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The International DUBLIN Literary Award is the international book 
prize from Dublin, a UNESCO City of Literature. Presented each 
year since 1996 for a novel written in English or translated into 
English, the award is sponsored by Dublin City Council. Uniquely 
among literary prizes, books are nominated by library systems 
in major cities throughout the world. The 22nd winner will be 
presented on 21st June 2017 in Dublin.

Family Life by Akhil Sharma is the winner of the 2016 award!
The Winner Announcement took place in the Round Room of the  

Mansion House, Dublin on 9th June 2016

Left to right: Jane Alger, Director Dublin UNESCO City of Literarture, Lord Mayor of Dublin and Patron of the Award,  
Ardmhéara Críona Ní Dhálaigh; Akhil Sharma, winner of the 2016 award; Margaret Hayes, Dublin City Librarian,  

Owen Keegan, Chief Executive, Dublin City Council

Akhil Sharma is photographed with members of Dublin Fire Brigade who are holding the Civic Regalia (Sword & Mace) of Dublin City

www.dublinliteraryaward.ie2
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Congratulations to the nominators of Family Life:  
Jacksonville Public Library and The India International Centre Library 

Left to right: HE Mrs Radhika Lol Lokesh - Indian Ambassador 
to Ireland with Akhil Sharma and HE Mr Kevin O’Malley, 
American Ambassador to Ireland

Lee Brackstone (right), Faber & Faber, UK publishers of Family 
Life, is presented with a Dublin Crystal Bowl by Owen Keegan,  
Chief Executive of Dublin City Council

Justin Potisit (left) winner of the Thai Young Writers competition, 
organised by the Irish Embassy in Malaysia gets some tips and 
encouragement from Akhil Sharma 

Györgyi Nehéz (centre), Katona József Library of Bács-Kiskun 
County, Kecskemét, Hungary, representing nominating libraries 
worldwide, is presented with a scroll by Margaret Hayes. They 
are pictured with Lord Mayor, Ardmhéara Críona Ní Dhálaigh

India International Centre Library,  
New Delhi 

Sharma’s plain style, its gaps and fissures 
and mighty sense of lack, is both proof of 
the inability of words to render grief and 
a demonstration that they can do exactly 
that. Family Life breaks all those rules to 
do with writing fiction: Sharma’s simple 
words tell in order that they might show.

Left to right: Erin Tuzuner, Kema 
Roseberry and Kathy Tekin from 
Jacksonville Public Library

The Jacksonville Public Library Reader’s 
Advisory Group was thrilled when we 
heard that our recommendation won the 
2016 Award. The appeal and magic of 
international fiction was illuminated in 
the moment that we saw a medium sized 
metropolitan city in the US and a library  
in the capital of the second most populous 
country in the world had this title in 
common. The distance of over 8,000  
miles separation to be unified by a  
novel is a truly wondrous concept. 
 

Barbara A. B. Gubbin, Jacksonville 
Public Library Director

In his acceptance speech, Mr. Sharma 
speaks of the difficulty that writing this 
book gave him. We are so glad that 
he pressed on to complete his book. 
The reward of that dedication and 
perseverance is reflected in the faces of 
the people we see every day our public 
library – people who rely on Mr. Sharma 
and others to project them into new worlds 
from where they can develop, grow  
and learn.

www.dublinliteraryaward.ie 3



Left to right; Margaret Hayes, Dublin City Librarian; Louise O’Neill, Sara Baume and Nuala O’Connor, longlisted authors; Lord Mayor 
and Patron of the Award, Brendan Carr; Declan Wallace, Assistant Chief Executive Officer Dublin City Council

The 2017 judging panel with Margaret Hayes. Left to right: Ellah Allfrey, Jaume Subirana, Judge Eugene Sullivan, non-voting Chair; 
Katy Derbyshire, Chris Morash, Margaret Hayes, Kapka Kassabova

Left to right: Sara Baume, Louise O’Neill and Nuala O’Connor, longlisted authors

The launch of the 2017 International DUBLIN Literary Award,  
Dublin City Library and Archive, 21st November 2016

www.dublinliteraryaward.ie4
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2017 ELIG
IBLE TITLES

A General Theory of Oblivion 
José Eduardo Agualusa
Translated from the Portuguese  
by Daniel Hahn

NOmINATED By:
Biblioteca Demonstrativa maria da 
Conceição moreira Salles – ministério da 
Cultura, Brasilia, Brazil 
Gradska knjižnica Rijeka, Croatia 
Biblioteca municipal de Oeiras, Portugal 
Biblioteca Pública municipal do Porto, 
Portugal

On the eve 
of Angolan 
independence, 
Ludo bricks herself 
into her apartment, 
where she will 
remain for the next 
thirty years. She 
lives off vegetables 
and pigeons, burns 
her furniture and 
books to stay alive 

and keeps herself busy by writing her 
story on the walls of her home.

The outside world slowly seeps into 
Ludo’s life through snippets on the radio, 
voices from next door, glimpses of a man 
fleeing his pursuers and a note attached 
to a bird’s foot. Until one day she meets 
Sabalu, a young boy from the street who 
climbs up to her terrace.

José Eduardo Agualusa was born in 
Angola, and is one of the leading literary 
voices in Angola and the Portuguese-
speaking world. His novel Creole was 
awarded the Portuguese Grand Prize for 
Literature, and The Book of Chameleons 
won the Independent Foreign Fiction Prize 
in 2007. 

Woman of the Dead
Bernhard Aichner
Translated from the German  
by Anthea Bell

NOmINATED By: 
Stadt:Bibliothek Salzburg, Austria

How far would you 
go to avenge the 
one you love? 

Blum has a secret 
buried deep in her 
past. She thought 
she’d left the past 
behind. But then 
mark, the man she 
loves, dies. 

His death looks like 
a hit-and-run. It isn’t a hit-and-run. mark has 
been killed by the men he was investigating. 

And then, suddenly, Blum rediscovers 
what she’s capable of…

The unstoppable German thriller which is 
sweeping the globe: Woman of the Dead 
is the hugely compelling novel about a 
woman who seeks revenge and gets it.

Bernhard Aichner was born in 1972 
and lives in Innsbruck, Austria, where he 
works as an author and photographer. 
As research for Woman of the Dead, he 
worked as an undertaker’s assistant for  
six months. 

The Automobile Club of Egypt
Alaa Al Aswany
Translated from the Arabic  
by Russell Harris

NOmINATED By:  
Los Angeles Public Library, USA

In British-occupied 
Egypt, on the 
eve of the 1952 
revolution, 
respected 
landowner Abd 
el-Aziz Gaafar 
has fallen on hard 
times. Bankrupt, he 
moves his family 
to Cairo and takes 
a menial job at the 

Automobile Club, a luxurious lodge for 
its European members, where Egyptians 
appear only as fearful servants. When 
Abd el-Aziz’s pride gets the better of 
him and he stands up for himself, he is 
subjected to a corporal punishment that 
ultimately kills him—leaving two of his 
sons obliged to work in the Club. 

As the nation teeters on the brink of 
change, both servants and masters are 
subsumed by social upheaval, and the 
Egyptians of the Automobile Club face a 
choice: to live safely but without dignity as 
servants, or to risk everything and fight for 
their rights. 

Alaa Al Aswany is the author of The 
Yacoubian Building, which was the 
best-selling novel in the Arab world for 
more than five years. He has received 
numerous awards internationally. He was 
recently named by the London Times as 
one of the best fifty authors to have been 
translated into English over the last fifty 
years.

Fifteen Dogs
André Alexis
NOmINATED By:
Halifax Public Libraries, Canada 
Ottawa Public Libraries, Canada 
Saint John Free Public Library,  
New Brunswick, Canada

“I wonder”, said 
Hermes, “what it 
would be like if 
animals had human 
intelligence.” 

“I’ll wager a 
year’s servitude, 
answered Apollo, 
that animals – any 
animal you like – 
would be even 

more unhappy than humans are, if they 
were given human intelligence.”

And so it begins; a bet between the gods 
Hermes and Apollo leads them to grant 
human consciousness and language to 
a group of dogs who are overnighting 
at a Toronto veterinary clinic. Suddenly 
capable of more complex thought, the 
pack is torn between those who resist 
the new ways of thinking, preferring the 
old ‘dog’ ways, and those who embrace 
the change. The gods watch from above 
as the dogs venture into their newly 
unfamiliar world, as they become divided 
among themselves, as each struggles 
with new thoughts and feelings. 

André Alexis’s contemporary take on the 
apologue offers an utterly compelling and 
affecting look at the beauty and perils of 
human consciousness. By turn meditative 
and devastating, charming and strange, 
Fifteen Dogs shows you can teach an old 
genre new tricks. 

André Alexis was born in Trinidad and 
grew up in Canada. His previous books 
include Childhood, Asylum, Beauty 
and Sadness, Ingrid and the Wolf, and, 
most recently, Pastoral, which was also 
nominated for the Rogers Writers’ Trust 
Fiction Prize.
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The Japanese Lover
Isabelle Allende
Translated from the Spanish  
by Nick Caistor & Amanda Hopkinson

NOmINATED By: 
Leipziger Städtische Bibliotheken, 
Germany 
Dunedin Public Libraries, New Zealand

In 1939, as Poland 
falls under the 
shadow of the 
Nazis, Alma 
Belasco’s parents 
send her overseas 
to live with an aunt 
and uncle in their 
San Francisco 
mansion. There 
she meets Ichimei 
Fukuda, the son 

of the family’s Japanese gardener, and 
between them tender love blossoms, but 
following Pearl Harbor the two are cruelly 
pulled apart. Throughout their lifetimes, 
Alma and Ichimei reunite again and again, 
but theirs is a love they are forever forced 
to hide.

Decades later, Irina Bazili, a care worker 
at a nursing home, meets the older 
woman and her grandson, Seth. As Irina 
and Seth forge a friendship, they become 
intrigued by a series of mysterious gifts 
and letters sent to Alma, and learn about 
Ichimei and this extraordinary secret 
passion that has endured for nearly 
seventy years. 

Born in Peru and raised in Chile, Isabel 
Allende is the author of a number of 
bestselling and critically acclaimed books, 
including The House of the Spirits. Her 
books have been translated into more 
than thirty-five languages. She lives in 
California. 

A God in Ruins
Kate Atkinson
NOmINATED By: 
Linc Tasmania, Hobart, Australia 
Toronto Public Library, Canada 
Serres Central Public Library, Greece 
Liverpool City Libraries, UK 
Redbridge Libraries, London, UK 
Timaru District Libraries, New Zealand 
Bergen Offentlige Bibliotek, Norway 
Edinburgh City Libraries, Scotland 
Biblioteca Vila De Gràcia, Biblioteques  
de Barcelona, Spain

A God in Ruins 
relates the life 
of Teddy Todd – 
would-be poet, 
heroic World War 
II bomber pilot, 
husband, father, 
and grandfather – 
as he navigates the 
perils and progress 
of the 20th century. 
For all Teddy 

endures in battle, his greatest challenge 
will be to face living in a future he never 
expected to have.

This gripping, often deliriously funny yet 
emotionally devastating book looks at 
war – that great fall of man from grace – 
and the effect it has, not only on those 
who live through it, but on the lives of the 
subsequent generations. 

A God in Ruins explores the loss of 
innocence, the fraught transition from the 
war to peace time, and the pain of being 
misunderstood, especially as we age.

Kate Atkinson is the author of nine 
novels including her first novel, Behind  
the Scenes at the Museum, which won the 
1995 Whitbread Book of the year. Her  
2013 novel Life After Life won numerous 
awards. She was appointed mBE in the 
2011 Queen’s Birthday Honours List.

The Heart Goes Last
margaret Atwood
NOmINATED By: 
Linc Tasmania, Hobart, Australia 
Bibliotheek Gent, Belgium 
Redbridge Libraries, London, UK 
Limerick City & County Libraries, Ireland

A sinister, wickedly 
funny novel about a 
near-future in which 
the lawful are 
locked up and the 
lawless roam free.

Stan and 
Charmaine are a 
married couple 
trying to stay afloat 
in the midst of 

economic and social collapse. When they 
see an advertisement for the Positron 
Project - a ‘social experiment’ offering 
stable jobs and a home of their own - they 
sign up immediately. All they have to do 
in return is give up their freedom every 
second month, swapping their home for a 
prison cell.

At first, all is well. But slowly, unknown to 
the other, Stan and Charmaine develop 

a passionate obsession with their 
counterparts, the couple that occupy their 
home when they are in prison. Soon the 
pressures of conformity, mistrust, guilt 
and sexual desire take over, and Positron 
looks less like a prayer answered and 
more like a chilling prophecy fulfilled.

Margaret Atwood is the author of more 
than forty works, including fiction, poetry 
and critical essays, and her books 
have been published in over thirty-five 
countries. She has won many literary 
awards and prizes.

Dry Season
Gabriela Babnik
Translated from the Slovene  
by Rauley Grau

NOmINATED By:  
Mestna knjižnica Ljubljana, Slovenia

Dry Season is 
a record of an 
unusual love affair. 
Anna is a 62-year-
old designer 
from Slovenia 
and Ismael is a 
27-year-old from 
Burkino Faso 
who was brought 
up on the street. 
What unites them 

is the loneliness of their bodies, a tragic 
childhood and the dry hamartan season, 
during which neither nature nor love 
is able to flourish. She soon realizes 
that the emptiness between them is not 
really caused by their skin colour and 
age difference, but predominantly by 
her belonging to the Western culture in 
which she has lost or abandoned all the 
preordained roles of daughter, wife and 
mother. 

With a global perspective, Babnik 
takes on the themes of racism, the role 
of women in modern society and the 
loneliness of the human condition.

Gabriela Babnik was born in Germany.  
Her first novel Koža iz bombaža (Cotton 
Skin) was published in 2007 and was 
awarded the Best Debut Novel by the 
Union of Slovenian Publishers at the 
Slovenian Book Fair. Her second novel 
V visoki travi (In the Tall Grass) was 
shortlisted for the Kresnik Award. Babnik 
lives with her family in Ljubljana.
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My Grandmother Sends Her 
Regards and Apologises
Fredrik Backman
Translated from the Swedish  
by Henning Koch

NOmINATED By: 
Leipziger Städtische Bibliotheken, 
Germany

Everyone 
remembers the 
smell of their 
grandmother’s 
house. Everyone 
remembers 
the stories their 
grandmother told 
them.

But does everyone 
remember their 

grandmother flirting with policemen? 
Driving illegally? Breaking into a zoo in the 
middle of the night? Firing a paintball gun 
from a balcony in her dressing gown?

Seven-year-old Elsa does.

Some might call Elsa’s granny ‘eccentric’, 
or even ‘crazy’. Elsa calls her a superhero. 
And granny’s stories, of knights and 
princesses and dragons and castles, 
are her superpower. Because, as Elsa is 
starting to learn, heroes and villains don’t 
always exist in imaginary kingdoms; they 
could live just down the hallway.

Heartbreaking and hilarious in equal 
measure, My Grandmother Sends Her 
Regards and Apologises will charm 
and delight anyone who has ever had a 
grandmother.

Fredrik Backman is a Swedish blogger, 
columnist and author. His debut novel 
A Man Called Ove sold over one million 
copies worldwide. Fredrik’s subsequent 
novels, My Grandmother Sends Her 
Regards and Apologises and Britt-Marie 
Was Here went straight to number 1 in 
Sweden on publication.

The Blue Guitar
John Banville
NOmINATED By:  
Deichmanske Bibliotek, Oslo, Norway 
milwaukee Public Library, USA

Oliver Otway 
Orme—a man 
equally self-
aggrandizing and 
self-deprecating—
is a painter of 
some renown and 
a petty thief who 
has never been 
caught... until now. 

Unfortunately, the purloined possession 
in question is the wife of the man who 
was, perhaps, his best friend. Fearing 
the consequences, Olly has fled—not 
only from his mistress, his home, and his 
wife, but from the very impulse to paint, 
and from his own demons. He sequesters 
himself in the house where he was born, 
and thus, he sets about trying to uncover 
the answer to how and why things have 
turned out as they did. 

A witty and trenchant novel about artistic 
creation and the ways in which we learn  
to possess one another—and hold on  
to ourselves.

John Banville was born in Wexford, 
Ireland. He is the author of over 16 novels 
and has received numerous national and 
international awards. He lives in Dublin.

Beatlebone
Kevin Barry
NOmINATED By: 
Galway City & County Libraries, Ireland

It is 1978, and 
John Lennon has 
escaped New 
york City to try to 
find the island off 
the west coast of 
Ireland he bought 
eleven years prior. 
Leaving behind 
domesticity, his 
approaching 
forties, his inability 

to create, and his memories of his parents, 
he sets off to calm his unquiet soul in the 
comfortable silence of isolation. But when 
he puts himself in the hands of a shape-
shifting driver full of Irish charm and dark 
whimsy, what ensues can only be termed 
a magical mystery tour.

Beatlebone is a tour de force of language 
and literary imagination, a surreal novel 
that blends fantasy and reality — a 
Hibernian high wire act of courage, nerve, 
and great beauty. 

Kevin Barry is the author of the highly 
acclaimed novel City of Bohane and two 
short-story collections, Dark Lies the 
Island and There Are Little Kingdoms. His 
short fiction has appeared in The New 
yorker and elsewhere. He lives in County 
Sligo in Ireland.

Spill Simmer Falter Wither
Sara Baume
NOmINATED By: 
Dublin City Public Libraries, Ireland 
Limerick City & County Libraries, Ireland 
Waterford City & County Library Service, 
Ireland 
Christchurch City Libraries, New Zealand 
Zentralbibliothek Zürich, Switzerland

A misfit man finds 
a misfit dog. Ray, 
aged fifty-seven, 
‘too old for starting 
over, too young for 
giving up’, and One 
Eye, a vicious little 
bugger, smaller 
than expected, a 
good ratter. Both 
are accustomed 
to being alone, 

unloved, outcast – but they quickly find 
in each other a strange companionship 
of sorts. As spring turns to summer, their 
relationship grows and intensifies, until a 
savage act forces them to abandon the 
precarious life they’d established, and 
take to the road.

Spill Simmer Falter Wither is a wholly 
different kind of love story: a devastating 
portrait of loneliness, loss and friendship, 
and of the scars that are more than 
skin-deep. Written with tremendous 
empathy and insight, in lyrical language 
that surprises and delights, this is an 
extraordinary and heartbreaking debut by 
a major new talent.

Sara Baume was born in Lancashire and 
grew up in County Cork. She won the 
2014 Davy Byrnes Short Story Award and 
the 2015 Hennessy New Irish Writing Award. 
She now lives in Cork with her two dogs.

The Sellout
Paul Beatty
NOmINATED By: 
Hartford Public Library, USA

A biting satire 
about a young 
man’s isolated 
upbringing and 
the race trial that 
sends him to the 
Supreme Court, 
Paul Beatty’s The 
Sellout showcases 
a comic genius at 
the top of his game. 

Born in the “agrarian ghetto” of Dickens—
on the southern outskirts of Los Angeles—
the narrator of The Sellout resigns 
himself to the fate of lower-middle-class 
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Californians. Raised by a single father, 
a controversial sociologist, he spent 
his childhood as the subject in racially 
charged psychological studies. He is led 
to believe that his father’s pioneering work 
will result in a memoir that will solve his 
family’s financial woes. But when his father 
is killed in a police shoot-out, he realizes 
there never was a memoir. All that’s left is 
the bill for a drive-thru funeral.

Fuelled by this deceit and the general 
disrepair of his hometown, the narrator 
sets out to right another wrong. Enlisting 
the help of the town’s most famous 
resident—the last surviving Little 
Rascal, Hominy Jenkins—he initiates the 
most outrageous action conceivable: 
reinstating slavery and segregating the 
local high school, which lands him in the 
Supreme Court. 

Paul Beatty is the author of three novels—
Slumberland, Tuff, The White Boy Shuffle 
and The Sellout—and two books of poetry. 
He is the editor of Hokum: An Anthology 
of African-American Humor. He lives in 
New york City.

Inside the Black Horse
Ray Berard
NOmINATED By: 
Timaru District Libraries, New Zealand

Pio morgan is 
waiting outside 
a pub on a cold 
winters’ night. 
There is a debt he 
must pay and no 
options left. What 
he does next 
drags a group of 
strangers into a 
web of confusion 
that over the 

course of a few days changes all their 
lives. There’s the young maori widow just 
trying to raise her children, the corporate 
executive hiding his mistake, the gang 
of criminals that will do whatever it takes 
to recover what they’ve lost – and the 
outsider sent to town to try and figure out 
who did what. Time is running out for all 
of them as events take an increasingly 
sinister turn.

Ray Berard is a Canadian-born Kiwi writer 
based in Christchurch, New Zealand. 
Inside the Black Horse is his debut novel, 
based on a diary he kept during his years 
supervising betting outlets for the New 
Zealand Racing Board. Ray is currently 
working on his second novel, The Diary of 
a Dead Man. 

The Long and Faraway Gone
Lou Berney
NOmINATED By: 
Oklahoma Department of Libraries, USA

In the summer 
of 1986, two 
tragedies rocked 
Oklahoma City. 
Six movie-theatre 
employees were 
killed in an armed 
robbery, while 
one inexplicably 
survived. Then, 
a teenage girl 
vanished from  

the annual State Fair. Neither crime was 
ever solved.

Twenty-five years later, the reverberations 
of those unsolved cases quietly echo 
through survivors’ lives. Wyatt’s latest 
inquiry takes him back to a past he’s 
tried to escape. When Julianna discovers 
that one of the original suspects has 
resurfaced, she’ll stop at nothing to  
find answers.

As Wyatt’s case becomes more 
complicated and dangerous, and Julianna 
seeks answers from a ghost, their 
obsessive quests not only stir memories 
of youth and first love, but also begin to 
illuminate dark secrets of the past. But will 
their shared passion and obsession heal 
them, or push them closer to the edge? 

Lou Berney is the author of two previous 
novels—Whiplash River and Gutshot 
Straight as well as the collection The 
Road to Bobby Joe and Other Stories. 
A television and film screenwriter, he 
also teaches writing at the University of 
Oklahoma and Oklahoma City University.

Sweet Caress
William Boyd
NOmINATED By: 
Stadtbüchereien Düsseldorf, Germany 
New Hampshire State Library, Concord, 
USA

Amory Clay’s first 
memory is of her 
father doing a 
handstand – but 
it is his absences 
that she chiefly 
remembers. Her 
Uncle Greville, a 
photographer, 
gives her both 
the affection she 
needs and a 

camera, which unleashes a passion that 
irrevocably shapes her future. She begins 

an apprenticeship with him in London, 
photographing socialites for magazines. 

But Amory is hungry for more and her 
search for life, love and artistic expression 
will take her to the demi-monde of 
1920s Berlin, New york in the 1930s, the 
Blackshirt riots in London, and France 
during the Second World War, where  
she becomes one of the first women  
war photographers.

William Boyd is the author of fourteen 
novels including A Good Man in Africa, 
An Ice-Cream War, Any Human Heart, 
Restless, and Waiting for Sunrise. He lives 
in London and France. 

The Harder They Come
T.C. Boyle
NOmINATED By: 
muntpunt, Brussels, Belgium 
münchner Stadtbibliothek, Germany 
Cleveland Public Library, USA

Sten Stenson, 
Vietnam veteran 
and retired school 
principal, and 
his wife, Carolee, 
are on a cruise 
in Costa Rica 
when their coach 
excursion is 
hijacked. Sten’s 
military training 
overtakes him and 

within moments one of the attackers lies 
dead. The rest flee and Sten finds himself 
hailed a hero. 

meanwhile, in the redwood forests north 
of San Francisco, Sara – a farrier who 
refuses to recognize the authority of the 
government – is arrested after failing to 
cooperate with police at a routine stop. 
A chance meeting with twenty-five-year-
old Adam, Sten and Carolee’s unstable 
son, sparks a strange but passionate 
relationship fuelled by a mutual hatred of 
the law. 

