer Bird-Cage, 
The Millstone, The Peppered Moth, The 
Red Queen and The Sea Lady. She has 
also written biographies, screenplays and 
was the editor of the Oxford Companion 
to English Literature. She is married to the 
biographer Michael Holroyd.

The Sound
Sarah Drummond
NOMINATED BY:
State Library of Western Australia, Perth

Wiremu Heke 
of Aramoana 
joins a sealing 
boat on a voyage 
from Tasmania to 
Western Australia. 
He is on a quest 
to avenge the 
destruction of his 
village but soon 
finds himself a part 
of the violent and 

lawless world that has claimed the lives 
of those he’s known. It’s a world inhabited 
by men from many nations. Men who 
plunder seal colonies and steal women and 
children from the indigenous communities 
who live on the islands and shorelines of 
Australia’s south.

Sarah Drummond has completed a 
PhD in history from Murdoch University. 

She has had essays and short fiction 
published in Purple Prose, Shadow Plays: 
an anthology of speculative fiction, Short 
Stories Australia, indigo journal, The Best 
Australian Essays 2010, LINQ Journal, 
Kurungabaa Journal and Overland. She 
lives on the south coast of Western 
Australia.

The Years That Followed
Catherine Dunne
NOMINATED BY:
Houston Public Library, USA

Revenge is sweeter 
than regret…

Dublin. Calista is 
young, beautiful, 
and headstrong. 
When she falls 
in love with the 
charming, older 
Alexandros she 
could never 
imagine that her 

whirlwind courtship would lead to a dark 
and violent marriage. But Calista learns 
to survive. She knows she will find peace 
when she can finally seek retribution.

Madrid. Pilar grew up with very little means 
in rural Spain and finally escaped to a new 
life. Determined to leave poverty behind her, 
she plunges into a life of working hard and 
saving money. Enchanted by an older man, 
Pilar revels in their romance, her freedom, 
and accruing success. Yet there is one 
thing that she is still searching for, the one 
thing she knows will make her truly happy.

As two wronged women plot for revenge, 
their intricately crafted schemes send 
shockwaves through their families that will 
echo for many generations to come.

Catherine Dunne is the author of nine 
novels including The Things We Know 
Now, which won the Giovanni Boccaccio 
International Prize for Fiction in 2013 and 
was shortlisted for the Novel of the Year at 
the Irish Book Awards. Her work has been 
translated into several languages. She lives 
in Dublin.

Heroes of the Frontier
Dave Eggers
NOMINATED BY:
Openbare Bibliotheek Gent, Belgium 
Christchurch City Libraries, New Zealand
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Josie’s life is falling 
apart - lawsuits 
raining down, her 
business down the 
drain and a feckless 
husband long gone 

- so she gathers up 
her two kids and 
lights out for the 
wilderness. 

This is a story about 
the trip of a lifetime. It involves one battered 
old RV, one highly sensitive eight year old 
boy, one fearless and hyperactive five year 
old girl, several forest fires, a large supply 
of pinot noir, and a deeply misguided sense 
of optimism. It may well be that things don’t 
turn out quite as Josie expected - but then 
again, some of the best places in the world 
are found at the end of a road you didn’t 
mean to take...

Heroes of the Frontier is an uproariously 
funny portrait of modern America and the 
modern family, an entirely contemporary 
novel gleaming with Dave Eggers’ 
trademark intelligence and originality.

Dave Eggers is the author of A 
Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius, 
A Hologram for the King, The Circle, 
and many others. He is the founder of 
McSweeney’s independent publishing 
house, the 826 National network, and the 
nonprofit organisation ScholarMatch. He 
lives in Northern California with his family.

Sudden Death
Álvaro Enrigue
Translated from the Spanish by Natasha 
Wimmer

NOMINATED BY:
Galway Public Libraries, Ireland 
Biblioteca Daniel Cosío Villegas, Mexico 
City

As Caravaggio, the 
libertine of Italy’s 
art world, and the 
loutish Spanish 
poet Quevedo aim 
to settle scores over 
the course of one 
brutal tennis match, 
the old European 
order edges closer 
to eruption.

Across the ocean, in early sixteenth-century 
Mexico, the Aztec Empire is under the 
fatal grip of Hernán Cortés and his Mayan 
lover. While they scheme and conquer, 
fight and fuck, their domestic comedy will 
change the course of history, throwing the 
world – and Rome’s tennis match – into a 
mind-bending reverie of assassinations, 

executions, papal dramas, carnal liaisons 
and artistic revolution.

Álvaro Enrigue was born in Mexico and 
lives in New York City. He has taught at 
New York University, Princeton University, 
the University of Maryland and Columbia 
University. Sudden Death - his first novel to 
be translated into English - was awarded 
the prestigious Herralde Prize in Spain, the 
Elena Poniatowska International Novel 
Award in Mexico, and the Barcelona Prize 
for Fiction.

La Rose
Louise Erdrich
NOMINATED BY:
Multnomah County Library, Portland, USA 
The Seattle Public Library, USA

North Dakota, late 
summer, 1999. 
Landreaux Iron 
stalks a deer 
along the edge 
of the property 
bordering his own. 
He shoots with 
easy confidence—
but when the 
buck springs 
away, Landreaux 

realizes he’s hit something else. When he 
staggers closer, he realizes he has killed his 
neighbor’s five-year-old son, Dusty Ravich.

Horrified at what he’s done, the recovered 
alcoholic turns to tradition—the sweat 
lodge—for guidance, and finds a way 
forward. Following an ancient means of 
retribution, he and Emmaline will give 
LaRose to the grieving Peter and Nola. 
LaRose is quickly absorbed into his new 
family. Plagued by thoughts of suicide, Nola 
dotes on him, keeping her darkness at bay. 
Gradually he’s allowed shared visits with 
his birth family. As the years pass, LaRose 
becomes the linchpin linking the Irons and 
the Raviches, and eventually their mutual 
pain begins to heal.

But when a vengeful man with a long-
standing grudge against Landreaux begins 
raising trouble, he threatens the tenuous 
peace that has kept these two fragile 
families whole.

Louise Erdrich is the author of fifteen 
novels as well as volumes of poetry, 
children’s books, short stories, and a 
memoir of early motherhood. Her novel 
The Round House won the National Book 
Award for Fiction. She lives in Minnesota 
with her daughters and is the owner of 
Birchbark Books, a small independent 
bookstore.

After the Lie
Kerry Fisher
NOMINATED BY:
National Library Service of Barbados, 
Bridgetown

Lydia has the ‘right’ 
kind of friends, her 
children are at the 
‘right’ kind of school 
and she’s married 
to the ‘right’ sort of 
man – kind, steady, 
reliable Mark. Her 
wedding business 
is flourishing and 
even though she is 
at loggerheads with 

her mother, she couldn’t ask for anything 
more from life. 

But the truth is that Lydia has been lucky. 
She has been living a lie for years and Mark 
has no idea who he is really married to. But 
nothing lasts forever and the past has a 
funny way of catching up with the present. 
When the person who knows all of Lydia’s 
dark little secrets turns up at the school 
gates, his presence threatens to blow 
Lydia’s life apart. 

What is Lydia’s terrible truth? Once the 
secret is out, you can’t put it back…

 Born in Peterborough, Kerry Fisher lives 
in Surrey with her husband, two teenagers 
and a very naughty lab/schnauzer called 
Poppy. Kerry’s first novel, The School Gate 
Survival Guide, was published by Avon, 
HarperCollins in 2014. Her second book, 
The Island Escape, came out in May 2015.

I Am No One
Patrick Flanery
NOMINATED BY:
Bergen Offentlige Bibliotek, Norway

Jeremy O’Keefe, 
a middle-aged 
Professor, returns 
to his native New 
York after a decade 
teaching at Oxford, 
and quickly settles 
into a lonely rhythm 
of unfulfilling 
lectures and long, 
silent evenings.

His quiet world is suddenly shaken by a 
series of encounters with a strange young 
man who presumes an acquaintance, and 
the arrival of three mysterious packages. 
And when a haunting figure starts to linger 
outside his apartment at night, his chilling 
conviction that he is being watched is 
seemingly confirmed. As Jeremy’s grip on 
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reality shifts and turns, he fears that he will 
never know whether he can believe his 
experiences, or whether his mind is in the 
grip of an irrational obsession.

I Am No One explores the world of 
surveillance and self-censorship in our 
post-Snowden lives, where privacy no 
longer exists and our freedoms are 
inexorably eroded.

Patrick Flanery was born in California. 
He contributes articles to a number of 
academic journals and he has written for 
Slightly Foxed, the Daily Telegraph and 
The Times Literary Supplement. His first 
novel, Absolution, was published to critical 
acclaim in 2012. He lives in London.

Here I Am
Jonathan Safran Foer
NOMINATED BY:
Miami-Dade Public Library System, USA

Unfolding over four 
tumultuous weeks 
in present-day 
Washington, D.C., 
Here I Am is the 
story of a fracturing 
family in a moment 
of crisis. As Jacob 
and Julia Bloch and 
their three sons are 
forced to confront 
the distances 

between the lives they think they want 
and the lives they are living, a catastrophic 
earthquake sets in motion a quickly 
escalating conflict in the Middle East. At 
stake is the very meaning of home—and 
the fundamental question of how much 
aliveness one can bear.

Showcasing the same high-energy 
inventiveness, hilarious irreverence, and 
emotional urgency that readers loved 
in his earlier work, Here I Am is Foer’s 
most searching, hard-hitting, and grandly 
entertaining novel yet. 

Jonathan Safran Foer is the author of 
the novels Everything Is Illuminated and 
Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close, and 
the nonfiction book Eating Animals. His 
work has received numerous awards and 
been translated into thirty-six languages. 
He lives in Brooklyn, New York.

The Island of Books
Dominique Fortier
Translated from the French by Rhonda 
Mullins

NOMINATED BY:
Bibliothèque et Archives nationales du 
Québec, Montréal, Canada

A rich portrait of the 
beauty of words 

– painted by a 15th-
century illiterate 
scribe.

A 15th-century 
portrait painter, 
grieving the sudden 
death of his lover, 
takes refuge at 
the monastery 

at Mont Saint-Michel, an island off the 
coast of France. He haunts the halls until 
a monk assigns him the task of copying 
a manuscript – though he is illiterate. His 
work slowly heals him and continues the 
tradition that had, centuries earlier, grown 
the monastery’s library into a beautiful 
city of books, all under the shadow of the 
invention of the printing press.

Dominique Fortier is an editor and 
translator living in Outremont, Quebec. Her 
first novel, On the Proper Use of Stars, was 
nominated for a Governor General’s Award, 
and Au péril de la mer won the Governor 
General’s Award for French fiction. She is 
the author of five books, two of which have 
been translated into English.

Things to Leave Behind
Namita Gokhale
NOMINATED BY:
India International Centre Library, New 
Delhi

A rich, panoramic 
historical novel 
shows you Kumaon 
and the Raj as you 
have never seen 
them. It is 1856, 
in picturesque 
Kumaon. History 
has already begun 
its steady march. 
Six native women 

clad in black and scarlet pichauras huddle 
around Naineetal Lake, attempting to 
cleanse it of threatening new influences. 
And this is the story of feisty young 
Tilottama Dutt, whose uncle hangs when 
he protests the reigning order—and her 
daughter, Deoki, who will confront change 
as Indians, and as women. 

Things to Leave Behind brings alive the 
romance of the mixed legacy of British-
Indian past. Full of the fascinating backstory 
of Naineetal and its unwilling entry into 

Indian history, throwing a shining light on 
the elemental confusion of caste, creed and 
culture, illuminated with painstaking detail, 
here is a fascinating historical epic—and 
Namita Gokhale’s most ambitious novel yet. 

Namita Gokhale was born in 1956. She is 
the author of four novels—Paro: Dreams of 
Passion; Gods, Graves and Grandmother; 
A Himalayan Love Story; and The Book of 
Shadows—and two books of non–fiction. 
She lives in New Delhi.

Dear Charlie
N.D. Gomes
NOMINATED BY:
Municipal Library of Prague, Czech 
Republic

Death should never 
meet the young. But 
it did. Thanks to 
my brother, death 
made fourteen new 
friends that day. 
Maybe even fifteen, 
if you count Charlie. 

At sixteen, Sam 
Macmillan is 
supposed to be 

thinking about girls, homework and his 
upcoming application to music college, 
not picking up the pieces after the school 
shooting that his brother Charlie committed. 
Yet as Sam desperately tries to hang on 
to the memories he has of his brother, 
the media storm surrounding their family 
threatens to destroy everything. And Sam 
has to question all he thought he knew 
about life, death, right and wrong.

N.D. Gomes graduated from the 
University of Stirling with a BA in Media 
& Journalism Studies, and went on to 
received her Master’s degree in Education 
in the US. She currently works in a public 
school system to increase educational 
opportunities for students with special 
needs. She divides her time between the 
US and Scotland, but hopes to spend more 
time at her cottage in Hay-on-Wye in Wales. 
Dear Charlie is her debut novel.

The Regional Office is Under 
Attack!
Manuel Gonzales
NOMINATED BY:
Cleveland Public Library, USA
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In a world beset by 
amassing forces 
of darkness, one 
organization—the 
Regional Office—
and its coterie of 
super-powered 
female assassins 
protects the globe 
from annihilation. 
At its helm, the 
mysterious Oyemi 

and her oracles seek out new recruits 
and root out evil plots. Then a prophecy 
suggests that someone from inside might 
bring about its downfall. And now, the 
Regional Office is under attack.

Recruited by a defector from within, Rose is 
a young assassin leading the attack, eager 
to stretch into her powers and prove herself 
on her first mission. Defending the Regional 
Office is Sarah—who may or may not 
have a mechanical arm—fiercely devoted 
to the organization that took her in as a 
young woman in the wake of her mother’s 
sudden disappearance. On the day that 
the Regional Office is attacked, Rose’s and 
Sarah’s stories will overlap, their lives will 
collide, and the world as they know it just 
might end.

Manuel Gonzales is the author the 
acclaimed story collection The Miniature 
Wife, winner of the American Academy 
of Arts and Letters Sue Kaufman Prize for 
First Fiction and the John Gardner Fiction 
Book Award. A graduate of the Columbia 
University Creative Writing Program, 
he teaches writing at the University of 
Kentucky and the Institute of American 
Indian Arts. 

What Belongs to You
Garth Greenwell
NOMINATED BY:
Jacksonville Public Library, USA

On an 
unseasonably warm 
autumn day, an 
American teacher 
enters a public 
bathroom beneath 
Sofia’s National 
Palace of Culture. 
There he meets 
Mitko, a charismatic 
young hustler, and 
pays him for sex. 

He returns to Mitko again and again over 
the next few months, drawn by hunger 
and loneliness and risk, and finds himself 
ensnared in a relationship in which lust 
leads to mutual predation, and tenderness 
can transform into violence. As he struggles 

to reconcile his longing with the anguish 
it creates, he is forced to grapple with his 
own fraught history.

What Belongs to You is a stunning debut 
novel of desire and its consequences. With 
lyric intensity and startling eroticism, Garth 
Greenwell has created an indelible story 
about the ways in which our pasts and 
cultures, our scars and shames can shape 
who we are and determine how we love.

Garth Greenwell is the author of Mitko, 
which won the 2010 Miami University 
Press Novella Prize and was a finalist for 
the Edmund White Award for Debut Fiction. 
A native of Louisville, Kentucky, he holds 
graduate degrees from Harvard University 
and the Iowa Writers’ Workshop. His short 
fiction has appeared in The Paris Review 
and A Public Space. What Belongs to You is 
his first novel.

Waking Lions
Ayelet Gundar-Goshen
Translated from the Hebrew by Sondra 
Silverston

NOMINATED BY:
Universitäts-und Landesbibliothek Bonn

Dr Eitan Green is 
a good man. He 
saves lives. Then, 
speeding along a 
deserted moonlit 
road in his SUV 
after an exhausting 
hospital shift, he 
hits someone. 
Seeing that the 
man, an African 
migrant, is beyond 

help, he flees the scene. It is a decision 
that changes everything. Because the dead 
man’s wife knows what happened. And 
her price is not money. It is something else 
entirely.

A gripping, suspenseful and morally 
devastating drama of guilt and survival, 
shame and desire. It looks at the darkness 
inside all of us to ask: what would we do? 
What are any of us capable of? 

Ayelet Gundar-Goshen was born in 
Israel in 1982 and holds an MA in Clinical 
Psychology from Tel Aviv University. Her 
film scripts have won prizes at international 
festivals, including the Berlin Today 
Award and the New York City Short Film 
Festival Award. Her debut novel One Night, 
Markovitch won the Sapir Prize for best 
debut and is being translated into five 
languages.

Homegoing
Yaa Gyasi
NOMINATED BY:
Jamaica Library Service, Kingston 
Stockholm Public Library, Sweden 
The Public Library of Cincinnati & Hamilton 
County, USA 
New Hampshire State Library, Concord, 
USA 
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, USA 
Richmond Public Library, USA 
Ferguson Library, Stamford, USA

Ghana, eighteenth 
century: two half 
sisters are born into 
different villages, 
each unaware 
of the other. One 
will marry an 
Englishman and 
lead a life of 
comfort in the 
palatial rooms of 
the Cape Coast 

Castle. The other will be captured in a raid 
on her village, imprisoned in the very same 
castle, and sold into slavery. 

Homegoing follows the parallel paths 
of these sisters and their descendants 
through eight generations: from the Gold 
Coast to the plantations of Mississippi, from 
the American Civil War to Jazz Age Harlem. 
Yaa Gyasi’s extraordinary novel illuminates 
slavery’s troubled legacy both for those 
who were taken and those who stayed—
and shows how the memory of captivity has 
been inscribed on the soul of our nation.

Yaa Gyasi was born in Ghana and raised 
in Huntsville, Alabama. She holds a BA in 
English from Stanford University and an 
MFA from the Iowa Writers’ Workshop, 
where she held a Dean’s Graduate 
Research Fellowship. She lives in New York 
City.

This Marlowe
Michelle Butler Hallett
NOMINATED BY:
Saint John Free Public Library, Canada

1593. Queen 
Elizabeth reigns 
from the throne 
while two rival 
spymasters — Sir 
Robert Cecil and 
the Earl of Essex 

— plot from the 
shadows. Their 
goal? To control 
succession upon 
the aged queen’s 

death. The man on which their schemes 
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depend? Christopher Marlowe, a cobbler’s 
son from Canterbury who has defied 
expectations and become an accomplished 
poet and playwright. Now that the plague 
has closed theatres, Marlowe must resume 
the work for which he was originally 
recruited: intelligence and espionage.

Fighting to stay one step ahead in a 
dizzying game that threatens the lives of 
those he holds most dear, Marlowe comes 
to question his allegiances and nearly 
everything he once believed. As tensions 
mount, he is tossed into an impossible 
bind. He must choose between paths that 
lead either to wretched guilt and miserable 
death or to love and honour.

Michelle Butler Hallett calls St. John’s 
home. She has published one short story 
collection. The Shadow Side of Grace, and 
three novels, Double-blind, Sky Waves, and 
Deluded Your Sailors.

This House is Mine
Dörte Hansen
Translated from the German by Anne 
Stokes

NOMINATED BY: 
Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin, 
Germany 
Stadtbibliothek Bremen, Germany 
Katona József Library of Bács-Kiskun 
County, Kecskemét, Hungary

All her life Vera has 
felt like a stranger 
in the old and 
drafty half-timbered 
farmhouse she 
arrived at as a five-
year-old refugee 
from East Prussia 
in 1945, and yet 
she can’t seem to 
let it go. Sixty years 
later, her niece 

Anne suddenly shows up at her door with 
her small son. Anne has fled the trendy 
Hamburg, Germany neighborhood she 
never fit into after her relationship imploded. 
Vera and Anne are strangers to each other 
but have much more in common than they 
think. As the two strong-willed and very 
different women share the great old house, 
they find what they have never thought to 
search for: a family.