A deep and disturbing meditation on 
the roots of American gun violence, it 
explores the fine line between heroism 
and savagery, and just how far a parent 
can be held accountable for the actions of 
his child. 

T.C. Boyle has published fifteen novels 
and ten collections of short stories. He 
won the PEN/Faulkner for his novel 
World’s End, and the Prix médicis 
étranger for The Tortilla Curtain. He is a 
Distinguished Professor of English at the 
University of Southern California.
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Clade
James Bradley
NOmINATED By: 
The State Library of Queensland, 
Brisbane, Australia

Compelling, 
challenging and 
resilient, over 
ten beautifully 
contained chapters, 
Clade canvasses 
three generations 
from the very near 
future to late this 
century. Central 
to the novel is 
the family of 

Adam, a scientist, and his wife Ellie, an 
artist. Clade opens with them wanting a 
child and Adam in a quandary about the 
wisdom of this. Their daughter proves to 
be an elusive little girl and then a troubled 
teenager, and by now cracks have 
appeared in her parents’ marriage. Their 
grandson is in turn a troubled boy, but 
when his character reappears as an adult 
he’s an astronomer, one set to discover 
something astounding in the universe.

Elegant, evocative, understated and 
thought-provoking, Clade is the work of a 
writer in command of the major themes of 
our time.

James Bradley’s books include three 
novels, Wrack, The Deep Field and The 
Resurrectionist; a book of poetry, Paper 
Nautilus; and the nonfiction work The 
Penguin Book of the Ocean. His novels 
have all won or been shortlisted for 
major literary awards and been widely 
translated. 

The Secret Chord
Geraldine Brooks
NOmINATED By:  
The National Library of Australia, 
Canberra

1000 BC. The 
Second Iron Age. 
The time of King 
David.

Anointed as the 
chosen one when 
just a young 
shepherd boy, 
David will rise to 
be king, grasping 
the throne and 

establishing his empire. But his journey is 
a tumultuous one and the consequences 
of his choices will resound for generations. 
In a life that arcs from obscurity to fame, 
he is by turns hero and traitor, glamorous 

young tyrant and beloved king, murderous 
despot and remorseful, diminished 
patriarch. His wives love and fear him,  
his sons will betray him. 

Geraldine Brooks offers us a compelling 
portrait of a morally complex hero from 
this strange age – part legend, part 
history. 

Geraldine Brooks is an author and 
journalist. Her novels Caleb’s Crossing 
and People of the Book were both New 
york Times bestsellers. Year of Wonders 
and People of the Book are international 
bestsellers, translated into more than 25 
languages. Australian-born, she now lives 
in massachusetts. 

The Weather Changed,  
Summer Came and So On
Pedro Carmona-Alvarez
Translated from the Norwegian  
by Diane Oatley

NOmINATED By: 
Aleph – Stavanger Bibliotek, Norway

Johnny is from 
New Jersey, and 
Kari is from Oslo. 
They meet in 
New york in the 
late 1950s and 
soon fall in love, 
get married, and 
move to Asbury 
Park, where their 
life unfolds like a 
dream: Kari gives 

birth to two beautiful daughters, and 
Johnny is a wildly successful entrepreneur. 
Everything begins to unravel, though, 
when Johnny’s business partner commits 
suicide and their company plunges into 
bankruptcy. Then a deadly accident 
claims their daughters. Reeling from the 
tragedy and seeking a new beginning, 
Johnny and Kari move to Norway. But they 
can’t escape their trauma as it continues 
to take a toll on their marriage, especially 
as Johnny struggles to find his place in a 
foreign country.

Pedro Carmona-Alvarez is the author of 
multiple works of poetry and prose. He 
resides in Bergen, Norway.

Out in the Open
Jesús Carrasco
Translated from the Spanish  
by Margaret Jull Costa

NOmINATED By: 
Aleph - Stavanger Bibliotek, Norway

A young boy has 
fled his home. 
Crouched in his 
hiding place he 
hears the shouts 
of the men hunting 
him. When the 
search party has 
passed, what lies 
before him is an 
infinite, arid plain, 
one he must cross 

in order to escape those from whom he’s 
fleeing. One night he crosses paths with 
an old goatherd and from that moment 
nothing will ever be the same for either  
of them.

Out in the Open tells the story of a boy 
in a drought-stricken country ruled by 
violence. In this landscape the boy, not 
yet a lost cause, has the chance to learn 
the painful basics of judgement, or to live 
out forever the violence with which he 
grew up.

Jesús Carrasco was born in Badajoz, 
Spain. Since 1996 he has worked as an 
advertising copy writer. His first novel, Out 
in the Open, was declared Book of the 
year by booksellers in madrid, and will be 
published in nineteen countries around  
the world. 

Forever Young
Steven Carroll
NOmINATED By: 
The State Library of Victoria, melbourne, 
Australia

Forever Young is 
set against the 
tumultuous period 
of change and 
uncertainty that 
was Australia in 
1977. Whitlam is 
about to lose the 
federal election, 
and things will 
never be the same 

again, the times they are a’changing. 
Radicals have become conservatives, 
idealism is giving way to realism, 
relationships are falling apart, and 
michael is finally coming to accept that he 
will never be a rock and roll musician. 

A subtle and graceful exploration of the 
passage of time and our yearning for the 
seeming simplicities of the past.

Steven Carroll is the author of The Gift of 
Speed, The Art of the Engine Driver, and 
The Time We Have Taken, for which he 
won the 2008 miles Franklin Award and 
also the Commonwealth Writers’ Prize.  
He lives in melbourne.
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If I Fall, If I Die
michael Christie
NOmINATED By: 
Cape Breton Regional Library, Sydney, 
Canada

The boy stepped 
Outside, and he 
did not die. Will 
has never been 
Outside, at least 
not since he can 
remember. For 
most of his young 
life he has lived 
happily – and 
safely – Inside his 
small house with 

his mother, a fiercely loving yet wildly 
eccentric agoraphobe. But Will’s curiosity 
can’t be contained. Clad in a hockey 
helmet to protect himself from unknown 
dangers, he finally ventures Outside – and 
braces himself for disaster. What he finds 
instead will change everything. 

Will embraces his newfound freedom but 
life Outside quickly grows complicated. 
When a local boy goes missing, Will is 
thrust headfirst into the throes of early 
adulthood and the criminal underbelly 
of city life. All the while his mother must 
grapple with her greatest fear: will she be 
brave enough to save her son?  

Michael Christie’s first book, The 
Beggar’s Garden, was the winner of the 
City of Vancouver Book Award. If I Fall, If 
I Die, was longlisted for the Scotiabank 
Giller Prize and was selected as a New 
york Times Editors Choice. He lives on 
Galiano Island with his wife and two sons.

The Birthday Lunch
Joan Clark
NOmINATED By: 
Saint John Free Public Library, New 
Brunswick, Canada

Free-spirited Lily 
has always played 
the peacemaker 
between her 
fierce, doting 
sister, Laverne, 
and her own 
loving, garrulous 
husband, Hal, as 
they competed for 
her attention. The 
competition has 

only grown worse since the three of them 
moved into a large house. On Lily’s 58th 
birthday, Laverne feels she has bested 
Hal by winning her sister’s company for 
a gourmet lunch, but it becomes a bitter 
and short-lived victory...

In The Birthday Lunch, Joan Clark 
explores the different ways each member 
of Lily’s family confronts her shocking 
death: Hal’s open sorrow, her daughter 
Claudia’s reappraisal of her own life, her 
son matt’s determination to assign blame. 
And unforgettably, Laverne’s eccentricity 
and isolation, her intensifying conflict 
with Hal, illuminates the brutal territory of 
accusation and regret. 

Joan Clark is the author of the novels 
Latitudes of Melt, The Victory of Geraldine 
Gull and Eiriksdottir, as well as two short 
story collections and several award-
winning novels for young adults. Born and 
raised in Nova Scotia, she now lives in St. 
John’s, Newfoundland.

Did You Ever Have a Family
Bill Clegg
NOmINATED By: 
Dunedin Public Libraries, New Zealand 
The Denver Public Library, USA 
Lincoln Library, Springfield, USA

This book of dark 
secrets opens 
with a blaze. On 
the morning of 
her daughter’s 
wedding, June 
Reid’s house 
goes up in flames, 
destroying her 
entire family – her 
present, her past 
and her future. 

Fleeing from the carnage, stricken and 
alone, June finds herself in a motel room 
by the ocean, hundreds of miles from 
her Connecticut home, held captive by 
memories and the mistakes she has made 
with her only child, Lolly, and her partner, 
Luke.

Lit by the clarity of understanding that 
true sadness brings, Did You Ever Have 
a Family is an elegant, unforgettable story 
that reveals humanity at its worst and 
best, through loss and love, fracture and 
forgiveness. At the book’s heart is the 
idea of family – the ones we are born with 
and the ones we create – and the desire, 
in the face of everything, to go on living.

Bill Clegg is a literary agent in New york 
and the author of the bestselling memoirs 
Portrait of an Addict as a Young Man and 
Ninety Days. He has written for the New 
york Times, Esquire, New york magazine, 
the Guardian and Harper’s Bazaar.

Confession of the Lioness
mia Couto
Translated from the Portuguese  
by David Brookshaw

NOmINATED By: 
Biblioteca Demonstrativa maria da 
Conceição moreira Salles – ministério da 
Cultura, Brasilia, Brazil 
Biblioteca municipal de Oeiras, Portugal

Told through 
two haunting 
interwoven diaries, 
mia Couto’s 
Confession of the 
Lioness reveals the 
enigmatic world 
of Kulumani, an 
isolated village 
in mozambique 
whose traditions 
and beliefs are 

threatened when ghostlike lionesses 
begin hunting and killing the women who 
live there.

mariamar, a young woman from the 
village, finds her life thrown into chaos just 
as the marksman hired to kill the lionesses, 
the outsider Archangel Bullseye, arrives in 
town. mariamar’s sister was recently killed 
in one of the attacks, and her father has 
imprisoned her in his home, where she 
relives painful memories of past abuse 
and hopes to be rescued by Archangel. 
meanwhile, Archangel attempts to track 
the lionesses out in the wilderness, but 
when he begins to suspect there is more 
to these predators than meets the eye, he 
slowly starts to lose control of his hands. 

Mia Couto is one of the most prominent 
writers in Portuguese-speaking Africa. 
Couto has been awarded several 
important literary prizes, including the 
2014 Neustadt International Prize for 
Literature, the Premio Camões, the Prémio 
Vergílio Ferreira, and others. He lives in 
maputo, where he works as a biologist.

Coming Rain
Stephen Daisley
NOmINATED By: 
The State Library of Western Australia, 
Perth 
Auckland Libraries, New Zealand 
Wellington City Libraries, New Zealand
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Western Australia, 
the wheatbelt. 
Lew mcLeod has 
been travelling 
and working with 
Painter Hayes 
since he was a boy. 
Shearing, charcoal 
burning—whatever 
comes. Painter 
made him his first 
pair of shoes. It’s 

a hard and uncertain life but it’s the only 
one he knows.

But Lew’s a grown man now. And with 
this latest job, shearing for John Drysdale 
and his daughter Clara, everything will 
change.

Stephen Daisley writes in lucid, rippling 
prose of how things work, and why; of the 
profound satisfaction in hard work done 
with care, of love and friendship and the 
damage that both contain.

Stephen Daisley was born in 1955 
and grew up in the North Island of New 
Zealand. His first novel, Traitor, won the 
2011 Prime minister’s Literary Award for 
Fiction. He lives in Western Australia with 
his wife and five children.

The Meursault Investigation
Kamel Daoud
Translated from the French by John Cullen

NOmINATED By: 
Los Angeles Public Library, USA 
Bibliothèques municipales Genève, 
Switzerland

He was the brother 
of “the Arab” killed 
by the infamous 
meursault, the 
antihero of 
Camus’s classic 
novel. Seventy 
years after that 
event, Harun, who 
has lived since 
childhood in the 
shadow of his 

sibling’s memory, refuses to let him remain 
anonymous: he gives his brother a story 
and a name—musa—and describes the 
events that led to musa’s casual murder 
on a dazzlingly sunny beach.

The Stranger is of course central to 
Daoud’s story, in which he both endorses 
and criticizes one of the most famous 
novels in the world. A worthy complement 
to its great predecessor, The Meursault 
Investigation is not only a profound 
meditation on Arab identity and the 
disastrous effects of colonialism in Algeria, 

but also a stunning work of literature in its 
own right, told in a unique and affecting 
voice.

Kamel Daoud is an Algerian journalist 
based in Oran, where he writes for the 
Quotidien d’Oran. A finalist for the Prix 
Goncourt, The Meursault Investigation 
won the Prix François mauriac and 
the Prix des Cinq Continents de la 
francophonie. 

Ancestral Affairs
Keki N. Daruwalla
NOmINATED By: 
India International Centre Library,  
New Delhi

It is 1947 and 
Saam Bharucha, 
a Parsee, is in 
Junagadh as 
legal adviser to 
the nawab to help 
steer the state 
through the tricky 
path of accession 
to either India 
or Pakistan. As 
he struggles 

with the morality of eating the nawab’s 
salt while opposing his wishes to join 
Pakistan, his life changes dramatically. 
He has an affair with a British lady, which 
ends his marriage and creates a rift with 
his son, Rohinton. Growing up in newly 
independent India, Rohinton, too, has his 
share of drama. 

Drawing on real-life characters and 
events, Ancestral Affairs is a family saga 
with a grand sweep. Seldom have the 
events of 1947 been described in such 
humane detail and with such droll humour 
in Indian fiction.

One of India’s best known writers, Keki N. 
Daruwalla is the author of twelve volumes 
of poetry, five collections of short stories, 
and the novel, For Pepper and Christ. He 
was conferred the Sahitya Akademi Award 
in 1984 for his poetry collection, The 
Keeper of the Dead, the Commonwealth 
Poetry Award in 1987, and the Padma 
Shri in 2014.

The Devil You Know
Elisabeth de mariaffi
NOmINATED By: 
Newfoundland and Labrador Public 
Libraries, Canada

The year is 1993. 
Rookie crime beat 
reporter Evie Jones 
is haunted by the 
unsolved murder 
of her best friend 
Lianne Gagnon 
who was killed 
in 1982, back 
when both girls 
were eleven. The 
suspected killer, a 

repeat offender named Robert Cameron, 
was never arrested, leaving Lianne’s case 
cold.

Now twenty-one and living alone for 
the first time, Evie is obsessively drawn 
to finding out what really happened to 
Lianne. She leans on another childhood 
friend, David Patton, for help—but 
every clue they uncover seems to lead 
to an unimaginable conclusion. As she 
gets closer and closer to the truth, Evie 
becomes convinced that the killer is still at 
large—and that he’s coming back for her.

Elisabeth de Mariaffi is a critically 
acclaimed writer whose short story 
collection, How to Get Along with Women, 
was longlisted for the prestigious Giller 
Prize. She lives in St. John’s, Canada, with 
her family.

The Bollywood Bride
Sonali Dev
NOmINATED By: 
Stockholm Public Library, Sweden

Ria Parkar is 
Bollywood’s favorite 
Ice Princess—
beautiful, poised, 
and scandal-
proof—until one 
impulsive act 
threatens to expose 
her destructive 
past. Traveling 
home to Chicago 
for her cousin’s 

wedding offers a chance to diffuse the 
coming media storm and find solace in 
family, food, and outsized celebrations 
that are like one of her vibrant movies 
come to life. But it also means confronting 
Vikram Jathar.

Ria and Vikram spent childhood summers 
together, a world away from Ria’s 
exclusive boarding school in mumbai. 
Their friendship grew seamlessly into love 
— until Ria made a shattering decision. As 
far as Vikram is concerned, Ria sold her 
soul for stardom and it’s taken him years 
to rebuild his life. 

Confession of the Lioness
mia Couto
Translated from the Portuguese  
by David Brookshaw

NOmINATED By: 
Biblioteca Demonstrativa maria da 
Conceição moreira Salles – ministério da 
Cultura, Brasilia, Brazil 
Biblioteca municipal de Oeiras, Portugal

Told through 
two haunting 
interwoven diaries, 
mia Couto’s 
Confession of the 
Lioness reveals the 
enigmatic world 
of Kulumani, an 
isolated village 
in mozambique 
whose traditions 
and beliefs are 

threatened when ghostlike lionesses 
begin hunting and killing the women who 
live there.

mariamar, a young woman from the 
village, finds her life thrown into chaos just 
as the marksman hired to kill the lionesses, 
the outsider Archangel Bullseye, arrives in 
town. mariamar’s sister was recently killed 
in one of the attacks, and her father has 
imprisoned her in his home, where she 
relives painful memories of past abuse 
and hopes to be rescued by Archangel. 
meanwhile, Archangel attempts to track 
the lionesses out in the wilderness, but 
when he begins to suspect there is more 
to these predators than meets the eye, he 
slowly starts to lose control of his hands. 

Mia Couto is one of the most prominent 
writers in Portuguese-speaking Africa. 
Couto has been awarded several 
important literary prizes, including the 
2014 Neustadt International Prize for 
Literature, the Premio Camões, the Prémio 
Vergílio Ferreira, and others. He lives in 
maputo, where he works as a biologist.

Coming Rain
Stephen Daisley
NOmINATED By: 
The State Library of Western Australia, 
Perth 
Auckland Libraries, New Zealand 
Wellington City Libraries, New Zealand
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Rich with details of modern Indian-
American life, here is a warm, sexy, and 
witty story of love, family, and the difficult 
choices that arise in the name of both. 

Sonali Dev is the author of three novels, 
A Change of Heart, The Bollywood Bride 
and A Bollywood Affair. She lives in the 
Chicago suburbs with her very patient 
and often amused husband and two teens, 
and the world’s most perfect dog.

Undermajordomo Minor
Patrick deWitt
NOmINATED By: 
The State Library of South Australia, 
Adelaide

Lucien (Lucy) 
minor is the 
resident odd duck 
in the bucolic 
hamlet of Bury. 
Friendless and 
loveless, young 
and aimless, Lucy 
is a compulsive liar, 
a sickly weakling in 
a town famous for 
producing brutish 

giants. Then Lucy accepts employment 
assisting the majordomo of the remote, 
foreboding Castle Von Aux.

While tending to his new post as 
Undermajordomo, Lucy soon discovers 
the place harbors many dark secrets, 
not least of which is the whereabouts 
of the castle’s master, Baron Von Aux. 
He also encounters the colorful people 
of the local village—thieves, madmen, 
aristocrats, and Klara, a delicate beauty 
whose love he must compete for with the 
exceptionally handsome soldier, Adolphus. 

Thus begins a tale of polite theft, bitter 
heartbreak, domestic mystery, and cold-
blooded murder in which every aspect of 
human behavior is laid bare for our hero 
to observe.

Patrick deWitt is the author of the 
critically acclaimed Ablutions: Notes for 
a Novel, as well as The Sisters Brothers, 
which was short-listed for the Booker 
Prize. Born in British Columbia, he now 
resides in Portland, Oregon.

Hollow Heart
Viola Di Grado
Translated from the Italian by Antony 
Shugaar

NOmINATED By: 
Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di Roma, 
Italy

In this courageous, 
inventive, and 
intelligent novel, 
Viola di Grado 
tells the story of 
a suicide and 
what follows. She 
has given voice 
to an astonishing 
vision of life after 
life, portraying 
the awful longing 

and sense of loss that plague the dead, 
together with the solitude provoked by 
the impossibility of communicating. The 
afterlife itself is seen as a dark, seething 
place where one is preyed upon by the 
cruel and unrelenting elements. Hollow 
Heart will frighten as it provokes, enlighten 
as it causes concern. 

If ever there were a novel that follows 
Kafka’s prescription for a book to be  
an axe for the frozen sea within us, it is 
Hollow Heart. 

Viola Di Grado was born in Catania, Italy. 
She now lives and studies in London. Her 
first novel, 70% Acrylic 30% Wool, won 
the 2011 Campiello First Novel Award and 
was a finalist for Italy’s most prestigious 
literary prize, The Strega.

The Heat
Garry Disher
NOmINATED By: 
The State Library of Victoria, melbourne, 
Australia

Wyatt needs a 
job. A bank job 
would be nice, 
or a security van 
hold-up. As long 
as he doesn’t 
have to work with 
cocky idiots and 
strung-out meth-
heads like the 
Pepper brothers. 
That’s the sort of 

miscalculation that buys you the wrong 
kind of time.

So he contacts a man who in the past put 
him on the right kind of heist. And finds 
himself in Noosa, stealing a painting for 
Hannah Sten. He knows how it’s done: 
case the premises, set up escape routes 
and failsafes, get in and get out with the 
goods unrecognised. make a good plan; 
back it up with another. And be very, very 
careful.

But who is his client? Who else wants that 
painting? Sometimes, being very careful 
is not enough. 

Garry Disher has published almost 
fifty titles—fiction, children’s books, 
anthologies, textbooks, the Wyatt thrillers 
and the Mornington Peninsula mysteries. 
He has won numerous awards, including 
the German Crime Prize (twice) and two 
Ned Kelly Best Crime novel awards, for 
Chain of Evidence and Wyatt. 

The Green Road
Anne Enright
NOmINATED By: 
Veria Central Public Library, Greece 
Dublin City Public Libraries, Ireland 
milwaukee Public Library, USA 
Edinburgh City Libraries, Scotland

Spanning thirty 
years, The Green 
Road tells the 
story of Rosaleen, 
matriarch of the 
madigans, a 
family on the cusp 
of either coming 
together or falling 
irreparably apart. 
As they grow up, 
Rosaleen’s four 

children leave the west of Ireland for 
lives they could have never imagined, 
in Dublin, New york and mali, West 
Africa. In her early old age their difficult, 
wonderful mother announces that she’s 
decided to sell the house and divide the 
proceeds. Her adult children come back 
for a last Christmas, with the feeling that 
their childhoods are being erased, their 
personal history bought and sold.

A profoundly moving work about a 
family’s desperate attempt to recover the 
relationships they’ve lost and forge the 
ones they never had.

Anne Enright was born in Dublin, where 
she now lives and works. She has 
published three volumes of stories, one 
book of nonfiction, and five novels. In 
2015, she was named the inaugural 
Laureate for Irish Fiction. Her novel The 
Gathering won the man Booker Prize.

Against Nature
Tomas Espedal
Translated from the Norwegian  
by James Anderson

NOmINATED By: 
Aleph - Stavanger Bibliotek, Norway
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In contemporary 
Norwegian fiction 
Tomas Espedal’s 
work stands out as 
uniquely personal; 
it can be difficult to 
separate the fiction 
from Espedal’s 
own experiences. 
Against Nature, a 
companion volume 
to Espedal’s earlier 

Against Art, is an examination of factory 
work, love’s labor, and the work of writing. 
Espedal dwells on the notion that working 
is required in order to live in compliance 
with society, but is this natural? And how 
can it be natural when he is drawn toward 
impossible things—impossible love, 
books, myths, and taboos? He is drawn 
into the stories of Abélard and Héloïse, of 
young marguerite Duras and her Chinese 
lover, and soon realizes that he, too, is 
turning into a person who must choose to 
live against nature.

Tomas Espedal debuted as a writer in 
1988. In 1991, he won awards in the P2/
Bokklubbens rome competition for She 
and I. Founder of the Bergen International 
Poetry Festival, Espedal’s Go. Or the Art 
of Living a Wild and Poetic Life and Nearly 
Art have been nominated for the Nordic 
Council Literature Prize. 