Told in skilfully crafted alternating points 
of view and a nonlinear storyline, Dörte 
Hansen showcases her impressive talent 
for characterization and dialogue in an 
exceptional book that combines emotional 
depth and humor. 

Dörte Hansen was born in Husum in 
northern Germany. She studied languages 

and completed a Ph.D. in linguistics. She 
then turned to journalism, spent several 
years working as a radio editor, and is now 
an author for radio and print. This House Is 
Mine is her first novel.

The Dry
Jane Harper
NOMINATED BY:
State Library of South Australia, Adelaide 
National Library of Australia, Canberra

Who really killed the 
Hadler family?

It hasn’t rained in 
Kiewarra for two 
years. Tensions 
in the farming 
community become 
unbearable when 
three members of 
the Hadler family 
are discovered 

shot to death on their property. Everyone 
assumes Luke Hadler committed suicide 
after slaughtering his wife and six-year-old 
son.

Federal Police investigator Aaron 
Falk returns to his hometown for the 
funerals and is unwillingly drawn into the 
investigation. As suspicion spreads through 
the town, Falk is forced to confront the 
community that rejected him twenty years 
earlier. Because Falk and his childhood 
friend Luke Hadler shared a secret, one 
which Luke’s death threatens to unearth ...

Jane Harper is the winner of various 
awards including the 2015 Victorian 
Premier’s Literary Award for an 
Unpublished Manuscript, the 2017 Indie 
Award Book of the Year and the 2017 
Australian Book Industry Awards Book of 
the Year Award. Jane worked as a print 
journalist for thirteen years both in Australia 
and the UK and lives in Melbourne. 

Like the Starlings
Diyar Harraz
NOMINATED BY:
The National Library of Malaysia, Kuala 
Lumpar

Laila Fazal is 
starting to see life 
more differently. 
After hitting rock 
bottom due to the 
untimely death of 
her step-mother, 
she begins to 
scrutinise her life 
and the people 

around her. Things are on their way to 
destruction and it’s time that she declutters 
the things that ‘now’ matter to her.

Rhys Steffan Evans has a vow of his own. 
On the lookout for rebuilding his life from 
the nightmares behind, he’s attempting to 
become a new man. But things aren’t as 
simple as it first sounded when obstacles 
and the old chapters of his life started to 
haunt him, forcing him to jeopardise his 
newly found happiness.

Against the backdrops of a small, historical 
town in West Wales and Alor Gajah in 
Malacca, Like the Starlings envelops the 
livelihood of two people in their boisterous 
journey of self-discovery that rekindles lost 
memories, family and the sense of coming 
home.

Diyar Harraz was born in Cairo, and 
had grown up in many countries before 
returning home after almost 14 years. 
When she isn’t slaving away on a new book, 
she spends her time visiting places, reading 
good books, baking and blogging.

Barbed Wire and Cherry 
Blossoms
Anita Heiss
NOMINATED BY:
State Library of Queensland, Brisbane, 
Australia

5 August, 1944, 
Over 1000 Japanese 
soldiers break out of 
the No.12 Prisoner 
of War compound. 
Hundreds are killed, 
but one soldier, 
Hiroshi, manages to 
escape. At nearby 
Erambie Station, an 
Aboriginal mission, 
Banjo Williams 

discovers Hiroshi and offers him refuge. 
Mary, Banjo’s daughter, is intrigued by the 
softly spoken stranger, and charged with 
his care.

For the community, life at Erambie is one of 
restriction and exclusion – living under Acts 
of Protection and Assimilation, and always 
under the ruthless eye of the mission 
Manager. On top of wartime hardships, 
families live without basic rights. Love 
blossoms between Mary and Hiroshi, and 
they each dream of a future together. But 
how long can Hiroshi be hidden safely and 
their bond kept a secret?

Dr Anita Heiss is the author of non-fiction, 
historical fiction, commercial women’s 
fiction, poetry, social commentary and 
travel articles. She is a regular guest at 
writers’ festivals and travels internationally 
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performing her work and lecturing on 
Indigenous literature. She currently lives in 
Brisbane.

Ma Belle
Maja Herman Sekulić
Translated from the Serbian by Persida 
Bošković

NOMINATED BY:
Belgrade City Library, Serbia

Maja Herman 
Sekulić has 
written a fantastic 
piece of historical 
metafiction about 
a woman named 
Mabel Grujic. 
Having invested 
years of research 
into the life of 
this “renaissance 
woman”, the author 

weaves an enchanting tale of the world 
in one of its most tumultuous times, the 
turn of the twentieth century through the 
Great War and into the early 1920s. Seen 
through the eyes of an American woman 
married to an influential Serb, the Balkan 
mayhem takes on an empathetic hue; 
Mabel Grujic profoundly identified with the 
Serbian people as they developed their 
country from a largely agricultural nation 
into a modern state, all the while facing the 
horrors of the Balkan Wars and WWI.

Written in a first-person narrative, the novel 
draws the reader in on a personal level 
and aspires to depict the birth of a nation 
through sacrifice, determination, hard work, 
and education.

Maja Herman Sekulić is an internationally 
published Serbian author of 14 books. She 
is an acclaimed poet, popular novelist, 
distinguished essayist, bilingual scholar, 
and a major translator. Born in Belgrade, 
where she studied World literature, she 
spent last decade of the last century in the 
Far East and now shares her time between 
New York and Belgrade. 

Where Love Begins
Judith Hermann
Translated from the German by Margot 
Bettauer Dembo

NOMINATED BY:
Stadtbibliothek Bremen, Germany 
Leipziger Städtische Bibliotheken, Germany

Stella is married; 
she has a child 
and a fulfilling job. 
Her life is happy 
and unremarkable, 
but she is a 
little lonely - her 
husband travels a 
lot for work and so 
she is often alone 
in the house with 
only her daughter 

for company. One day a stranger appears 
at her door, a man Stella’s never seen 
before. He says he just wants to talk to her, 
nothing more. She refuses. The next day he 
comes again. He will not leave her in peace. 
When Stella works out that he lives up the 
road, and tries to confront him, it makes 
no difference. This is the beginning of a 
nightmare that slowly and remorselessly 
escalates.

Where Love Begins is a delicately wrought, 
deeply sinister novel about how easily 
the comfortable lives we construct for 
ourselves can be shattered. 

Judith Hermann was born in Berlin in 1970. 
She is the author of Alice, the Summer 
House, Later and Nothing but Ghosts, 
which have received a number of literary 
awards including the Kleist Prize. She lives 
and works in Berlin.

The Transmigration of Bodies
Yuri Herrera
Translated from the Spanish by Lisa Dillman

NOMINATED BY:
Biblioteca Daniel Cosío Villegas, Mexico 
City

A plague has 
brought death 
to the city. Two 
feuding crime 
families with blood 
on their hands 
need our hard-
boiled hero, The 
Redeemer, to broker 
peace. Both his 
instincts and the 
vacant streets warn 

him to stay indoors, but The Redeemer 
ventures out into the city’s underbelly to 
arrange for the exchange of the bodies they 
hold hostage.

Yuri Herrera’s novel is a response to the 
violence of contemporary Mexico. With 
echoes of Romeo and Juliet, Roberto 
Bolaño and Raymond Chandler, The 
Transmigration of Bodies is a noirish 
tragedy and a tribute to those bodies – 

loved, sanctified, lusted after, and defiled 
– that violent crime has touched.

Born in Actopan, Mexico, Yuri Herrera 
studied Politics in Mexico, Creative Writing 
in El Paso and took his PhD in literature at 
Berkeley. His first novel to appear in English, 
Signs Preceding the End of the World, was 
published to great critical acclaim in 2015. 
He is currently teaching at the Tulane 
University, in New Orleans.

War and Turpentine
Stefan Hertmans
Translated from the Dutch by David McKay

NOMINATED BY:
Openbare Bibliotheek Brugge, Belgium 
Muntpunt, Brussels, Belgium 
The Libraries of The Hague, The 
Netherlands 
De Bibliotheek Utrecht, The Netherlands

Shortly before 
his death, Stefan 
Hertmans’ 
grandfather Urbain 
Martien gave 
his grandson a 
set of notebooks 
containing the 
detailed memories 
of his life. He grew 
up in poverty 
around 1900 and 

went to work in an iron foundry at only 13. 
Afternoons spent with his father at work on 
a church fresco were Urbain’s heaven; the 
iron foundry an inferno.

During the First World War, Urbain was on 
the front line and ever after he is haunted 
by events he can never forget. The war 
ends and he marries his great love, but 
she dies tragically in the 1919 flu epidemic. 
Urbain mourns her bitterly for the rest of 
his life but, like the obedient soldier he 
is, he marries her sister at her parents’ 
bidding. The rest is not quite silence, but a 
marriage with a sad secret at its heart, and 
the consolations found in art and painting. 
War and Turpentine is the imaginative 
reconstruction of a damaged life across 
the tumultuous decades of the twentieth 
century; a deeply moving portrayal of family, 
grief, love and war.

Stefan Hertmans is the prizewinning 
author of many literary works, including 
poetry, novels, plays and short stories. 
He has taught at the Royal Academy 
of Fine Arts in Ghent, at the Sorbonne, 
the Universities of Vienna, Berlin and 
Mexico City, at The Library of Congress 
in Washington, and University College 
London.
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The Nix
Nathan Hill
NOMINATED BY:
Toronto Public Library, Canada 
Iowa City Public Library, USA 
Free Library of Philadelphia, USA 
Richmond Public Library, USA

It’s 2011, and 
Samuel Andresen-
Anderson 
hasn’t seen his 
mother since she 
abandoned the 
family when he 
was a boy. Now 
she’s reappeared, 
having committed 
an absurd crime 
that electrifies the 

nightly news. The media paints Faye as 
a radical hippie with a sordid past, but as 
far as Samuel knows, his mother was an 
ordinary girl who married her high-school 
sweetheart. Which version of his mother is 
true? 

To save her, Samuel will have to embark 
on his own journey, uncovering long-
buried secrets about the woman he 
thought he knew, secrets that stretch 
across generations and have their origin 
all the way back in Norway, home of the 
mysterious Nix. As he does so, Samuel will 
confront not only Faye’s losses but also his 
own lost love, and will relearn everything 
he thought he knew about his mother, and 
himself.

Nathan Hill’s short fiction has appeared 
in many literary journals, including The 
Iowa Review, AGNI, The Gettysburg Review, 
and Fiction, which awarded him its annual 
Fiction Prize. A native Iowan, he lives with 
his wife in Naples, Florida.

Faithful
Alice Hoffman
NOMINATED BY:
Pikes Peak Library District, Colorado 
Springs, USA

Growing up on 
Long Island, 
Shelby Richmond 
is an ordinary girl 
until one night 
an extraordinary 
tragedy changes 
her fate. Her best 
friend’s future is 
destroyed in an 
accident, while 
Shelby walks away 

with the burden of guilt.

What happens when a life is turned inside 
out? When love is something so distant it 
may as well be a star in the sky? Faithful is 
the story of a survivor, filled with emotion—
from dark suffering to true happiness—a 
moving portrait of a young woman finding 
her way in the modern world. A fan of 
Chinese food, dogs, bookstores, and men 
she should stay away from, Shelby has to 
fight her way back to her own future. In 
New York City she finds a circle of lost and 
found souls—including an angel who’s 
been watching over her ever since that 
fateful icy night.

Here is a character you will fall in love with, 
so believable and real and endearing, that 
she captures both the ache of loneliness 
and the joy of finding yourself at last. For 
anyone who’s ever been a hurt teenager, 
for every mother of a daughter who has lost 
her way, Faithful is a roadmap.

Alice Hoffman is the author of more than 
thirty works of fiction, including The Rules 
of Magic, The Marriage of Opposites, 
Practical Magic, The Red Garden, Here 
on Earth, The Museum of Extraordinary 
Things and The Dovekeepers. She lives 
near Boston.

One
Patrick Holland
NOMINATED BY:
State Library of South Australia, Adelaide 
State Library of Queensland, Brisbane, 
Australia

The last 
bushrangers in 
Australian history, 
James and Patrick 
Kenniff, were at the 
height of their horse 
thieving operation 
at the turn of the 
20th century. In One, 
troops cannot pull 
the Kenniff Gang 
out of the ranges 

and plains of Western Queensland – the 
brothers know the terrain too well, and the 
locals are sympathetic to their escapades. 
When a policeman and a station manager 
go out on patrol from tiny Upper Warrego 
Station and disappear, Sergeant Nixon 
makes it his mission to pursue the gang, 
especially, Jim Kenniff, who becomes for 
him an emblem of the violence that resides 
in the heart of the country.

One is a novel of minimalist lyrical beauty 
that traverses the intersections between 
violence and love. It asks what right one 
man has to impose his will on another, and 
whether the written law can ever answer 
the law of the heart?

Patrick Holland is the award-winning 
author of The Source of the Sound, The 
Mary Smokes Boys, Riding the Trains in 
Japan and The Darkest Little Room. He lives 
in Brisbane, Australia.

The Repenters
Kevin Jared Hosein
NOMINATED BY:
National Library Service of Barbados, 
Bridgetown

When the infant 
Jordon Sant is taken 
to the St Asteria 
Home for Children 
after the murder of 
his parents, he sets 
out on a journey 
that is a constant 
struggle between 
his best and worst 
selves. Barely a 
teenager, he runs 

away from the home to scuffle for a living in 
the frightening underbelly of Port of Spain. 
There Jordon reaches the lower depths of 
both Trinidadian society and himself.

In Jordon Sant, Kevin Jared Hosein 
creates a narrator who gets under your 
skin. He takes us into the most dreadful 
places of human experience, confesses 
doing seemingly unforgivable things. But 
though Jordan knows how inescapable 
circumstance can be, he never denies 
responsibility for his actions. But can this 
Dostoyevskian figure save himself?

Kevin Jared Hosein currently resides 
in Trinidad and Tobago. He is the 2015 
Caribbean regional winner of the 
Commonwealth Short Story Prize for his 
entry, “The King of Settlement 4”. In 2013, 
he wrote and illustrated his first book, 
Littletown Secrets, which was named the 
best children’s book of 2013 by the Trinidad 
Guardian.

The Parcel
Anosh Irani
NOMINATED BY:
Ottawa Public Library, Canada
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The Parcel’s 
astonishing 
heart, soul and 
unforgettable voice 
is Madhu--born a 
boy, but a eunuch 
by choice--who has 
spent most of her 
life in a close-knit 
clan of transgender 
sex workers in 
Kamathipura, the 

notorious red-light district of Bombay. 
Madhu identifies herself as a “hijra”--a 
person belonging to the third sex. Now, at 
40, she has moved away from prostitution, 
and is forced to beg to support the 
charismatic head of the hijra clan, Gurumai. 
One day Madhu receives a call from Padma 
Madam, the most feared brothel owner 
in the district: a “parcel” has arrived--a 
young girl from the provinces, betrayed and 
trafficked by her aunt--and Madhu must 
prepare it for its fate. The Parcel is a dark, 
devastating but ultimately redemptive novel. 

Anosh Irani was born in Bombay and 
moved to Vancouver in 1998. He is the 
author of the acclaimed novel The Cripple 
and His Talismans. His play Bombay Black 
won the Dora Mavor Moore Award in 2006 
for Best New Play or New Musical.

To The Bright Edge of the World
Eowyn Ivey
NOMINATED BY:
Municipal Library of Prague, Czech 
Republic 
Multnomah County Library, Portland, USA

Lieutenant Colonel 
Allen Forrester 
receives the 
commission of 
a lifetime when 
he is charged to 
navigate Alaska’s 
hitherto impassable 
Wolverine River, 
with only a small 
group of men. 
The Wolverine is 

the key to opening up Alaska and its rich 
natural resources to the outside world, but 
previous attempts have ended in tragedy.

Forrester leaves behind his young wife, 
Sophie, newly pregnant with the child he 
had never expected to have. Adventurous in 
spirit, Sophie does not relish the prospect 
of a year in a military barracks while 
her husband carves a path through the 
wilderness. What she does not anticipate 
is that their year apart will demand every 
ounce of courage and fortittude of her that 

it does of her husband.

Eowyn Ivey’s debut novel, The Snow Child, 
was published in twenty-six languages, and 
became an international bestseller. It was 
a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize 2013, and 
Eowyn won the International Author of the 
Year category at the 2012 National Book 
Awards. A former bookseller, Eowyn lives in 
Palmer, Alaska, with her family.

The Unseen
Roy Jacobsen
Translated from the Norwegian by Don 
Bartlett and Don Shaw

NOMINATED BY:
Aleph - Stavanger Bibliotek, Norway

Ingrid Barrøy is 
born on an island 
that bears her 
name - a holdfast 
for a single family, 
their livestock, their 
crops, their hopes 
and dreams. Her 
father dreams of 
building a quay that 
will connect them 
to the mainland, 

but closer ties to the wider world come at 
a price. Her mother has her own dreams - 
more children, a smaller island, a different 
life - and there is one question Ingrid must 
never ask her.

Island life is hard, a living scratched from 
the dirt or trawled from the sea, so when 
Ingrid comes of age, she is sent to the 
mainland to work for one of the wealthy 
families on the coast. But Norway too is 
waking up to a wider world, a modern world 
that is capricious and can be cruel. Tragedy 
strikes and Ingrid must fight to protect the 
home she thought she had left behind.

Roy Jacobsen has twice been nominated 
for the Nordic Council’s Literary Award: 
for Seierherrene in 1991 and Frost in 
2003, and in 2009 he was shortlisted for 
the Dublin IMPAC Award for his novel The 
Burnt-Out Town of Miracles. The Unseen 
was Shortlisted for the Man Booker 
International Prize 2017.

News of the World
Paulette Jiles
NOMINATED BY:
Laramie County Library System, Cheyenne, 
USA

It is 1870 and 
Captain Jefferson 
Kyle Kidd travels 
through northern 
Texas, giving live 
readings to paying 
audiences hungry 
for news of the 
world. In Wichita 
Falls, he is offered 
a $50 gold piece 
to deliver a young 

orphan to her relatives in San Antonio. Four 
years earlier, a band of Kiowa raiders killed 
Johanna’s parents and sister; sparing the 
little girl, they raised her as one of their 
own. Recently rescued by the U.S. army, the 
ten-year-old has once again been torn away 
from the only home she knows.

Their 400-mile journey south through 
unsettled territory proves difficult and 
at times dangerous. Yet the two lonely 
survivors tentatively begin to trust each 
other, forging a bond that marks the 
difference between life and death in this 
treacherous land.

Arriving in San Antonio, the captain must 
hand Johanna over to an aunt and uncle 

—strangers who regard her as an unwanted 
burden. A respectable man, Captain Kidd 
is faced with a terrible choice: abandon the 
girl to her fate or become—in the eyes of 
the law—a kidnapper himself. 

Paulette Jiles is a novelist, poet, and 
memoirist. She is the author of Cousins, a 
memoir, and the novels Enemy Women, 
Stormy Weather, The Color of Lightning 
and Lighthouse Island. She lives on a ranch 
near San Antonio, TX.

Our Tiny, Useless Hearts
Toni Jordan
NOMINATED BY:
State Library of Victoria, Melbourne, 
Australia

Henry has ended 
his marriage to 
Caroline and 
headed off to 
Noosa with 
Mercedes’ grade 
three teacher, 
Martha. Caroline, 
having shredded 
a wardrobe-full of 
Henry’s suits, has 
gone after them.

Craig and Lesley have dropped over from 
next door to catch up on the fallout from 
Henry and Caroline’s all-night row. And 
Janice, Caroline’s sister, is staying for the 
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weekend to look after the girls because 
Janice is the sensible one. A microbiologist 
with a job she loves, a fervent belief in 
the beauty of the scientific method and a 
determination to make a solo life after her 
divorce from Alec.

Then Craig returns through the bedroom 
window expecting a tryst with Caroline and 
finds Janice in her bed. Janice can cope 
with all that. But when Alec knocks on the 
door things suddenly get complicated. 

Toni Jordan brings all her wit, wisdom and 
flair to this brilliant, hilarious novel.

Toni Jordan is the author of four novels; the 
international bestseller Addition; Fall and 
Nine Days which was awarded Best Fiction 
at the 2012 Indie Awards, and was named 
in Kirkus Review’s top 10 Historical Novels 
of 2013. 

Dancing in the Rain
Lynn Joseph
NOMINATED BY:
Jamaica Library Service, Kingston

Twelve year-old 
Elizabeth is no 
normal girl. With 
an imagination 
that makes room 
for mermaids and 
magic in everyday 
life, she lives 
every moment 
to the fullest. Yet 
her joyful world 
crumbles around 

her when two planes bring down the 
Twin Towers and tear her family apart. 
Thousands of miles away, yet still touched 
by this tragedy, Elizabeth is swimming in a 
sea of loss. She finally finds hope when she 
meets her kindred spirit in 8 year-old Brandt 
and his 13 year-old brother, Jared. 

Brandt and Jared, two boys as different as 
Oreos and milk and just as inseparable, 
arrive on the island to escape the 
mushroom of sorrow that bloomed above 
their lives in the wake of the tragedy. 
Elizabeth shows them a new way to look at 
the world and they help her to laugh again. 
But can Elizabeth and Brandt help their 
families see that when life brings showers 
of sadness, it’s okay to dance in the rain?

Set against the dazzling beauty of the 
Dominican Republic, Dancing in the Rain 
explores the impact of the tragic fall of the 
Twin Towers on two Caribbean families. It is 
a lyrical, well-crafted tale about finding joy 
in the face of loss. 

Lynn Joseph was born in Trinidad and 
is the author of many picture books for 

children about her island home, including 
A Wave in Her Pocket, An Island Christmas, 
The Mermaid’s Twin Sister, and Jump 
Up Time: A Trinidad Carnival Story. Her 
acclaimed book The Color of My Words, 
won the Américas Award. Dancing in 
the Rain won a Burt Award for Caribbean 
Literature (2015) prize. She has two sons, 
Jared and Brandt, and resides in New York 
and Bermuda.

Human Acts
Han Kang
Translated from the Korean by Deborah 
Smith

NOMINATED BY:
Cape Breton Regional Library, Sydney, 
Canada 
Los Angeles Public Library, USA

Gwangju, South 
Korea, 1980. In the 
wake of a viciously 
suppressed student 
uprising, a boy 
searches for his 
friend’s corpse, a 
consciousness 
searches for its 
abandoned body, 
and a brutalized 
country searches 

for a voice. 

Han Kang was born in Gwangju, South 
Korea and moved to Seoul at the age of 
ten. She studied Korean literature at Yonsei 
University. Her novels have won the Yi Sang 
Literary Prize, the Today’s Young Artist 
Award, and the Korean Literature Novel 
Award. Human Acts won the Manhae 
Literary Award. Her critically acclaimed 
novel The Vegetarian is published by 
Portobello Books, and won the 2016 
International Man Booker Prize. She 
currently teaches creative writing at the 
Seoul Institute of the Arts. 

Lilac Girls
Martha Hall Kelly
NOMINATED BY:
Tartu Public Library, Estonia 
Veria Central Public Library, Greece

New York socialite 
Caroline Ferriday 
has her hands full 
with her post at the 
French consulate 
and a new love on 
the horizon. But 
Caroline’s world is 
forever changed 

when Hitler’s army invades Poland in 
September 1939—and then sets its sights 
on France.

An ocean away from Caroline, Kasia 
Kuzmerick, a Polish teenager, senses her 
carefree youth disappearing as she is 
drawn deeper into her role as courier for 
the underground resistance movement. 

For the ambitious young German doctor, 
Herta Oberheuser, an ad for a government 
medical position seems her ticket out of a 
desolate life. Once hired, though, she finds 
herself trapped in a male-dominated realm 
of Nazi secrets and power.

The lives of these three women are set on 
a collision course when the unthinkable 
happens and Kasia is sent to Ravensbrück, 
the notorious Nazi concentration camp for 
women. Their stories cross continents—
from New York to Paris, Germany, and 
Poland—as Caroline and Kasia strive to 
bring justice to those whom history has 
forgotten.

Martha Hall Kelly is a native New 
Englander now living in Atlanta, Georgia, 
where she’s writing the prequel to The Lilac 
Girls, which was her first novel.

Dirt Road
James Kelman
NOMINATED BY:
Bergen Offentlige Bibliotek, Norway

Murdo, a teenager 
obsessed with 
music, dreams 
of a life beyond 
home. His recently 
widowed dad, Tom, 
stumbles towards 
the future, terrified of 
losing what remains 
of his family. Both 
are in search of 
something as they 

set out from rural Scotland on a journey to the 
American South. 

James Kelman was shortlisted for the 
Booker Prize in 1989 with A Disaffection, 
which also won the James Tait Black 
Memorial Prize for Fiction. He then went 
on to win the Booker Prize five years later 
with How Late It Was, How Late, before 
being shortlisted twice for the Man Booker 
International Prize, in 2009 and 2011His 
most recent book of stories, That Was a 
Shiver, is published by Canongate in 2017.
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The Good People
Hannah Kent
NOMINATED BY:
LINC Tasmania, Hobart, Australia

Nóra Leahy has lost 
her daughter and 
her husband in the 
same year, and is 
now burdened with 
the care of her four-
year-old grandson, 
Micheál. The boy 
cannot walk, or 
speak, and Nora, 
mistrustful of the 
tongues of gossips, 

has kept the child hidden from those who 
might see in his deformity evidence of 
otherworldly interference.

Unable to care for the child alone, Nóra 
hires a fourteen-year-old servant girl, Mary, 
who soon hears the whispers in the valley 
about the blasted creature causing grief to 
fall upon the widow’s house.

Alone, hedged in by rumour, Mary and her 
mistress seek out the only person in the 
valley who might be able to help Micheál. 
For although her neighbours are wary of 
her, it is said that old Nance Roche has the 
knowledge. That she consorts with Them, 
the Good People. And that only she can 
return those whom they have taken ...

Hannah Kent is the co-founder of 
Australian literary journal Kill Your Darlings 
and author of Burial Rites, her debut novel. 
Since its publication in 2013, Burial Rites 
has been translated into nearly thirty 
languages and has received numerous 
awards and nominations.

The Other Side of Silence
Philip Kerr
NOMINATED BY:
Serres Central Public Library, Greece

Those who have 
read Philip Kerr’s 
series know 
that, Gunther’s 
adventures serve 
as a vivid and 
engaging tour guide 
to life in Germany 
during the years 
that the Nazi party 
was in power. 

1956, the French Riviera. Bernie Gunther is 
working as concierge at the Grand Hotel, 
St. Jean Cap Ferrat, when his past walks 
through the door in the shape of former SS 
captain Harold Hennig – a man responsible 

for the deaths of thousands, among them a 
woman Bernie loved.

Hennig plans to blackmail the famous 
writer Somerset Maugham. On a visit 
to Maugham’s magnificent villa, Bernie 
learns of a compromising photograph 
that reveals far more about Maugham’s 
life than his notorious sexuality. Bernie is 
reluctant to become Maugham’s agent but 
his former life has made him as vulnerable 
to blackmail as Maugham himself. And 
he can’t pass up this chance to revenge 
himself on Hennig. 

Philip Kerr is the author of ten 
internationally bestselling Bernie Gunther 
novels. If the Dead Rise Not won the CWA 
Ellis Peters Award for Best Historical Novel. 
His other books include several standalone 
thrillers and acclaimed series for children. 
He lives in south-west London.

All Day at the Movies
Fiona Kidman
NOMINATED BY:
Auckland Libraries, New Zealand 
Dunedin Public Libraries, New Zealand

Wry, moving, 
beautifully 
observed and 
politically astute, 
this latest novel 
from one of our 
finest chroniclers 
pinpoints universal 
truths through very 
New Zealand lives.

Life isn’t always 
like it appears in the movies. In 1952, 
Irene Sandle takes her young daughter 
to Motueka. Irene was widowed during 
the war and is seeking a new start and 
employment in the tobacco fields. There, 
she finds the reality of her life far removed 
from the glamour of the screen. Can 
there be romance and happy endings, or 
will circumstances repeat through the 
generations? Each subsequent episode in 
this poignant work follows family secrets 
and the dynamics of Irene’s children. The 
story doesn’t just track their lives, but also 
New Zealand itself as its attitudes and 
opportunities change — and reverberate — 
through the decades.

Dame Fiona Kidman is renowned as one 
of New Zealand’s foremost storytellers, 
having written over 30 books, including 
novels, short stories and poetry, and more 
than 60 television, film and radio scripts. 
She was created a Dame in 1998 in 
recognition of her contribution to literature.

Almost Everything Very Fast
Christopher Kloeble
Translated from the German by Aaron 
Kerner

NOMINATED BY:
Stadtbibliothek Bremen, Germany

A charming and 
suspenseful novel 
with a dark secret 
at its heart set in 
an insular Bavarian 
village.

Albert is nineteen, 
grew up in an 
orphanage, and 
never knew his 
mother. All his life 

Albert had to be a father to his father: Fred 
is a child trapped in the body of an old man. 
He spends his time reading encyclopedias, 
waves at green cars, and is known as the 
hero of a tragic bus accident. Albert senses 
that Fred, who has just been given five 
months left to live, is the only one who can 
help him learn more about his background.

With time working against them, Albert 
and Fred set out on an adventurous 
voyage of discovery that leads them via the 
underground sewers into the distant past—
all the way back to a night in August 1912, 
and to the story of a forbidden love.

Christopher Kloeble is an award-winning 
German novelist and scriptwriter. Almost 
Everything Very Fast is his third book, and 
his first to be published in English. He lives 
in Berlin and New Delhi.

One of Us is Sleeping
Josefine Klougart
Translated from the Danish by Martin Aitken

NOMINATED BY:
Aarhus Kommunes Biblioteker, Denmark

As she returns 
home to visit her 
mother who is 
dying of cancer, the 
narrator recounts 
a brief, intense 
love affair, as well 
as the grief and 
disillusionment 
that follow its end. 
The book’s striking 
imagery and 

magnificent prose underpin its principal 
theme: the jarring contrast between the 
recollection of stability—your parents, 
your childhood home, your love—and 
the continual endings that we experience 
throughout our lives.
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A true-to-life, deeply poetic novel that works 
in the same vein as Anne Carson, One of 
Us Is Sleeping has won Klougart countless 
accolades and award nominations—
including the Readers’ Book Award—
securing her place as a major new voice in 
world literature

Josefine Klougart has been hailed as 
one of Denmark’s greatest contemporary 
writers. She is the first Danish author 
ever to have two of her first three books 
nominated for the Nordic Council Literature 
Prize, and has been compared to Joan 
Didion, Anne Carson, and Virginia Woolf.

Dear Mr. M
Herman Koch
Translated from the Dutch by Sam Garrett

NOMINATED BY:
Stichting Bibliotheek Rotterdam, The 
Netherlands

Mr. M is being 
watched. As a 
famous writer, he is 
no stranger to the 
limelight, although 
interest in his work 
has been dwindling 
of late. Our narrator 
clearly takes a keen 
interest in M.’s work, 
but what exactly are 
his intentions? 

Our narrator seems to be no stranger to 
murder, while his own story appears to bear 
more than a passing resemblance to the 
plot of Mr. M’s most famous novel…That’s 
the problem with fiction: in real life, bodies 
have an awkward habit of turning up. Mr. 
M has used some artistic licence, and our 
narrator is not pleased, not pleased at all. 
And just before he fades into obscurity, he’s 
prepared to give Mr. M one last review. And 
it’s unlikely to be a rave.

Herman Koch is the author of a number 
of novels - including The Dinner, Dear Mr. 
M and Summer House with Swimming 
Pool - short stories, and was a co-creator of 
the long-running Dutch TV comedy series 
Jiskefet (1990-2005). The Dinner has sold 
over 2.5 million copies worldwide and spent 
a year on the New York Times bestseller list. 

Two Gentlemen on the Beach
Michael Köhlmeier
Translated from the German by Ruth Martin

NOMINATED BY:
Stadt: Bibliothek Salzburg, Austria 
Bibliothèque Municipale de Reims, France 
Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin, 
Germany

On the face of it, 
Winston Churchill 
and Charlie Chaplin 
couldn’t be more 
different. One the 
statesman whose 
resolve led a nation 
in the struggle 
against Nazi 
Germany, the other 
the world-famous 
comedian. 

 But they are bound by a dark secret: both 
suffer from depression.

When a chance encounter reveals what 
they share, an unusual and unlikely 
friendship ensues. A series of therapeutic 
meetings across the world sees each 
become the other’s confidant as they 
talk of their ‘black dog days’. With the eye 
of a masterfully subtle narrator, Michael 
Köhlmeier imagines a startling friendship 
of unique understanding between this 
extraordinary pair; a friendship of the 
twentieth century which at heart remains 
an understanding between two men – the 
poor tramp and the grand statesman – who 
bring together the history of the century.

Michael Köhlmeier is an Austrian writer 
and musician. His works of fiction have met 
with critical acclaim and his many awards 
include the Manès Sperber Prize for 
Literature (1994) and the Grimmelshausen 
Prize (1997).

Mischling
Affinity Konar
NOMINATED BY:
Wojewódzka Biblioteka Publiczna im. 
Marszałka Józefa Piłsudskiego w Łodz, 
Poland

Its 1944 when twin 
sisters arrive at 
Auschwitz. In their 
benighted new 
world, Pearl and 
Stasha Zagorski 
take refuge in 
their identical 
natures, comforting 
themselves with the 
private language 
and shared games 

of their childhood. 

As part of the experimental population of 
twins known as Mengele’s Zoo, the girls 
experience privileges and horrors unknown 
to others, and they find themselves 
changed, stripped of the personalities they 
once shared. 

That winter, Pearl disappears. Stasha 
grieves for her twin, but clings to the 
possibility that Pearl remains alive. When 
the camp is liberated by the Red Army, she 
and her companion Feliks--a boy bent on 
vengeance for his own lost twin--travel 
through Poland’s devastation. 

Mischling defies every expectation, 
traversing one of the darkest moments in 
human history to show us the way toward 
ethereal beauty, moral reckoning, and 
soaring hope. 

Affinity Konar was raised in California. 
She has an MFA in fiction from Columbia 
University.

None Like Her
Jela Krečič
Translated from the Slovene by Olivia 
Hellewell

NOMINATED BY:
Mestna knjižnica Ljubljana, Slovenia

Matjaž is fearful 
of losing his 
friends over his 
obsession with his 
ex-girlfriend. To 
prove that he has 
moved on from his 
relationship with 
her, he embarks on 
an odyssey of dates 
around Ljubljana, 
the capital of 

Slovenia. In this comic and romantic tale a 
chapter is devoted to each new encounter 
and adventure. The women he selects 
are wildly different from one another, and 
the interactions of the characters are 
perspicuously and memorably observed.

Their preoccupations – drawn with 
coruscating dialogue – will speak directly to 
Generation Y, and in Matjaž, the hero, Jela 
Krečič has created a well-observed crypto-
misogynist of the twenty-first century 
whose behaviour she offers up for the 
reader’s scrutiny.

Jela Krečič is a Slovene journalist, 
columnist and philosopher. She writes for 
the largest national newspaper Delo. She 
also co-edited a number of anthologies 
on contemporary TV series and on the 
German American film director, Ernst 
Lubitsch. None Like Her, her literary début, 
sold out quickly after its publication and 
was very well received in the media.

T
H

E 2018 LO
N

G
LIST

www.dublinliteraryaward.ie 23



The Allegations
Mark Lawson
NOMINATED BY:
M. Rudomino State Library for Foreign 
Literature, Moscow, Russia

On the morning 
after he has 
celebrated his 60th 
birthday party at a 
celebrity-filled party, 
Ned Marriott is in 
bed with his partner, 
Emma, when 
there’s a knock on 
the door. Detectives 
from the London 
police force’s 

‘Operation Millpond’ have come to arrest 
him over an allegation of sexual assault.

Ned is one of the country’s best-known 
historians - but this ‘historic’ claim from 
someone the cops insist on calling ‘the 
victim’ threatens him with personal 
and professional ruin and potential 
imprisonment.

Tom Pimm, his closest friend at the 
university, has just been informed that a 
secret investigation has raised anonymous 
complaints, which may end his career.

Swinging between fear, bewilderment and 
anger, Ned and Tom must try to defend 
themselves against the allegations, and 
hope that no others are made. 

By turns shocking and comic, The 
Allegations captures a contemporary 
culture in which allegations are easily made 
and reputations casually destroyed. 

Mark Lawson has published four novels: 
Idlewild, Going Out Live, Enough Is Enough 
and The Deaths. His work as a broadcaster 
includes BBC Radio 4’s Front Row and 
Foreign Bodies - A History of Crime Fiction. 
He also writes for the Guardian and the 
New Statesman.

The Conjoined
Jen Sookfong Lee
NOMINATED BY:
Vancouver Public Library, Canada

On a sunny May 
morning, social 
worker Jessica 
Campbell 
sorts through 
her mother’s 
belongings after 
her recent funeral. 

In the basement, she makes a shocking 
discovery — two dead girls curled into 
the bottom of her mother’s chest freezers. 
She remembers a pair of foster children 
who lived with the family in 1988: troubled, 
beautiful, and wild teenaged sisters from 
Vancouver’s Chinatown. After six weeks, 
they disappeared; social workers, police 
officers, and Jessica herself assumed they 
had run away.

As Jessica learns more about Casey, Jamie, 
and their troubled immigrant Chinese 
parents, she also unearths dark stories 
about Donna, whom she had always 
thought of as the perfect mother. 

Moving between present and past, this 
riveting novel unflinchingly examines the 
myth of social heroism and traces the often-
hidden fractures that divide our diverse 
cities.

Jen Sookfong Lee’s books include The 
Better Mother, a finalist for the City of 
Vancouver Book Award, The End of East, 
and Shelter. Jen teaches writing in the 
continuing studies departments at both 
Simon Fraser University and the University 
of British Columbia.

The Party Wall
Catherine Leroux
Translated from the French by Lazer 
Lederhendler

NOMINATED BY:
Bibliothèque et Archives nationales du 
Québec, Montreal, Canada 
Saint John Free Public Library, Canada

Catherine Leroux’s 
The Party Wall shifts 
between and ties 
together stories 
about pairs joined in 
surprising ways. A 
woman learns that 
she may not be the 
biological mother of 
her own son despite 
having given birth to 
him; a brother and 

sister unite, as their mother dies, to search 
for their long-lost father; two young sisters 
take a detour home, unaware of the tragedy 
that awaits; and a political couple—when 
the husband accedes to power in a post-
apocalyptic future state—is shaken by the 
revelation of their own shared, if equally 
unknown, history.

Lyrical, intelligent, and profound, The 
Party Wall is luminously human, a surreally 

unforgettable journey through the barriers 
that can both separate us and bring us 
together.

Catherine Leroux was born in 1979 in 
the Northern suburbs of Montreal. After 
holding various jobs she became a 
journalist and devoted herself to writing. 
Her first novel, Marche en forêt, was 
published in February 2011 by Éditions Alto.

Shtum
Jem Lester
NOMINATED BY:
Norfolk County Council Library Service, UK

Ten-year-old Jonah 
lives in a world 
of his own. He 
likes colours and 
feathers and the 
feel of fresh air on 
his skin. He dislikes 
sudden loud noises 
and any change to 
his daily routine. 