Hausfrau
Jill Alexander Essbaum
NOmINATED By: 
Stockholm Public Library, Sweden

Anna Benz, an 
American in her late 
thirties, lives with 
her Swiss husband, 
Bruno—a banker—
and their three 
young children in 
a postcard-perfect 
suburb of Zürich. 
Though she leads 
a comfortable, 
well-appointed 

life, Anna is falling apart inside. Adrift 
and increasingly unable to connect with 
the emotionally unavailable Bruno or 
even with her own thoughts and feelings, 
Anna tries to rouse herself with new 
experiences: German language classes, 
Jungian analysis, and a series of sexual 
affairs she enters with an ease that 
surprises even her.

But Anna can’t easily extract herself from 
these affairs. When she wants to end 
them, she finds it’s difficult. Tensions 
escalate, and her lies start to spin out of 

control. Having crossed a moral threshold, 
Anna will discover where a woman goes 
when there is no going back.

Jill Alexander Essbaum is the author of 
several collections of poetry. She is the 
winner of the Bakeless Poetry Prize and 
recipient of two NEA literature fellowships. 
She lives and writes in Austin, Texas.

The Mirror World  
of Melody Black
Gavin Extence
NOmINATED By: 
Wojewódzka Biblioteka Publiczna im. 
Marszałka Józefa Piłsudskiego w Łodzi, 
Poland

It all starts, as 
these things 
sometimes do, with 
a dead man. He 
was a neighbour, 
not someone 
Abby knew well, 
but still, finding a 
body when you 
only came over 
to borrow a tin of 
tomatoes comes as 

a bit of a shock. At least, it should. 

And now she can’t shake the feeling that if 
she hadn’t gone into Simon’s flat, if she’d 
had her normal Wednesday night instead, 
then none of what happened next would 
have happened. And she would never 
have met melody Black...

Wild and witty, searing and true, The 
Mirror World of Melody Black is about the 
fine line that separates normal from not - 
and how life can spin, very swiftly, out of 
control.

Gavin Extence lives in Sheffield with his 
wife, children and cat. He is the author of 
three novels, The Universe Versus Alex 
Woods, The Mirror World of Melody Black 
and The Empathy Problem, published in 
August 2016.

Where My Heart Used to Beat
Sebastian Faulks
NOmINATED By: 
Tampere City Library, Helsinki

On a small island 
off the south coast 
of France, Robert 
Hendricks – an 
English doctor who 
has seen the best 
and the worst the 
twentieth century 
had to offer – is 
forced to confront 
the events that 
made up his life. 

His host is Alexander Pereira, a man who 
seems to know more about his guest than 
Hendricks himself does.

The search for the past takes us through 
the war in Italy in 1944, a passionate love 
that seems to hold out hope, the great 
days of idealistic work in the 1960s and 
finally – unforgettably – back into the 
trenches of the Western Front. 

This moving novel casts a long, baleful 
light over the century we have left behind 
but may never fully understand. 

Sebastian Faulks is known for his 
daring, ambitious and profoundly moving 
historical novels. Birdsong, a novel of love 
and courage during the First World War, 
has been voted one of Britain’s most loved 
books. His books include A Possible Life, 
Engleby, and A Week in December.

The Turner House
Angela Flournoy
NOmINATED By: 
The Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, USA 
The Seattle Public Library, USA

For over fifty years 
the Turners have 
lived on yarrow 
Street. Their house 
has seen thirteen 
children get grown 
and gone—and 
some return; it has 
seen the arrival of 
grandchildren, the 
fall of Detroit’s East 
Side, and the loss 

of a father. When their powerful mother 
falls ill, the Turners are called home to 
decide their house’s fate and to reckon 
with how their past haunts—and shapes—
their future. 

The Turner House is a striking examination 
of the price we pay for our dreams, and 
the ways in which our families bring us 
home. 

Angela Flournoy is a graduate of the 
Iowa Writers’ Workshop and the University 
of Southern California. Her fiction has 
appeared in the Paris Review, and she 

Garry Disher has published almost 
fifty titles—fiction, children’s books, 
anthologies, textbooks, the Wyatt thrillers 
and the Mornington Peninsula mysteries. 
He has won numerous awards, including 
the German Crime Prize (twice) and two 
Ned Kelly Best Crime novel awards, for 
Chain of Evidence and Wyatt. 

The Green Road
Anne Enright
NOmINATED By: 
Veria Central Public Library, Greece 
Dublin City Public Libraries, Ireland 
milwaukee Public Library, USA 
Edinburgh City Libraries, Scotland

Spanning thirty 
years, The Green 
Road tells the 
story of Rosaleen, 
matriarch of the 
madigans, a 
family on the cusp 
of either coming 
together or falling 
irreparably apart. 
As they grow up, 
Rosaleen’s four 

children leave the west of Ireland for 
lives they could have never imagined, 
in Dublin, New york and mali, West 
Africa. In her early old age their difficult, 
wonderful mother announces that she’s 
decided to sell the house and divide the 
proceeds. Her adult children come back 
for a last Christmas, with the feeling that 
their childhoods are being erased, their 
personal history bought and sold.

A profoundly moving work about a 
family’s desperate attempt to recover the 
relationships they’ve lost and forge the 
ones they never had.

Anne Enright was born in Dublin, where 
she now lives and works. She has 
published three volumes of stories, one 
book of nonfiction, and five novels. In 
2015, she was named the inaugural 
Laureate for Irish Fiction. Her novel The 
Gathering won the man Booker Prize.

Against Nature
Tomas Espedal
Translated from the Norwegian  
by James Anderson

NOmINATED By: 
Aleph - Stavanger Bibliotek, Norway
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has written for the New Republic, the 
Los Angeles Review of Books, and other 
publications. She was raised by a mother 
from Los Angeles and a father from 
Detroit.

The Pope’s Daughter
Dario Fo
Translated from the Italian  
by Antony Shugaar

NOmINATED By: 
Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di Roma, 
Italy

Lucrezia Borgia 
is one of the most 
vilified figures in 
modern history. 
The daughter of 
a notorious pope, 
she is cast in the 
role of murderess, 
temptress, 
incestuous lover, 
loose woman, 
femme fatale par 

excellence. But there is always more than 
one version of a story. Lucrezia Borgia 
is the only woman in history to serve as 
the head of the Catholic Church. She 
successfully administered several of 
Renaissance Italy’s most thriving cities, 
founded one of the world’s first credit 
unions, and was a generous patron of the 
arts. She was in many ways the world’s 
first modern woman.

Dario Fo, Nobel laureate and one of 
Italy’s most beloved writers, reveals 
Lucrezia’s humanity, her passion for life, 
her compassion for others, and her skill at 
navigating around her family’s evildoings. 

Born in Italy in 1926, Dario Fo was an 
actor, playwright, comedian, director, 
songwriter and political campaigner. His 
first one-act play was produced in 1958. 
He wrote, directed and acted in over 
forty plays and theatrical productions. In 
1997 he was awarded the Nobel Prize in 
Literature. 

Purity
Jonathan Franzen
NOmINATED By: 
Bibliotheek Gent, Belgium 
Biblioteca Nazionale di Napoli – Vittorio 
Emanuele III, Italy 
miami-Dade Public Library System, USA 
San Diego Public Library, USA 
Biblioteca Vila De Gràcia – Biblioteques 
de Barcelona, Spain

Pip Tyler doesn’t 
know who she is. 
She knows that her 
real name is Purity, 
that she’s saddled 
with student debt 
and a reclusive 
mother, but there 
are few clues as to 
who her father is 
or how she’ll ever 
have a normal life. 

Then she meets Andreas Wolf. Internet 
outlaw, charismatic provocateur, a man 
who deals in secrets, he might just be 
able to help her solve the mystery of her 
origins.

Jonathan Franzen is the author of five 
novels – The Twenty-Seventh City, Strong 
Motion, The Corrections, Freedom and 
Purity. His honours include a Whiting 
Writers Award in 1988, a Guggenheim 
Fellowship in 1996, the American 
Academy’s Berlin Prize in 2000, and the 
National Book Award in 2001. He lives in 
New york City.

Hope Farm
Peggy Frew
NOmINATED By: 
The National Library of Australia, 
Canberra 
The State Library of Victoria, melbourne, 
Australia

It is the winter 
of 1985. Hope 
Farm sticks out 
of the ragged 
landscape like a 
decaying tooth, 
its weatherboard 
walls sagging into 
the undergrowth. 
Silver’s mother, 
Ishtar, has fallen 
for the charismatic 

miller, and the three of them have moved 
to the rural hippie commune to make a 
new start.

At Hope, Silver finds unexpected 
friendship and, at last, a place to call 
home. But it is also here that, at just 
thirteen, she is thrust into an unrelenting 
adult world — and the walls begin 
to come tumbling down, with deadly 
consequences.

Hope Farm is the second novel from 
award-winning author Peggy Frew, and 
is a devastatingly beautiful story about 
the broken bonds of childhood, and the 
enduring cost of holding back the truth.

Peggy Frew’s debut novel, House of 

Sticks, won the 2010 Victorian Premier’s 
Literary Award for an unpublished 
manuscript. Her story Home Visit won The 
Age short story competition. Peggy is also 
a member of the critically acclaimed and 
award-winning melbourne band, Art of 
Fighting. 

Our Endless Numbered Days
Claire Fuller
NOmINATED By: 
Redbridge Libraries, London, UK

1976: Peggy 
Hillcoat is eight. 
She spends her 
summer camping 
with her father, 
playing her 
beloved record 
of The Railway 
Children and 
listening to her 
mother’s grand 
piano, but her 

pretty life is about to change.

Her survivalist father, who has been 
stockpiling provisions for the end which 
is surely coming soon, takes her from 
London to a cabin in a remote European 
forest. There he tells Peggy the rest of the 
world has disappeared.

Her life is reduced to a piano which 
makes music but no sound, a forest where 
all that grows is a means of survival. And 
a tiny wooden hut that is Everything.

Claire Fuller was born in Oxfordshire, 
England. She didn’t start writing until 
she was forty. She has an mA in Creative 
and Critical Writing from the University 
of Winchester and lives in Hampshire 
with her husband and two children. Our 
Endless Numbered Days is her first novel.

The Mare
mary Gaitskill
NOmINATED By: 
multnomah County Library, Portland, USA

When Velveteen 
Vargas, an eleven-
year-old Fresh 
Air Fund kid from 
Brooklyn, comes to 
stay with a family 
in upstate New 
york, what begins 
as a two-week 
visit blossoms into 
something much 
more significant. 

Soon Velvet finds herself torn between 
her host family—Ginger, a failed artist and 
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shakily recovered alcoholic; and Paul, a 
college professor—and her own deeply 
tormented mother. The one constant 
becomes Velvet’s newly discovered 
passion for horse riding—and especially 
for an abused, unruly mare named  
Fugly Girl. 

A stirring and deeply felt novel, The Mare 
is mary Gaitskill’s most poignant and 
powerful work yet—a stunning exploration 
of a girl and her horse, and of the way we 
connect with people from all walks of life.

Mary Gaitskill is the author of the story 
collections Bad Behavior, Because They 
Wanted To, and Don’t Cry, and the novels 
Veronica and Two Girls, Fat and Thin. She 
has received a Guggenheim Fellowship, 
and her work has appeared in The 
New yorker, Harper’s, Esquire, The Best 
American Short Stories, and The O. Henry 
Prize Stories.

A Place Called Winter
Patrick Gale
NOmINATED By:  
de Bibliotheek Rotterdam, The 
Netherlands

A privileged 
elder son, and 
stammeringly 
shy, Harry Cane 
has followed 
convention at every 
step. Even the 
beginnings of an 
illicit, dangerous 
affair do little 
to shake the 
foundations of 

his muted existence – until the shock of 
discovery and the threat of arrest cost him 
everything.

Forced to abandon his wife and child, 
Harry signs up for emigration to the newly 
colonised Canadian prairies. Remote and 
unforgiving, his allotted homestead in a 
place called Winter is a world away from 
the golden suburbs of turn-of-the-century 
Edwardian England. And yet it is here, 
isolated in a seemingly harsh landscape, 
under the threat of war, madness and an 
evil man of undeniable magnetism that 
the fight for survival will reveal in Harry 
an inner strength and capacity for love 
beyond anything he has ever known 
before.

Patrick Gale was born on the Isle of 
Wight. One of this country’s best-loved 
novelists, his most recent works are A 
Perfectly Good Man, The Whole Day 
Through and the Richard and Judy 
bestseller Notes From An Exhibition.

The Little Paris Bookshop
Nina George
Translated from the German  
by Simon Pare

NOmINATED By: 
Katona József Library of Bács-Kiskun 
County, Kecskemét, Hungary 
Denver Public Library, USA

On a beautifully 
restored barge 
on the Seine, 
Jean Perdu runs 
a bookshop; or 
rather a ‘literary 
apothecary’, for 
this bookseller 
possesses a rare 
gift for sensing 
which books will 
soothe the troubled 

souls of his customers. 

The only person he is unable to cure, it 
seems, is himself. 

But when an enigmatic new neighbour 
moves into his eccentric apartment 
building on Rue Montagnard, Jean is 
inspired to unlock his heart, unmoor the 
floating bookshop and set off for Provence 
in search of the past – and his beloved. 

Born in 1973, Nina George is a journalist 
and the author of numerous bestselling 
novels, which have been translated 
into several languages. The Little Paris 
Bookshop has been a phenomenal 
bestseller around the world. She is 
married to the writer Jens J. Kramer and 
lives in Hamburg and Brittany. 

Craving
Esther Gerritsen
Translated from the Dutch  
by Michele Hutchison

NOmINATED By: 
de Bibliotheek Utrecht, The Netherlands

The relationship 
between Coco 
and her mother 
Elisabeth is uneasy, 
to say the least. 
Running into each 
other by chance, 
Elisabeth casually 
tells Coco that 
she is terminally ill. 
When Coco moves 
in with her mother 

in order to take care of her, aspects of 
their troubled relationship come to the 
fore once again. Elisabeth tries her best to 
conform to the image of a caring mother, 
but struggles to deal with Coco’s erratic 
behaviour and unpredictable moods. 

Dutch author, Esther Gerritsen, is an 
established novelist and playwright. 
Craving was published in English last year 
and shortlisted for the Vondel Prize. Her 
successful novel Roxy was nominated for 
the Dutch Libris Literature Prize and film 
rights have been sold.

Gliding Flight
Anne-Gine Goemans
Translated from the Dutch  
by Nancy Forest-Flier

NOmINATED By: 
de Bibliotheek Eindhoven, The 
Netherlands

Inventive, dreamy 
Gieles lives with 
his father and a 
flock of geese 
on a spotters’ 
campground 
next to an airstrip. 
Gieles is longing 
for affection – from 
the mysterious 
dreadlocked girl 
he has met online, 

and also from his mother, who is always 
away on hopeless missions to save the 
world. With an ingenious but dangerous 
plan he tries to attract their attention. 

Gliding Flight is Dutch author, Anne-Gine 
Goemans, second novel. It was awarded 
the Dioraphte Literary Award and the 
German m. Pionier Award for new literary 
talent. It also appeared on the longlist for 
the prestigious Libris Literature Prize and 
film rights have been sold.

The Physics of Sorrow
Georgi Gospodinov
Translated from the Bulgarian  
by Angela Rodel

NOmINATED By: 
St. St. Cyril and methodius National 
Library of Bulgaria, Sofia

Using the myth 
of the minotaur 
as its organizing 
image, the narrator 
of Gospodinov’s 
long-awaited 
novel constructs 
a labyrinth of 
stories about his 
family, jumping 
from era to era 
and viewpoint 

to viewpoint, exploring the mindset 
and trappings of Eastern Europeans. 
Incredibly moving—such as with the story 
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of his grandfather accidentally being 
left behind at a mill—and extraordinarily 
funny—see the section on the awfulness 
of the question “how are you?”. Physics 
is a book that you can inhabit, tracing 
connections, following the narrator 
down various “side passages”, getting 
pleasantly lost in the various stories 
and empathizing with the sorrowful, 
misunderstood minotaur at the center  
of it all.

The Physics of Sorrow draws you in 
with its unique structure, humanitarian 
concerns, and stunning storytelling. 

Georgi Gospodinov is one of the most 
translated contemporary Bulgarian writers. 
His first novel, Natural Novel, was praised 
by the New yorker, New york Times, and 
several other prestigious review outlets. 
The Physics of Sorrow is his second novel, 
and already a finalist for both the Strega 
Europeo and Gregor von Rezzori awards.

Best Boy
Eli Gottlieb
NOmINATED By: 
Jamaica Library Service, Kingston

Sent to a 
“therapeutic 
community” for 
autism at the age 
of eleven, Todd 
Aaron, now in his 
fifties, is the “Old 
Fox” of Payton 
LivingCenter. 
A joyous man 
who rereads the 
encyclopedia 

compulsively, he is unnerved by the 
sudden arrivals of a menacing new staffer 
and a disruptive, brain-injured roommate. 
His equilibrium is further worsened by 
martine, a one-eyed new resident who 
has romantic intentions and convinces 
him to go off his meds to feel “normal” 
again. Undone by these pressures, Todd 
attempts an escape to return “home” to 
his younger brother and to a childhood 
that now inhabits only his dreams. 

Written astonishingly in the first-person 
voice of an autistic, adult man, Best 
Boy is a piercing, achingly funny, finally 
shattering novel no reader can ever forget. 

Eli Gottlieb is the author of a number of 
novels. His works have been translated 
into a dozen languages. He lives in New 
york City.

Chappy
Patricia Grace
NOmINATED By: 
Auckland Libraries, New Zealand 
Christchurch City Libraries, New Zealand 
Wellington City Libraries, New Zealand

Uprooted from his 
privileged European 
life and sent to New 
Zealand to sort 
himself out, twenty-
one-year-old Daniel 
pieces together 
the history of his 
maori family. As his 
relatives revisit their 
past, Daniel learns 
of a remarkable love 

story between his maori grandmother Oriwia 
and his Japanese grandfather Chappy. The 
more Daniel hears about his deceased 
grandfather, the more intriguing – and elusive 

– Chappy becomes.

In this touching portrayal of family life, 
acclaimed writer Patricia Grace explores 
racial intolerance, cross-cultural conflicts 
and the universal desire to belong. Spanning 
several decades and several continents and 
set against the backdrop of a changing New 
Zealand, Chappy is a compelling story of 
enduring love.

Patricia Grace is one of New Zealand’s 
most prominent and celebrated maori fiction 
authors. She garnered initial acclaim in the 
1970s with her collection of short stories 
entitled Waiariki — the first published book 
by a maori woman in New Zealand. She has 
published six novels and seven short story 
collections, as well as a number of books for 
children and a work of non-fiction. 

Fates and Furies
Lauren Groff
NOmINATED By: 
Pikes Peak Library District, Colorado 
Springs, USA 
New Hampshire State Library, Concord, USA 
Denver Public Library, USA 
Jacksonville Public Library, USA 
New york Public Library, USA

Every story has 
two sides. Every 
relationship has 
two perspectives. 
And sometimes, it 
turns out; the key 
to a great marriage 
is not its truths but 
its secrets. At the 
core of this rich, 
expansive, layered 
novel, Lauren Groff 

presents the story of one such marriage 
over the course of twenty-four years.

At age twenty-two, Lotto and mathilde 
are tall, glamorous, madly in love, and 
destined for greatness. A decade later, 
their marriage is still the envy of their 
friends, but with an electric thrill we 
understand that things are even more 
complicated and remarkable than they 
have seemed. With stunning revelations 
and multiple threads, and in prose that is 
vibrantly alive and original, Groff delivers 
a deeply satisfying novel about love, 
art, creativity, and power that is unlike 
anything that has come before it. 

Lauren Groff is the New york Times-
bestselling author of three novels, The 
Monsters of Templeton, Arcadia, and 
Fates and Furies, and the celebrated 
short-story collection Delicate Edible 
Birds. Her work has won the Paul Bowles 
Prize for Fiction, the PEN/O. Henry Award, 
and the Pushcart Prize.

City on Fire
Garth Risk Hallberg
NOmINATED By: 
Veria Central Public Library, Greece 
Hartford Public Library, USA

New york City, 
1976. Meet Regan 
and William 
Hamilton-Sweeney, 
estranged heirs 
to one of the city’s 
great fortunes; 
Keith and mercer, 
the men who, for 
better or worse, 
love them; Charlie 
and Samantha, 

two suburban teenagers seduced by 
downtown’s punk scene; an obsessive 
magazine reporter and his idealistic 
neighbor—and the detective trying to figure 
out what any of them have to do with a 
shooting in Central Park on New year’s Eve. 

The mystery, as it reverberates through 
families, friendships, and the corridors 
of power, will open up even the loneliest-
seeming corners of the crowded city. 
When the blackout of July 13, 1977, 
plunges this world into darkness, each of 
these lives will be changed forever. 

Garth Risk Hallberg’s first novel, City 
on Fire, was a New york Times and 
international bestseller, has been 
translated into 17 languages, and was 
named one of the best books of 2015. A 
two-time finalist for the National Book 
Critics Circle’s award for Excellence in 
Reviewing, he lives in New York. 
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The Nightingale
Kristin Hannah
NOmINATED By: 
Veria Central Public Library, Greece 
Pikes Peak Library District, Colorado 
Springs, USA

In love we find out 
who we want to be. 
In war we find out 
who we are.

France, 1939. 
Vianne mauriac 
says goodbye 
to her husband, 
Antoine, as he 
heads for the Front. 
When a German 

captain requisitions Vianne’s home, she 
and her daughter must live with the 
enemy or lose everything. Without food or 
money or hope, she is forced to make one 
impossible choice after another to keep 
her family alive.

Vianne’s sister, Isabelle, is a rebellious 
eighteen-year-old girl. While thousands of 
Parisians march into the unknown terrors 
of war, she meets Gäetan, a partisan who 
believes the French can fight the Nazis 
from within France. But when he betrays 
her, Isabelle joins the Resistance and 
never looks back, risking her life time and 
again to save others.

Kristin Hannah is the New york Times 
bestselling author of twenty-one novels. 
A former lawyer turned writer, she is the 
mother of one son and lives with her 
husband in the Pacific Northwest and 
Hawaii.

The Silent Room
mari Hannah
NOmINATED By: 
Newcastle Libraries, UK

A security van 
sets off for 
Durham prison, a 
disgraced Special 
Branch officer in 
the back. It never 
arrives. En route 
it is hijacked by 
armed men, the 
prisoner sprung. 
Suspended from 
duty on suspicion 

of aiding and abetting the audacious 
escape of his former boss, Detective 
Sergeant Matthew Ryan is locked out of 
the manhunt.

Desperate to preserve his career and 
prove his innocence, he backs off. But 

when the official investigation falls apart, 
under surveillance and with his life in 
danger, Ryan goes dark, enlisting others 
in his quest to discover the truth. When 
the trail leads to the suspicious death of 
a Norwegian national, Ryan uncovers an 
international conspiracy that has claimed 
the lives of many. 

Mari Hannah, a former probation officer, 
turned to scriptwriting when her career 
was cut short following an assault on 
duty. Her debut, The Murder Wall won 
her the Polari First Book Prize. Its follow-
up, Settled Blood, picked up a Northern 
Writers’ Award. 