Jonah has never 
spoken, yet somehow he communicates 
better than all of the adults in his life. 

Funny, heartbreaking and uplifting, Shtum 
is a novel about three generations of a 
family learning how to get along. 

Jem Lester was a journalist for nine 
years and saw the Berlin Wall fall in 1989 

– and though there, he denies personal 
responsibility. He taught English and 
Media studies at secondary schools for 
nine years. Jem has two children, one of 
whom is profoundly autistic, and for them 
he accepts total responsibility. He lives 
in London with his partner and her two 
children. 

Death in Sunset Grove
Minna Lindgren
Translated from the Finnish by Lola Rogers

NOMINATED BY:
Helsinki City Library, Finland

Meet Siiri and 
Irma, best friends 
and the queen 
bees of Sunset 
Grove, a retirement 
community for 
those still young 
at heart. With a 
combined age of 
nearly 180, Siiri and 
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Irma are still just as inquisitive and witty as 
when they first met decades ago.

But when their comfortable world is 
upturned by a suspicious death at Sunset 
Grove, Siiri and Irma are shocked into doing 
something about it. Determined to find out 
exactly what happened and why, they begin 
their own private investigations and form 
The Lavender Ladies Detective Agency.

The trouble is, beneath Sunset Grove’s 
calm facade, there is more going on than 
meets the eye, and Siiri and Irma soon 
discover far more than they bargained for. . . 

Minna Lindgren is the also the author 
of several non-fiction books. Minna was 
inspired to write The Lavender Ladies 
Detective Agency after researching the 
treatment of the elderly in Finland for a 
magazine article. The article won the 2009 
Bonnier Journalism Prize, considered the 
highest journalism honour in Finland. 

Niagara Motel
Ashley Little
NOMINATED BY:
Vancouver Public Library, Canada

Set in the early 
1990s, Ashley 
Little’s follow-up to 
her award-winning 
novel Anatomy 
of a Girl Gang 
introduces readers 
to unforgettable 
eleven-year-old 
Tucker Malone―
the only child of a 
narcoleptic touring 

stripper―who believes his father is Sam 
Malone from Cheers. He and his mother 
move from motel to motel until, one night in 
Niagara Falls, his mother is hit by a car after 
falling asleep in the street.

Tucker is sent to live in a youth group home 
where he meets Meredith, a pregnant 
sixteen-year-old with more than her fair 
share of family problems. They bond over 
slurpees and a shared love for literature 
and he convinces her to “borrow” a car to 
go to Boston to find his father.

Niagara Motel is a biting chronicle during 
the rise of mass-media in the decade that 
defined the MTV Generation, and the 
bittersweet story of a young boy forced 
to learn brutal lessons on his way to 
becoming a man.

Ashley Little’s Anatomy of a Girl Gang won 
the Ethel Wilson Fiction Prize (BC Book 
Prizes), was shortlisted for the Vancouver 
Book Award, and was longlisted for the 
IMPAC Dublin Literary Award. She has 

an MFA from the University of British 
Columbia. She lives in the Okanagan Valley.

The Shelf Life of Happiness
David Machado
Translated from the Portuguese by Hillary 
Locke

NOMINATED BY:
Biblioteca Municipal de Oeiras, Portugal 
Biblioteca Pública Municipal do Porto, 
Portugal

Ripped apart 
by Portugal’s 
financial crisis, 
Daniel’s family is 
struggling to adjust 
to circumstances 
beyond their 
control. His wife 
and children move 
out to live with 
family hours away, 
but Daniel believes 

against all odds that he will find a job and 
everything will return to normal.

Even as he loses his home, suffers severe 
damage to his car, and finds himself living 
in his old, abandoned office building, 
Daniel fights the realization that things have 
changed. He’s unable to see what remains 
among the rubble—friendship, his family’s 
love, and people’s deep desire to connect. 
If Daniel can let go of the past and find his 
true self, he just might save not only himself 
but also everyone that really matters to him.

David Machado writes fiction for both 
adults and children. His books are popular 
in Portugal and have been awarded literary 
prizes, including the European Union Prize 
for Literature for the Portuguese version of 
this novel, Índice médio de felicidade (The 
Shelf Life of Happiness). He lives in Lisbon 
with his wife and two children.

An Isolated Incident
Emily Maguire
NOMINATED BY:
State Library of New South Wales, Sydney, 
Australia

When 25-year-old 
Bella Michaels is 
brutally murdered 
in the small town 
of Strathdee, the 
community is 
stunned and a 
media storm 
descends. 
Unwillingly thrust 
into the eye of that 

storm is Bella’s beloved older sister, Chris, a 
barmaid at the local pub, whose apparent 
easygoing nature conceals hard-won 
wisdom and the kind of street-smarts only 
experience can bring.

As Chris is plunged into despair and 
searches for answers, reasons, explanation 

- anything - that could make even the 
smallest sense of Bella’s death, her ex-
husband, friends and neighbours do their 
best to support her. But as the days tick by 
with no arrest, Chris’s suspicion of those 
around her grows.

Emily Maguire is the author of the 
novels Taming the Beast, an international 
bestseller and finalist for the Dylan Thomas 
Prize and the Kathleen Mitchell Award, 
The Gospel According to Luke and, most 
recently, the non-fiction work, Princesses & 
Pornstars (2008). She lives in Sydney with 
her husband.

The Association of Small Bombs
Karan Mahajan
NOMINATED BY:
Veria Central Public Library, Greece 
Chicago Public Library, USA 
The Public Library of Cincinnati & Hamilton 
County, USA 
Hartford Public Library, USA 
Ferguson Library, Stamford, USA

When the Khurana 
boys and their 
friend Mansoor 
set out for one of 
Delhi’s markets, 
disaster strikes 
without warning. 
A ‘small’ bomb 
detonates, killing 
the brothers 
instantly. Mansoor 
is one of the few 

survivors.

From India to America, the lives of victims 
and bystanders, mothers and fathers, 
comrades and adversaries are changed 
forever. Even the young bomb maker 
cannot escape the heat of the blast.

Karan Mahajan grew up in New Delhi, 
India and lives in Austin, Texas. His first 
novel, Family Planning, was a finalist for the 
Dylan Thomas Prize and was published in 
nine countries. The Association of Small 
Bombs was a finalist for the National Book 
Award. His writing has appeared in many 
publications including the New York Times 
and the Wall Street Journal.
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The River is Indigo
Suleiman Manan
NOMINATED BY:
The National Library of Malaysia, Kuala 
Lumpar

The River is Indigo 
which begins in 
Java in the 1930s, is 
a story of mystical 
dreams, dire 
predictions, a family 
curse and destiny 
gone wrong.

The young, 
prodigious 
Hamzah is raised 

by his grandmother, the enormously 
matriarchal Ibu Tutik who loves him dearly, 
in an extraordinary mansion known as 
the Mataram House. Hamzah’s life is 
intertwined with Mataram House and he is 
sworn by an oath never to leave it. 

On his thirteenth birthday his father, 
Norreddin, steals him away and together 
they clandestinely escape in the dead of 
night from Mataram House, thus betraying 
the sworn oath. Immediately his life is 
bedevilled with tortuous elements. At every 
crossroad Mataram House shadown him, 
tormenting him, deciding for him the path 
he takes, as though the forces of fate are 
taking complete control of his own free will. 
From then on his life is no longer his own 
to live.

Suleiman Manan is a Malaysian and 
a successful entrepreneur. The River is 
Indigo is the fulfilment of a long cherished 
dream and a personal challenge to himself 
to write his own novel. At the time of 
publication of this book he is 78 years old.

Thus Bad Begins
Javier Marías
Translated from the Spanish by Margaret 
Jull Costa

NOMINATED BY:
Biblioteca de Andalucía, Granada, Spain

As a young man, 
Juan de Vere 
takes a job that 
will haunt him for 
the rest of his life. 
His employer is 
Eduardo Muriel: a 
famous film director, 
sophisticated and 
discreet. Muriel’s 
wife Beatriz is a 
soft, ripe woman 

who slips through her husband’s home like 
an unwanted ghost, finding solace in other 

beds. And on the periphery of their lives 
stands Dr Jorge Van Vechten, a old family 
friend with a shadowy past.

 As Juan learns more about his employers, 
his own innocence begins to fall away. 
Though he starts off as a mere observer, 
he is soon unable to stand on the side 
lines, compelled to interfere ever more 
dangerously in the dark interior of other 
people’s lives.

Javier Marías is the author of sixteen 
works in Spanish, which have been 
translated into forty-two languages 
including English. He has received 
numerous literary prizes including the 
International IMPAC Dublin Literary Award 
and the Prix Formentor. He lives and works 
as a translator and columnist in Madrid.

The Yearning
Mohale Mashigo
NOMINATED BY:
City of Cape Town Library & Information 
Services, South Africa

How long does it 
take for scars to 
heal? How long 
does it take for a 
scarred memory 
to fester and rise 
to the surface? 
For Marubini, the 
question is whether 
scars ever heal 
when you forget 
they are there to 

begin with.

Marubini is a young woman who has an 
enviable life in Cape Town, working at a 
wine farm and spending idyllic days with 
her friends … until her past starts spilling 
into her present.

Something dark has been lurking in the 
shadows of Marubini’s life from as far back 
as she can remember. It’s only a matter of 
time before it reaches out and grabs at her.

The Yearning is a memorable exploration 
of the ripple effects of the past, of personal 
strength and courage, and of the shadowy 
intersections of traditional and modern 
worlds.

Mohale Mashigo, is the pen name of 
Carol Mashigo, also known by her stage 
name, Black Porcelain. She is a radio 
moderator, storyteller, award-winning singer 
and songwriter. The Yearning is her debut 
novel. 

Behold the Dreamers
Ombolo Mbue
NOMINATED BY:
Wojewódzka Biblioteka Publiczna im. 
Marszałka Józefa Piłsudskiego w Łodzi, 
Poland 
ibliothèques Municipales Genève, 
Switzerland 
Jacksonville Public Library, USA 
Richmond Public Library, USA 
Ferguson Library, Stamford, USA

Jende Jonga, a 
Cameroonian 
immigrant living in 
Harlem, has come 
to the United States 
to provide a better 
life for himself, his 
wife, Neni, and their 
six-year-old son. 
In the fall of 2007, 
Jende can hardly 
believe his luck 

when he lands a job as a chauffeur for Clark 
Edwards, a senior executive at Lehman 
Brothers. Clark demands punctuality, 
discretion, and loyalty—and Jende is eager 
to please. Clark’s wife, Cindy, even offers 
Neni temporary work at the Edwardses’ 
summer home in the Hamptons. With these 
opportunities, Jende and Neni can at last 
gain a foothold in America and imagine a 
brighter future.

When the financial world is rocked by the 
collapse of Lehman Brothers, the Jongas 
are desperate to keep Jende’s job—even as 
their marriage threatens to fall apart. As all 
four lives are dramatically upended, Jende 
and Neni are forced to make an impossible 
choice.

Imbolo Mbue is a native Cameroon. A 
resident of the United States for more than 
a decade, she lives in New York City. Behold 
the Dreamers, her critically acclaimed 
debut novel, won the 2017 PEN/Faulkner 
Award for Fiction and was named by The 
New York Times and The Washington Post 
as one of the notable books of 2016. 

The Lesser Bohemians
Eimear McBride
NOMINATED BY:
Dublin City Public Libraries, Ireland 
Zentralbibliothek Zürich, Switzerland
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Behold the Dreamers
Ombolo Mbue
NOMINATED BY:
Wojewódzka Biblioteka Publiczna im. 
Marszałka Józefa Piłsudskiego w Łodzi, 
Poland 
ibliothèques Municipales Genève, 
Switzerland 
Jacksonville Public Library, USA 
Richmond Public Library, USA 
Ferguson Library, Stamford, USA

Jende Jonga, a 
Cameroonian 
immigrant living in 
Harlem, has come 
to the United States 
to provide a better 
life for himself, his 
wife, Neni, and their 
six-year-old son. 
In the fall of 2007, 
Jende can hardly 
believe his luck 

when he lands a job as a chauffeur for Clark 
Edwards, a senior executive at Lehman 
Brothers. Clark demands punctuality, 
discretion, and loyalty—and Jende is eager 
to please. Clark’s wife, Cindy, even offers 
Neni temporary work at the Edwardses’ 
summer home in the Hamptons. With these 
opportunities, Jende and Neni can at last 
gain a foothold in America and imagine a 
brighter future.

When the financial world is rocked by the 
collapse of Lehman Brothers, the Jongas 
are desperate to keep Jende’s job—even as 
their marriage threatens to fall apart. As all 
four lives are dramatically upended, Jende 
and Neni are forced to make an impossible 
choice.

Imbolo Mbue is a native Cameroon. A 
resident of the United States for more than 
a decade, she lives in New York City. Behold 
the Dreamers, her critically acclaimed 
debut novel, won the 2017 PEN/Faulkner 
Award for Fiction and was named by The 
New York Times and The Washington Post 
as one of the notable books of 2016. 

The Lesser Bohemians
Eimear McBride
NOMINATED BY:
Dublin City Public Libraries, Ireland 
Zentralbibliothek Zürich, Switzerland

The vibrant energy 
of 1990s London. 
A year of passion 
and discovery. 
The anxiety and 
intensity of new 
love.

An eighteen-year-
old Irish girl arrives 
in London to study 
drama and falls 

violently in love with an older actor. While 
she is naive and thrilled by life in the big 
city, he is haunted by demons, and the 
clamorous relationship that ensues risks 
undoing them both. At once epic and 
exquisitely intimate, The Lesser Bohemians 
is a celebration of the dark and the light in 
love.

Eimear McBride trained at Drama Centre 
London. Her debut novel A Girl is a Half-
formed Thing received a number of awards 
including the Goldsmiths Prize, the Baileys 
Women’s Prize for Fiction and Irish Novel 
of the Year. She occasionally writes and 
reviews for the Guardian, TLS and the New 
Statesman.

Gone to Drift
Diana McCauley
NOMINATED BY:
Jamaica Library Service, Kingston

Gone to Drift tells 
the story of Lloyd, 
a 12-year-old 
Jamaican boy and 
his search for his 
beloved grandfather, 
Maas Conrad, a 
fisherman who is 
lost at sea. Lloyd 
suspects that his 
grandfather has 
witnessed an illegal 

capture of dolphins for the tourist trade and 
that he has been hurt, perhaps even killed. 
No one wants to help Lloyd except for an 
uptown girl who studies dolphins, his best 
friend Dwight and a mad man called Slowly 
on a sun-baked beach.

Interspersed with Lloyd’s quest on land and 
sea is a second voice – of Maas Conrad 
himself, who, unknown to Lloyd is alive 
but marooned on a rock. In this exciting 
adventure story Lloyd discovers that the 
enemies of his grandfather – and of the 
Caribbean Sea that he loves – are closer to 
home than he could ever imagine.

Diana McCaulay is an award-winning 
Jamaican writer and campaigning 
environmentalist and life-long resident of 
Kingston, Jamaica’s capital city. Gone to 

Drift is her first novel for Young Adults but 
she has also written two acclaimed novels, 
Dog-Heart and Huracan.

Solar Bones
Mike McCormack
NOMINATED BY:
Galway Public Libraries, Ireland 
Nottingham City Libraries, UK

Once a year, on 
All Souls’ Day, it 
is said in Ireland 
that the dead 
may return. Solar 
Bones is the story 
of one such visit. 
Marcus Conway, 
a middle-aged 
engineer, turns up 
one afternoon at his 
kitchen table and 

considers the events that took him away 
and then brought him home again. Funny 
and strange, McCormack’s ambitious and 
other-worldly novel plays with form and 
defies convention. This profound new 
work is by one of Ireland’s most important 
contemporary novelists. A beautiful and 
haunting elegy, this story of order and 
chaos, love and loss captures how minor 
decisions ripple into waves and test our 
integrity every day.

Mike McCormack is an award-winning 
novelist and short story writer from Mayo. 
His previous work includes Getting it in 
the Head, Crowe’s Requiem, Notes from a 
Coma, which was shortlisted for the Irish 
Book of the Year Award, and Forensic 
Songs. In 1996 he was awarded the Rooney 
Prize for Irish Literature and in 2007 he was 
awarded a Civitella Ranieri Fellowship.

Nutshell
Ian McEwan
NOMINATED BY:
Bibliotheken der Stadt Mainz, Germany 
Biblioteca Vila De Gràcia - Biblioteques de 
Barcelona, Spain 
Zentralbibliothek Zürich, Switzerland

Trudy has betrayed 
her husband, John. 
She’s still in the 
marital home – a 
dilapidated, 
priceless London 
townhouse – but 
not with John. 
Instead, she’s 
with his brother, 
the profoundly 

banal Claude, and the two of them have 
a plan. But there is a witness to their plot: 
the inquisitive, nine-month-old resident of 
Trudy’s womb.

Told from a perspective unlike any other, 
Nutshell is a classic tale of murder and 
deceit from one of the world’s master 
storytellers.

Ian McEwan is a critically acclaimed 
author of short stories and novels for adults. 
His first published work, a collection of 
short stories, First Love, Last Rites, won 
the Somerset Maugham Award. His novels 
include Enduring Love, Amsterdam, which 
won the 1998 Booker Prize, Atonement, 
Saturday, On Chesil Beach, Solar, Sweet 
Tooth and The Children Act.

The North Water
Ian McGuire
NOMINATED BY:
LINC Tasmania, Australia 
Miami-Dade Public Library System, USA 
Milwaukee Public Library, USA

A ship sets sail with 
a killer on board . . .

1859. A man joins 
a whaling ship 
bound for the Arctic 
Circle. Having left 
the British Army 
with his reputation 
in tatters, Patrick 
Sumner has little 
option but to accept 

the position of ship’s surgeon on this 
ill-fated voyage. But when, deep into the 
journey, a cabin boy is discovered brutally 
killed, Sumner finds himself forced to act. 
Soon he will face an evil even greater than 
he had encountered at the siege of Delhi, 
in the shape of Henry Drax: harpooner, 
murderer, monster . . .

Ian McGuire grew up near Hull and 
studied at the University of Manchester 
and the University of Virginia, USA. He is a 
founder and co-director of the University of 
Manchester’s Centre for New Writing. His 
stories have been published in the Chicago 
Review, Paris Review and elsewhere. His 
first novel was Incredible Bodies. The North 
Water is his second novel.

I Will Send Rain
Rae Meadows
NOMINATED BY:
Oklahoma Department of Libraries, USA
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Annie Bell can’t 
escape the dust. It’s 
1934 and the Bell 
farm in Mulehead, 
Oklahoma is 
struggling as the 
earliest storms 
of The Dust Bowl 
descend. All around 
them the wheat 
harvests are drying 
out and people 

are packing up their belongings. As the 
Bells wait for the rains to come, Annie and 
each member of her family are pulled in 
different directions. Annie’s fragile young 
son, Fred, suffers from dust pneumonia; 
her headstrong daughter, Birdie, flush with 
first love, is choosing a dangerous path out 
of Mulehead; and Samuel, her husband, is 
plagued by disturbing dreams of rain.

As Annie, desperate for an escape of her 
own, flirts with the affections of an unlikely 
admirer, she must choose who she is going 
to become. With her warm storytelling and 
beautiful prose, Rae Meadows brings to life 
an unforgettable family that faces hardship 
with rare grit and determination. 

Rae Meadows is the author of Calling Out, 
which received the 2006 Utah Book Award 
for fiction, No One Tells Everything, a Poets 
& Writers Notable Novel, and the widely 
praised novel, Mercy Train. She lives with 
her husband and two daughters in Brooklyn, 
New York.