Delicious Foods
James Hannaham
NOmINATED By: 
Chicago Public Library, USA 
Public Library of Cincinnati & Hamilton 
County, USA 
Jacksonville Public Library, USA

Darlene, once 
an exemplary 
wife and a loving 
mother to her 
young son, Eddie, 
finds herself 
devastated by the 
unforeseen death 
of her husband. 
She turns to drugs, 
and quickly forms 
an addiction. One 

day she disappears. Unbeknownst to 
eleven-year-old Eddie, Darlene has been 
lured away with false promises of a good 
job and a rosy life. A shady company 
named Delicious Foods shuttles her to a 
remote farm, where she is held captive, 
performing hard labor in the fields to 
pay off the supposed debt for her food, 
lodging, and the constant stream of drugs 
the farm provides to her.

The desperate circumstances that test 
the unshakeable bond between this 
mother and son unfold into myth, and 
Hannaham’s treatment of their ordeal 
spills over with compassion. 

James Hannaham is also the author of the 
novel God Says No, which was honored 
by the American Library Association. He 
holds an mFA from the michener Center at 
the University of Texas at Austin, and lives 
in Brooklyn, where he teaches creative 
writing at the Pratt Institute.

One Minute to Midnight
Diyar Harraz
NOmINATED By: 
The National Library of malaysia, Kuala 
Lumpur

The fortuitous 
events of meeting 
her future husband, 
and eventually, 
becoming a young 
mother herself, 
has unexpectedly 
shed some light on 
Sasha’s mixed and 
confused emotional 
well-being – she 
knows it has 

something to do with her past. A grainy 
truth that nearly costs her life. But she is 
determined to put it behind her and move 
on, until the unexpected happens. 

Her son is diagnosed with a terminal 
illness, and suddenly, Sasha is whirled 
back to where she started; to the 
memories she’d rather forget. Bombarded 
with the excruciating, long list of 
unmatched donors, and the inevitability 
that her only child has little time left, she is 
forced to track her way back to the family 
she no longer wishes to be associated with. 

Diyar Harraz is a malaysian brought up 
in many countries. She writes stories that 
deal with ethical issues in her blog. One 
Minute to Midnight is her second novel 
after After the Storm. 

Dictator
Robert Harris
NOmINATED By: 
Bibliotheek Gent, Belgium 
münchner Stadtbibliothek, Germany

There was a time 
when Cicero held 
Caesar’s life in the 
palm of his hand. 
But now Caesar 
is the dominant 
figure and Cicero’s 
life is in ruins. 
Cicero’s comeback 
requires wit, skill 
and courage. And 
for a brief and 

glorious period, the legendary orator is 
once more the supreme senator in Rome.

But politics is never static. And no 
statesman, however cunning, can 
safeguard against the ambition and 
corruption of others.

Robert Harris is the author of ten 
bestselling novels, including: the Cicero 
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Trilogy – Imperium, Lustrum and Dictator. 
His work has been translated into thirty-
seven languages and he is a Fellow of 
the Royal Society of Literature. He lives in 
West Berkshire with his wife, Gill Hornby.

The Girl on the Train
Paula Hawkins
NOmINATED By: 
Serres Central Public Library, Greece 
Jamaica Library Service, Kingston

you don’t know her. 
But she knows you. 

Rachel catches the 
same commuter 
train every morning. 
She knows it will 
wait at the same 
signal each time, 
overlooking a row 
of back gardens. 
She’s even started 

to feel like she knows the people who live 
in one of the houses. ‘Jess and Jason’, 
she calls them. Their life – as she sees 
it – is perfect. If only Rachel could be that 
happy.

And then she sees something shocking. 
It’s only a minute until the train moves on, 
but it’s enough.

Now everything’s changed. Now Rachel 
has a chance to become a part of the 
lives she’s only watched from afar. Now 
they’ll see; she’s much more than just the 
girl on the train…

Born and brought up in Zimbabwe, Paula 
Hawkins moved to London in 1989 and 
has lived there ever since. The Girl on 
the Train is her first thriller. It has been 
published in over forty languages and has 
been a No.1 bestseller around the world. 
The film adaptation was released in 2016. 

This Place Holds No Fear
monika Held
Translated from the German by Anne 
Posten

NOmINATED By: 
Stadtbibliothek Bremen, Germany

Summoned from 
Vienna to Frankfurt 
to testify at the 
Auschwitz trials, 
Heiner meets Lena, 
who is working 
at the court as a 
translator. As the 
trial progresses, 
Heiner bears 
witness to his 

experiences of being deported to 
Auschwitz as a young man. He and Lena 
begin a cautious love affair, but both 
are unsure whether their love can be 
strong enough to cope with his trauma. 
Heiner knows that if they are going to 
stay together Lena will have to accept 
the shadow of Auschwitz that marks him. 
When she does, they start to build a new 
life around the debris of his past.

In clear, unobtrusive prose inspired by 
interviews monika Held did with Auschwitz 
survivors, This Place Holds No Fear 
paints an emotive picture of life and love 
governed by trauma. 

Monika Held was born and grew up 
in postwar Hamburg. She has been 
awarded many prizes for her journalism 
and her political commitment, including 
Solidarnosc’s medal Wdzięczności, the 
Elisabet Selbert Prize and the German 
Social Prize. She lives in Frankfurt am 
main, Germany.

The Making of Zombie Wars
Aleksandar Hemon
NOmINATED By: 
Universitätsbibliothek Bern, Switzerland

Joshua Levin 
has a reasonably 
comfortable 
Chicago 
apartment, a mildly 
dysfunctional 
family sprinkled 
throughout the 
suburbs, a steady 
job teaching 
ESL, a devoted 
girlfriend who 

lives down the block, and a laptop full of 
screenplay ideas—one of which he thinks, 
might turn out to be good: Zombie Wars.

But all it takes is a few unexpected 
events—his already unhinged army vet of 
a landlord experiencing something of a 
psychotic break, a moment of weakness 
(or two) with his sultry Bosnian student—
for Joshua’s life to descend into chaos. 
As the stakes quickly move from absurd 
to life-and-death matters, The Making of 
Zombie Wars takes on real consequence.

Aleksandar Hemon is the author of The 
Lazarus Project, which was a finalist for 
the 2008 National Book Award and the 
National Book Critics Circle Award, and 
three books of short stories. He was 
the recipient of a 2003 Guggenheim 
Fellowship and a “genius grant” from 
the macArthur Foundation. He lives in 
Chicago.

The Illegal
Lawrence Hill
NOmINATED By: 
Calgary Public Library, Canada 
Halifax Publix Library, Canada 
Ottawa Public Library, Canada

Like every 
boy on the 
mountainous island 
of Zantoroland, 
running is all 
Keita’s ever wanted 
to do. In one of the 
poorest nations in 
the world, running 
means respect. 
Running means 
riches—until Keita 

is targeted for his father’s outspoken 
political views and discovers he must run 
for his family’s survival.

He signs on with notorious marathon 
agent Anton Hamm, but when Keita 
fails to place among the top finishers in 
his first race, he escapes into Freedom 
State—a wealthy island nation that has 
elected a government bent on deporting 
the refugees living within its borders in the 
community of AfricTown. Keita can stay 
safe only if he keeps moving and eludes 
Hamm and the officials who would deport 
him to his own country, where he would 
face almost certain death.

Fast moving and compelling, The Illegal 
casts a satirical eye on people who have 
turned their backs on undocumented 
refugees struggling to survive in a nation 
that does not want them. 

Lawrence Hill is the award-winning and 
internationally bestselling author of The 
Book of Negroes, Some Great Thing and 
Any Known Blood. He lives with his family 
in Hamilton, Ontario, and Woody Point, 
Newfoundland.

Submission
michel Houellebecq
Translated from the French by Lorin Stein

NOmINATED By: 
Winnipeg Public Library, Canada 
Tartu Public Library, Estonia 
Stadtbüchereien Düsseldorf, Germany 
Bibliotheken der Stadt mainz, Germany 
Bergen Offentlige Bibliotek, Norway
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As the 2022 
French Presidential 
election looms, two 
candidates emerge 
as favourites: 
marine Le Pen of 
the Front National, 
and the charismatic 
muhammed Ben 
Abbes of the 
growing muslim 
Fraternity. Forming 

a controversial alliance with the political 
left to block the Front National’s alarming 
ascendancy, Ben Abbes sweeps to power, 
and overnight the country is transformed. 
This proves to be the death knell of French 
secularism, as Islamic law comes into 
force: women are veiled, polygamy is 
encouraged and, for our narrator François 

– misanthropic, middle-aged and alienated 
– life is set on a new course.

Submission is a devastating satire, comic 
and melancholy by turns, and a profound 
meditation on faith and meaning in 
Western society.

A poet, essayist and novelist, Michel 
Houellebecq is the author of several 
novels, including The Map and the 
Territory, Atomised, Platform and Whatever.

Black River
S.m. Hulse
NOmINATED By: 
Free Library of Philadelphia, USA

Wes Carver returns 
to his hometown—
Black River, 
montana—with two 
things: his wife’s 
ashes and a letter 
from the parole 
board. The convict 
who once held him 
hostage during a 
prison riot is up for 
release. For years, 

Wes earned his living as a corrections 
officer and found his joy playing the fiddle. 
But the riot shook Wes’s faith and robbed 
him of his music; now he must decide if his 
attacker should walk free. 

S.m. Hulse shows us the heart and 
darkness of an American town, and one 
man’s struggle to find forgiveness in the 
wake of evil.

S. M. Hulse received her mFA from the 
University of Oregon and was a fiction fellow 
at the University of Wisconsin–madison. Her 
stories have appeared in Willow Springs, 
Witness, and Salamander. A horsewoman 
and fiddler, she has spent time in 
Washington, montana, Idaho, and Oregon. 

The Evening Chorus
Helen Humphreys
NOmINATED By: 
Calgary Public Library, Canada 
Toronto Public Library, Canada

Resigned to living 
out the Second 
World War in a 
German POW 
camp, James 
Hunter, an English 
officer, begins 
studying a pair 
of redstarts near 
the camp. His 
interest in the 
birds captures the 

attention of the Kommandant and gives 
James cause to fear for his life. meanwhile, 
back in England, James’s young wife, 
Rose, falls headlong into a passionate 
affair with another man. When James’s 
sister, Enid, is bombed out of her London 
flat, she comes to stay with Rose, and the 
two women form a surprising friendship 
that alters the course of both of their lives.

With wonderfully developed characters, 
exquisitely shaped by and reflected in the 
natural world, The Evening Chorus is a 
brilliant, beautiful evocation of place and 
a natural history of both the war and the 
human heart. 

Helen Humphreys is the award-winning 
author of four books of poetry, six novels, 
and two works of creative non-fiction. The 
recipient of the Harbourfront Festival Prize 
for literary excellence, Humphreys lives in 
Kingston, Ontario.

Avenue of Mysteries
John Irving
NOmINATED By: 
muntpunt, Brussels, Belgium

Juan Diego’s 
little sister is a 
mind reader. As 
a teenager, he 
struggles to keep 
anything secret – 
Lupe knows all the 
worst things that go 
through his mind. 
And sometimes she 
knows more. What 
a terrible burden 

it is to know – or to think you know – your 
future, or worse, the future of someone you 
love. What might a young girl be driven 
to do if she thought she had the power to 
change what lies ahead?

Later in life, Juan Diego embarks on a 
journey to fulfil a promise he made in his 

youth. It is a long story and it has long 
awaited an ending, but Juan Diego is 
unable to write the final chapters.

This is the story of what happens when the 
future collides with the past.

John Irving has been nominated for 
a National Book Award three times—
winning once, in 1980, for his novel The 
World According to Garp. An international 
writer—his novels have been translated 
into more than thirty-five languages—John 
Irving lives in Toronto. 
 

The Buried Giant
Kazuo Ishiguro
NOmINATED By: 
Waterford City & County Library Service, 
Ireland 
Osaka municipal Library, Japan 
Pikes Peak Library District, Colorado 
Springs, USA 
Houston Public Library, USA 
miami-Dade Public Library System, USA 
The Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, USA

The Romans 
have long since 
departed, and 
Britain is steadily 
declining into 
ruin. But at least 
the wars that 
once ravaged 
the country have 
ceased.

The Buried Giant 
begins as a couple, Axl and Beatrice, set 
off across a troubled land of mist and 
rain in the hope of finding a son they 
have not seen for years. They expect to 
face many hazards - some strange and 
other-worldly - but they cannot yet foresee 
how their journey will reveal to them dark 
and forgotten corners of their love for one 
another.

Sometimes savage, often intensely 
moving, Kazuo Ishiguro’s first novel in 
a decade is about lost memories, love, 
revenge and war. 

Kazuo Ishiguro’s seven previous books, 
including Remains of the Day and Never 
Let Me Go have won him wide renown 
and many honours around the world. His 
work has been translated into over forty 
languages. Born in Nagasaki, Japan, he 
moved to Britain at the age of five. He 
lives in London with his wife and daughter.

The Illegal
Lawrence Hill
NOmINATED By: 
Calgary Public Library, Canada 
Halifax Publix Library, Canada 
Ottawa Public Library, Canada

Like every 
boy on the 
mountainous island 
of Zantoroland, 
running is all 
Keita’s ever wanted 
to do. In one of the 
poorest nations in 
the world, running 
means respect. 
Running means 
riches—until Keita 

is targeted for his father’s outspoken 
political views and discovers he must run 
for his family’s survival.

He signs on with notorious marathon 
agent Anton Hamm, but when Keita 
fails to place among the top finishers in 
his first race, he escapes into Freedom 
State—a wealthy island nation that has 
elected a government bent on deporting 
the refugees living within its borders in the 
community of AfricTown. Keita can stay 
safe only if he keeps moving and eludes 
Hamm and the officials who would deport 
him to his own country, where he would 
face almost certain death.

Fast moving and compelling, The Illegal 
casts a satirical eye on people who have 
turned their backs on undocumented 
refugees struggling to survive in a nation 
that does not want them. 

Lawrence Hill is the award-winning and 
internationally bestselling author of The 
Book of Negroes, Some Great Thing and 
Any Known Blood. He lives with his family 
in Hamilton, Ontario, and Woody Point, 
Newfoundland.

Submission
michel Houellebecq
Translated from the French by Lorin Stein

NOmINATED By: 
Winnipeg Public Library, Canada 
Tartu Public Library, Estonia 
Stadtbüchereien Düsseldorf, Germany 
Bibliotheken der Stadt mainz, Germany 
Bergen Offentlige Bibliotek, Norway
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The Star Side of Bird Hill
Naomi Jackson
NOmINATED By: 
The National Library Service, Bridgetown, 
Barbados

Two sisters, ages 
ten and sixteen, 
are exiled from 
Brooklyn to Bird Hill 
in Barbados after 
their mother can no 
longer care for them. 
The young Phaedra 
and her older sister, 
Dionne, live for the 
summer of 1989 with 
their grandmother 

Hyacinth, a midwife and practitioner of the 
local spiritual practice of obeah. 

Dionne spends the summer in search 
of love, testing her grandmother’s limits, 
and wanting to go home. Phaedra 
explores Bird Hill, where her family has 
lived for generations, accompanies her 
grandmother in her role as a midwife, and 
investigates their mother’s mysterious life. 

This tautly paced coming-of-age story 
builds to a crisis when the father they 
barely know comes to Bird Hill to reclaim 
his daughters, and both Phaedra and 
Dionne must choose between the 
Brooklyn they once knew and loved or the 
Barbados of their family.

Naomi Jackson was born and raised 
in Brooklyn by West Indian parents. 
She studied fiction at the Iowa Writers’ 
Workshop, where she was awarded 
the maytag Fellowship for Excellence 
in Fiction to complete her first novel, 
The Star Side of Bird Hill. A graduate 
of Williams College, Jackson has had 
her work appear in literary journals and 
magazines in the United States and abroad.

Day Boy
Trent Jamieson
NOmINATED By: 
The State Library of Queensland, 
Brisbane, Australia

mark is a Day Boy.

In a post-traumatic 
future the masters 

—formerly human, 
now practically 
immortal—rule a 
world that bends 
to their will and a 
human population 
upon which they 
feed. Invincible by 

night, all but helpless by day, each relies 
on his Day Boy to serve and protect him.

mark has been lucky in his master: Dain 
has treated him well. But as he grows 
to manhood and his time as a Day Boy 
draws to a close, there are choices to be 
made.

Will mark undergo the Change and 
become, himself, a master—or throw in 
his lot with his fellow humans? As the 
tensions in his conflicted world reach 
crisis point, mark’s decision may be 
crucial.

Trent Jamieson is a teacher, bookseller 
and writer of science fiction and fantasy, 
including the Death Works series. He has 
twice won Aurealis Awards for his short 
stories. He lives in Brisbane.

The Fifth Season
N.K. Jemisin
NOmINATED By: 
Hartford Public Library, USA

A season of 
endings has 
begun. It starts 
with the great red 
rift across the heart 
of the world’s sole 
continent, from 
which enough ash 
spews to darken 
the sky for years. 
Or centuries.

It starts with death, with a murdered son 
and a missing daughter.

It starts with betrayal, and long dormant 
wounds rising up to fester.

And it ends with you. you are the Stillness, 
a land long familiar with catastrophe, 
where orogenes wield the power of the 
earth as a weapon and are feared far 
more than the long cold night. And you 
will have no mercy.

N.K. Jemisin is a Brooklyn author whose 
short fiction and novels have been 
nominated numerous times for the Hugo 
and the Nebula. When not writing, Jemisin 
enjoys cycling, adventuring, gaming, and 
is a counselling psychologist by day.

Where All Light Tends To Go
David Joy
NOmINATED By: 
Cleveland Public Library, USA

The area 
surrounding 
Cashiers, North 
Carolina, is home 
to people of all 
kinds, but the 
world that Jacob 
mcNeely lives in is 
crueler than most. 
His father runs 
a methodically 
organized meth 

ring, with local authorities on the dime to 
turn a blind eye to his dealings. Having 
dropped out of high school and cut 
himself off from his peers, Jacob has 
been working for this father for years, all 
on the promise that his payday will come 
eventually. The only joy he finds comes 
from reuniting with maggie, his first love, 
and a girl clearly bound for bigger and 
better things than their hardscrabble town.

Jacob has always been resigned to play 
the cards that were dealt him, but when 
a fatal mistake changes everything, he’s 
faced with a choice: stay and appease his 
father, or leave the mountains with the girl 
he loves. 

David Joy’s first novel, Where All Light 
Tends to Go, debuted to great acclaim 
and was named an Edgar finalist for 
Best First Novel. His stories and creative 
nonfiction have appeared in numerous 
publications. He lives in Webster,  
North Carolina.

The World Without Us
mireille Juchau
NOmINATED By: 
The State Library of New South Wales, 
Sydney, Australia

It has been six 
months since Tess 
müller stopped 
speaking. Her 
silence is baffling 
to her parents, 
her teachers and 
her younger sister 
meg, but the more 
urgent mystery 
for both girls is 
where their mother, 

Evangeline, goes each day, pushing an 
empty pram and returning home wet, 
muddy and dishevelled.
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Their father, Stefan, struggling with his 
own losses, tends to his apiary and 
tries to understand why his bees are 
disappearing. But after he discovers a car 
wreck and human remains on their farm, 
old secrets emerge to threaten the fragile 
family.

The World Without Us is a beautifully told 
story of secrets and survival, family and 
community, loss and renewal. 

Mireille Juchau is a critically acclaimed 
Australian novelist. The World Without 
Us is her third novel. It won The Victorian 
Premier’s Literary Award, shortlisted for 
The Stella Prize, and longlisted for the 
miles Franklin Literary Award and the 
Australian Book Industry Awards 2016. 
mireille is also known for her play White 
Gifts, her short fiction, essays and reviews. 

Man on Fire
Stephen Kelman
NOmINATED By: 
The State Library of South Australia, 
Adelaide

I was beating the 
life out of Bibhuti 
with a baseball 
bat when my first 
monsoon broke…

John Lock has 
come to India to 
meet his destiny. 
He has fled the 
quiet desperation 
of his life in 

England to offer his help to a man who 
has learned to conquer pain, a world 
record breaker who specialises in feats 
of extreme endurance and ill-advised 
masochism. In answering Bibhuti’s call for 
assistance, John hopes to rewrite a brave 
end to a life poorly lived.

But as they take their leap of faith together, 
and John is welcomed into Bibhuti’s family, 
and into the colour and chaos of mumbai, 
he learns more about life and death, and 
everything in between than he could ever 
have bargained for. 

Stephen Kelman was born in Luton 
in 1976. Pigeon English, his first novel, 
was shortlisted for the 2011 man Booker 
Prize, the Desmond Elliott Prize and the 
Guardian First Book Award, and he was 
also shortlisted for the New Writer of the 
year Award at the Galaxy National Book 
Awards. He lives in St Albans. 

The African Equation
yasmina Khadra
Translated from the French  
by Howard Curtis

NOmINATED By: 
Liverpool City Libraries, UK

Kurt Krausmann, a 
recently bereaved 
Frankfurt doctor, is 
persuaded to join 
his friend, wealthy 
benefactor Hans 
makkenroth, on 
a humanitarian 
mission to the 
Comoros. The 
journey helps him 
begin to confront 

his loss, but soon misfortune strikes again: 
the boat he and Hans are travelling in is 
hijacked in the Gulf of Aden and the men 
are taken hostage.

Held in a remote hideout, the prisoners 
suffer harsh conditions and the brutality 
of their guards; self-styled warriors, ex-
army captains and even poets drawn to 
banditry through poverty or opportunism. 
When the group decamps to a lawless 
desert region and Hans is taken away, 
Kurt sinks deeper into despair. But fellow 
inmate Bruno, a French ethnologist who 
has been travelling Africa for 40 years, 
attempts to show Kurt another side to the 
wounded yet defiant continent he has 
taken to his heart.

Yasmina Khadra is the author of more 
than 20 novels including The Swallows 
of Kabul and The Attack. His work has 
been published in 45 countries. He has 
twice been honoured by the Académie 
française, winning both the médaille de 
vermeil and Grand Prix de littérature.

The Helios Disaster
Linda Boström Knausgård
Translated from the Norwegian  
by Rachel Willson-Broyles

NOmINATED By: 
Deichmanske Bibliotek, Oslo, Norway

The Helios Disaster, 
a modern myth, 
is a unique, 
wonderfully 
written story about 
the relationship 
between men and 
gods, fathers and 
daughters, heaven 
and earth. A twelve 
year-old girl, born 
out of her father’s 

head like the goddess Athena, ends up in 
a foster home, starts to speak in tongues 
and is finally committed to a psychiatric 
institution. All this time, she dreams of 
seeing her father again. When they finally 
find each other, they run away together. 
Who are the girl and her father?

Linda Boström Knausgård, a Swedish 
author and poet, made her critical 
breakthrough in 2011 with the short-story 
collection Grand Mal. The Helios Disaster, 
her first novel, was awarded the mare 
Kandre Award.

Luckiest Girl Alive
Jessica Knoll
NOmINATED By: 
Richland Library, Columbia, USA

Her perfect life is a 
perfect lie. 

As a teenager at 
the prestigious 
Bradley School, 
Ani FaNelli 
endured a 
shocking, public 
humiliation that 
left her desperate 
to reinvent herself. 

Now, with a glamorous job, expensive 
wardrobe, and handsome blue blood 
fiancé, she’s this close to living the perfect 
life she’s worked so hard to achieve. 

But Ani has a secret. There’s something 
else buried in her past that still haunts 
her, something private and painful that 
threatens to bubble to the surface and 
destroy everything.

With a singular voice and twists you won’t 
see coming, Luckiest Girl Alive explores 
the unbearable pressure that so many 
women feel to “have it all” and introduces 
a heroine whose sharp edges and 
cutthroat ambition have been protecting a 
scandalous truth, and a heart that’s bigger 
than it first appears.

Jessica Knoll grew up in Pennsylvania 
and has been a senior editor at 
Cosmopolitan and the articles editor 
at SELF. Luckiest Girl Alive is her first 
book. She lives in New york City with her 
husband. 
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Imperium
Christian Kracht
Translated from the German  
by Daniel Bowles

NOmINATED By: 
Tartu Public Library, Estonia 
münchner Stadtbibliothek, Germany

An outrageous, 
fantastical, 
uncategorizable 
novel of obsession, 
adventure, and 
coconuts.

In 1902, a radical 
vegetarian and 
nudist from 
Nuremberg 
named August 

Engelhardt set sail for what was then 
called the Bismarck Archipelago, in 
German New Guinea. His destination: the 
island Kabakon. His goal: to establish a 
colony based on worship of the sun and 
coconuts. His malnourished body was 
found on the beach on Kabakon in 1919; 
he was forty-three years old.

Christian Kracht’s Imperium uses the 
outlandish details of Engelhardt’s life to 
craft a fable about the allure of extremism 
and its fundamental foolishness. 
Engelhardt is at once a pitiable, 
misunderstood outsider and a rigid 
ideologue, and his misguided notions 
of purity and his spiral into madness 
presage the horrors of the mid-twentieth 
century.

Christian Kracht is a Swiss novelist 
whose books have been translated into 
twenty-seven languages. His previous 
novels include Faserland, 1979, and I 
Will Be Here in Sunshine and in Shadow. 
Imperium was the recipient of the 2012 
Wilhelm Raabe literature prize. 

The Festival of Insignificance
milan Kundera
Translated from the French  
by Linda Asher

NOmINATED By: 
Městská knihovna Třinec, Czech Republic

Casting light on 
the most serious 
of problems and 
at the same time 
saying not one 
serious sentence; 
being fascinated 
by the reality of 
the contemporary 
world and at the 
same time 

completely avoiding realism—that’s The 
Festival of Insignificance. Readers who 
know milan Kundera’s earlier books know 
that the wish to incorporate an element 
of the “unserious” in a novel is not at all 
unexpected of him. In Immortality, Goethe 
and Hemingway stroll through several 
chapters together talking and laughing. 
And in Slowness, Vera, the author’s wife, 
says to her husband: “you’ve often told 
me you meant to write a book one day 
that would have not a single serious 
word in it… I warn you: watch out. your 
enemies are lying in wait.” 

Now, far from watching out, Kundera is 
finally and fully realizing his old aesthetic 
dream in this novel that we could easily 
view as a summation of his whole work. 
A strange sort of summation. Strange 
sort of epilogue. Strange sort of laughter, 
inspired by our time, which is comical 
because it has lost all sense of humor. 
What more can we say? Nothing.  
Just read.

Franco-Czech novelist Milan Kundera 
was born in Brno and has lived in France 
since 1975. He is the author of the novels 
The Unbearable Lightness of Being, 
Immortality, and the short story collection 
Laughable Loves—all originally in Czech. 
His more recent novels were originally 
written in French. 

Fortunate Slaves
Tom Lanoye
Translated from the Dutch  
by Michele Hutchison

NOmINATED By: 
muntpunt, Brussels, Belgium 
The Libraries of The Hague,  
The Netherlands  
de Bibliotheek Utrecht, The Netherlands

Two doppelgänger 
exiles—both, 
curiously, named 
Tony Hanssen—are 
on the run from the 
lies and deceit that 
have defined their 
lives. When they 
accidentally meet 
up, they realise that 
each could hold 
the solution to the 
other’s problems. 

An allegory of the global economic crisis 
and of the identity conflict of modern 
man, Fortunate Slaves is a moral and 
picaresque novel that is both entertaining 
and thought-provoking. Just how low will 
desperate men sink to achieve their aims?

Tom Lanoye is an award-winning, highly 
acclaimed novelist, poet and playwright. 
Fortunate Slaves sold over 50,000 copies 
and was shortlisted for both the Libris 
Literature Prize and the AKO Literature 
Prize 2014. His bestseller Speechless was 
awarded several major prizes and has 
been voted one of the most popular ‘new 
classics’ in Flemish literature. He lives in 
Antwerp and Capetown.

The Prophets of Eternal Fjord
Kim Leine
Translated from the Danish  
by Martin Aitkin

NOmINATED By: 
Openbare Bibliotheek Brugge, Belgium 
Aarhus Kommunes Biblioteker, Denmark 
Chicago Public Library, USA

Idealistic, 
misguided 
morten Falch is a 
newly ordained 
priest sailing to 
Greenland in 1787 
to convert the 
Inuit to the Danish 
church. A rugged 
outpost battered 
by harsh winters, 
Sukkertoppen is 

overshadowed by the threat of dissent; 
natives from neighbouring villages have 
united to reject Danish rule and establish 
their own settlement atop Eternal Fjord. 

As Falck becomes involved with those in 
his care – his ambitious catechist, a lonely 
trader’s wife, and a fatalistic widow he 
comes to love – his faith and reputation 
are dangerously called into question. 

Kim Leine is a Danish-Norwegian novelist. 
He received the Golden Lauren award 
and the Nordic Council’s Literature Prize 
for The Prophets of Eternal Fjord, which is 
his fourth novel.

The Great Swindle
Pierre Lemaitre
Translated from the French  
by Frank Wynne

NOmINATED By: 
Katona József Library of Bács-Kiskun 
County, Kecskemét, Hungary
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October 1918: the 
war on the Western 
Front is all but 
over. Desperate for 
one last chance 
of promotion, 
the ambitious 
Lieutenant Henri 
d’Aulnay Pradelle 
sends two scouts 
over the top, and 
secretly shoots 

them in the back to incite his men to 
heroic action once more.

And so is set in motion a series of 
devastating events that will inextricably 
bind together the fates and fortunes of 
Pradelle and the two soldiers who witness 
his crime: Albert maillard and Édouard 
Péricourt.

Back in civilian life, Albert and Édouard 
struggle to adjust to a society whose 
reverence for its dead cannot quite match 
its resentment for those who survived. 
But the two soldiers conspire to enact an 
audacious form of revenge against the 
country that abandoned them to penury 
and despair, with a scheme to swindle the 
whole of France on an epic scale.

meanwhile, believing her brother killed 
in action, Édouard’s sister madeleine has 
married Pradelle, who is running a little 
scam of his own...

Pierre Lemaitre was born in Paris 
in 1951. He was awarded the Crime 
Writers’ Association International Dagger, 
alongside Fred Vargas, for Alex. In 2013 
his novel Au revoir là-haut (The Great 
Swindle, in English translation) won  
the Prix Goncourt, France’s leading 
literary award.

Birdie
Tracey Lindberg
NOmINATED By: 
Calgary Public Library, Canada

Birdie is a darkly 
comic and moving 
first novel about 
the universal 
experience of 
recovering from 
wounds of the past, 
informed by the 
lore and knowledge 
of Cree traditions. 
Bernice meetoos, 
a Cree woman, 

leaves her home in Northern Alberta 
following tragedy and travels to Gibsons, 
BC. She is on something of a vision quest, 
seeking to understand the messages 

from The Frugal Gourmet (one of the only 
television shows available on CBC North) 
that come to her in her dreams. She 
is also driven by the leftover teenaged 
desire to meet Pat Johns, who played 
Jesse on The Beachcombers, because he 
is, as she says, a working, healthy Indian 
man. Bernice heads for Molly’s Reach to 
find answers but they are not the ones 
she expected.

Tracey Lindberg is a citizen of 
As’in’i’wa’chi Ni’yaw Nation Rocky 
mountain Cree and hails from the Kelly 
Lake Cree Nation community. She is an 
award-winning writer for her academic 
work and teaches Indigenous studies at 
two universities in Canada. Birdie, her first 
novel, earned Tracey a spot on CBC’s list 
of “Writers to Watch.”

The Discreet Hero
mario Vargas Llosa
Translated from the Spanish  
by Edith Grossman

NOmINATED By: 
Biblioteca Demonstrativa maria da 
Conceição moreira Salles – ministério da 
Cultura, Brasilia, Brazil

Nobel laureate 
mario Vargas 
Llosa’s newest 
novel follows 
two fascinating 
characters whose 
lives are destined 
to intersect: neat, 
endearing Felícito 
yanaqué, a small 
businessman in 
Piura, Peru, who 

finds himself the victim of blackmail; and 
Ismael Carrera, a successful owner of an 
insurance company in Lima, who cooks 
up a plan to avenge himself against the 
two lazy sons who want him dead.

Felícito and Ismael are, each in his own 
way, quiet, discreet rebels: honorable men 
trying to seize control of their destinies 
in a social and political climate where all 
can seem set in stone, predetermined. 
They are hardly vigilantes, but each is 
determined to live according to his own 
personal ideals and desires—which 
means forcibly rising above the pettiness 
of their surroundings. 

Mario Vargas Llosa was awarded the 
Nobel Prize in Literature in 2010. He 
has been awarded the Cervantes Prize, 
the Spanish-speaking world’s most 
distinguished literary honor. His many 
works include The Feast of the Goat, 
The Bad Girl, and Aunt Julia and the 
Scriptwriter. 

The Story of My Teeth
Valeria Luiselli
Translated from the Spanish  
by Christina MacSweeney

NOmINATED By: 
New york Public Library, USA

Highway is a 
late-in-life world 
traveller, yarn 
spinner, collector, 
and legendary 
auctioneer. His 
most precious 
possessions are 
the teeth of the 
‘notorious infamous’ 
like Plato, Petrarch, 
and Virginia Woolf. 

Written in collaboration with the workers 
at a Jumex juice factory, The Story of 
My Teeth is an elegant, witty, exhilarating 
romp through the industrial suburbs of 
mexico City and Luiselli’s own literary 
influences.

Valeria Luiselli was born mexico City 
and grew up in South Africa. A novelist 
(Faces in the Crowd) and essayist 
(Sidewalks), her work has been translated 
into many languages. In 2014, Faces in 
the Crowd was the recipient of the Los 
Angeles Times Art Seidenbaum Award 
for First Fiction and the National Book 
Foundation’s 5 Under 35 award. 

Bits of Heaven
Aishah madadiy
NOmINATED By: 
The National Library of malaysia,  
Kuala Lumpar

Akeed yahya is a 
PhD student at the 
Ohio University 
in Athens, Ohio, 
United States 
of America. His 
objective in life 
is to discover the 
authentic essence 
of virtues through 
his involvement 
in watchdog 

journalism. Having faced great ordeals 
during this journey, like being shot in 
the city of Fallujah in the Iraqi Al-Anbar 
province, there are two traits he simply 
cannot brush aside – tender solicitude 
and persistent inquisitive nature. These 
traits have driven him to travel to the 
middle East to contend with some hard-
truths about Egypt’s conflict and the 
aftermath of the Iraq War. 

Aishah Madadiy holds a master of Arts 

Tom Lanoye is an award-winning, highly 
acclaimed novelist, poet and playwright. 
Fortunate Slaves sold over 50,000 copies 
and was shortlisted for both the Libris 
Literature Prize and the AKO Literature 
Prize 2014. His bestseller Speechless was 
awarded several major prizes and has 
been voted one of the most popular ‘new 
classics’ in Flemish literature. He lives in 
Antwerp and Capetown.

The Prophets of Eternal Fjord
Kim Leine
Translated from the Danish  
by Martin Aitkin

NOmINATED By: 
Openbare Bibliotheek Brugge, Belgium 
Aarhus Kommunes Biblioteker, Denmark 
Chicago Public Library, USA

Idealistic, 
misguided 
morten Falch is a 
newly ordained 
priest sailing to 
Greenland in 1787 
to convert the 
Inuit to the Danish 
church. A rugged 
outpost battered 
by harsh winters, 
Sukkertoppen is 

overshadowed by the threat of dissent; 
natives from neighbouring villages have 
united to reject Danish rule and establish 
their own settlement atop Eternal Fjord. 

As Falck becomes involved with those in 
his care – his ambitious catechist, a lonely 
trader’s wife, and a fatalistic widow he 
comes to love – his faith and reputation 
are dangerously called into question. 

Kim Leine is a Danish-Norwegian novelist. 
He received the Golden Lauren award 
and the Nordic Council’s Literature Prize 
for The Prophets of Eternal Fjord, which is 
his fourth novel.

The Great Swindle
Pierre Lemaitre
Translated from the French  
by Frank Wynne

NOmINATED By: 
Katona József Library of Bács-Kiskun 
County, Kecskemét, Hungary
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in Philosophy from King’s College London, 
and wishes to pursue a PhD in the same 
field. She has published two malay novels 
with Jemari Seni, and has her own group 
of followers. She believes every virtuous 
person deserves to savour the best bits of 
heaven. 
 

Don’t Forget to Remember
Sonia mael
NOmINATED By: 
The National Library of malaysia, Kuala 
Lumpar

This is a poignant 
love story of two 
people who came 
from diverse 
backgrounds and 
cultures, cruelly 
separated by a 
scheming mother 
who wished to 
preserve her class 
and status. 

He was six feet tall, smart and elegant, 
with the persona of a wealthy and cultured 
man bred in a world of sophistication and 
old money. With his handsomely hewn 
patrician features, he had that magnetism 
that could attract any woman he wanted, 
yet the first time his eyes fell on her, he 
became completely enamoured. 

She was a petite beauty born and bred 
in a simple agrarian community, totally 
unaware of the allure that she projected, 
her dazzling smile that captivated him or 
the magical femimine aura that drew him 
to her. yet she was completely alien to his 
world. 

Sonia Mael writes about the lives, cultural 
and traditions of the people of malaysia 
from a historical point of view, often 
through a reflective and poignant story 
telling perspective.

The Offering
Grace mcCleen
NOmINATED By: 
Tampere City Library, Finland

I thought it began 
the day Father 
came home without 
work. Then I 
thought perhaps 
it really began the 
day we arrived at 
the farm...

Something 
happened on 
madeline’s 

fourteenth birthday, something so 
traumatic that it triggered her mental 
breakdown. many years later, she still  
can’t – or perhaps won’t – recall the  
events of that night.

A charismatic new psychiatrist, Dr Lucas, 
believes he can unlock madeline’s 
memory by taking her step by step 
through the preceding year, when her 
father moved the family to an island he 
was certain God had guided them to.

Lyrically evoking the rhythms and beauty 
of the natural world, The Offering is a 
novel taut with foreboding, a haunting tale 
of misplaced faith and a heartbreakingly 
damaged psyche.

Grace McCleen’s first novel, The Land of 
Decoration, was awarded the Desmond 
Elliott Prize for the best first novel of the 
year. Her second novel, The Professor 
of Poetry, was shortlisted for the Encore 
Award. The Offering is her third novel.  
She lives in London.

The Antipodeans
Greg mcGee
NOmINATED By: 
Auckland Libraries, New Zealand

Beginning with the 
return to Venice 
of an old man 
determined to 
confront his past, 
The Antipodeans 
spans three 
generations of 
a New Zealand 
family and their 
interaction with 
three families 

of Northern Italy. From Venice to the 
South Island of New Zealand, from the 
assassination of a Gestapo commander 
in WWII to contemporary real estate 
shenanigans in Auckland, from political 
assassination in the darkest days of the 
Red Brigade to the vaulting cosmology 
of particle physics, The Antipodeans is a 
novel of epic proportions where families 
from the opposite ends of the earth 
discover an intergenerational legacy of 
love, blood and betrayal.

Greg McGee originally came to literary 
attention when he wrote the iconic New 
Zealand play, Foreskin’s Lament. Since 
then he has had a successful career 
writing for television, but again broke into 
the literary consciousness as Alix Bosco 
winning the inaugural Ngaio marsh award 
for crime writing. He has been published 
internationally.

Circling the Sun
Paula mcLain
NOmINATED By: 
Katona József Library of Bács-Kiskun 
County, Kecskemét, Hungary

Circling the 
Sun brings to 
life a fearless 
and captivating 
woman—Beryl 
markham, a 
record-setting 
aviator caught up 
in a passionate 
love triangle with 
safari hunter Denys 
Finch Hatton and 

Karen Blixen, who as Isak Dinesen wrote 
the classic memoir Out of Africa.

Brought to Kenya from England as a 
child and then abandoned by her mother, 
Beryl is raised by both her father and 
the native Kipsigis tribe who share his 
estate. Her unconventional upbringing 
transforms Beryl into a bold young 
woman, but when everything Beryl knows 
and trusts dissolves, she forges her own 
path as a horse trainer. Her uncommon 
style attracts the eye of the Happy Valley 
set, a decadent, bohemian community of 
European expats, but it is the ruggedly 
charismatic Denys Finch Hatton who 
ultimately helps Beryl navigate the 
uncharted territory of her own heart. The 
intensity of their love reveals Beryl’s truest 
self and her fate: to fly.

Paula McLain is the author of the novels 
The Paris Wife and A Ticket to Ride, the 
memoir Like Family: Growing Up in Other 
People’s Houses, and two collections  
of poetry. She lives in Cleveland with  
her family.

Slade House
David mitchell
NOmINATED By: 
municipal Library of Prague, Czech 
Republic 
Limerick City & County Libraries, Ireland

Turn down Slade 
Alley - narrow, 
dank and easy 
to miss. Find the 
small black iron 
door set into the 
right-hand wall. No 
handle, no keyhole, 
but at your touch it 
swings open. Enter 
the sunlit garden 
of an old house 
that doesn’t quite 
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make sense; too grand for the shabby 
neighbourhood, too large for the space 
it occupies. A stranger greets you and 
invites you inside. At first, you won’t want 
to leave. Later, you’ll find that you can’t.

This unnerving, taut and intricately woven 
tale begins in 1979 and comes to its 
turbulent conclusion around Hallowe’en, 
2015. Because every nine years, on the 
last Saturday of October, a ‘guest’ is 
summoned to Slade House. But why has 
that person been chosen, by whom and 
for what purpose? 

David Mitchell is the author of novels 
and short stories including Cloud Atlas, 
Black Swan Green, and The Bone Clocks. 
He has won the John Llewellyn Rhys, 
Geoffrey Faber memorial and South 
Bank Show Literature Prizes, and been 
shortlisted twice for the Booker Prize. 

A Reunion of Ghosts
Judith Claire mitchell
NOmINATED By: 
New Hampshire State Library, Concord, 
USA 
The Seattle Public Library, USA

In the waning 
days of 1999, the 
last of the Alters—
three damaged 
but wisecracking 
sisters who share 
an apartment on 
manhattan’s Upper 
West Side—decide 
it’s time to close 
the circle of the 
family curse by 

taking their own lives. But first, Lady, 
Vee, and Delph must explain the origins 
of that curse and how it has manifested 
throughout the preceding generations. 
Unspooling threads of history, personal 
memory, and family lore, they weave 
a mesmerizing account that stretches 
back a century to their great-grandfather, 
a brilliant scientist whose professional 
triumph became the terrible legacy that 
defines them. 

A suicide note crafted by three bright, 
funny women, A Reunion of Ghosts 
is the final chapter of a saga lifetimes 
in the making—one that is inexorably 
intertwined with the story of the twentieth 
century itself.

Judith Claire Mitchell, author of the novel 
The Last Day of the War and A Reunion 
of Ghosts, is an English professor at 
the University of Wisconsin–madison. A 
graduate of the Iowa Writers’ Workshop, 
she lives in madison, Wisconsin.

The Legend of  
Winstone Blackhat
Tanya moir
NOmINATED By: 
Wellington City Libraries, New Zealand

A powerfully 
realised novel that 
weaves the past 
with the present 
and the real  
with the imaginary.

In Winstone’s 
imagination, the 
Kid and his partner 
ride through the 
Wild West on the 

trail of their quarry. In Winstone’s actual 
life, he’s had to abandon his ‘partner’ and 
is hiding out in the tough landscape of 
Central Otago. What has this boy run from, 
and how will the resilient and engaging 
twelve-year-old survive?

This moving, inventive and hard-hitting 
novel will remain with you long after you 
have finished the last page.

Tanya Moir was born in Southland in 
1969 and now lives on the west coast of 
Auckland with her husband. Her first book 
was the critically acclaimed historical 
novel La Rochelle’s Road. Her second 
novel, Anticipation, was published in 2013 
to rave reviews. moir was a 2013 Buddle 
Findlay Sargeson Fellow.

The Promise Seed
Cass moriarty
NOmINATED By: 
The State Library of Queensland, 
Brisbane, Australia

An elderly man, 
living alone in the 
suburbs, thinks 
back on his 
life – the missed 
opportunities, the 
shocking betrayals, 
the rare moments 
of joy. When 
his ten-year-old 
neighbour hides 
in his garden one 

afternoon, they begin an unexpected 
friendship that offers a reprieve from their 
individual struggles. Can the old man 
protect the boy he has come to know –  
and redeem the boy he once was?

Cass Moriarty lives and writes in 
Brisbane. She has worked in public 
relations and marketing, and volunteered 
as a counsellor in child protective 
services. She began writing fiction after 

the birth of her sixth child. The Promise 
Seed, her first novel, was shortlisted in 
the Emerging Author category of the 2013 
Queensland Literary Awards.

Signs for Lost Children
Sarah moss
NOmINATED By: 
Cork City Libraries, Ireland

Only weeks into 
their marriage 
a young couple 
embark on a 
six-month period 
of separation. 
Tom Cavendish 
goes to Japan to 
build lighthouses 
and his wife Ally, 
Doctor moberley-
Cavendish, stays 

and works at the Truro asylum. As Ally 
plunges into the institutional politics of 
mental health, Tom navigates the social 
and professional nuances of late 19th  
century Japan. 

With her unique blend of emotional 
insight and intellectual profundity, Sarah 
moss builds a novel in two parts from 
Falmouth to Tokyo, two maps of absence; 
from manchester to Kyoto, two distinct 
but conjoined portraits of loneliness and 
determination. An exquisite continuation  
of the story of Bodies of Light, Signs for  
Lost Children will amaze Sarah moss’s 
many fans.

Sarah Moss was educated at Oxford 
University and is Associate Professor 
of Creative Writing at the University of 
Warwick. She is the author of four novels: 
Cold Earth, Night Waking, Bodies of Light 
and Signs for Lost Children; and the  
co-author of Chocolate: A Global History. 

The Sympathizer
Viet Thanh Nguyen
NOmINATED By: 
Chicago Public Library, USA 
Los Angeles Public Library, USA 
Richmond Public Library, USA

It is April 1975, 
and Saigon is in 
chaos. At his villa, 
a general of the 
South Vietnamese 
army is drinking 
whiskey and, with 
the help of his 
trusted captain, 
drawing up a 
list of those who 
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will be given passage aboard the last 
flights out of the country. The general 
and his compatriots start a new life in Los 
Angeles, unaware that one among their 
number, the captain, is secretly observing 
and reporting on the group to a higher-up 
in the Viet Cong. The Sympathizer is the 
story of this captain: a man brought up 
by an absent French father and a poor 
Vietnamese mother, a man who went to 
university in America, but returned to 
Vietnam to fight for the Communist cause. 

Viet Thanh Nguyen was born in Vietnam 
and raised in America. The Sympathizer 
won the 2016 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction,  
as well as five other awards. He is the 
Aerol Arnold Professor of English and 
American Studies and Ethnicity at the 
University of Southern California, and  
lives in Los Angeles.

Till Kingdom Come
Andrej Nikolaidis
Translated from the Montenegrin  
by Will Firth

NOmINATED By: 
Gradska knjižnica Rijeka, Croatia

A cynical 
local reporter 
discovers that 
the grandmother 
who brought him 
up is actually not 
his blood relative. 
Suddenly, the past 
he has called his 
own turns out to 
be a complete 
fabrication; from 

the stories of his parents’ lives to the 
photos in the family albums.