Bricks and Mortar
Clemens Meyer
Translated from the German by Katy 
Derbyshire

NOMINATED BY:
Stadtbücherei Heidelberg, Germany 
Leipziger Städtische Bibliotheken, Germany

Bricks and Mortar is 
the story of the sex 
trade in a big city 
in the former GDR, 
from just before 
1989 to the present 
day, charting the 
development of 
the industry from 
absolute prohibition 
to full legality in 
the twenty years 

following the reunification of Germany. The 
focus is on the rise and fall of one man from 
football hooligan to large-scale landlord 
and service- provider for prostitutes to, 
ultimately, a man persecuted by those 
he once trusted. But we also hear other 
voices: many different women who work 

in prostitution, their clients, small-time 
gangsters, an ex-jockey searching for his 
drug-addict daughter, a businessman from 
the West, a girl forced into child prostitution, 
a detective, a pirate radio presenter…

Clemens Meyer lives in Leipzig. His 
first novel, Als wir träumten, was a huge 
success and for his second book, Die 
Nacht, die Lichter, a collection of short 
stories, he was awarded the Leipzig Book 
Fair Prize 2008. Bricks and Mortar was 
shortlisted for the German Book Prize and 
was awarded the Bremer Literaturpreis 
2014.

Pleasure
Nthikeng Mohlele
NOMINATED BY:
City of Cape Town Library & Information 
Services, South Africa

The notion of 
pleasure in all its 
guises is one of the 
oldest and most 
enduring grand 
themes of literature, 
presented here 
through the eyes 
and thoughts of 
writer and dreamer 
Milton Mohlele. 
Thoughtful, 

eccentric and besieged by the erotic 
and the sensual, the profane and the 
redemptive, Milton thinks and writes on 
pleasure as it is both experienced and 
imagined.

Drawn against the canvas of wartime 
Europe and modern-day Cape Town, South 
Africa, Milton sacrifices all for glimpses into 
the secrets and deceptions of pleasure – 
and how powerless those apparent insights 
are in the vast scale of life in its glory and 
absurdity.

Nthikeng Mohlele is the author of four 
novels: The Scent of Bliss, Small Things, 
which was translated into Swedish, Rusty 
Bell and Pleasure. Mohlele was listed by 
Bloomsbury Publishing, the Hay Festival 
and the Rainbow Book Club among 
the 39 most promising authors under 
the age of 40 from sub-Saharan Africa 
and the diaspora. He lives and works in 
Johannesburg.

Flannery
Lisa Moore
NOMINATED BY:
Newfoundland & Labrador Public Libraries, 
Canada

Sixteen-year-old 
Flannery Malone 
has it bad. She’s 
been in love with 
Tyrone O’Rourke 
since the days she 
still believed in 
Santa Claus. But 
Tyrone has grown 
from a dorky kid into 
an outlaw graffiti 
artist, the rebel-

with-a-cause of Flannery’s dreams, literally 
too cool for school.

Which is a problem, since he and Flannery 
are partners for the entrepreneurship class 
that she needs to graduate. And Tyrone’s 
vanishing act may have darker causes than 
she realizes.

When Flannery decides to make a love 
potion for her entrepreneurship project, 
rumors that it actually works go viral, and 
she suddenly has a hot commodity on her 
hands. But a series of shattering events 
makes her realize that real-life love is far 
more potent — and potentially damaging — 
than any fairy-tale prescription.

Lisa Moore is the acclaimed author of 
February and Alligator. February was 
named a New Yorker Best Book of the 
Year, and a Globe and Mail Top 100 Book. 
Alligator was a finalist for the Scotiabank 
Giller Prize and won the Commonwealth 
Writers’ Prize (Canada and the Caribbean). 
She lives in St. John’s, Newfoundland.

Distant Light
Antonio Moresco
Translated from the Italian by Richard Dixon

NOMINATED BY:
Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di Roma, Italy

A man lives in 
total solitude in 
an abandoned 
mountain village. 
But a mystery 
disturbs his 
isolation: each 
night at the same 
hour a distant 
light appears on 
the far side of the 
valley. What is it? 

Someone in another deserted village? A 
forgotten street lamp? An alien being? 
Finally the man is driven to discover its 
source. There he finds a young boy who 
also lives alone in a house in the midst of 
the forest. But who really is this child? The 
answer at the secret heart of this novel is 
both uncanny and profoundly touching. 
Antonio Moresco’s work is a moving 
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meditation on life and the universe we 
inhabit. Moresco reflects on the solitude 
and pain of existence, but also on what 
man shares with all around him, living and 
dead.

Antonio Moresco was born in Mantua 
and lives in Milan. He published his first 
collection of short stories, Clandestinità, 
at the age of forty-six. He has gone on to 
publish several more books, among them 
the short novel La cipolla (The Onion), the 
autobiographical Lettere a nessuno (Letters 
to No One) and his novel Gli esordi (The 
Beginning). 

Ladivine
Marie Ndiaye
Translated from the French by Jordan 
Stump

NOMINATED BY:
Katona József Library of Bács-Kiskun 
County, Kecskemét, Hungary

Clarisse Rivière’s 
life is shaped by 
a refusal to admit 
to her husband 
Richard and to her 
daughter Ladivine 
that her mother 
is a poor black 
housekeeper. 
Instead, she 
pretends to be an 
orphan, visiting her 

mother in secret and telling no-one of her 
real identity.

In time, her lies turn against her. Richard 
leaves Clarisse, frustrated by the 
unbridgeable, indecipherable gulf between 
them. Clarisse is devastated, but finds 
solace in a new man, Freddy Moliger, who 
is let into the secret about her mother, and 
is even introduced to her.

But Ladivine, her daughter, who is now 
married herself, cannot shake a bad feeling 
about her mother’s new lover. Centred 
around three generations of women, whose 
seemingly cursed lineage is defined by the 
weight of origins, the pain of alienation and 
the legacy of shame, Ladivine is a beguiling 
story of secrets, lies, guilt and forgiveness.

Marie NDiaye was born in France. She 
published her first novel at seventeen, and 
has won the Prix Femina (Rosie Carpe in 
2001) and the Prix Goncourt (Three Strong 
Women). Her play Papa Doit Manger 
has been taken into the repertoire of the 
Comédie Française. 

Billy Bird
Emma Neale
NOMINATED BY:
Auckland Libraries, New Zealand 
Dunedin Public Libraries, New Zealand

Liam and Iris have 
one son: Billy, a 
bright toddler 
puddling about like 
a penguin, leaving 
surrealist art 
installations all over 
the house. Just as 
they are despairing 
about being able to 
conceive another 
child, Jason comes 

into their family. He arrives under fraught 
circumstances, but might just make a 
perfect sibling for Billy. Jason is a ‘ lovely, 
poor, sad, unfortunate, ordinary, annoying, 
delightful nuisance of a ratbag of a hoot 
of a kid ’ and the boys grow close over the 
ensuing years. But after a terrible accident, 
Billy turns into a bird. He utterly believes it: 
and as his behaviour becomes increasingly 
worrying, Liam and Iris must find a way to 
stop their family flying apart.

Moving, insightful, lyrical and also at 
times very funny, this novel is a supple, 
disarmingly frank exploration of parenthood.

Emma Neale was born in Dunedin. She 
has written six novels including Billy Bird, 
Night Swimming, Little Moon, Relative 
Strangers, Double Take and Fosterling — 
and a number of poetry collections, and 
has edited anthologies of both short 
stories and poetry. She teaches, works in 
publishing and looks after her two young 
sons.

Five Rivers Met on a Wooded 
Plain
Barney Norris
NOMINATED BY:
Norfolk County Council Library Service, UK

‘There exists in all of 
us a song waiting 
to be sung which is 
as heart-stopping 
and vertiginous 
as the peak of the 
cathedral. That is 
the meaning of this 
quiet city, where the 
spire soars into the 
blue, where rivers 
and stories weave 

into one another, where lives intertwine.’

One quiet evening in Salisbury, the peace 
is shattered by a serious car crash. At 
that moment, five lives collide – a flower 
seller, a schoolboy, an army wife, a security 
guard, a widower – all facing their own 
personal disasters. As one of those lives 
hangs in the balance, the stories of all five 
unwind, drawn together by connection 
and coincidence into a web of love, grief, 
disenchantment and hope that perfectly 
represents the joys and tragedies of small 
town life.

Barney Norris was born in Sussex, and 
grew up in Salisbury. He founded the 
theatre company Up In Arms. He won the 
Critics’ Circle and Offwestend Awards for 
Most Promising Playwright for his debut 
full-length play Visitors. He is the Martin 
Esslin Playwright in Residence at Keble 
College, Oxford. This is his first novel.

Lying in Wait
Liz Nugent
NOMINATED BY:
Waterford City & County Libraries, Ireland

‘My husband did not 
mean to kill Annie 
Doyle, but the lying 
tramp deserved it.’

Lydia Fitzsimons 
lives in the perfect 
house with her 
adoring husband 
and beloved son. 
There is just one 
thing Lydia yearns 

for to make her perfect life complete, 
though the last thing she expects is that 
pursuing it will lead to murder. However, 
needs must - because nothing can stop this 
mother from getting what she wants.

Before becoming a full-time writer Liz 
Nugent worked in Irish film, theatre 
and television. In 2014 her first novel, 
Unravelling Oliver, was a Number One 
bestseller and won the Crime Fiction 
Prize in the 2014 Irish Book Awards. Her 
second novel, Lying in Wait, went straight to 
Number One in the Irish bestseller charts, 
remained there for nearly two months and 
won her a second IBA. She lives in Dublin 
with her husband.

The Woman Next Door
Yewande Omotoso
NOMINATED BY:
City of Cape Town Library & Information 
Services, South Africa
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Hortensia and 
Marion are next 
door neighbours 
in a charming, 
bougainvillea-laden 
Cape Town suburb. 
One is black, one 
white. Both are 
successful women 
with impressive 
careers behind 
them. Both have 

recently been widowed. Both are in their 
eighties. And both are sworn enemies, 
sharing hedge and hostility pruned with 
zeal.

But one day an unforeseen event forces the 
women together. Could long-held mutual 
loathing transform into friendship?

Love thy neighbour? Easier said than done.

Yewande Omotoso was born in Barbados 
and grew up in Nigeria, moving to South 
Africa with her family in 1992. She is the 
author of Bom Boy, published in South 
Africa in 2011. In 2012 she won the South 
African Literary Award for First-Time 
Published Author and was shortlisted for 
the South African Sunday Times Fiction 
Prize. In 2013 she was a finalist in the 
inaugural, pan-African Etisalat Fiction Prize. 
She lives in Johannesburg.

Judas
Amos Oz
Translated from the Hebrew by Nicholas de 
Lange

NOMINATED BY:
Biblioteca Demonstrativa Maria da 
Conceição Moreira Salles, Brasilia, Brazil 
Bibliotheken der Stadt Mainz, Germany

Shmuel – a young, 
idealistic student 

– has abandoned 
his studies in 
Jerusalem, taking 
a live-in job as a 
companion to a 
cantankerous old 
man. But Shmuel 
quickly becomes 
obsessed with the 
taciturn Atalia, a 

woman of enchanting beauty, who also 
lives in the house. As the household’s 
tangled, tragic past becomes apparent, so 
too does the story behind the birth of the 
state of Israel. Journeying back into the 
deep past, Judas is a love story like no other, 
by a master storyteller at the height of his 
powers.

Born in Jerusalem in 1939, Amos Oz is the 
internationally acclaimed author of many 
novels and essay collections, translated 
into over 30 languages, including recently 
his brilliant semi-autobiographical work, A 
Tale of Love and Darkness. He has received 
several international awards, including the 
Prix Femina, the Israel Prize, the Goethe 
Prize, the Frankfurt Peace Prize and the 
2013 Franz Kafka Prize. He lives in Israel.

Version Control
Dexter Palmer
NOMINATED BY:
Free Library of Philadelphia, USA

Although Rebecca 
Wright has pieced 
her life back 
together after a 
major tragedy, she 
can’t shake a sense 
that the world 
around her feels 
off-kilter. Meanwhile, 
her husband’s 
dedication to his 
invention, “the 

causality violation device” (which he would 
greatly prefer you not call a time machine) 
has effectively stalled his career—but he 
may be closer to success than either of 
them can possibly imagine. Emotionally 
powerful and wickedly intelligent, 
Version Control is a stunningly prescient 
novel about the effects of science and 
technology on our lives, our friendships, 
and our sense of self that will alter the way 
you see the future—and the present.

Dexter Palmer’s first novel, The Dream of 
Perpetual Motion, was selected as one of 
the best fiction debuts of 2010 by Kirkus 
Reviews. Palmer lives in Princeton, New 
Jersey.

Anatomy of a Soldier
Harry Parker
NOMINATED BY:
M. Rudomino State Library for Foreign 
Literature, Moscow, Russia

Imagine if your 
whole life changed 
in the blink of an 
eye . . .

Captain Tom 
Barnes is leading 
British troops into a 
war zone when he 
is gravely injured by 

an exploding IED. This devastating moment 
and the transformative months that follow 
are narrated here by forty-five objects, 
telling one unforgettable story.

Harry Parker grew up in Wiltshire. He was 
educated at Falmouth College of Art and 
University College London. He joined the 
British Army when he was 23 and served in 
Iraq in 2007 and Afghanistan in 2009 as a 
Captain. He is now a writer and artist and 
lives in London.

Commonwealth
Ann Patchett
NOMINATED BY:
Winnipeg Public Library, Canada 
Laramie County Library System, Cheyenne, 
USA 
Lincoln Library, Springfield, USA 
LeRoy Collins Leon County Public Library 
System, Tallahassee, USA

One Sunday 
afternoon in 
Southern California, 
Bert Cousins 
shows up at 
Franny Keating’s 
christening party 
uninvited. Before 
evening falls, he 
has kissed Franny’s 
mother, Beverly—
thus setting in 

motion the dissolution of their marriages 
and the joining of two families.

Spanning five decades, Commonwealth 
explores how this chance encounter 
reverberates through the lives of the four 
parents and six children involved. Spending 
summers together in Virginia, the Keating 
and Cousins children forge a lasting bond 
that is based on a shared disillusionment 
with their parents and the strange and 
genuine affection that grows up between 
them.

When, in her twenties, Franny begins an 
affair with the legendary author Leon Posen 
and tells him about her family, the story of 
her siblings is no longer hers to control. 
Their childhood becomes the basis for his 
wildly successful book, ultimately forcing 
them to come to terms with their losses, 
their guilt, and the deeply loyal connection 
they feel for one another.

Ann Patchett is the author of six novels 
and three books of nonfiction. She has won 
many prizes, including Britain’s Orange 
Prize and the PEN/Faulkner Prize. Her 
work has been translated into more than 
thirty languages. She lives in Nashville, 
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Tennessee, where she is the co-owner of 
Parnassus Books.

The Essex Serpent
Sarah Perry
NOMINATED BY:
Liverpool City Libraries, UK 
Redbridge Libraries, London, UK 
Nottingham City Libraries, UK

London, 1893. 
When Cora 
Seaborne’s 
controlling husband 
dies, she steps 
into her new life 
as a widow with 
as much relief as 
sadness. She leaves 
town for Essex, in 
the hope that fresh 
air and open space 

will provide refuge.

On arrival, rumours reach them that the 
mythical Essex Serpent, once said to roam 
the marshes, has returned to the coastal 
parish of Aldwinter. Cora, a keen amateur 
naturalist is enthralled, convinced that what 
the local people think is a magical beast 
may be a yet-undiscovered species. As she 
sets out on its trail, she is introduced to 
William Ransome, Aldwinter’s vicar, who is 
also deeply suspicious of the rumours. 

As he tries to calm his parishioners, Will 
and Cora strike up an intense relationship, 
and although they agree on absolutely 
nothing, they find themselves at once 
drawn together and torn apart, affecting 
each other in ways that surprise them both.

Sarah Perry was born in Essex in 1979. 
After Me Comes the Flood, her first novel, 
was longlisted for the Guardian First 
Book Award and the Folio Prize, and won 
the East Anglian Book of the Year Award 
in 2014. The Essex Serpent was widely 
acclaimed and a number one bestseller. 
Her work is being translated into fifteen 
languages. She lives in Norwich.

La Superba
Ilja Leonard Pfeijffer
Translated from the Dutch by Michele 
Hutchison

NOMINATED BY:
The Libraries of The Hague, The 
Netherlands

La Superba is a 
Rabelaisian stylistic 
tour-de-force set 
in Genoa, the 
labyrinthine port 
city (nicknamed ‘La 
Superba’) where 
the author has lived 
for the last six years. 
Migration, legal 
and illegal, is the 
central theme of 

this autobiographical novel about a writer 
who becomes trapped in his walk on the 
wild side in a mysterious and exotic Old 
World city.

Pfeijffer’s novel tells the story of Europe 
today. A wholly postmodern ode to the 
imagination that lovingly describes the 
magical city that Pfeijffer calls home, 
Genoa, Italy. The novel won the Libris 
Literatuur Prijs 2014. 

Ilja Leonard Pfeijffer a classicist by 
training, made his debut with the poetry 
collection van de vierkante man (of the 
square man, 1999). He has written stage 
plays, essays, columns, travel accounts, 
stories, political satires and four novels 
written in the spirit of Rabelais. 

Black Deutschland
Darryl Pinckney
NOMINATED BY:
Los Angeles Public Library, USA

Jed—young, gay, 
black, out of 
rehab and out 
of prospects in 
his hometown of 
Chicago—flees 
to the city of 
his fantasies, 
a museum of 
modernism and 
decadence: Berlin. 
The paradise 

that tyranny created, the subsidized city 
isolated behind the Berlin Wall, is where 
he’s chosen to become the figure that he 
so admires, the black American expatriate. 
Newly sober and nostalgic for the Weimar 
days of Isherwood and Auden, Jed arrives 
to chase boys and to escape from what it 
means to be a black male in America.

But history, both personal and political, 
can’t be avoided with time or distance. In 
the age of Reagan and AIDS in a city on the 
verge of tearing down its walls, he clambers 
toward some semblance of adulthood 
amid the outcasts and expats, intellectuals 
and artists, queers and misfits. And, on 

occasion, the city keeps its Isherwood 
promises and the boy he kisses, incredibly, 
kisses him back.

Darryl Pinckney is the author of a novel, 
High Cotton, and two works of nonfiction, 
Blackballed: The Black Vote and US 
Democracy and Out There: Mavericks of 
Black Literature. He has also collaborated 
with Robert Wilson on theatre projects, 
most recently an adaption of Daniil Kharm’s 
The Old Woman. He lives in New York.

The Attempt
Magdaléna Platzová
Translated from the Czech by Alex Zucker

NOMINATED BY:
Regional Library of Karviná, Karviná-
Mizerov, Czech Republic 
Městská knihovna Třinec, Czech Republic 
Multnomah County Library, Portland, USA

When a Czech 
historian becomes 
convinced he’s the 
illegitimate great-
grandson of an 
infamous anarchist 
who attempted an 
assassination while 
living in the United 
States, he travels 
to New York to 
investigate. Arriving 

in Manhattan during the height of the 
Occupy Wall Street movement, his research 
takes him further back into the past—from 
the Pittsburgh home of a nineteenth-
century US industrialist to 1920s Europe, 
where a celebrated anarchist couple is on 
the run from the law.

Based on the lives of Alexander Berkman 
and Emma Goldman, The Attempt is a 
novel about the legacy of radical politics 
and relationships—one that traverses 
centuries and continents to deliver a 
moving, powerful story of personal and 
political transformation.

Magdaléna Platzová is the author of six 
books, including two novels published in 
English: Aaron’s Leap, a Lidové Noviny 
Book of the Year Award finalist, and The 
Attempt. Her fiction has also appeared in A 
Public Space and Words Without Borders. 
She is now a freelance journalist based in 
Lyon, France.
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Sergio Y.
Alexandre Vidal Porto
Translated from the Portuguese by Alex 
Ladd

NOMINATED BY:
Biblioteca Demonstrativa Maria da 
Conceição Moreira Salles, Brasilia, Brazil

Armando is one of 
the most renowned 
therapists in São 
Paulo. One of his 
patients, a 17-year-
old boy by the name 
of Sergio, abruptly 
interrupts his 
course of therapy 
after a trip to New 
York. Sergio’s 
cursory explanation 

to Armando is that he has finally found his 
own path to happiness and must pursue it.

For years, without any further news of 
Sergio, Armando wonders what happened 
to his patient. He subsequently learns that 
Sergio is living a happy life in New York 
and that he is now a woman, Sandra. Not 
long after this startling discovery, however, 
Armando is shocked to read about Sandra’s 
unexpected death. In an attempt to discover 
the truth about Sergio and Sandra’s life, 
Armando starts investigating on his own.

Sergio Y. is a unique and moving story 
about gender, identity, and the search for 
happiness.

Alexandre Vidal Porto was born in São 
Paulo. His fiction has appeared in some of 
the most respected literary publications in 
Brazil and also abroad. Sergio Y. was the 
winner of the Parana Literary Prize for best 
novel.

By Gaslight
Steven Price
NOMINATED BY:
Halifax Public Libraries, Canada

London, 1885. In 
a city of fog and 
darkness, the 
notorious thief 
Edward Shade 
exists only as a 
ghost, a fabled 
con, a thief of other 
men’s futures. 
William Pinkerton is 
the son of a brutal 
detective. His father 

died without ever tracing Shade; William, 
still reeling from his loss, is determined to 
drag the thief out of the shadows. Adam 

Foole is a gentleman haunted by a love 
affair ten years gone. When he receives a 
letter from his lost beloved, he returns to 
London in search of her; what he learns 
of her fate, and its connection to the man 
known as Shade, will force him to confront 
a grief he thought long-buried. 

What follows is a fog-enshrouded hunt 
through sewers, opium dens, drawing 
rooms, and seance halls. Above all, it is 
the story of the most unlikely of bonds: 
between William Pinkerton, the greatest 
detective of his age, and Adam Foole, the 
one man who may hold the key to finding 
Edward Shade.

Steven Price is the author of two award-
winning poetry books, Anatomy of Keys, 
winner of the Gerald Lampert Award, and 
Omens in the Year of the Ox, winner of 
the ReLit Award. His first novel, Into That 
Darkness, was published by Thomas Allen 
to acclaim in 2011. He lives in Victoria, B.C.

Barkskins
Annie Proulx
NOMINATED BY:
Cape Breton Regional Library, Sydney, 
Canada 
Stadtbücherei Frankfurt am Main, Germany 
Dunedin Public Libraries, New Zealand 
Miami-Dade Public Library System, USA

In the late 
seventeenth 
century, two 
penniless young 
Frenchmen, Ren 
Sel and Charles 
Duquet, arrive 
in New France. 
Bound to a feudal 
lord, a seigneur, 
for three years in 
exchange for land, 

they become wood-cutters barkskins. Ren 
suffers extraordinary hardship, oppressed 
by the forest he is charged with clearing. 
He is forced to marry a Mi’kmaw woman 
and their descendants live trapped 
between two inimical cultures. But Duquet, 
crafty and ruthless, runs away from the 
seigneur, becomes a fur trader, then sets 
up a timber business. 

Proulx tells the stories of the descendants 
of Sel and Duquet over three hundred 
years, their travels across North America, 
to Europe, China, and New Zealand, under 
stunningly brutal conditions. Over and 
over again, they seize what they can of a 
presumed infinite resource, leaving the 
modern-day characters face to face with 
possible ecological collapse.

Annie Proulx is the author of eight books, 

including the novel The Shipping News. 
Her many honours include a Pulitzer Prize, 
a National Book Award, the Irish Times 
International fiction Prize and a PEN/
Faulkner award. Her story Brokeback 
Mountain, which originally appeared in the 
New Yorker, was made into an Academy 
Award-winning film. She lives in Seattle. 

The Hill
Ivica Prtenjača
Translated from the Croatian by Tomislav 
Kuzmanović

NOMINATED BY:
Gradska knjižnice Rijeka, Croatia

The Hill’s 
protagonist, and 
the novel’s narrator, 
is a former public 
relations officer at 
a publishing house 
and the Museum 
of Modern Art 
who abandons 
his bourgeois 
existence, book 
launches, exhibition 

openings, invitations and speeches in 
order to climb the hill that dominates the 
landscape of an unnamed island in the 
Adriatic and spend the whole summer at 
a deserted army blockhouse where he will 
guard the island from forest fire. There, in 
the company of a dog and an old donkey, 
he sees his life reach its climax. This 
is a deeply unsettling text, loaded with 
emotions almost to the point of breaking, 
full of traumatic experiences of a collapsed, 
imploded urban individual searching for the 
meaning of life. Will he find his catharsis?

Ivica Prtenjača was born in Rijeka. He has 
published five books of poetry, a novel, a 
play, a book of stories with culinary recipes, 
and won a number of awards for his work. 
Some of his poems and books have been 
translated into some twenty languages. His 
work has been included in a number of 
anthologies, selections, panoramas and 
histories of Croatian literature. He lives and 
works in Zagreb. 

Freya
Anthony Quinn
NOMINATED BY:
Tampere City Library – Pirkanmaa Regional 
Library, Finland

T
H

E 
20

18
 L

O
N

G
LI

ST

www.dublinliteraryaward.ie32



including the novel The Shipping News. 
Her many honours include a Pulitzer Prize, 
a National Book Award, the Irish Times 
International fiction Prize and a PEN/
Faulkner award. Her story Brokeback 
Mountain, which originally appeared in the 
New Yorker, was made into an Academy 
Award-winning film. She lives in Seattle. 

The Hill
Ivica Prtenjača
Translated from the Croatian by Tomislav 
Kuzmanović

NOMINATED BY:
Gradska knjižnice Rijeka, Croatia

The Hill’s 
protagonist, and 
the novel’s narrator, 
is a former public 
relations officer at 
a publishing house 
and the Museum 
of Modern Art 
who abandons 
his bourgeois 
existence, book 
launches, exhibition 

openings, invitations and speeches in 
order to climb the hill that dominates the 
landscape of an unnamed island in the 
Adriatic and spend the whole summer at 
a deserted army blockhouse where he will 
guard the island from forest fire. There, in 
the company of a dog and an old donkey, 
he sees his life reach its climax. This 
is a deeply unsettling text, loaded with 
emotions almost to the point of breaking, 
full of traumatic experiences of a collapsed, 
imploded urban individual searching for the 
meaning of life. Will he find his catharsis?

Ivica Prtenjača was born in Rijeka. He has 
published five books of poetry, a novel, a 
play, a book of stories with culinary recipes, 
and won a number of awards for his work. 
Some of his poems and books have been 
translated into some twenty languages. His 
work has been included in a number of 
anthologies, selections, panoramas and 
histories of Croatian literature. He lives and 
works in Zagreb. 

Freya
Anthony Quinn
NOMINATED BY:
Tampere City Library – Pirkanmaa Regional 
Library, Finland

Freya Wyley meets 
Nancy Holdaway 
amid the wild 
celebrations of VE 
Day, the prelude 
to a devoted 
and competitive 
friendship…

Freya, ambitious 
and outspoken, 
pursues a career 

on Fleet Street while Nancy, less self-
confident, struggles to get her first novel 
published. Both friends become entangled 
with Robert Cosway, a charismatic young 
man whose own ambition will have a 
momentous bearing on their lives.

Flitting from war-haunted Oxford to the 
bright new shallows of the 1960s, Freya 
plots the unpredictable course of a 
woman’s life and loves in extraordinary 
times.

Anthony Quinn was born in Liverpool 
in 1964. He is the author of six novels: 
The Rescue Man, which won the 2009 
Authors’ Club Best First Novel Award; Half 
of the Human Race; The Streets, which 
was shortlisted for the 2013 Walter Scott 
Prize; Curtain Call, which was chosen for 
Waterstones and Mail on Sunday Book 
Clubs; Freya, a Radio 2 Book Club choice 
and Eureka.

The Bird Tribunal
Agnes Ravatn
Translated from the Norwegian by Rosie 
Hedger

NOMINATED BY:
Aleph - Stavanger Bibliotek, Norway

Two people in exile. 
Two secrets. As the 
past tightens its 
grip, there may be 
no escape…

TV presenter Allis 
Hagtorn leaves 
her partner and 
her job to take 
voluntary exile in 
a remote house 

on an isolated fjord. But her new job as 
housekeeper and gardener is not all that 
it seems, and her silent, surly employer, 
44-year-old Sigurd Bagge, is not the old 
man she expected. As they await the return 
of his wife from her travels, their silent, 
uneasy encounters develop into a chilling, 
obsessive relationship, and it becomes 
clear that atonement for past sins may not 
be enough…

Haunting, consuming and powerful, The 
Bird Tribunal is a taut, exquisitely written 
psychological thriller that builds to a 
shocking, dramatic crescendo that will 
leave you breathless.

Agnes Ravatn is an author and columnist. 
She made her literary début with the novel 
Week 53 in 2007. Her second novel, The 
Bird Tribunal, is a strange and captivating 
story about shame, guilt and atonement. 
Ravatn received The cultural radio P2’s 
listener’s prize for this novel, a popular and 
important prize in Norway.

Today I Learned It Was You
Edward Riche
NOMINATED BY:
Newfoundland & Labrador Public Libraries, 
Canada

When a retired actor 
who frequents a city 
park is purported 
to be transitioning 
from man to 
deer, municipal 
authorities 
in St. John’s, 
Newfoundland, 
find themselves 
confronted by an 
exasperatingly 

difficult problem.

Complications mount as advocates, 
bureaucrats, police, and local politicians 
try to corral the situation, which escalates 
into an even bigger problem after the story 
blows up on Facebook. Leading the charge 
is the mayor himself. A former professional 
hockey player and local hero, Mayor Matt 
Olford is juggling a number of personal 
challenges on top of his city’s man-deer 
problem: his wife has become a born-again 
Christian and he’s found himself attracted 
to one of his colleagues at City Hall. When 
the Prime Minister’s office calls to ask 
if he’ll run as a Conservative in the next 
federal election, Mayor Olford finds himself 
at a crossroads: Surrender his political 
values or remain as the sole voice of reason 
on the increasingly ineffective city council?

Edward Riche is an award-winning writer 
for page, stage, and screen. His first novel, 
Rare Birds, was adapted into a major 
motion picture starring William Hurt and 
Molly Parker, and his second novel, The 
Nine Planets, was a Globe and Mail Best 
Book and won the Thomas Raddall Head 
Award. He lives in St. John’s, Newfoundland.

The Museum of Modern Love
Heather Rose
NOMINATED BY:
National Library of Australia, Canberra 
LINC Tasmania, Australia 
State Library of New South Wales, Sydney, 
Australia

‘Art will wake you 
up. Art will break 
your heart. There 
will be glorious 
days. If you want 
eternity you must 
be fearless.’ 

Arky Levin is a film 
composer in New 
York separated from 
his wife, who has 

asked him to keep one devastating promise. 
One day he finds his way to The Atrium 
at MOMA and sees Marina Abramovic 
in The Artist is Present. The performance 
continues for seventy-five days and, as it 
unfolds, so does Arky. As he watches and 
meets other people drawn to the exhibit, he 
slowly starts to understand what might be 
missing in his life and what he must do.

This dazzlingly original novel asks beguiling 
questions about the nature of art, life and 
love and finds a way to answer them. 

Heather Rose’s novels span adult literary 
fiction, children’s literature, fantasy/sci-fi 
and crime. She was the inaugural Writer in 
Residence at The Museum of Old and New 
Art (MoNA) in Hobart 2012-13 where she 
did much of the research for The Museum 
of Modern Love, which is her 7th novel.

Last Half of the Year
Paul Rowe
NOMINATED BY:
Newfoundland & Labrador Public Libraries, 
Canada

Jason Dade, 
quixotic hero of this 
1970s coming-of-
age novel, is on a 
quest.

He must decipher 
cryptic signs on 
his journey to 
meet an elusive 
figure known only 
as The Man. His 

father, Saul Dade, broods restlessly at hope, 
helpless to intervene. Their interwoven 
narratives include idyllic descriptions of 
rural childhood, the grim spectre of war, the 
harsh realities of leaving the nest … and 
finding the way back home.
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The Last Half of the Year renews the 
age-old configuration of innocence 
and experience in this, at times, darkly 
humourous story of a father and son whose 
lives cast shadows over one another across 
time.

It is a book about generations, the passage 
of time, and the reckless and resilience of 
youth.

Paul Rowe is a writer, actor, and teacher. 
He has written, directed, and performed 
extensively during a theatre career 
spanning three decades. The Last Half of 
the Year is his second novel. His first novel, 
The Silent Time, was a finalist for the 2008 
Winterset Award. Paul Rowe lives in St. 
John’s.

All We Shall Know
Donal Ryan
NOMINATED BY:
Limerick City & County Libraries, Ireland

‘Martin Toppy 
is the son of a 
famous Traveller 
and the father of 
my unborn child. 
He’s seventeen, I’m 
thirty-three. I was 
his teacher. I’d have 
killed myself by 
now if I was brave 
enough. 

Melody Shee is alone and in trouble. Her 
husband doesn’t take her news too well. 
She doesn’t want to tell her father yet 
because he’s a good man and this could 
break him. She’s trying to stay in the 
moment, but the future is looming – larger 
by the day – while the past won’t let her 
go. What she did to Breedie Flynn all those 
years ago still haunts her.

It’s a good thing that she meets Mary 
Crothery when she does. Mary is a young 
Traveller woman, and she knows more 
about Melody than she lets on. She might 
just save Melody’s life.

Donal Ryan is from Nenagh in County 
Tipperary. His first two novels, The Spinning 
Heart and The Thing About December, 
and his short story collection A Slanting of 
the Sun, have all been published to major 
acclaim. Donal holds a Writing Fellowship 
at the University of Limerick. He lives with 
his wife Anne Marie and their two children 
just outside Limerick City.

Cry, Mother Spain
Lydie Salvayre
Translated from the French by Ben Faccini

NOMINATED BY:
Bibliothèque Municipale de Reims, France 
Münchner Stadtbibliothek, Germany 
Bibliothèques Municipales Genève, 
Switzerland

Aged fifteen, as 
Franco’s forces 
begin their 
murderous purges 
and cities across 
Spain rise up 
against the old 
order, Montse has 
never heard the 
word fascista 
before. Montse lives 
in a small village, 

high in the hills, where few people can read 
or write and fewer still ever leave. If 
everything goes according to her mother’s 
plan, Montse will never leave either. 

But Montse’s world is changing. Her 
brother José has just returned from Lérida 
with a red and black scarf and a new, 
dangerous vocabulary and his words are 
beginning to open up new realms to his 
little sister. She might not understand 
half of what he says, but how can anyone 
become a maid in the Burgos family 
when their head is ringing with shouts of 
Revolución, Comunidad and Libertad?

Lydie Salvayre is a former psychiatrist, 
who grew up near Toulouse after her exiled 
republican parents fled Franco’s regime. As 
a child she spoke Spanish, only learning 
French after starting school. Her novel 
La Compagnie des spectres won the Prix 
Novembre in 1997 and was named Book of 
the Year by Lire. Pas Pleurer won the Prix 
Goncourt in 2014.

Panorama
Dušan Šarotar 
Translated from the Slovene by Rawley Grau

NOMINATED BY: 
Maribor Public Library, Slovenia

Deftly blending 
fiction, history and 
journalism, Dušan 
Šarotar takes 
the reader on a 
deeply reflective 
yet kaleidoscopic 
journey from 
northern to 
southern Europe. 
In a manner 
reminiscent of W.G. 

Sebald, he supplements his engrossing 
narrative with photographs, which help 
to blur the lines between fiction and 
journalism. The writer’s experience of 

landscape is bound up in a personal yet 
elusive search for self-discovery, as he 
and a diverse group of international fellow 
travellers relate in their distinctive and 
memorable voices their unique stories and 
common quest for somewhere they might 
call home.

Dušan Šarotar is a Slovenian writer, poet, 
screenwriter and photographer. He has 
published five novels, two collections of 
short stories, three poetry collections and 
a book of essays. Šarotar is also author of 
fifteen screenplays for documentary and 
feature films.

The Tobacconist
Robert Seethaler
Translated from the German by Charlotte 
Collins

NOMINATED BY:
Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin, 
Germany 
Bibliotheken der Stadt Mainz, Germany 
Dublin City Public Libraries, Ireland

When seventeen-
year-old Franz 
exchanges his 
home in the 
idyllic beauty of 
the Austrian lake 
district for the 
bustle of Vienna, 
his homesickness 
quickly dissolves 
amidst the thrum of 
the city. In his role 

as apprentice to the elderly tobacconist 
Otto Trsnyek, he will soon be supplying 
the great and good of Vienna with their 
newspapers and cigarettes. Among the 
regulars is a Professor Freud, whose 
predilection for cigars and occasional 
willingness to dispense romantic advice 
will forge a bond between him and young 
Franz.

It is 1937. In a matter of months Germany 
will annex Austria and the storm that 
has been threatening to engulf the little 
tobacconist will descend, leaving the 
lives of Franz, Otto and Professor Freud 
irredeemably changed.

Robert Seethaler was born in Vienna 
in 1966 and is the author of several 
novels including A Whole Life and The 
Tobacconist. A Whole Life was a top ten-
bestseller in Germany, and has garnered 
huge acclaim.

Scythe
Neal Shusterman
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NOMINATED BY:
Pikes Peak Library District, Colorado 
Springs, USA

A world with no 
hunger, no disease, 
no war, no misery: 
humanity has 
conquered all those 
things, and has 
even conquered 
death. Now Scythes 
are the only ones 
who can end life—
and they are 
commanded to do 

so, in order to keep the size of the 
population under control.

Citra and Rowan are chosen to apprentice 
to a scythe—a role that neither wants. 
These teens must master the “art” of taking 
life, knowing that the consequence of 
failure could mean losing their own.

Scythe is the first novel of a thrilling new 
series by National Book Award–winning 
author Neal Shusterman in which Citra and 
Rowan learn that a perfect world comes 
only with a heavy price.

Neal Shusterman is the New York Times 
bestselling author of more than thirty 
award-winning books for children, teens, 
and adults. He also writes screenplays 
for motion pictures and television shows. 
The father of four children, Neal lives in 
California. 

Why Did You Lie?
Yrsa Sigurdardottir
Translated from the Icelandic by Victoria 
Cribb

NOMINATED BY:
Reykjavík City Library, Iceland

A standalone 
thriller from the 
prizewinning Queen 
of Nordic Noir and 
author of the Thora 
Gudmundsdottir 
series. 

A journalist on the 
track of an old case 
attempts suicide.

An ordinary couple 
return from a house swap in the states to 
find their home in disarray and their guests 
seemingly missing. Four strangers struggle 
to find shelter on a windswept spike of rock 
in the middle of a raging sea.

They have one thing in common: they all 
lied. And someone is determined to punish 
them...

Why Did You Lie? is a terrifying tale of long-
delayed retribution from Iceland’s Queen of 
Suspense.

Author of the bestselling Thora 
Gudmundsdottir crime series and several 
stand-alone thrillers, Yrsa Sigurdardottir 
was born in Reykjavik, Iceland. She made 
her crime fiction debut in 2005 with Last 
Rituals, the first instalment in the Thora 
Gudmundsdottir series, and has been 
translated into more than 30 languages. 