Here starts the most important 
investigation the reporter has ever 
undertaken, and one in which the main 
character is the mother he never knew. 
He must find what links the woman who 
gave birth to him to the murderous past 
of the yugoslav Secret Services and the 
liquidation of political opponents abroad 
and embark on a journey will take him to 
the site of wartime atrocities, on the trail of 
fake suicides across Europe, and back to 
the fate of a local Jewish mystic.

Andrej Nikolaidis was born in 1974 
to a mixed montenegrin-Greek family 
and raised in Sarajevo, Bosnia. He has 
had four novels and also short story 
collections published. He writes regular 
columns for the daily newspaper, Vijesti, 
and the weekly news magazine, Slobodna 
Bosna.

Girl at War
Sara Nović
NOmINATED By: 
The Regional Library of Karviná, Karviná-
Mizerov, Czech Republic

Zagreb, 1991. Ana 
Jurić is a carefree 
ten-year-old, living 
with her family in 
a small apartment 
in Croatia’s capital. 
But that year, civil 
war breaks out 
across yugoslavia, 
splintering Ana’s 
idyllic childhood. 
Daily life is altered 

by food rations and air raid drills, and 
soccer matches are replaced by sniper 
fire. Neighbors grow suspicious of one 
another, and Ana’s sense of safety starts 
to fray. When the war arrives at her 
doorstep, Ana must find her way in a 
dangerous world.

New york, 2001. Ana is now a college 
student in manhattan. Though she’s 
tried to move on from her past, she can’t 
escape her memories of war. Haunted  
by the events that forever changed her 
family, Ana returns to Croatia, hoping 
to make peace with the place she once 
called home. 

Sara Nović has lived in the United 
States and Croatia. She is the fiction 
editor at Blunderbuss magazine and 
teaches writing at the Fashion Institute of 
Technology and Columbia University. Girl 
at War is her first novel and was longlisted 
for the Bailey’s Women’s Prize for Fiction. 

Uprooted
Naomi Novik
NOmINATED By: 
Winnipeg Public Library, Canada 
Leroy Collins Leon County Public Library, 
Tallahassee, USA

Agnieszka loves 
her valley home, 
her quiet village, 
the forests and the 
bright shining river. 
But the corrupted 
Wood stands on 
the border, full of 
malevolent power, 
and its shadow lies 
over her life.

Her people rely on the cold, driven wizard 
known only as the Dragon to keep its 
powers at bay. But he demands a terrible 
price for his help: one young woman 
handed over to serve him for ten years, a 

fate almost as terrible as falling to  
the Wood.

The next choosing is fast approaching, 
and Agnieszka is afraid. She knows—
everyone knows—that the Dragon will 
take Kasia: beautiful, graceful, brave 
Kasia, all the things Agnieszka isn’t, and 
her dearest friend in the world. And there 
is no way to save her. 

But Agnieszka fears the wrong things. For 
when the Dragon comes, it is not Kasia he 
will choose.

Naomi Novik is a first-generation 
American raised on Polish fairy tales and 
the acclaimed author of the first eight 
volumes of the Temeraire series. She has 
been nominated for the Hugo Award and 
has won the John W. Campbell Award for 
Best New Writer among others. 

The Fishermen
Chigozie Obioma
NOmINATED By:  
Universitäts-und Landesbibliothek Bonn, 
Germany 
Jamaica Library Service, Kingston  
Wojewódzka Biblioteka Publiczna im. 
Marszałka Józefa Piłsudskiego w Łodzi, 
Poland 
Houston Public Library, USA 
Richmond Public Library, USA

Told from the point 
of view of nine 
year old Benjamin, 
the youngest of 
four brothers, The 
Fishermen is the 
Cain and Abel-
esque story of 
an unforgettable 
childhood in 
1990s Nigeria, in 
the small town 

of Akure. When their strict father has 
to travel to a distant city for work, the 
brothers take advantage of his extended 
absence to skip school and go fishing. At 
the ominous, forbidden nearby river, they 
meet a dangerous local madman who 
persuades the oldest of the boys that  
he is destined to be killed by one of  
his siblings. 

What happens next is an almost mythic 
event whose impact - both tragic and 
redemptive - will transcend the lives and 
imaginations of its characters and its 
readers. Dazzling and viscerally powerful, 
The Fishermen never leaves Akure but the 
story it tells has enormous universal appeal. 

Chigozie Obioma was born in Akure, 
Nigeria. His work has appeared in the 
Virginia Quarterly Review, Transition and 
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The millions, among others. Obioma has 
lived in Nigeria, Cyprus, and Turkey, and 
currently resides in the United States, 
where he teaches Literature and Writing 
at the University of Nebraska. The 
Fishermen is his first novel.

The Little Red Chairs
Edna O’Brien
NOmINATED By: 
Public Library of Cincinnati & Hamilton 
County, USA

When a man who 
calls himself a faith 
healer arrives in a 
small, west-coast 
Irish village, the 
community is soon 
under the spell of 
this charismatic 
stranger from the 
Balkans. One 
woman in particular, 
Fidelma mcBride, 

becomes enthralled in a fatal attraction 
that leads to unimaginable consequences.

Since her debut novel, The Country Girls, 
Edna O’Brien has written over twenty 
works of fiction along with a biography of 
James Joyce and Lord Byron. She is the 
recipient of many awards including the 
Irish Pen Lifetime Achievement Award, the 
American National Art’s Gold medal and 
the Ulysses medal. Born and raised in the 
west of Ireland, she has lived in London 
for many years.

Miss Emily
Nuala O’Connor
NOmINATED By: 
Galway City & County Libraries, Ireland

Miss Emily 
reimagines the 
private life of Emily 
Dickinson, one of 
America’s most 
beloved poets, 
through her own 
voice and through 
the eyes of her 
family’s Irish maid.

Eighteen-year-old 
Ada Concannon has just been hired by 
the respected but eccentric Dickinson 
family of Amherst, massachusetts. 
Despite their difference in age and the 
upstairs-downstairs divide, Ada strikes 
up a deep friendship with miss Emily, the 
gifted elder daughter living a spinster’s 
life at home. But Emily’s passion for words 
begins to dominate her life. She will wear 

only white and avoids the world outside 
the Dickinson homestead. When Ada’s 
safety and reputation are threatened, 
however, Emily must face down her own 
demons in order to help her friend, with 
shocking consequences. 

Nuala O’Connor is a fiction writer and 
poet. Writing as Nuala Ní Chonchúir she 
has published two novels, four collections 
of short fiction, a chapbook of flash fiction 
and three full poetry collections. She has 
worked as a bookseller, a librarian, and in 
a writers’ centre. She lives in East Galway, 
Ireland, with her husband and children.

The Illuminations
Andrew O’Hagan
NOmINATED By: 
Cape Breton Regional Library, Sydney, 
Canada 
Bergen Offentlige Bibliotek, Norway 
San Diego Public Library, USA

How much do 
we keep from the 
people we love? 
Why is the truth 
so often buried in 
secrets? Can we 
learn from the past 
or must we forget it?

Standing one 
evening at the 
window of her 

house by the sea, Anne Quirk sees a 
rabbit disappearing in the snow. Nobody 
remembers her now, but this elderly 
woman was in her youth a pioneer of 
British documentary photography. Her 
beloved grandson, Luke, now a captain 
with the Royal Western Fusiliers, is on 
a tour of duty in Afghanistan, part of a 
convoy taking equipment to the electricity 
plant at Kajaki. Only when Luke returns 
home to Scotland does Anne’s secret 
story begin to emerge, along with his, 
and they set out for an old guest house in 
Blackpool where she once kept a room.

Andrew O’Hagan is one of his 
generation’s most exciting and most 
serious chroniclers of contemporary 
Britain. In 2003 he was voted one of 
Granta’s Best of young British Novelists. 
He lives in London. The Illuminations was 
longlisted for the 2015 man Booker Prize.

Orhan’s Inheritance
Aline Ohanesian
NOmINATED By: 
Houston Public Library, USA

When Orhan’s 
brilliant and 
eccentric 
grandfather, who 
built a dynasty 
out of making 
kilim rugs, is 
found dead, 
Orhan inherits 
the decades-old 
business. But his 

grandfather has left the family estate to a 
stranger thousands of miles away, Seda, 
an aging woman in a retirement home in 
Los Angeles. Over time, Orhan begins to 
unearth the story that eighty-seven-year-
old Seda so closely guards–a story that, if 
it’s told, has the power to undo the legacy 
upon which Orhan’s family is built and 
could unravel Orhan’s own future.

Aline Ohanesian’s great-grandmother 
was a survivor of the Armenian Genocide. 
Her history was the kernel for the story that 
Ohanesian tells in her first novel, Orhan’s 
Inheritance. Ohanesian was a finalist for the 
PEN/Bellwether Prize for Fiction. She lives in 
California, with her husband and two sons.

Under the Udala Trees
Chinelo Okparanta
NOmINATED By: 
Stockholm Public Library, Sweden

Ijeoma comes of 
age as her nation 
does; born before 
independence, she 
is eleven when civil 
war breaks out in 
the young republic 
of Nigeria. Sent 
away to safety, she 
meets another 
displaced child 
and they fall in love. 

They are from different ethnic communities. 
They are also both girls. When their love 
is discovered, Ijeoma learns that she will 
have to hide this part of herself. But there 
is a cost to living inside a lie.

Okparanta’s Under the Udala Trees 
uses one woman’s lifetime to examine 
the ways in which Nigerians continue to 
struggle toward selfhood. This story offers 
a glimmer of hope — a future where a 
woman might just be able to shape her 
life around truth and love.

One of Granta’s six New Voices for 2012, 
Chinelo Okparanta grew up a Jehovah’s 
Witness. She lived in Nigeria until the age 
of ten, when her family came to the United 
States. A graduate of the Iowa Writers’ 
Workshop, she has also taught middle 
school, high school, and college.
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When the Doves Disappeared
Sofi Oksanen
Translated from the Finnish  
by Lola Rogers

NOmINATED By: 
Tartu Public Library, Estonia 
Helsinki City Library, Finland 
Deichmanske Bibliotek, Oslo, Norway

Communist 
Estonia, 1941. As 
the Allies and 
the Axis clash 
in battle, two 
Estonian cousins 
are fleeing from the 
Red Army: Roland, 
a loyal freedom 
fighter, and Edgar, 
an opportunistic 
mercenary. When 

the Nazis take control of the country, 
Roland goes into hiding. Edgar abandons 
his wife, Juudit, and transforms himself 
into a loyal supporter of Hitler’s regime. 

Flash forward to 1963: Estonia is back 
under communist control behind the 
Iron Curtain. Edgar has taken on yet 
another identity as a Soviet apparatchik, 
desperate to hide the secrets of his past 
and maintain his connections to power. 
But his fate remains entangled with 
Roland and Juudit, who may hold the key 
to uncovering the truth. 

Sofi Oksanen is a Finnish-Estonian 
novelist and playwright. She has received 
numerous prizes for her work, including 
the Swedish Academy Nordic Prize, the 
Prix Femina, the Budapest Grand Prize, 
the European Book Prize, and the Nordic 
Council Literature Prize. She lives in 
Helsinki. 

Asking for It
Louise O’Neill
NOmINATED By: 
Waterford City & County Library Service, 
Ireland

In a small town 
where everyone 
knows everyone, 
Emma O’Donovan 
is different. She is 
the special one - 
beautiful, popular, 
and powerful. And 
she works hard to 
keep it that way.

Until that night...

Now, she’s an embarrassment. Now,  
she’s just a slut. Now, she is nothing.

And those pictures – those pictures that 
everyone has seen – mean she can never 
forget.

The award-winning, bestselling novel 
about the life-shattering impact of sexual 
assault, rape and how victims are treated. 

Louise O’ Neill was born in west Cork 
in 1985. She studied English at Trinity 
College Dublin and has worked for the 
senior style director of American Elle 
magazine. She is currently working as a 
freelance journalist for a variety of Irish 
national newspapers and magazines. She 
lives in Clonakilty, west Cork.

A Strangeness in My Mind
Orhan Pamuk
Translated from the Turkish  
by Ekin Oklap

NOmINATED By: 
Cork City Libraries, Ireland 
M. Rudomino State Library for Foreign 
Literature, Moscow, Russia

At a family wedding 
mevlut catches 
sight of a girl with 
whom he falls 
in love. After a 
secret courtship 
of letters passed 
via his cousin, she 
agrees to elope 
with him, and on 
a dark night the 
two come together 

for the first time. As they rush to catch a 
train to Istanbul, mevlut realises he has 
been misled. But the die is cast, and 
the situation will determine the rest of 
his days. Over the next four decades in 
Istanbul, mevlut works various jobs to 
support his loving wife and family; work 
that gives him a special perspective on 
his rapidly changing city and the people 
who live there. And every evening he 
walks the streets, selling his wares and 
dreaming his dreams. 

Orhan Pamuk is the author of many 
celebrated books, including The White 
Castle, Istanbul and Snow. In 2003 he 
won the International ImPAC Dublin Award 
for My Name is Red, and in 2006 he was 
awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature. His 
novel, The Museum of Innocence, was 
an international bestseller. Orhan Pamuk 
lives in Istanbul.

The Horn of Love
Bozin Pavlovski
Translated from the Macedonian 
by Vesna N. Krsteski

NOmINATED By: 
St. Clement of Ohrid National & University 
Library, Skopje, macedonia

“Pavlovski is our 
Steinbeck from the 
Balkans. Disturbed 
about the fate of 
the small individual, 
he presents us 
with an exceptional 
novel. The reader 
from the west 
develops a feeling 
of sorrow; the truth 
is so terrifying that 

it makes the fiction even more powerful. 
Thanks to Pavlovski, the emigrant workers 
enter our literature and our conscience. 
A beautiful stone is thrown to shake our 
indifference and disturb our conscience. 
Here the artistic truth is so strong that 
it fascinates. This is a novel with a 
polyphonic meaning” – Gilles Costaz, Le 
matin, Paris.

Bozin Pavlovski was born in macedonia 
and lives in Australia. He is the author of 
eighteen novels translated into various 
European languages. He has won 
numerous foreign and macedonian literary 
awards including the Interbalkan Award 
for Literature in Greece, the Excelsior 
Award in Romania, the Zelezara Sisak 
Award in Croatia and the mladost Award 
in Serbia. 

The Lost Child
Caryl Phillips
NOmINATED By: 
The National Library Service, Bridgetown, 
Barbados 
Zentralbibliothek Zürich, Switzerland

Caryl Phillips’s 
The Lost Child is 
a sweeping story 
of orphans and 
outcasts, haunted 
by the past and 
fighting to liberate 
themselves from 
it. At its centre is 
monica Johnson—
cut off from her 
parents after falling 

in love with a foreigner—and her bitter 
struggle to raise her sons in the shadow 
of the wild moors of the north of England. 
Phillips intertwines her modern narrative 
with the childhood of one of literature’s 
most enigmatic lost boys, as he deftly 
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conjures young Heathcliff, the anti-hero 
of Wuthering Heights, and his ragged 
existence before mr. Earnshaw brought 
him home to his family.

The Lost Child recovers the mysteries of 
the past to illuminate the predicaments 
of the present, getting at the heart 
of alienation, exile, and family by 
transforming a classic into a profound 
story that is singularly its own. 

Caryl Phillips is the author of numerous 
works of fiction and nonfiction including 
Dancing in the Dark, Crossing the River, 
and Color Me English. His novel A Distant 
Shore won the Commonwealth Writers’ 
Prize. He is a fellow of the Royal Society 
of Literature and lives in New york.

A Measure of Light
Beth Powning
NOmINATED By: 
Saint John Free Public Library, New 
Brunswick, Canada

mary Dyer is a 
seventeenth-
century Puritan 
who flees 
persecution in 
England, only to 
find the colony of 
massachusetts 
Bay as dangerous 
as the country 
she left behind. 
mary tries to 

accept New England’s harsh realities, 
but is outraged by the cold-hearted 
Puritan magistrates, with their doctrinaire 
stranglehold on church and state, their 
subjugation of women, their wars against 
the natives in the surrounding territories 
and their vicious treatment of any who 
challenge their rule. 

mary becomes one of America’s first 
Quakers. As both outcast and privileged 
citizen, caught between the callings of 
faith and the ambitions of her husband, 
she comes to the realization that she 
must follow her convictions in order to 
bring an end to the brutal repression 
of the Quakers in massachusetts, for 
whom death by hanging is the ultimate 
punishment. 

Beth Powning’s previous books include 
Seeds of Another Summer, Shadow Child 
and Edge Seasons. Her previous novels 
are the bestsellers The Hatbox Letters 
and The Sea Captain’s Wife. She lives 
on a 300-acre farm near Sussex, New 
Brunswick, with her husband, the sculptor 
Peter Powning.

The Watchmaker  
of Filigree Street
Natasha Pulley
NOmINATED By: 
Tampere City Library, Finland

In 1883, Thaniel 
Steepleton returns 
to his tiny flat to 
find a gold pocket 
watch on his 
pillow. But he has 
worse fears than 
generous burglars; 
he is a telegraphist 
at the Home Office, 
which has just 
received a threat 

for what could be the largest-scale Fenian 
bombing in history. 

When the watch saves Thaniel’s life in a 
blast that destroys Scotland yard, he goes 
in search of its maker, Keita mori – a kind, 
lonely immigrant who sweeps him into a 
new world of clockwork and music. 

meanwhile, Grace Carrow is sneaking 
into an Oxford library dressed as a man. A 
theoretical physicist, she is desperate to 
prove the existence of the luminiferous ether 
before her mother can force her to marry.

As the lives of these three characters 
become entwined, events spiral out 
of control until Thaniel is torn between 
loyalties, futures and opposing geniuses.

Natasha Pulley studied English Literature 
at Oxford University. The Watchmaker 
of Filigree Street was shortlisted for the 
Authors’ Club Best First Novel Award and 
the Betty Trask Prize.

Above the Waterfall
Ron Rash
NOmINATED By:
Richland Library, Columbia, USA

Les, a long-
time sheriff just 
three-weeks 
from retirement, 
contends with the 
ravages of crystal 
meth and his own 
duplicity in his 
small Appalachian 
town.

Becky, a park 
ranger with a harrowing past, finds solace 
amid the lyrical beauty of this patch of 
North Carolina.

Enduring the mistakes and tragedies that 
have indelibly marked them, they are 
drawn together by a reverence for the 

natural world. When an irascible elderly 
local is accused of poisoning a trout 
stream, Les and Becky are plunged into 
deep and dangerous waters, forced to 
navigate currents of disillusionment and 
betrayal that will force them to question 
themselves and test their tentative bond—
and threaten to carry them over the edge.

Ron Rash is the author of the New york 
Times bestseller Serena in addition to four 
prizewinning novels, including The Cove, 
One Foot in Eden, Saints at the River, and 
The World Made Straight; four collections 
of poems; and six collections of stories. 
Twice the recipient of the O. Henry Prize, 
he teaches at Western Carolina University.

You Have Me to Love
Jaap Robben
Translated from the Dutch by  
David Doherty

NOmINATED By: 
Openbare Bibliotheek Amsterdam, the 
Netherlands 
The Libraries of The Hague, the 
Netherlands

mikael lives with 
his parents on 
a small, remote 
island. At the age 
of nine, his father 
disappears into the 
sea. mikael keeps 
silent about what 
actually happened. 
Guilt and inner 
conflicts torment 
and consume  

him, but then his mother forces him to  
do the impossible... 

The multitalented Jaap Robben is a Dutch 
poet, novelist, playwright and performer. 
Author of several highly praised children’s 
books, You Have Me to Love is his first 
novel for adults. It has received great 
critical acclaim in the Netherlands and 
was awarded the Dioraphte Prize and the 
ANV Debut Prize. It was also selected by 
Dutch booksellers as the best book of 2014. 
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Feast of the Innocents
Evelio Rosero
Translated from the Spanish  
by Anne McLean & Anna Milsom

NOmINATED By: 
Bibliothèques municipales Genève, 
Switzerland

Doctor Justo 
Pastor Proceso 
López, adored by 
his female patients 
but despised 
by his wife and 
daughters, has a 
burning ambition: 
to prove to the 
world that the myth 
of Simón Bolívar, 
El Libertador, is a 

sham and a scandal.

In Pasto, south Colombia, the Feast Day 
of the Holy Innocents is dawning. A day 
for pranks, jokes and soakings ... Water 
bombs, poisoned empanaditas, ground 
glass in the hog roast - anything goes. 
What better day to commission a float 
for The Black and White Carnival that will 
explode the myth of El Libertador once 
and for all? 

But in Colombia you question the 
founding fables at your peril. At the 
frenzied peak of the festivities, drunk on 
a river of arguardiente, Doctor Justo will 
discover that this year the joke might just 
be on him.

Evelio Rosero studied Social 
Communication in the Externado 
University of Colombia. In 2006 he was 
awarded the Tusquets National Prize for 
Literature in Colombia for his novel The 
Armies, which was also the winner of the 
Independent Foreign Fiction Prize. 

Two Years Eight Months and 
Twenty-Eight Nights
Salman Rushdie
NOmINATED By: 
municipal Library of Prague, Czech 
Republic

In the near future, 
after a storm 
strikes New 
york City, the 
strangenesses 
begin. A down-
to-earth gardener 
finds that his feet 
no longer touch 
the ground. A 
graphic novelist 
awakens in his 

bedroom to a mysterious entity that 
resembles his own sub-Stan Lee creation. 
A baby identifies corruption with her 
mere presence, marking the guilty with 
blemishes and boils. A seductive gold 
digger is soon tapped to combat forces 
beyond imagining.

Unbeknownst to them, they are all 
descended from the whimsical, capricious, 
wanton creatures known as the jinn. 
Centuries ago, Dunia, a princess of the 
jinn, fell in love with a mortal man of reason. 
Together they produced an astonishing 
number of children who spread across 
generations in the human world.

Once the line between worlds is breached 
on a grand scale, Dunia’s children and 
others will play a role in an epic war 
between light and dark spanning a 
thousand and one nights - or two years, 
eight months, and twenty-eight nights. 

Salman Rushdie is the author of eleven 
novels, one collection of short stories, 
three works of non-fiction, and the 
co-editor of The Vintage Book of Indian 
Writing. He is a Fellow of the Royal Society 
of Literature and a Commandeur des Arts 
et des Lettres.

The Year of the Runaways
Sunjeev Sahota
NOmINATED By: 
M. Rudomino State Library for Foreign 
Literature, Moscow, Russia 
Edinburgh City Libraries, Scotland

The Year of the 
Runaways tells of 
the bold dreams 
and daily struggles 
of an unlikely family 
thrown together 
by circumstance. 
Thirteen young 
men live in a house 
in Sheffield, each 
in flight from India 
and in desperate 

search of a new life. Tarlochan, a former 
rickshaw driver, will say nothing about his 
past in Bihar; and Avtar has a secret that 
binds him to protect the choatic Randeep. 
Randeep, in turn, has a visa-wife in a 
flat on the other side of town: a clever, 
devout woman whose cupboards are 
full of her husband’s clothes, in case the 
immigration men surprise her with a call.

Sweeping between India and England, 
and between childhood and the present 
day, Sunjeev Sahota’s generous, 
unforgettable novel is a story of dignity 
in the face of adversity and the ultimate 
triumph of the human spirit.

Sunjeev Sahota was born in 1981 in 
Derbyshire and continues to live in the 
area. Ours are the Streets was his first 
novel.

The Kindness
Polly Samson
NOmINATED By: 
Dunedin Public Libraries, New Zealand

Julia is married 
and eight years 
his senior; Julian 
is a gifted English 
student, a life of 
academia ahead. 
Ignoring warnings 
from family and 
friends they 
each give up all 
they have to be 
together. Their new 

life in London offers immense happiness, 
especially after their longed-for daughter 
mira is born. 