The Black Widow
Daniel Silva
NOMINATED BY:
Biblioteca Municipal de Oeiras, Portugal 
Biblioteca Pública Municipal do Porto, 
Portugal

Gabriel Allon, the 
art restorer, spy, and 
assassin is poised 
to become the chief 
of Israel’s secret 
intelligence service. 
But on the eve of his 
promotion, events 
conspire to lure him 
into the field for one 
final operation. ISIS 
has detonated a 

massive bomb in the Marais district of Paris, 
and a desperate French government wants 
Gabriel to eliminate the man responsible 
before he can strike again.

The Black Widow reveals itself as Silva’s 
most timely and powerful novel yet. This 
electrifying thriller showcases Silva’s 
consummate skill and brilliant imagination, 
and is sure to be a must read for his 
multitude of current and future fans.

Daniel Silva is the award-winning, #1 New 
York Times bestselling author 18 novels. 
His books are published in more than thirty 
countries and are bestsellers around the 
world. He serves on the United States 
Holocaust Memorial Council and lives in 
Florida with his wife and their two children.

The Core of the Sun
Johanna Sinisalo
Translated from the Finnish by Lola Rogers

NOMINATED BY:
Helsinki City Library, Finland 
Chicago Public Library, USA

Set in an alternative 
historical present, 
in a “eusistocracy”—
an extreme welfare 
state—this novel  
follows a young 
woman whose 
growing addiction 
to illegal chili 
peppers leads her 
on an adventure 
into a world where 

love, sex, and free will are all controlled by 
the state. The Eusistocratic Republic of 
Finland has bred a new human sub-species 
of receptive, submissive women, called eloi, 
for sex and procreation, while intelligent, 
independent women are relegated to 
menial labor and sterilized. Vanna, raised as 
an eloi but secretly intelligent, needs 
money to help her doll-like sister, Manna. 
Vanna forms a friendship with a man 
named Jare, and they become involved in 
buying and selling a stimulant known to the 
Health Authority to be extremely 
dangerous: chili peppers. Then Manna 
disappears, and Jare comes across a 
strange religious cult in possession of the 
Core of the Sun, a chili so hot that it is 
rumored to cause hallucinations. Does this 
chili have effects that justify its prohibition? 
How did Finland turn into the North Korea 
of Europe? And will Vanna succeed in her 
quest to find her sister?

Johanna Sinisalo is the author of the 
novels Troll: A Love Story, Birdbrain, and 
The Blood of Angels. She has won several 
literary prizes and her works have been 
translated into nineteen languages. She 
lives in Finland.

Moonstone – the boy who never 
was
Sjón
Translated from the Icelandic by Victoria 
Cribb

NOMINATED BY:
Reykjavík City Library, Iceland

The year is 1918 
and in Iceland the 
erupting volcano 
Katla can be seen 
colouring the sky 
night and day 
from the streets of 
Reykjavik. Yet life 
in the small capital 
carries on as usual, 
despite the natural 
disaster, a shortage 

of coal and, in the outside world, the Great 
War grinding on.

There, sixteen-year-old Máni Steinn lives 
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for the new fashion - the movies. Asleep 
he dreams altered versions of them, their 
tapestry of events threaded with strands 
from his own life. Awake he hovers on the 
fringes of society. But then the Spanish flu 
epidemic comes ashore, killing hundreds 
and driving thousands into their sick beds. 
The shadows of existence deepen and for 
Máni everything changes.

Capturing Iceland at a moment of profound 
transformation, this is the story of a misfit 
in a place where life and death, reality and 
imagination, secrets and revelations jostle 
for dominance. 

Born in Reykjavik, Sjón is a celebrated 
Icelandic author. He won the Nordic 
Council’s Literary Prize for his novel The 
Blue Fox and the novel From The Mouth 
Of The Whale was shortlisted for both the 
International IMPAC Dublin Literary Award 
and the Independent Foreign Fiction Prize. 
His novels have been translated into thirty 
languages. 

Vigil
Angela Slatter
NOMINATED BY:
State Library of Queensland, Brisbane, 
Australia

Verity Fassbinder 
has her feet in two 
worlds. 

The daughter of 
one human and 
one Weyrd parent, 
she has very little 
power herself, but 
does claim unusual 
strength - and 
the ability to walk 

between us and the other - as a couple of 
her talents. As such a rarity, she is charged 
with keeping the peace between both 
races, and ensuring the Weyrd remain 
hidden from us.

But now Sirens are dying, illegal wine 
made from the tears of human children is 
for sale - and in the hands of those Weyrd 
who hold with the old ways - and someone 
has released an unknown and terrifyingly 
destructive force on the streets of Brisbane. 

And Verity must investigate - or risk ancient 
forces carving our world apart.

Angela Slatter is the award-winning author 
of eight short story collections. She has 
won the World Fantasy Award, the British 
Fantasy Award and five Aurealis Awards. 
Her work has been translated into Spanish, 
Russian, Polish, Romanian, and Japanese. 
Angela lives in Brisbane, Australia.

The Last Painting of Sara de Vos
Dominic Smith
NOMINATED BY:
National Library of Australia, Canberra

In 1631, Sara de Vos 
is admitted to the 
Guild of St. Luke in 
Holland as a master 
painter, the first 
woman to be so 
honoured. Three 
hundred years later, 
only one work 
attributed to de Vos 
is known to remain 

- a haunting winter 
scene, At the Edge of a Wood, which hangs 
over the Manhattan bed of a wealthy 
descendant of the original owner. An 
Australian grad student, Ellie Shipley, 
struggling to stay afloat in New York, agrees 
to paint a forgery of the landscape, a 
decision that will haunt her. Because now, 
half a century later, she’s curating an 
exhibition of female Dutch painters, and 
both versions threaten to arrive.

The Last Painting of Sara de Vos 
mesmerises while it grapples with the 
demands of the artistic life, showing how 
the deceits of the past can forge the 
present. 

Dominic Smith is the author of three 
previously published novels from Atria; 
The Mercury Visions of Louis Daguerre, 
The Beautiful Miscellaneous and Bright 
and Distant Shores. His awards include a 
Dobie Paisano Fellowship, the Sherwood 
Anderson Fiction Prize and the Gulf Coast 
Fiction Prize. 

Swing Time
Zadie Smith
NOMINATED BY:
Openbare Bibliotheek Gent, Belgium 
Denver Public Library, USA 
Hartford Public Library, USA 
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, USA 
Lincoln Library, Springfield, USA

Two brown girls 
dream of being 
dancers—but only 
one, Tracey, has 
talent. The other 
has ideas: about 
rhythm and time, 
about black bodies 
and black music, 
what constitutes 
a tribe, or makes 
a person truly free. 

It’s a close but complicated childhood 
friendship that ends abruptly in their early 

twenties, never to be revisited, but never 
quite forgotten, either.

Tracey makes it to the chorus line but 
struggles with adult life, while her friend 
leaves the old neighborhood behind, 
travelling the world as an assistant to a 
famous singer, Aimee, observing close up 
how the one percent live.

But when Aimee develops grand 
philanthropic ambitions, the story moves 
from London to West Africa, where 
diaspora tourists travel back in time to find 
their roots, young men risk their lives to 
escape into a different future, the women 
dance just like Tracey—the same twists, 
the same shakes—and the origins of a 
profound inequality are not a matter of 
distant history, but a present dance to the 
music of time.

Zadie Smith is the author of the novels 
White Teeth, The Autograph Man, On 
Beauty, NW, and Swing Time, as well as a 
collection of essays, Changing My Mind.

The Invisible Life of Ivan Isaenko
Scott Stambach
NOMINATED BY: 
Wojewódzka Biblioteka Publiczna im. 
Marszałka Józefa Piłsudskiego w Łodzi, 
Poland

Seventeen-year-old 
Ivan Isaenko is a 
life-long resident of 
the Mazyr Hospital 
for Gravely Ill 
Children in Belarus. 
Born deformed 
yet mentally keen 
with a frighteningly 
sharp wit, strong 
intellect, and a 
voracious appetite 

for books, Ivan is forced to interact with 
the world through the vivid prism of his 
mind. For the most part, every day is exactly 
the same for Ivan, which is why he turns 
everything into a game, manipulating 
people and events around him for his own 
amusement. That is, until a new resident 
named Polina arrives at the hospital. At first 
Ivan resents Polina. She steals his books. 
She challenges his routine. The nurses like 
her. She is exquisite. But soon he cannot 
help being drawn to her and the two forge 
a romance that is tenuous and beautiful 
and everything they never dared dream 
of. Before, he survived by being utterly 
detached from things and people. Now Ivan 
wants something more: Ivan wants Polina 
to live.

Scott Stambach lives in San Diego where 
he teaches physics and astronomy. He 
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has written about his experiences working 
with monks of Sera Jey monastery and has 
published short fiction in several literary 
journals including Ecclectica, Stirring, and 
Convergence.

Fish Have No Feet
Jón Kalman Stefánsson
Translated from the Icelandic by Philip 
Roughton

NOMINATED BY:
Reykjavík City Library, Iceland 
Bibliothèques Municipales Genève, 
Switzerland

Keflavik: a town that 
has been called the 
darkest place in 
Iceland, surrounded 
by black lava fields, 
hemmed in by a sea 
that may not be 
fished. 

It is to Keflavik that 
Ari - a writer and 
publisher - returns 

from Copenhagen at the behest of his 
dying father, two years after walking out 
on his wife and children. He is beset by 
memories of his youth, spent or misspent 
listening to Pink Floyd and the Beatles, 
fraternising with American servicemen - 
who are regarded by the locals with a 
mixture of admiration and contempt - and 
discovering girls. There is one girl in 
particular he could never forget - her fate 
has stayed with him all his life.

Fish have no Feet is at once the story of 
a singular family and an epic of Icelandic 
history and culture. It offers a unique insight 
into modern Iceland, and the ways in which 
it has been shaped by outside influences. 

Jón Kalman Stefánsson’s novels have 
been nominated three times for the Nordic 
Council Prize for Literature. He is perhaps 
best known for his trilogy - Heaven and Hell, 
The Sorrow of Angels and The Heart of 
Man - and for Fish Have No Feet (longlisted 
for the Man Booker International Prize).

My Name is Lucy Barton
Elizabeth Strout
NOMINATED BY:
Halifax Public Libraries, Canada 
Tallinn Central Library, Estonia 
Limerick City & County Libraries, Ireland 
Waterford City & County Libraries, Ireland 
Biblioteca Vila De Gràcia - Biblioteques de 
Barcelona, Spain

Lucy is recovering 
from an operation in 
a New York hospital 
when she wakes to 
find her estranged 
mother sitting by 
her bed. They have 
not seen one 
another in years. As 
they talk Lucy finds 
herself recalling her 
troubled rural 

childhood and how it was she eventually 
arrived in the big city, got married and had 
children. But this unexpected visit leaves 
her doubting the life she’s made: 
wondering what is lost and what has yet to 
be found.

Elizabeth Strout is the Pulitzer prize-
winning author of Olive Kitteridge, as well 
as The Burgess Boys, a New York Times 
bestseller. She has also been a finalist for 
the PEN/Faulkner Award and the Orange 
Prize. She lives in New York City and 
Portland, Maine.

Mothering Sunday
Graham Swift
NOMINATED BY:
State Library of South Australia, Adelaide 
Universitätsbibliothek Bern, Switzerland 
Liverpool City Libraries, UK 
Redbridge Libraries, London, UK

It is March 
30th 1924. It is 
Mothering Sunday. 
How will Jane 
Fairchild, orphan 
and housemaid, 
occupy her time 
when she has no 
mother to visit? 
How, shaped by the 
events of this never 
to be forgotten day, 

will her future unfold?

Beginning with an intimate assignation and 
opening to embrace decades, Mothering 
Sunday has at its heart both the story of a 
life and the life that stories can magically 
contain. Constantly surprising, joyously 
sensual and deeply moving, it is Graham 
Swift at his thrilling best.

Graham Swift was born in 1949 and is the 
author of nine novels, a collection of short 
stories and Making an Elephant, a book of 
essays, portraits, poetry and reflections on 
his life in writing. With Waterland he won 
the Guardian Fiction Prize, and with Last 
Orders the Booker Prize. Both novels have 
since been made into films. Graham Swift’s 
work has appeared in over thirty languages.

All That Man Is
David Szalay
NOMINATED BY:
Stadtbücherei Frankfurt am Main, Germany 
Katona József Library of Bács-Kiskun 
County, Kecskemét, Hungary

Nine men. Each of 
them at a different 
stage of life, each of 
them away from 
home, and each of 
them striving – in 
the suburbs of 
Prague, beside a 
Belgian motorway, 
in a cheap Cypriot 
hotel – to 
understand just 

what it means to be alive, here and now.

Tracing an arc from the spring of youth to 
the winter of old age, All That Man Is brings 
these separate lives together to show us 
men as they are – ludicrous and inarticulate, 
shocking and despicable; vital, pitiable, 
hilarious, and full of heartfelt longing. And 
as the years chase them down, the stakes 
become bewilderingly high in this piercing 
portrayal of 21st-century manhood.

David Szalay is the author of three 
previous novels: Spring, The Innocent and 
London and the South-East, for which he 
was awarded the Betty Trask and Geoffrey 
Faber Memorial prizes. Raised in London, 
he has lived in Canada and Belgium, and 
is now based in Budapest. In 2013 he was 
named as one of Granta’s Best of Young 
British Novelists.

Do Not Say We Have Nothing
Madeleine Thien
NOMINATED BY: 
Openbare Bibliotheek Gent, Belgium 
Calgary Public Library, Canada 
Halifax Public Libraries, Canada 
Ottawa Public Library, Canada 
Toronto Public Library, Canada 
Vancouver Public Library, Canada 
Limerick City & County Libraries, Ireland 
Newcastle Libraries, UK

In 1990, ten-
year-old Marie 
and her mother 
take in a young 
woman fleeing the 
aftermath of the 
Tiananmen Square 
protests. Her name 
is Ai-ming. She 
brings stories of 
her family under 
Chairman Mao, 
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and of revolutionary idealism, music and 
silence: stories which span the course of 
China’s recent turbulent history, and have 
deep and lasting consequences for Ai-ming 

– and for Marie. 

Madeleine Thien is the author of the story 
collection Simple Recipes and the novels 
Certainty and Dogs at the Perimeter. Her 
books and stories have been translated 
into 23 languages. Do Not Say We Have 
Nothing was shortlisted for the 2016 Man 
Booker Prize. The daughter of Malaysian-
Chinese immigrants to Canada, she lives in 
Montreal. 

Estoril
Dejan Tiago-Stanković
Translated from the Serbo-Croat by 
Christina Pribichevich Zorić

NOMINATED BY:
Belgrade City Library, Serbia

It is strange to find a 
crossroads at the 
very edge of 
civilization. The little 
coastal town of 
Estoril outside 
Lisbon became 
exactly that on the 
eve of World War II. 
As Portugal was 
neutral in the war, it 
became the point of 

departure for refugees fleeing war-torn 
Europe, heading for America. An entire host 
of Europe’s elite passed through the 
country, including writers, poets, crowned 
heads of state, along with a plethora of 
spies, ne’er-do-wells, cheats, and swindlers. 
Dejan Tiago-Stanković invested years of 
research in identifying all the characters 
who passed through Portugal, to mention 
only a few: Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, Miloš 
Crnjanski, Jovan Ducic, Ian Fleming, Duško 
Popov (reputedly the model for Fleming’s 
James Bond), the Hapsburgs, the Romanian 
royalty, Zsa Zsa Gabor…

The epicenter of the events in the novel 
is the Palácio de Estoril Hotel with its 
competent and friendly staff. It was there 
that Duško Popov was to play one of the 
most dangerous roles of all, that of a double 
agent, undercover.

Dejan Tiago-Stanković is widely known 
as a translator from and into Portuguese. 
He left Yugoslavia in 1991 just before civil 
war ripped the country apart. After a short 
sojourn in London, he moved to Lisbon 
where he resides to this day. Estoril is his 
first novel.

A Gentleman in Moscow
Amor Towles
NOMINATED BY:
Cleveland Public Library, USA 
New Hampshire State Library, Concord, 
USA 
Houston Public Library, USA 
San Diego Public Library, USA

On 21 June 1922 
Count Alexander 
Rostov – recipient 
of the Order of Saint 
Andrew, member of 
the Jockey Club, 
Master of the Hunt 

– is escorted out of 
the Kremlin, across 
Red Square and 
through the elegant 
revolving doors of 

the Hotel Metropol.

But instead of being taken to his usual 
suite, he is led to an attic room with a 
window the size of a chessboard. Deemed 
an unrepentant aristocrat by a Bolshevik 
tribunal, the Count has been sentenced to 
house arrest indefinitely.

While Russia undergoes decades of 
tumultuous upheaval, the Count, stripped 
of the trappings that defined his life, is 
forced to question what makes us who we 
are. And with the assistance of a glamorous 
actress, a cantankerous chef and a 
very serious child, Rostov unexpectedly 
discovers a new understanding of both 
pleasure and purpose.

Amor Towles was born and raised in 
the Boston area. He graduated from Yale 
University and received an MA in English 
from Stanford University. An investment 
professional for over twenty years, he now 
devotes himself full time to writing. Towles 
lives in Manhattan with his wife and two 
children.

The Gustav Sonata
Rose Tremain
NOMINATED BY:
San Diego Public Library, USA

Gustav Perle grows 
up in a small town 
in Switzerland, 
where the horrors 
of the Second 
World War seem 
only a distant echo. 
An only child, he 
lives alone with 
Emilie, the mother 
he adores but 
who treats him 

with bitter severity. He begins an intense 
friendship with a Jewish boy his age, 
talented and mercurial Anton Zweibel, a 
budding concert pianist. The novel follows 
Gustav’s family, tracing the roots of his 
mother’s anti-Semitism and its impact on 
her son and his beloved friend. Moving 
backward to the war years and the painful 
repercussions of an act of conscience, and 
forward through the lives and careers of 
the two men, one who becomes a hotel 
owner, the other a concert pianist, The 
Gustav Sonata explores the passionate 
love of childhood friendship as it is lost, 
transformed, and regained over a lifetime. 

Rose Tremain’s prize-winning books, 
including The Road Home, The Gustav 
Sonata, Merivel, and The American Lover, 
have been published in thirty countries. 
Chancellor of the University of East Anglia, 
and member of the Royal Society of 
Literature, she lives in Norfolk, England with 
the biographer Richard Holmes.

Reputations
Juan Gabriel Vásquez
Translated from the Spanish by Anne 
McLean

NOMINATED BY:
Los Angeles Public Library, USA

Javier Mallarino 
is a living legend. 
He is his country’s 
most influential 
political cartoonist, 
the consciousness 
of a nation. A 
man capable of 
repealing laws, 
overturning 
judges’ decisions, 
destroying 

politicians’ careers with his art. His 
weapons are pen and ink. Those in power 
fear him and pay him homage.

After four decades of a brilliant career, he 
is at the height of his powers. But this all 
changes when he’s paid an unexpected 
visit from a young woman who upends his 
sense of personal history and forces him to 
re-evaluate his life and work, questioning 
his position in the world.

In Reputations, Juan Gabriel Vásquez 
examines the weight of the past, how a 
public persona intersects with private 
histories, and the burdens and surprises of 
memory.

Juan Gabriel Vásquez‘s previous books 
include the 2014 International IMPAC 
Dublin Literary Award winner and national 
bestseller, The Sound of Things Falling, as 
well as the award-winning The Informers 
and The Secret History of Costaguana. 
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Vásquez’s novels have been published in 
twenty-eight languages worldwide. After 
sixteen years in France, Belgium, and Spain, 
he now lives in Bogotá.

The Man I Became
Peter Verhelst
Translated from the Dutch by David Colmer

NOMINATED BY:
Zentralbibliothek Zürich, Switzerland

Warning: this story 
is narrated by a 
gorilla. He is 
plucked from the 
jungle. He learns to 
chat and passes the 
ultimate test: a 
cocktail party. 
Eventually he is 
moved to an 
amusement park, 
where he acts in a 

show about the history of civilization. But as 
the gorilla becomes increasingly aware of 
human weaknesses, he must choose 
between his instincts and his training, 
between principles and self-preservation.

Why Peirene chose to publish this book:

This is Peirene’s first book narrated by an 
ape. Animal fables are usually not my thing. 
It needed Belgian deadpan humour to 
convince me otherwise. Mixing Huxley’s 
Brave New World with Orwell’s Animal 
Farm, the fast-paced plot leaves behind 
images that play in your mind long after you 
have closed the book.

Peter Verhelst is a Belgian Flemish 
novelist, poet and playwright. He has 
written more than 20 books. His work has 
been praised for its powerful images, the 
sensuality and richness of its language 
and the author’s unbridled imagination. His 
breakthrough came in 1999 with the novel 
Tonguecat, which won the Golden Owl 
Literature Prize and the Flemish State Prize 
for Literature. 

The Latecomer
Dimitri Verhulst
Translated from the Dutch by David Colmer

NOMINATED BY:
The Libraries of The Hague, The 
Netherlands

Désiré Cordier – 
mild-mannered 
former librarian, 
put-upon husband, 
lover of boules – is 
losing his mind. Or 
is he? Happily 
tucked away in the 
Winterlight Home 
for the Elderly, 
Désiré is looking 
forward to a quiet 

retirement with the other forgetful residents, 
safe in the knowledge that no one knows 
he’s faking his memory loss. Perhaps, he 
thinks, this might even be his chance to 
rekindle his childhood romance with the 
once – beautiful Rosa Rozendaal – the love 
of his youth, the one who got away. 

But dementia isn’t all fun and games. 
There’s a former war criminal hiding out in 
the home; Rosa might be too far gone to 
return Désiré’s ardour; and our hero soon 
begins to suspect he’s not the only one in 
Winterlight who’s acting a part…

Dimitri Verhulst is the author of many 
award-winning books in his native Dutch, 
four of which have previously been 
translated into English: Madame Verona 
Comes Down the Hill, Problemski Hotel, 
The Misfortunates and Christ’s Entry into 
Brussels. His work is published in two 
dozen languages worldwide. 

The Break
Katherena Vermette
NOMINATED BY:
Calgary Public Library, Canada 
Ottawa Public Library, Canada 
Saint John Free Public Library, Canada 
Winnipeg Public Library, Canada

When Stella, a 
young Métis 
mother, looks out 
her window one 
evening and spots 
someone in trouble 
on the Break — a 
barren field on an 
isolated strip of land 
outside her house 

— she calls the 
police to alert them 

to a possible crime.

In a series of shifting narratives, people 
who are connected, both directly and 
indirectly, with the victim — police, family, 
and friends — tell their personal stories 
leading up to that fateful night. Lou, a 
social worker, grapples with the departure 
of her live-in boyfriend. Cheryl, an artist, 
mourns the premature death of her sister 

Rain. Paulina, a single mother, struggles 
to trust her new partner. Phoenix, a 
homeless teenager, is released from a 
youth detention centre. Officer Scott, a 
Métis policeman, feels caught between 
two worlds as he patrols the city. Through 
their various perspectives a larger, more 
comprehensive story about lives of the 
residents in Winnipeg’s North End is 
exposed.

Katharena Vermette is a Métis writer 
from Treaty One territory, the heart of the 
Métis nation, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. 
Her first novel, The Break was a national 
bestseller shortlisted for a Governor 
General’s Literary Award, the Rogers 
Writers’ Trust Fiction Prize, and was a 2017 
Canada Reads finalist.

I’ll Sell You a Dog
Juan Pablo Villalobos
Translated from the Spanish by Rosalind 
Harvey

NOMINATED BY:
Biblioteca Demonstrativa Maria da 
Conceição Moreira Salles, Brasilia, Brazil 
Biblioteca Daniel Cosío Villegas, Mexico 
City

Long before he was 
the taco seller 
whose ‘Gringo Dog’ 
recipe made him 
famous throughout 
Mexico City, our 
hero was an 
aspiring artist: an 
artist, that is, till his 
would-be girlfriend 
was stolen by Diego 
Rivera, and his 

dreams snuffed out by his hypochondriac 
mother. Now our hero is resident in a 
retirement home, where fending off 
boredom is far more gruelling than making 
tacos. Plagued by the literary salon that 
bumps about his building’s lobby and 
haunted by the self-pitying ghost of a 
neglected artist, Villalobos’s old man can’t 
help but misbehave.

He antagonises his neighbours, tortures 
American missionaries with passages 
from Adorno, flirts with the revolutionary 
greengrocer, and in short does everything 
that can be done to fend off the boredom of 
retirement and old age . . . while still holding 
a beer.

Juan Pablo Villalobos was born in 
Guadalajara, Mexico, in 1973. His first 
novel, Down the Rabbit Hole, was the 
first translation to be shortlisted for the 
Guardian First Book Award (in 2011). He 
writes regularly for publications including 
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Granta and translated Rodrigo de Souza 
Leão’s novel All Dogs are Blue into Spanish. 
His work has been translated into fifteen 
languages. He lives in Barcelona and has 
two children.

Living Memories
Joseph Wanshe
NOMINATED BY:
Benue State Library Board, Makurdi, Nigeria

The story begins at 
its climax. Cynthia 
Sinclair, a famous 
British singer, 
arrives with her 
mother, Deborah, at 
the Riverside Resort 
on the bank of the 
River Benue and 
mysteries begin to 
be unravelled. While 
Cynthia familiarizes 

with Terna Weshima, a psychoanalyst, she 
realizes that things are not what they seem 
and answers to the mysteries in her life can 
only be found in the past and her memories. 
Ann Napdon, the manager of the resort, 
suddenly discovers that she was in a plot 
that was already at its climax and that the 
frequent visits from the wealthy Peter 
Shawon, meant more that she knew. The 
mastermind behind the riverside setting is 
the mystic Barry Atile who wants revenge. 
The past reveals memories of betrayals, 
murders, hate, love and passion. The 
present shows that memories are alive and 
at work. 

Joseph Wanshe holds a doctoral degree 
in history and works with the National 
Human Rights Commission, Nigeria. His 
novels, include The Final World Order, 
Passions of Patriots, Presidential Candidate, 
and The Enemies. His books have been 
recommended for general studies in 
various learning institutions.

Miss Jane
Brad Watson
NOMINATED BY:
Chicago Public Library, USA 
Free Library of Philadelphia, USA

Drawing on the 
story of his own 
great-aunt, Watson 
explores the life of 
Miss Jane Chisolm, 
born in rural, early-
twentieth-century 
Mississippi with a 
genital birth defect 
that would stand in 

the way of the central “uses” for a woman 
in that time and place: sex and marriage. 

The potency and implacable cruelty of 
nature, as well as its beauty, is a trademark 
of Watson’s fiction. In Miss Jane, the author 
brings to life a hard, unromantic past that 
is tinged with the sadness of unattainable 
loves, yet shot through with a transcendent 
beauty. Jane Chisolm’s irrepressible vitality 
and generous spirit give her the strength 
to live her life as she pleases in spite of the 
limitations that others, and her own body, 
would place on her. Free to satisfy only 
herself, she mesmerizes those around her, 
exerting an unearthly fascination that lives 
beyond her still.

Brad Watson teaches creative writing at 
the University of Wyoming, Laramie. His 
first collection, Last Days of the Dog-Men, 
won the Sue Kauffman Award for First 
Fiction from the American Academy of 
Arts & Letters; his first novel, The Heaven 
of Mercury, was a finalist for the National 
Book Award, and his Aliens in the Prime 
of Their Lives was a finalist for the PEN/
Faulkner Award for Fiction.

The Underground Railroad
Colson Whitehead
NOMINATED BY:
Openbare Bibliotheek Brugge, Belgium 
Muntpunt, Brussels, Belgium 
Tallinn Central Library, Estonia 
Serres Central Public Library, Greece 
Stockholm Public Library, Sweden 
Laramie County Library System, Cheyenne, 
USA 
The Public Library of Cincinnati & Hamilton 
County, USA 
Pikes Peak Library District, Colorado 
Springs, USA 
New Hampshire State Library, Concord, 
USA 
Denver Public Library, USA 
Houston Public Library, USA 
Iowa City Public Library, USA 
Milwaukee Public Library, USA 
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, USA 
Lincoln Library, Springfield, USA

Cora is a slave on 
a cotton plantation 
in Georgia. All the 
slaves lead a hellish 
existence, but 
Cora has it worse 
than most; she is 
an outcast even 
among her fellow 
Africans and she 
is approaching 

womanhood, where it is clear even greater 
pain awaits. When Caesar, a slave recently 
arrived from Virginia, tells her about the 

Underground Railroad, they take the 
perilous decision to escape to the North.

In Whitehead’s razor-sharp imagining of 
the antebellum South, the Underground 
Railroad has assumed a physical form: 
a dilapidated box car pulled along 
subterranean tracks by a steam locomotive, 
picking up fugitives wherever it can. Cora 
and Caesar’s first stop is South Carolina, 
in a city that initially seems like a haven. 
But its placid surface masks an infernal 
scheme designed for its unknowing black 
inhabitants. And even worse: Ridgeway, the 
relentless slave catcher sent to find Cora, is 
close on their heels. Forced to flee again, 
Cora embarks on a harrowing flight, state 
by state, seeking true freedom.

Colson Whitehead is the New York Times 
bestselling author of The Noble Hustle, 
Zone One, Sag Harbor, The Intuitionist, John 
Henry Days, Apex Hides the Hurt, and one 
collection of essays, The Colossus of New 
York. A Pulitzer Prize finalist and a recipient 
of MacArthur and Guggenheim fellowships, 
he lives in New York City.

A Beautiful Young Wife
Tommy Wieringa
Translated from the Dutch by Sam Garrett

NOMINATED BY:
Waterford City & County Libraries, Ireland 
De Bibliotheek Eindhoven, The Netherlands

‘He had never 
married and had 
never been with 
one woman for 
long; he had always 
remained a 
collector of first 
times.’

Edward Landauer, 
a brilliant scientist 
in his forties, meets 

a beautiful young woman. She is the love 
of his life and, when the two marry, he is 
the happiest man in the world. But Ruth’s 
beauty and youth cannot stop him growing 
older. After the birth of their long-awaited 
son, the ‘happiness, delicate like filigree’ 
turns into something new, and Edward no 
longer recognises his great romance nor 
the woman who induced it.

Tommy Wieringa was born in 1967 and 
grew up partly in the Netherlands, and 
partly in the tropics. He began his writing 
career with travel stories and journalism, 
and is the author of four other novels. 
His fiction has been shortlisted for the 
International IMPAC Dublin Literary Award 
and the Oxford/Weidenfeld Prize, and has 
won Holland’s Libris Literature Prize.
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Another Brooklyn
Jacqueline Woodson
NOMINATED BY 
Denver Public Library, USA

Running into a 
long-ago friend sets 
memory from the 
1970s in motion for 
August, 
transporting her to 
a time and a place 
where friendship 
was everything—
until it wasn’t. For 
August and her girls 
Brooklyn was a 

place where they believed that they were 
beautiful, talented, brilliant—a part of a 
future that belonged to them.

But beneath the hopeful veneer, there was 
another Brooklyn, a dangerous place where 
grown men reached for innocent girls in 
dark hallways, where ghosts haunted the 
night, where mothers disappeared. A world 
where madness was just a sunset away 
and fathers found hope in religion.

Another Brooklyn heartbreakingly 
illuminates the formative time when 
childhood gives way to adulthood—the 
promise and peril of growing up—and 
exquisitely renders a powerful, indelible, 
and fleeting friendship that united four 
young lives.

Jacqueline Woodson is the 2014 
National Book Award Winner for her New 
York Times bestselling memoir Brown 
Girl Dreaming. Another Brooklyn was a 
2016 National Book Award Finalist and 
Woodson’s first adult novel in twenty years. 
She is the author of more than two dozen 
award-winning books for young adults, 
middle graders, and children.

The Lost Time Accidents
John Wray
NOMINATED BY
Tampere City Library, Finland

In his ambitious and 
fiercely inventive 
new novel John 
Wray takes us 
from turn-of-the-
century Viennese 
salons buzzing 
with rumors about 
Einstein’s radical 
new theory to the 
death camps of 
World War Two, 

from the golden age of postwar pulp 
science fiction to a startling discovery in a 
Manhattan apartment packed to the ceiling 

with artifacts of modern life.

Haunted by a failed love affair and the 
darkest of family secrets, Waldemar ‘Waldy’ 
Tolliver wakes one morning to discover that 
he has been exiled from the flow of time. 
The world continues to turn, and Waldy is 
desperate to find his way back---a journey 
that forces him to reckon not only with 
the betrayal at the heart of his doomed 
romance but also the legacy of his great-
grandfather’s fatal pursuit of the hidden 
nature of time itself.

John Wray is the author of critically 
acclaimed novels including Lowboy, The 
Right Hand of Sleep and Canaan’s Tongue. 
He was named one of Granta magazine’s 
Best of Young American Novelists in 2007. 
The recipient of a Whiting Award, he lives in 
Brooklyn, New York.

Multiple Choice
Alejandro Zambra
Translated from the Spanish by Megan 
McDowell

NOMINATED BY
M. Rudomino State Library for Foreign 
Literature, Moscow, Russia

Written in the form 
of a standardized 
test, Multiple 
Choice invites the 
reader to respond 
to virtuoso 
language exercises 
and short narrative 
passages through 
multiple-choice 
questions that are 
thought-provoking, 

usually unanswerable, and often absurd. It 
offers a new kind of reading experience, 
one in which the reader participates 
directly in the creation of meaning, and the 
nature of storytelling itself is called into 
question. At once funny, poignant, and 
political, Multiple Choice is about love and 
family, authoritarianism and its legacies, 
and the conviction that, rather than learning 
to think for ourselves, we are trained to 
obey and repeat. Serious in its literary 
ambition and playful in its execution, it 
confirms Alejandro Zambra as one of the 
most important writers working in any 
language.

Alejandro Zambra is the author of My 
Documents, which was a finalist for the 
Frank O’Connor International Short Story 
Award, and three previous novels: Ways 
of Going Home, The Private Lives of Trees, 
and Bonsai. His books have been translated 
into more than ten languages and have 
received several international prizes. 
He teaches literature at Diego Portales 
University, in Santiago, Chile.
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Country City Library

Australia Adelaide State Library of South Australia

Brisbane State Library of Queensland

Canberra National Library of Australia

Hobart LINC Tasmania

Melbourne State Library of Victoria

Perth State Library of Western Australia

Sydney State Library of New South Wales

Austria Salzburg Stadt: Bibliothek Salzburg

Barbados Bridgetown National Library Service of Barbados

Belgium Bruges Openbare Bibliotheek Brugge

Brussels Muntpunt

Gent Openbare Bibliotheek Gent

Brazil Brasília Biblioteca Demonstrativa Maria da Conceição 
Moreira Salles

Canada Calgary Calgary Public Library

Dartmouth Halifax Public Libraries

Montréal Bibliothèque et Archives nationales du Québec

Ottawa Ottawa Public Library

Saint John Saint John Free Public Library

St. John's Newfoundland & Labrador Public Libraries

Sydney Cape Breton Regional Library

Toronto Toronto Public Library

Vancouver Vancouver Public Library

Winnipeg Winnipeg Public Library

Croatia Rijeka Gradska knjižnice Rijeka

Czech Republic Karviná-Mizerov Regional Library of Karviná

Prague Municipal Library of Prague

Třinec Městská knihovna Třinec

Denmark Aarhus Aarhus Kommunes Biblioteker

England Liverpool Liverpool City Libraries

London Redbridge Libraries

Newcastle Newcastle Libraries

Norwich Norfolk County Council Library Service

Nottingham Nottingham City Libraries

Estonia Tallinn Tallinn Central Library

Tartu Tartu Public Library

Finland Helsinki Helsinki City Library

Tampere Tampere City Library – Pirkanmaa Regional Library

France Reims Bibliothèque Municipale de Reims

Germany Berlin Zentral- und Landesbibliothek Berlin

Bonn Universitäts-und Landesbibliothek Bonn

Bremen Stadtbibliothek Bremen

Frankfurt Stadtbücherei Frankfurt am Main

Heidleberg Stadtbücherei Heidelberg

Leipzig Leipziger Städtische Bibliotheken

Mainz Bibliotheken der Stadt Mainz

Munich Münchner Stadtbibliothek

Greece Serres Serres Central Public Library

Veria Veria Central Public Library

Hungary Kecskemét Katona József Library of Bács-Kiskun County

Iceland Reykjavík Reykjavík City Library

India New Delhi India International Centre Library

Ireland Cork Cork City Libraries

Dublin Dublin City Public Libraries

Galway Galway Public Libraries

Limerick Limerick City & County Libraries

Waterford Waterford City & County Libraries

Italy Naples Biblioteca Nazionale di Napoli "Vittorio Emanuele III"

Rome Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di Roma

Country City Library

Jamaica Kingston Jamaica Library Service

Malaysia Kuala Lumpur National Library of Malaysia

Mexico Mexico City Biblioteca Daniel Cosío Villegas

Netherlands Amsterdam Openbare Bibliotheek Amsterdam

Eindhoven De Bibliotheek Eindhoven

Rotterdam Stichting Bibliotheek Rotterdam

The Hague The Libraries of The Hague

Utrecht De Bibliotheek Utrecht

New Zealand Auckland Auckland Libraries

Christchurch Christchurch City Libraries

Dunedin Dunedin Public Libraries

Timaru Timaru District Libraries

Nigeria Makurdi Benue State Library Board

Norway Bergen Bergen Offentlige Bibliotek

Stavanger Aleph - Stavanger Bibliotek

Poland Lódz Wojewódzka Biblioteka Publiczna im. Marszałka 
Józefa Piłsudskiego w Łodzi

Portugal Oeiras Biblioteca Municipal de Oeiras

Porto Biblioteca Pública Municipal do Porto

Russia Moscow M. Rudomino State Library for Foreign Literature

Serbia Belgrade Belgrade City Library

Slovenia Ljubljana Mestna knjižnica Ljubljana

Maribor Maribor Public Library

South Africa Cape Town City of Cape Town Library & Information Services

Spain Barcelona Biblioteca Vila De Gràcia - Biblioteques de Barcelona

Granada Biblioteca de Andalucía

Sweden Stockholm Stockholm Public Library

Switzerland Bern Universitätsbibliothek Bern

Geneva Bibliothèques Municipales Genève

Zurich Zentralbibliothek Zürich

USA Cheyenne    Laramie County Library System

Chicago Chicago Public Library

Cincinnati The Public Library of Cincinnati & Hamilton County

Cleveland Cleveland Public Library

Colorado Springs Pikes Peak Library District

Concord New Hampshire State Library

Denver Denver Public Library

Hartford Hartford Public Library

Houston Houston Public Library

Iowa Iowa City Public Library

Jacksonville Jacksonville Public Library

Los Angeles Los Angeles Public Library

Miami Miami-Dade Public Library System

Milwaukee Milwaukee Public Library

Oklahoma City Oklahoma Department of Libraries

Philadelphia Free Library of Philadelphia

Pittsburgh Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh

Portland Multnomah County Library

Richmond Richmond Public Library

San Diego San Diego Public Library

Seattle The Seattle Public Library

Springfield Lincoln Library

Stamford Ferguson Library

Tallahassee LeRoy Collins Leon County Public Library System
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“ Dublin is a  
state of mind  
as much as  
a city.”  
 
 
Tom MacDonagh - My Green Age (1986)

www.dublincityofliterature.ie 
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International Dublin Literary Award Office 
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The International DUBLIN Literary Award is presented annually for a novel 
written in English or translated into English. The award is sponsored by Dublin 
City Council, the municipal government of Dublin and is now in its 23rd year.
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