When Julian hears that Firdaws, his 
boyhood home, is for sale he sets out to 
recreate a lost paradise for his new family. 
Once again, love blinds him. It is only 
when mira becomes terrifyingly ill that it is 
impossible for Julia to conceal from him 
the explosive secret that she has been 
keeping at the heart of their lives. 

Lyrical, haunting and exquisitely rendered, 
The Kindness explores a deception that 
comes wrapped as a gift; a betrayal 
clothed in kindness, and asks if we can 
ever truly trust another. 

Polly Samson is the author of two highly 
acclaimed story collections and a novel, 
Out of the Picture, which was shortlisted 
for the Authors’ Club First Novel Award. 
She lives in Brighton.  

The Mystics of Mile End
Sigal Samuel
NOmINATED By: 
Cape Breton Regional Library, Sydney, 
Canada

In the half-
Hasidic, half-
hipster montreal 
neighborhood of 
mile End, eleven-
year-old Lev meyer 
is discovering that 
there may be a 
place for Judaism 
in his life. Lev 
begins his own 
extracurricular 



 2
01

7 
LO

N
G

LI
ST

ED
 T

IT
LE

S  2017 LO
N

G
LISTED

 TITLES

www.dublinliteraryaward.ie 31

study of the Bible’s Tree of Knowledge 
with neighbor mr. Katz. meanwhile his 
sister Samara is secretly studying for her 
Bat mitzvah with next-door neighbor and 
Holocaust survivor, mr. Glassman. All 
the while his father, David, a professor of 
Jewish mysticism, is a non-believer.

When, years later, David has a heart 
attack, he begins to believe God is 
speaking to him. months later Samara, too, 
grows obsessed with the Kabbalah’s Tree 
of Life and is overcome with reaching the 
Tree’s highest heights. The neighbors of 
mile End have been there all along, but 
only one of them can catch her when she 
falls. 

Sigal Samuel is an award-winning fiction 
writer, journalist, essayist, and playwright. 
Her six plays have been produced in 
theatres from Vancouver to New york. 
Originally from montreal, Sigal now lives 
and writes in Brooklyn. The Mystics of 
Mile End is her first novel.

A Whole Life
Robert Seethaler
Translated from the German  
by Charlotte Collins

NOmINATED By: 
Stadt:Bibliothek Salzburg, Austria 
Stadtbibliothek Bremen, Germany 
Stadtbüchereien Düsseldorf, Germany 
Cork City Libraries, Ireland

Andreas lives his 
whole life in the 
Austrian Alps. He 
is a man of very 
few words and so, 
when he falls in 
love with marie, he 
doesn’t ask for her 
hand in marriage, 
but instead has 
some of his friends 
light her name at 

dusk across the mountain. When marie 
dies in an avalanche, pregnant with their 
first child, Andreas’ heart is broken. He 
leaves his valley just once more, to fight 
in WWII, and is taken prisoner. He returns 
to find that modernity has reached his 
remote haven...

A Whole Life is a tender book about 
finding dignity and beauty in solitude. An 
exquisite novel about a simple life, it looks 
at the moments, big and small, that make 
us what we are.

Robert Seethaler is an Austrian living in 
Berlin. He is the bestselling author of four 
novels, including The Tobacconist, which 
has sold more than 200,000 copies in 
Germany, and A Whole Life, which has 
sold more than 100,000 copies in Germany. 

Ghachar Ghochar
Vivek Shanbhag
Translated from the Kannada  
by Srinath Perur

NOmINATED By:  
India International Centre Library,  
New Delhi

‘It’s true what they 
say – it’s not we 
who control money, 
it’s the money 
that controls us. 
When there’s only 
a little, it behaves 
meekly; when it 
grows, it becomes 
brash and has 
its way with us.’ 
From a cramped, 

ant-infested house to a spacious 
bungalow, a family finds itself making a 
transition in many ways. The narrator, a 
sensitive young man, is numbed by the 
swirl around him. All he can do is flee 
every day to an old-world cafe, where 
he seeks solace from an oracular waiter. 
As members of the family realign their 
equations and desires, new strands are 
knotted, others come apart, and conflict 
brews dangerously in the background. 

masterfully translated from the Kannada 
by Srinath Perur, Ghachar Ghochar is 
a suspenseful, playful and ultimately 
menacing story about the shifting 
consequences of success.

Vivek Shanbhag writes in Kannada. He 
has published five short-story collections, 
three novels and two plays, and edited 
two anthologies, one of which is in English.

The Book of Aron
Jim Shepard
NOmINATED By: 
The Regional Library of Karviná, Karviná-
Mizerov, Czech Republic 
Jacksonville Public Library, USA 
Free Library of Philadelphia, USA 
multnomah County Library, Portland, USA

Small and sullen, 
Aron is eight years 
old when his family 
moves from a rural 
Polish village to 
hectic Warsaw. At 
first gradually and 
then ever more 
quickly, his family’s 
opportunities 
for a better life 
vanish as the 

occupying German government imposes 
harsh restrictions. Officially confined to 

the Jewish quarter, with hunger, vermin, 
disease and death all around him, Aron 
makes his way from apprentice to master 
smuggler until finally, with everyone 
for whom he cared stripped away from 
him, his only option is Janusz Korczak, 
the renowned doctor, children’s rights 
advocate, and radio host who runs a 
Jewish orphanage - and who is able to 
awaken the humanity inside the boy.

Jim Shepard is the author of seven novels 
and four previous story collections. He 
lives in Williamstown, massachusetts, with 
his wife, three children, and three beagles. 
He teaches at Williams College. 

Yo-yo
Steinunn Sigurðardóttir  
Translated from the Icelandic  
by Rory McTurk

NOmINATED By: 
Reykjavík City Library, Iceland

While examining 
the tumour of one 
of his patients, 
martin montag, a 
cancer specialist 
in Berlin, finds 
that its shape, 
resembling a yo-
yo, brings back 
memories of a 
traumatic incident 
he suffered as a 

child. A drama of betrayal and friendship 
unfolds, intriguingly told by one of 
Iceland’s best-known contemporary 
writers.

Steinunn Sigurðardóttir is a highly 
acclaimed Icelandic novelist and poet. 
After working as a journalist and radio 
reporter she became a full-time writer 
in 1982. As one of the most frequently 
translated living Icelandic writers, she has 
contributed greatly to the international 
reputation of contemporary Icelandic 
literature. Yo-yo was awarded the 
Icelandic Bookseller’s award and has 
been translated into German and French.
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The English Spy
Daniel Silva
NOmINATED By: 
Biblioteca municipal de Oeiras, Portugal

The target is 
royal. The game is 
revenge. 

She is an iconic 
member of the 
British Royal 
Family, beloved 
for her beauty and 
charitable works, 
resented by her 
former husband 

and his mother, the Queen of England. 
When a bomb explodes aboard her 
holiday yacht, British intelligence turns to 
one man to track down her killer: legendary 
spy and assassin Gabriel Allon. Gabriel’s 
target is Eamon Quinn, a master bomb 
maker and mercenary of death who sells 
his services to the highest bidder. Though 
Gabriel does not realize it, he is stalking 
an old enemy – a cabal of evil that wants 
nothing more than to see him dead... 

Daniel Silva is the award-winning, New 
york Times bestselling author of The 
Unlikely Spy, The Mark of the Assassin, 
The Marching Season, The Kill Artist, The 
English Assassin, and many others. His 
books are published in more than thirty 
countries. He serves on the United States 
Holocaust memorial Council and lives in 
Florida with his wife and children.

The Chimes
Anna Smaill
NOmINATED By: 
Christchurch City Libraries, New Zealand 
M. Rudomino Library for Foreign 
Literature, Moscow, Russia

A boy stands on 
the roadside on 
his way to London, 
alone in the rain. No 
memories, beyond 
what he can hold 
in his hands at 
any given moment. 
No directions, as 
written words have 
long since been 
forbidden.

No parents - just a melody that tugs at 
him, a thread to follow. The world around 
Simon sings, each movement a pulse 
of rhythm, each object weaving its own 
melody, music ringing in every drop of air.

Welcome to the world of The Chimes. 
Here, life is orchestrated by a vast 

musical instrument that renders people 
unable to form new memories. The past is 
a mystery, each new day feels the same 
as the last, and before is blasphemy.

But slowly, inexplicably, Simon is 
beginning to remember. He emerges 
from sleep each morning with a pricking 
feeling, and sense there is something 
he urgently has to do. In the city Simon 
meets Lucien, who has a gift for hearing, 
some secrets of his own, and a theory 
about the danger lurking in Simon’s past.

Anna Smaill is a classically trained 
violinist and published poet. She is the 
author of a book of poetry, The Violinist 
in Spring, and her poems have been 
published and anthologised in New 
Zealand and the United Kingdom. She 
lives in New Zealand with her husband, 
novelist Carl Shuker, and their daughter.

Golden Age
Jane Smiley
NOmINATED By: 
Richland Library, Columbia, USA

It’s 1987, and the 
next generation 
of Langdons is 
facing economic, 
social, and political 
challenges unlike 
anything their 
ancestors have 
encountered. 
michael and 
Richie, twin sons 
of World War II 

hero Frank, work in the high-stakes worlds 
of government and finance—but their 
fiercest enemies may be closer to home. 
Charlie, the charmer, struggles to find his 
way; Guthrie is deployed to Iraq, leaving 
the Iowa family farm in the hands of his 
younger sister, Felicity— who, as always, 
has her own ideas. Determined to help 
preserve the planet, she worries that her 
family farm’s land is imperilled, and not 
only by the extremes of climate change. 

Golden Age combines intimate drama, 
emotional suspense, and an intricate 
view of history, bringing to a magnificent 
conclusion the epic trilogy of one 
unforgettable family. 

Jane Smiley is the author of numerous 
novels, including A Thousand Acres, 
which was awarded the Pulitzer Prize, 
and most recently, Some Luck and Early 
Warning, the first volumes of The Last 
Hundred Years trilogy. She received the 
PEN Center USA Lifetime Achievement 
Award for Literature. She lives in Northern 
California.

Before the Feast
Saša Stanišić 
Translated from the German  
by Anthea Bell

NOmINATED By: 
Universitäts-und Landesbibliothek Bonn, 
Germany 
Stadtbibliothek Bremen, Germany 
Stadtbücherei Frankfurt am main, 
Germany 
Leipziger Städtische Bibliotheken, 
Germany

It’s the night 
before the Feast 
in the village 
of Fürstenfelde 
(population: 
declining), but 
not everyone is 
asleep. The local 
artist, wearing an 
evening dress and 
gum-boots, goes 
down to the lake 

under cover of darkness. The village 
archivist is kept awake by ancient tales 
that threaten to take on a life of their own. 
A retired lieutenant-colonel weighs his 
pistol, and his future, in his hand. And 
eighteen-year-old Anna, namesake of 
the Feast, prepares to take her place in 
tomorrow’s drinking and dancing, eating 
and burning.

On this night of misdeeds and mischief, 
they are joined by a dead ferryman, a 
hapless bell ringer, a cigarette machine, 
two robbers in football shirts and a vixen 
on the hunt – as their fates collide in the 
most unexpected ways.

Saša Stanišicćwas born in 1978 in what 
was then yugoslavia and currently lives 
in Germany. Before the Feast, his second 
novel, was a bestseller in Germany and 
won the prestigious Leipzig Book Fair 
Prize; his award-winning debut How the 
Soldier Repairs the Gramophone has 
been translated into 30 languages.

The Winter War
Philip Teir
Translated from the Swedish 
by Tiina Nunnally

NOmINATED By: 
Helsinki City Library, Finland
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On the surface, 
the Paul family 
are living the 
liberal, middle-
class dream in 
Helsinki. max Paul 
is a renowned 
sociologist and 
his wife Katriina 
has a well-paid 
government job. 
They live in a 

beautiful apartment in the centre of the 
city. But look closer and the cracks start 
to show. As he approaches his sixtieth 
birthday, the certainties of max’s life begin 
to dissolve. His wife no longer loves 
him, and his grown-up daughters have 
problems of their own. So when a former 
student turned journalist shows up and 
offers him a seductive lifeline, max starts 
down a dangerous path. Funny, sharp, 
and brilliantly truthful, Teir’s debut has 
the feel of a big, contemporary, humane 
American novel, but with a distinctly 
Scandinavian edge.

Finland-Swede Philip Teir is considered 
one of the most promising young writers 
in Scandinavia. His poetry and short 
stories have been included in anthologies, 
including Granta Finland. The Winter War 
is his first novel. He is married with two 
children and lives in Helsinki, Finland.

Duke
Sara Tilley
NOmINATED By: 
Newfoundland and Labrador Public 
Libraries, Canada

Duke, Sara Tilley’s 
second novel, 
is inspired by 
the letters and 
diaries of her 
great-grandfather, 
William marmaduke 
Tilly, who left 
Newfoundland 
in 1905, to try 
to earn enough 
money to get his 

father’s business out of debt. Duke works 
his way across the United States, up to 
Vancouver, along the Yukon River and 
finally to Alaska, where he spends eight 
years in the interior toiling as a logger. 
When Duke returns home, his father turns 
inexplicably cold, locking Duke and his 
wife and newborn child out of the house in 
the dead of winter and banishing him from 
the community. 

A story of family obligation, repression 
and passion, ill health and ill luck, Duke 

builds on the real Duke Tilly’s ways 
of expressing himself to uncover a 
surprisingly contemporary fictional voice 
with large doses of humour, beauty and 
keen observation. 

Sara Tilley is a writer, theatre artist, and 
clown, who lives and works in her home 
town of St. John’s, Newfoundland. Skin 
Room, her first novel, won both the 
Newfoundland and Labrador Percy Janes 
First Novel Award and the inaugural Fresh 
Fish Award for Emerging Writers. Sara 
won the Lawrence Jackson Writer’s Award 
from the Newfoundland and Labrador Arts 
Council in 2011. 

The Last Flight of Poxl West
Daniel Torday
NOmINATED By: 
Regional Library of Karviná, Karviná-
Mizerov, Czech Republic

Poxl West, a 
Jewish, former RAF 
pilot, is the epitome 
of manhood 
and something 
of an idol to his 
teenage nephew, 
Eli Goldstein, who 
reveres him as a 
brave, singular, 
Jewish war hero. 
Poxl fills Eli’s head 

with electric accounts of his derring-do, 
adventures, and romances, as he collects 
the best episodes from his storied life into 
a memoir.

Eli throws himself into reading his opus 
and becomes fixated on all things Poxl.

But as he delves deeper into Poxl’s 
history, Eli begins to see that the life of 
the fearless superman he’s adored has 
been much darker than Poxl let on, and 
filled with unimaginable loss from which 
he may have not recovered. As the truth 
about Poxl emerges, it forces Eli to face 
irreconcilable facts about the war he’s 
romanticized and the vision of the man 
he’s held so dear.

Daniel Torday’s short stories and essays 
have appeared in Esquire, Glimmer 
Train, Harper Perennial’s Fifty-Two Stories, 
Harvard Review, The New York Times 
and The Kenyon Review. His novella, The 
Sensualist, won the 2012 National Jewish 
Book Award for debut fiction.

Salt Creek
Lucy Treloar
NOmINATED By:  
The State Library of South Australia, 
Adelaide 
The State Library of New South Wales, 
Sydney, Australia

Salt Creek, 1855, lies 
at the far reaches of 
the remote, beautiful 
and inhospitable 
coastal region, in 
the new province of 
South Australia. The 
area, just opened 
to graziers willing 
to chance their luck, 
becomes home to 
Stanton Finch and 

his large family, including fifteen-year-old 
Hester Finch.

Once wealthy political activists, the Finch 
family has fallen on hard times. Cut adrift from 
the polite society they were raised to be part 
of, Hester and her siblings make connections 
where they can: with the few travellers that 
pass along the nearby stock route and the 
Ngarrindjeri people they have dispossessed. 

Stanton’s attempts to tame the harsh 
landscape bring ruin to the Ngarrindjeri 
people’s homes and livelihoods. As Hester 
witnesses the destruction of the Ngarrindjeri’s 
subtle culture and the ideals that her family 
once held so close, she begins to wonder 
what civilization is. Was it for this life and this 
world that she was educated? 

Lucy Treloar is a writer and editor, and has 
plied her trades both in Australia and in 
Cambodia. Her short fiction has appeared 
in Sleepers, Overland, Seizure and Best 
Australian Stories 2013. Salt Creek – her first 
novel – was shortlisted for the miles Franklin 
Award. Lucy lives in melbourne with her 
husband and family.

The Orange Grove
Larry Tremblay
Translated from the French  
by Sheila Fischman

NOmINATED By: 
Bibliothèque et Archives Nationales du 
Québec, montreal, Canada

In an unnamed and 
war-torn country, 
twin brothers Amed 
and Aziz live in the 
sanctuary of the 
family’s orange 
grove. But when a 
bomb comes from 

“the other side of 

Before the Feast
Saša Stanišić 
Translated from the German  
by Anthea Bell

NOmINATED By: 
Universitäts-und Landesbibliothek Bonn, 
Germany 
Stadtbibliothek Bremen, Germany 
Stadtbücherei Frankfurt am main, 
Germany 
Leipziger Städtische Bibliotheken, 
Germany

It’s the night 
before the Feast 
in the village 
of Fürstenfelde 
(population: 
declining), but 
not everyone is 
asleep. The local 
artist, wearing an 
evening dress and 
gum-boots, goes 
down to the lake 

under cover of darkness. The village 
archivist is kept awake by ancient tales 
that threaten to take on a life of their own. 
A retired lieutenant-colonel weighs his 
pistol, and his future, in his hand. And 
eighteen-year-old Anna, namesake of 
the Feast, prepares to take her place in 
tomorrow’s drinking and dancing, eating 
and burning.

On this night of misdeeds and mischief, 
they are joined by a dead ferryman, a 
hapless bell ringer, a cigarette machine, 
two robbers in football shirts and a vixen 
on the hunt – as their fates collide in the 
most unexpected ways.

Saša Stanišicćwas born in 1978 in what 
was then yugoslavia and currently lives 
in Germany. Before the Feast, his second 
novel, was a bestseller in Germany and 
won the prestigious Leipzig Book Fair 
Prize; his award-winning debut How the 
Soldier Repairs the Gramophone has 
been translated into 30 languages.

The Winter War
Philip Teir
Translated from the Swedish 
by Tiina Nunnally

NOmINATED By: 
Helsinki City Library, Finland
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the mountain” and kills their grandparents, 
their father must choose how best to 
avenge his parents’ death, with tragic and 
unforeseen consequences.

morally complex and completely 
unforgettable, Larry Tremblay’s bestselling 
The Orange Grove offers up a tragic fable 
about the absurd logic of terrorism, the 
power of brotherly love, and the hope for 
peace in a broken world.

Larry Tremblay is a writer, director, actor 
and kathakali specialist. Translated 
into a dozen languages, his acclaimed 
theatrical works have been produced in 
many countries. His plays, The Dragonfly 
of Chicoutimi, The Ventriloquist, Abraham 
Lincoln Goes to the Theatre, and The 
Ax, are considered classics. The Orange 
Grove won the 2015 Prix des libraires du 
Québec in its original French.

A Spool of Blue Thread
Anne Tyler
NOmINATED By: 
The National Library of Estonia, Tallinn 
Lincoln Library, Springfield, USA

‘It was a beautiful, 
breezy, yellow-and-
green afternoon…’

This is the way Abby 
Whitshank always 
begins the story of 
how she and Red fell 
in love that summer’s 
day in 1959. The 
whole family on the 
porch, half-listening 

as their mother tells the same tale they have 
heard so many times before.

From that porch we spool back through 
the generations, witnessing the events, 
secrets and unguarded moments that 
have come to define the family. From 
Red’s father and mother, newly arrived in 
Baltimore in the 1920s, to Abby and Red’s 
grandchildren carrying the family legacy 
boisterously into the twenty-first century – 
four generations of Whitshanks, their lives 
unfolding in and around the sprawling, 
lovingly worn Baltimore house that has 
always been their home…

Anne Tyler is the author of twenty 
bestselling novels. She has won the 
Pulitzer Prize and the Sunday Times 
Award for Literary Excellence, which 
recognises a lifetime’s achievement in 
books, as well as being nominated by 
Roddy Doyle and Nick Hornby as ‘the 
greatest novelist writing in English’.

The Jaguar’s Children
John Vaillant
NOmINATED By: 
Ottawa Public Library, Canada

Hector is trapped. 
The water truck, 
sealed to hide its 
human cargo, has 
broken down. The 
coyotes have taken 
all the passengers’ 
money for a 
mechanic and 
have not returned. 
Hector finds a 
name in his friend 

Cesar’s phone: Annimac. A name with 
an American number. He must reach her, 
both for rescue and to pass along the 
message Cesar has come so far to deliver. 
But are his messages going through? 

Over four days, as water and food run 
low, Hector tells how he came to this 
desperate place. His story takes us 
from Oaxaca — its rich culture, its rapid 
change — to the dangers of the border, 
exposing the tangled ties between mexico 
and El Norte. And it reminds us of the 
power of storytelling and the power of 
hope, as Hector fights to ensure his 
message makes it out of the truck and 
into the world. 

Both an outstanding suspense novel 
and an arresting window into the 
relationship between two great cultures, 
The Jaguar’s Children shows how deeply 
interconnected all of us, always, are. 

John Vaillant’s work has appeared in 
The New yorker, the Atlantic, National 
Geographic, and Outside, among other 
magazines. His two previous, award-
winning books, The Tiger and The Golden 
Spruce, were international bestsellers. 

Aquarium
David Vann
NOmINATED By: 
Cleveland Public Library, USA

Twelve-year-old 
Caitlin lives alone 
with her mother—a 
docker at the local 
container port—in 
subsidized housing 
next to an airport 
in Seattle. Each 
day, while she 
waits to be picked 
up after school, 
Caitlin visits the 

local aquarium to study the fish. Gazing 
at the creatures within the watery depths, 

Caitlin accesses a shimmering universe 
beyond her own. When she befriends an 
old man at the tanks one day, who seems 
as enamored of the fish as she, Caitlin 
cracks open a dark family secret and 
propels her once-blissful relationship with 
her mother toward a precipice of terrifying 
consequence.

In crystalline, chiseled, yet graceful prose, 
Aquarium takes us into the heart of a 
brave young girl whose longing for love 
and capacity for forgiveness transforms 
the damaged people around her. 
Relentless and heartbreaking, primal and 
redemptive, Aquarium is a transporting 
story from one of the best American 
writers of our time. 

David Vann’s internationally bestselling 
books have been published in twenty 
languages. He is currently a professor at 
the University of Warwick in England and 
honorary professor at the University of 
Franche-Comté in France.

The Illogic of Kassel
Enrique Vila-matas
Translated from the Spanish  
by Anne McLean & Anna Milsom

NOmINATED By: 
Biblioteca Vila De Gràcia – Biblioteques 
de Barcelona, Spain 
Bibliothèques municipales Genève, 
Switzerland

A puzzling phone 
call shatters a 
writer’s routine. An 
enigmatic female 
voice extends an 
invitation to take 
part in Documenta, 
the legendary 
contemporary art 
exhibition held 
every five years in 
Kassel, Germany. 

The writer’s mission will be to transform 
himself into a living art installation, by 
sitting down to write every morning in a 
Chinese restaurant on the outskirts of 
town.

Once in Kassel, the writer is surprised 
to find himself overcome by good cheer 
as he strolls through the city, spurred on 
by his spontaneous, quirky response to 
art. With humour, profundity and a sharp 
eye, Enrique Vila-matas tells the story of 
a solitary man roaming the streets amid 
oddities and wonder.

Born in Barcelona in 1948, Enrique 
Vila-Matas is widely considered to 
be one of Spain’s most important 
contemporary novelists, and Dublinesque 
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has been declared his masterpiece. His 
extraordinary oeuvre, translated into 
30 languages, includes Bartleby & Co, 
Montano - longlisted for the Independent 
Foreign Fiction Prize - and Never Any End 
to Paris - a finalist for the Best Translated 
Book Award.

Yugoslavia My Fatherland
Goran Vojnović
Translated from the Slovene  
by Noah Charney

NOmINATED By:  
Gradska knjižnica Rijeka, Croatia 
Mestna knjižnica Ljubljana, Slovenia

When Vladan 
Borojević googles 
the name of his 
father Nedelko, a 
former officer in the 
yugoslav People’s 
Army, supposedly 
killed in the civil 
war after the decay 
of yugoslavia, he 
unexpectedly 
discovers a dark 

family secret. The story which then 
unfolds takes him back to the catastrophic 
events of 1991, when he first heard the 
military term deployment and his idyllic 
childhood came to a sudden end.

Seventeen years later Vladan’s discovery 
that he is the son of a fugitive war criminal 
sends him off on a journey round the 
Balkans to find his elusive father. On the 
way, he also finds out how the falling 
apart of his family is closely linked with 
the disintegration of the world they used 
to live in. The story of the Borojević family 
strings and juxtaposes images of the 
Balkans past and present, but mainly 
deals with the tragic fates of people who 
managed to avoid the bombs, but were 
unable to escape the war.

Goran Vojnović’s debut novel Southern 
Scum Go Home! reaped all the major 
literary awards in Slovenia, has been 
reprinted five times and translated into 
numerous foreign languages. A collection 
of his columns from a Slovene daily 
newspaper and weekly magazine have 
also been published as a book under  
the title When Jimmy Choo Meets  
Fidel Castro. 

The Dying Grass
William T. Vollmann
NOmINATED By: 
The Seattle Public Library, USA

In this new 
instalment in 
his acclaimed 
Seven Dreams 
series of novels 
examining the 
collisions between 
Native Americans 
and European 
colonizers, William 
T. Vollmann tells the 
story of the epic 

fighting retreat of the Nez Perce Indians, 
with flashbacks to the Civil War. 

Defrauded and intimidated at every 
turn, the Nez Perces finally went on the 
warpath in 1877, subjecting the U.S. 
Army to its greatest defeat since Little 
Big Horn the previous year, as they fled 
from northeast Oregon across montana 
to the Canadian border. Vollmann’s main 
character is not the legendary Chief 
Joseph but his pursuer, General Oliver 
Otis Howard, the brave, shy, tormented, 
devoutly Christian Civil War veteran. In 
this novel, we see him as commander, 
father, son, husband, friend, and killer.

William T. Vollmann has won the Whiting 
Foundation Award and the Shiva Naipaul 
memorial Award for his fiction.

Ledger of the Open Hand
Leslie Vryenhoek
NOmINATED By: 
Newfoundland and Labrador Public 
Libraries, Canada

Ledger of the 
Open Hand looks 
at the intimate 
power of money 
and emotional debt 
through the eyes 
of a woman trying 
to grab hold of her 
own life. Beholden 
to a shrewd friend 
and burdened by 
family obligations 

and guilt, meriel-Claire (mC) finally 
stumbles into what she’s been missing. 
She falls in love and finds her calling as a 
debt counsellor in the midst of a national 
financial crisis. But balancing the books 
for strangers is easier than reconciling her 
own complicated relationships. Regrets 
and deficits accumulate until mC must 
decide what she owes to those she loves. 
With humour and insight, Ledger explores 

giving, taking, and our tendency to treat 
love as a balance sheet. 

Leslie Vryenhoek is the acclaimed author 
of the story collection, Scrabble Lessons, 
and Gulf, a collection of poetry. Leslie is 
also the founding director of Piper’s Firth: 
Writing at Kilmory, an intensive writing 
retreat held every fall on Newfoundland’s 
spectacular Burin Peninsula.

My Sunshine Away
m.O. Walsh
NOmINATED By: 
Lincoln Library, Springfield, USA

In the summer 
of 1989, a 
Baton Rouge 
neighbourhood 
best known 
for cookouts 
on sweltering 
summer afternoons, 
cauldrons of spicy 
crawfish, and 
passionate football 
fandom is rocked 

by a violent crime when fifteen-year-old 
Lindy Simpson — free spirit, track star, and 
belle of the block — is attacked late one 
evening near her home. As the dark side 
of this idyllic stretch of Southern suburbia 
is revealed, the close-knit neighbourhood 
is irreversibly transformed.

In My Sunshine Away, m.O. Walsh 
brilliantly juxtaposes the enchantment of 
a charmed childhood with the gripping 
story of a violent crime, unravelling 
families, and consuming adolescent 
love. Acutely wise and deeply honest, it 
is an astonishing and page-turning debut 
about the meaning of family, the power of 
memory, and our ability to forgive. 

M.O. Walsh’s fiction and essays have 
appeared in The New york Times, 
Oxford American, The Southern Review, 
among others. He is a graduate of 
the mFA program at the University of 
mississippi and is currently the director 
of the Creative Writing Workshop at the 
University of New Orleans, where he lives 
with his wife and family.
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Gold Fame Citrus
Claire Vaye Watkins
NOmINATED By: 
Openbare Bibliotheek Brugge, Belgium

Unrelenting 
drought has 
transfigured 
Southern California 
into a surreal, 
phantasmagoric 
landscape. With 
the Central 
Valley barren, 
underground 
aquifer drained, 
and Sierra 

snowpack entirely depleted, most 
“mojavs”, prevented by both armed 
vigilantes and an indifferent bureaucracy 
from freely crossing borders to lusher 
regions, have allowed themselves to 
be evacuated to internment camps. In 
Los Angeles Laurel Canyon, two young 
mojavs—Luz, once a poster child for the 
Bureau of Conservation and its enemies, 
and Ray, a veteran of the “forever 
war” turned surfer—squat in a starlet’s 
abandoned mansion. Holdouts, they 
subsist on rationed cola and whatever 
they can loot, scavenge, and improvise.

The couple’s fragile love somehow blooms 
in this arid place, and for the moment, 
it seems enough. But when they cross 
paths with a mysterious child, the thirst for 
a better future begins. 

Watkins’ novel explores the myths we 
believe about others and tell about 
ourselves, the double-edged power of 
our most cherished relationships, and the 
shape of hope in a precarious future that 
may be our own. 

Claire Vaye Watkins is the author of 
Battleborn which was named a Best Book 
of 2012 by the San Francisco Chronicle, 
Boston Globe, Time Out New york, and 
Flavorwire. In 2012, the National Book 
Foundation named Claire one of the 5 
Best Writers Under 35. Gold Fame Citrus 
has been named a Best Book of the year 
by The Washington Post, NPR, Vanity Fair 
and many more. 

These Are the Names
Tommy Wieringa
Translated from the Dutch  
by Sam Garrett

NOmINATED By: 
Openbare Bibliotheek Amsterdam, the 
Netherlands 
de Bibliotheek Eindhoven, the 
Netherlands 
de Bibliotheek Rotterdam, the Netherlands 
The Libraries of The Hague, the 
Netherlands 
Dublin City Public Libraries, Ireland

A border town on 
the steppe. A small 
group of emaciated 
and feral refugees 
appears out 
of nowhere, 
spreading fear 
and panic in the 
town. When police 
commissioner 
Pontus Beg 
orders their arrest, 

evidence of a murder is found in their 
luggage. As he begins to unravel the 
history of their hellish journey, it becomes 
increasingly intertwined with the search 
for his own origins that he has embarked 
upon. Now he becomes the group’s 
inquisitor… and, finally, something like 
their saviour.

Beg’s likeability as a character and his 
dry-eyed musings considering the nature of 
religion keep the reader pinned to the page 
from the start. With a rare blend of humour 
and wisdom, Tommy Wieringa links man’s 
dark nature with the question of who we are 
and whether redemption is possible. 

Tommy Wieringa was born in 1967 and 
grew up partly in the Netherlands, and 
partly in the tropics. He is the author of 
four other novels. His fiction has been 
shortlisted for the International ImPAC 
Dublin Literary Award and the Oxford/
Weidenfeld Prize, and has won Holland’s 
Libris Literature Prize. 
 

The Gap of Time
Jeanette Winterson
NOmINATED By: 
New york Public Library, USA

A baby girl is 
abandoned, 
banished from 
London to the 
storm-ravaged 
American city of 
New Bohemia. Her 
father has been 
driven mad by 
jealousy, her mother 
to exile by grief.

Seventeen years 
later, Perdita doesn’t know a lot about who 

she is or where she’s come from – but 
she’s about to find out.

Jeanette Winterson’s cover version of 
The Winter’s Tale vibrates with echoes of 
Shakespeare’s original and tells a story of 
hearts broken and hearts healed, a story 
of revenge and forgiveness, a story that 
shows that whatever is lost shall be found.

Jeanette Winterson published her first 
novel at 25. Oranges Are Not The Only 
Fruit was based on her own upbringing 
but using herself as a fictional character. 
She has written 10 novels for adults, as 
well as children’s books, non-fiction and 
screenplays. She lives in the Cotswolds in 
a wood and in Spitalfields, London. 

The Natural Way of Things
Charlotte Wood
NOmINATED By: 
The National Library of Australia, 
Canberra 
The State Library of New South Wales, 
Sydney, Australia

Two women 
awaken from a 
drugged sleep to 
find themselves 
imprisoned in 
a broken-down 
property in the 
middle of nowhere. 
Strangers to each 
other, they have no 
idea where they 
are or how they 

came to be there with eight other girls, 
forced to wear strange uniforms, their 
heads shaved, guarded by two inept yet 
vicious armed jailers and a ‘nurse’. The 
girls all have something in common, but 
what is it? Doing hard labour under a 
sweltering sun, the prisoners soon learn 
what links them: in each girl’s past is a 
sexual scandal with a powerful man. They 
pray for rescue — but when the food 
starts running out it becomes clear that 
the jailers have also become the jailed. 
The girls can only rescue themselves.

The Natural Way of Things is a gripping, 
starkly imaginative exploration of 
contemporary misogyny and corporate 
control, and of what it means to hunt and 
be hunted. most of all, it is the story of two 
friends, their sisterly love and courage.

Charlotte Wood is the author of five 
novels and a book of non-fiction. The 
Natural Way of Things won the 2016 Indie 
Book of the year and Indie Fiction Book 
of the year prizes as well as the Stella 
Prize and has been shortlisted for the 
Victorian Premier’s Literary Award and the 
miles Franklin Award. Her work has been 
shortlisted for various prizes.
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Weathering
Lucy Wood
NOmINATED By: 
Timaru District Libraries, New Zealand

Pearl doesn’t know 
how she’s ended 
up in the river – or 
why, for that matter, 
she’d been stupid 
enough to fall down 
those rickety stairs.

Ada, Pearl’s 
daughter, doesn’t 
know how she’s 
ended up back 

in the house she left thirteen years ago. 
With her daughter Pepper, she starts to 
sort through Pearl’s things, clearing the 
house so she can leave and not look 
back. Pepper has grown used to following 
her mother from place to place, but this 
house, is something new. Fascinated by 
the scattering of people she meets, by the 
river that unfurls through the valley, and 
by the strange old woman who sits on the 
bank with her feet in the cold, coppery 
water, Pepper doesn’t know why anyone 
would ever want to leave.

As the first frosts of autumn herald the 
coming of a long winter and Pepper and 
Ada find themselves irresistibly entangled 
with the life of the valley, each will 
discover the ways that places can take 
root inside us and bind us together.

Lucy Wood is the author of a critically 
acclaimed collection of short stories 
based on Cornish folklore Diving Belles. 
She has a master’s degree in creative 
writing from Exeter University and lives in 
Devon. Weathering was shortlisted for the 
Betty Trask Prize 2016.

A Little Life
Hanya yanagihara
NOmINATED By:
Wojewódzka Biblioteka Publiczna im. 
Marszałka Józefa Piłsudskiego w Łodzi, 
Poland 
Free Library of Philadelphia, USA 
multnomah County Library, Portland, USA 
Richmond Public Library, USA 
San Diego Public Library, USA

A Little Life follows 
four college 
classmates—
broke, adrift, and 
buoyed only by 
their friendship and 
ambition—as they 
move to New york 
in search of fame 
and fortune. While 
their relationships, 

which are tinged by addiction, success, 
and pride, deepen over the decades, the 
men are held together by their devotion 
to the brilliant, enigmatic Jude, a man 
scarred by an unspeakable childhood 
trauma. A hymn to brotherly bonds and a 
masterful depiction of love in the twenty-
first century, Hanya yanagihara’s stunning 
novel is about the families we are born 
into, and those that we make for ourselves.

Hanya Yanagihara lives in New york City. 
A Little Life won the Kirkus Prize, was a 
National Book Award Finalist and a man 
Booker Prize Finalist.

Eighty Days of Sunlight
Robert Yune
NOmINATED By: 
The Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, USA

After suffering 
a childhood 

“accident” involving 
a campfire and 
a bullet, Jason 
Han spends his 
childhood being 
cared for by a 
doctor in Princeton, 
New Jersey while 
the rest of his 
family lives in a 

factory town near Scranton, Pennsylvania. 
years later, as they prepare for college, 
Jason and his older brother, Tommy, 
reluctantly work together to investigate 
their father’s suicide.

Ultimately, the investigation concludes 
violently, and the brothers move to 
Pittsburgh where they attempt to 
cohabitate peacefully while working to 
settle their father’s complicated estate. 
Together, they explore the city once 
described as “hell with the lid off,” full of 
post-industrial landscapes and sultry co-
eds. The brothers also travel landscapes 
of guilt, betrayal, and secrets as they try 
to figure out what destroyed their family—
and how to save what’s left of it.

Robert Yune works in a Gothic cathedral 
skyscraper in a city that receives eighty 
days of sunlight a year. He was a finalist 
for the Flannery O’Connor Award and was 
one of five finalists for the Prairie Schooner 
Book Prize. yune teaches at the University 
of Pittsburgh. 
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COUNTRY CITY LIBRARY

Australia ADELAIDE State Library of South Australia

BRISBANE State Library of Queensland

CANBERRA National Library of Australia

HOBART Linc Tasmania

MELBOURNE State Library of Victoria

PERTH State Library of Western Australia

SYDNEY State Library of New South Wales

Austria SALZBURG Stadt: Bibliothek Salzburg

Barbados BRIDGETOWN National Library Service of Barbados

Belgium BRUGES Openbare Bibliotheek Brugge

BRUSSELS muntpunt

GENT Stedelijke Openbare Bibliotheek Gent

Brazil BRASíLIA Biblioteca Demonstrativa maria  
da Conceição moreira Salles

Bulgaria SOFIA St. St. Cyril and methodius National Library  
of Bulgaria, Sofia

Canada CALGARY Calgary Public Library

HALIFAx Halifax Public Libraries

MONTREAL Bibliothèque et Archives nationales  
du Québec

OTTAWA Ottawa Public Library

SAINT JOHN Saint John Free Public Library

ST JOHN’S Newfoundland & Labrador  
Public Libraries

SYDNEY Cape Breton Regional Library

TORONTO Toronto Public Library

WINNIPEG Winnipeg Public Library

Croatia RIJEKA Gradske knjižnice Rijeka

Czech  
Republic

KARVINá-MIZEROV Regional Library of Karviná

PRAGUE municipal Library of Prague

Třinec Městská knihovna Třinec
Denmark AARHUS Aarhus Kommunes Biblioteker

England LIVERPOOL Liverpool City Libraries

LONDON Redbridge Libraries

NEWCASTLE Newcastle Libraries

Estonia TALLINN National Library of Estonia

TARTU Tartu Public Library

Finland HELSINKI Helsinki City Library

TAMPERE Tampere City Library

Germany BONN Universitäts-und Landesbibliothek Bonn

BREMEN Stadtbibliothek Bremen

DUSSELDORF Stadtbüchereien Düsseldorf

FRANKFURT Stadtbücherei Frankfurt am main

LEIPZIG Leipziger Städtische Bibliotheken

MAINZ Bibliotheken der Stadt mainz

MUNICH münchner Stadtbibliothek

Greece SERRES Serres Central Public Library

VERIA Veria Central Public Library

Hungary KECSKEMéT Katona József Library of  
Bács-Kiskun County

Iceland REYKJAVíK Reykjavík City Library

India NEW DELHI India International Centre Library

Ireland CORK Cork City Libraries

DUBLIN Dublin City Public Libraries

GALWAY Galway City & County Library

LIMERICK Limerick City & County Libraries

WATERFORD Waterford City & County Libraries

Italy NAPLES Biblioteca Nazionale di Napoli –  
Vittorio Emanuele III

ROME Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di Roma

Jamaica KINGSTON Jamaica Library Service

COUNTRY CITY LIBRARY

Japan OSAKA Osaka municipal Library

Macedonia SKOPJE St Clement of Ohrid National  
and University Library

Malaysia KUALA LUMPUR National Library of malaysia

Mexico MExICO CITY Biblioteca Daniel Cosío Villegas /  
El Colegio de méxico, A.C.

Netherlands AMSTERDAM Openbare Bibliotheek Amsterdam

EINDHOVEN de Bibliotheek Eindhoven

ROTTERDAM de Bibliotheek Rotterdam

THE HAGUE The Libraries of The Hague

UTRECHT de Bibliotheek Utrecht

New Zealand AUCKLAND Auckland Libraries

CHRISTCHURCH Christchurch City Libraries

DUNEDIN Dunedin Public Libraries

TIMARU Timaru District Libraries

WELLINGTON Wellington City Libraries

Nigeria MAKURDI Benue State Library Board

Norway BERGEN Bergen Offentlige Bibliotek

OSLO Deichmanske Bibliotek

STAVANGER Aleph – Stavanger Bibliotek

Poland LóDZ Wojewódzka Biblioteka Publiczna im. 
Marszałka Józefa Piłsudskiego w Łodzi

Portugal OEIRAS Biblioteca municipal de Oeiras

PORTO Biblioteca Pública municipal do Porto

Romania CLUJ “Octavian Goga” Cluj County Library

Russia MOSCOW M. Rudomino State Library for  
Foreign Literature

Scotland EDINBURGH Edinburgh City Libraries

Serbia BELGRADE Belgrade City Library

Slovenia LJUBLJANA Mestna knjižnica Ljubljana

Spain BARCELONA Biblioteca Vila De Gràcia –  
Biblioteques de Barcelona

Sweden STOCKHOLM Stockholm Public Library

Switzerland BERN Universitätsbibliothek Bern

GENEVA Bibliothèques municipales Genève

ZURICH Zentralbibliothek Zürich

USA CHICAGO Chicago Public Library

CINCINNATI The Public Library of Cincinnati  
& Hamilton County

CLEVELAND Cleveland Public Library

COLORADO 
SPRINGS

Pikes Peak Library District

COLUMBIA Richland Library

CONCORD New Hampshire State Library

DENVER Denver Public Library

HARTFORD Hartford Public Library

HOUSTON Houston Public Library

JACKSONVILLE Jacksonville Public Library

LOS ANGELES Los Angeles Public Library

MIAMI miami-Dade Public Library System

MILWAUKEE milwaukee Public Library

NEW YORK New york Public Library

OKLAHOMA CITY Oklahoma Department of Libraries

PHILADELPHIA Free Library of Philadelphia

PITTSBURGH Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh

PORTLAND multnomah County Library

RICHMOND Richmond Public Library

SAN DIEGO San Diego Public Library

SEATTLE The Seattle Public Library

SPRINGFIELD Lincoln Library

TALLAHASSEE LeRoy Collins Leon County  
Public Library System
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Ellah Wakatama Allfrey, OBE is an 
independent critic, broadcaster and 
editor and is currently Visiting Professor at 
Goshen College, Indiana. She is the editor 
of Safe House: Explorations in Creative 
Non-fiction (Cassava Republic, 2016) and 
Africa39: New Writing from Africa South 
of the Sahara (Bloomsbury, 2014). The 
former Deputy Editor of Granta magazine, 
she sits on the boards of Art for Amnesty, 
the Caine Prize for African Writing and the 
Writers’ Centre Norwich. She is patron of 
the Etisalat Prize for Literature and served 
as a judge for the 2015 man Booker 
Prize. Her journalism has appeared in the 
Independent, the Guardian, the Telegraph, 
the Spectator and the Observer.

Katy Derbyshire was born in London 
and has lived in Berlin for the past twenty 
years. She translates contemporary 
German writers, including previously 
Dublin Literary Award longlisted Simon 
Urban and Helene Hegemann along with 
Inka Parei, Clemens meyer, Jan Brandt, 
Felicitas Hoppe and many others. She 
writes occasional criticism and essays in 
English and German, published by Lithub, 
The Quarterly Conversation, Music & 
Literature, New Books in German and Der 
Tagesspiegel. Katy co-hosts a monthly 
literary translation lab in Berlin and has 
taught translation in London, Leipzig,  
New york, New Delhi and Norwich.

Kapka Kassabova is a poet, novelist, 
and writer of travel and history. Her travel 
memoirs are Street Without a Name (2008) 
and Twelve Minutes of Love, a tango story 
(2011). Born and raised in Bulgaria, she 
moved with her family to New Zealand in 
the early 1990s, where she published her 
first fiction and poetry. She now lives in the 
Highlands of Scotland. She has written for 
the Guardian, Vogue, and 1843 magazine. 
Her latest book is Border: a journey to the 
edge of Europe (2017).

Chris Morash became the inaugural 
Seamus Heaney Professor of Irish Writing 
at Trinity College Dublin in 2014 and 
was recently appointed as the Vice-
Provost /Chief Academic Officer of Trinity 
College Dublin. He has written books on 
Irish theatre history, Irish media history 
and Irish famine literature. Prior to his 
appointment to Trinity, Chris morash 
worked in maynooth University. He was the 
first chair of the Compliance Committee 
of the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland 
(2009 – 2014), and has been a member  
of the Royal Irish Academy since 2007.

Jaume Subirana was born and lives 
in Barcelona. He is a writer, critic and 
translator who has published both 
prose and poetry (he has won the most 
prestigious Catalan awards: Carles 
Riba in 1988 and recently the Gabriel 
Ferrater), and has also written and 
edited books on Barcelona and Catalan 
culture. He served as director of the 
Institució de les Lletres Catalanes, and 
is a member of PEN Català. Associate 
Professor at the Universitat Oberta 
de Catalunya, he has been Visiting 
Professor at UBC, Brown University  
and Ca’ Foscari-Venezia. He regularly 
updates his blog Flux.

Hon. Eugene R. Sullivan, non-voting 
chair of the judging panel, is a former 
Chief Judge of a US Court of Appeals and 
brings a wealth of experience from sixteen 
years on the bench. His first novel, The 
Majority Rules, was published in 2005. The 
second novel of his political thriller trilogy, 
The Report to the Judiciary, was published 
in 2008. A Vietnam Veteran and West 
Pointer, he was inducted into the US Army 
Ranger Hall of Fame. When not recalled to 
the Federal Bench, Judge Sullivan is  
a partner in a Washington law firm.
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THE NEWSLETTER OF THE INTERNATIONAL DUBLIN LITERARY AWARD             

Full details of the 

2017
Longlisted books

FICTION MATTERS
No.23 February 2017

The International DUBLIN Literary Award is 
presented annually for a novel written in English or 
translated into English. The award is sponsored by 
Dublin City Council, the municipal government of 
Dublin and is now in its 22nd year.
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International DUBLIN Literary Award Office 
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